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Re-engagement in American Foreign Policy toward Southeast Asia:
Some Responses and Perspectives from Indonesia ns

Abubakar Eby Hara™
(Universiti Utara Malaysia, Sintok, Kedah Darul Aman)

Abstract

The United States (US) government has taken some new initiatives in South East Asia
during Barrack Obema administration. Notable among these are a close cooperation with
Indonesia, Thailand and the Fhilippines to sounter terrogism, a rapprochement with
Indonesiag a continuing military-and ceonomie support to Singapore and Malaysia and a
rmewmg commiitment to help the Philippines in South €hina Sea conflicts. In fact, the
region has got new sigm.ﬁ:ﬂn:u for the US govermment afier the end of Communist
threats with the continuimg threats from terrorism and the emergence of China power in
this region, ‘Given the importance of these changes, this paper focuses on how these
changes have been responded in Indonesia by both the government and civil society. The
responses from Indonesian government have been usually positive to the US interests
and even seen as in line with Indonesian national intercsts. However, there bave been
criticisms toward the close ties hetween the Indonesia and the US government in societal
level. Although the civil society COBCErnS on the relations haye been margmally ignored,
there are some points to discuss them since they relate to the battle of ideas of how the
US should play role in the world. In the short tun, it does not influence the government
to government relations but in the long run it may continue inspire anti-US actions and
policies both within the civil soc:ety and government officials.

Keywords: US foreign policy, terrorism, Southeast Asia, Indonesia, civil society.

A, [Introduction

The United States has played a significant role m the life of Indonesians both in
the past and at presemt. Under Barack Hussein Obama administration, the relations of
soth countries seem to be in a very good shape. President Obama visited Indonesia on 9-

* Paper to be presented st seminar on “New' Changes in American Foreign Policy Townrd East Asia &
Southeast Asia and Sino-American Relations ——Second Jinan University International Conference on
American Smdics, Sep. 17-18, 2011, Guangzhou, China.

Visiting Lecturer at School of International Smdies, COLGLS, University Urara Maluysia, Sintok, Kedah,
Winlmysin,
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1() November 2010 and signed the U.S -Indonesia Comprehensive Parinership covering
many areas of cooperation mcluding military cooperation that has been halted since
1999.

However, Indonesia’s history and its principle of maintaining an independent and
active foreign policy have complicated Indonesia’s relationship with the United States,
All administrations in Indonesia have been cautious in developing a close relationship
with the United States (the US). The end of the Cold War, the temorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, and the counterterrorism policies of the administration of President
George W. Bush and later Barack Obama have all influenced the attitudes of Indonesians
toward the United States.

This paper atlempts to examine further responses from soms Indonesians towards
US re-engagement with Southeast Asia, particularly with Indonesia, snce the end of the
Cold War and particularly during Obama adminisiration, There huve been hopes among
Indonesians that Obams would bring changes 1o USiforeign policy in the sense that the
1S would use more peaceful approaches in solving problems related to US interests in
the worldy Tt is also generally expected that Obama will pay special atiention 1o
indonesia given the fact that he hes emotional attachment to Indonesia onginating from
hig ehildhood time in Jakarta.

This expectations, however, for some Muslim groups secm to be disappearing
after the US bas not shown significant departure from the previous Bush's foreign
policy. This paper is divided intc four sections. First, it traces history of relations
betwesn Indonesis and the US until Subario’s time. Secondly, it discusses relations
between the two states after Suharto which notify significant departure for Indonesia's
foreign policy because of the country's transformation info a democratic state. Thirdly, it
shows general perspectives of Indonesians to the LIS, Fourthly, it elaborates mixed
responges of Indonesians 1o Obama’s foreign policy.

B. History of Relations with the United States

Indonesia-U.5: relations started formally in December 1949, when the United
States recognized Indonesia’s independence following the tragsfer of authority from the
Dutch colonial nuthorities to the Tndonesian government. Early relations between the two
countries ean be traced back to the late sighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, when
traders from Massachusells visited Southeast Asia in search of new products. The traders
had contacts with the sulian of Acch (a sultanate in northern Sumatra), who offered the
traders access to the sea near Aceh. In the early twentieth century, during Dutch rule, the

Toited States also had rubber and petroleum industries in Indonesia.

In more odem times; relations between the two countries developed during
Indonesia’s struggle for independence (1945-1949). Initially Indonesia did not receive
support from the United States, and when the United States first made overtures,
Indonesians were suspicious of the United States’ objectives. The United States only
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became interested in supporting the Indonesian independence movement when it began
to fear that, without U.S. support, Indonesia might lean toward the Soviet Union—a fear
that arose following the rebellion by Communist-inspired insurgents at Madiun (East
fava) in 1948, At this point the United States became more active in pressuring the
Dwutch 1o engage in dialogue with the leaders of the Indonesian independence movement.
11,8, support of the Indonesian independence movement was quite significant at this time
and provided a positive experience for Indonesia’s leaders and optimism regarding future
relations with the United States."

The Sukarno Years: Maintaining fndependence and Neutrality

The nature of fndonesia’s contact with thesUnited States during its struggle for
independence did not automatically mean that it would become a UE, ally in the Cold
War between'the United States and the Soviet Union. On the contrary, Indonesians felt
that Indopesia should take 116 o%n position’in international relations rather than falling in
line behind either superpower, an ppinion that Mobhammad Hafia, Indonesia’s prime.
miftister rom 194K 10 1950, yoiced in 8 speech in 19487 .

Diring the 1950-1957 period of liberal democratic experimentition in Indonesia,
the relations between the two countries were primarily influenced by the domestic
political siuation in Indonesia. The principle of establishing and maintaining
ndependence was the bage on which Indonesia’s parliamentary parties constructed their
foreign-policy manifestos.” There was a pervasive feeling among sections of Indonesia’s
elite that thére should be a balance m relations with the United States and the Soviet
Union. Indonesia sought to avaid becoming trapped in the orbit of either LS. or Soviet
power and akso to avoid conflict between the two powers and their political blocs.
Although the United States called the policy “naive neutralism.” Indonesia continued to
apply this policy and went on to organize the famous Asia-Affican conference in 1955,
which clearly emphasized the neutral and free position of Indonesia and other Asian and
African countries in the Cold War. _

The period from 1957 to 1965 saw relations between the two eountries come
unier mcreasing pressure, especially in the tight of U.S. atiempts to influence politics in
Indonesia by supporting @ regional rebellion against the central govermment in Jakarta

nE —

) snd by intervening m several loeal comflicts. The policies of the United States

1 sirengthencd the increasingly virulent anti-American rhetoric of Indonesia’s first

5 president, Sukamo. Sukamo strongly cmphasized the Nasakom (Nosionalisme, Agama

3 dan Kemunis: Nationalism, Religion, and Communism) ideology. In conjunction with

z this domestic ideological approach, Sukaro promoted an anticolonialist, anti-imperialist
and, significantly, anti-neocolonialist campaign. For Sukamo, the United States

E _

o ‘1P Home Pape. {1999, December 6). Fifty years of U.5.-Indooesian diplomazic relagions, Speech by U5,

2 Ambassador Rebert 5 Gelvard o the Conference on U5 -Indonesian Relations, Jakorta, Indoncain, Reineved

. December |, 2004, from hitp-/ v uscenbasevinknrts ong/news annversary3ith ikl
: | * Wichael Leifer, Indonesia  foreign policy, London: Royal Institute of Internatdonal Affairs, 1983,

" [,
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represented the capitalist and imperialist camp, Tn 1960 Sukarno characterized both the
United States and the Soviet Union as the Oldefos (Old Established Forces), whereas
Indonesia and other newly independent countries in Asia and Africa were the Nefos
(New Emerging Forces). On one occasion, Sukame rejected aid from the United States
by saying to the U.S. ambassador, "Go to hell with your aid."

Qukarmo was a skilful orator and used his rhetoric to manipulate the antagonisms
and alliances of the Cold War period to attempt to achieve his own increasingly personal
and grandiose objectives, Sukamo’s growing confidence in his foreign-policy program
led to an escalation of the campaign to “free” the territory of West Irian, which had not
been included in the transfer of territory from the Dutch in 1949, In 1962 Sukarno
manipulated the United Staics into forcing the Dutch to negotiate and settle the West
Irian problem, He did so by deploying Indonesian military forces against the Dutch:
Fearing that this conflict might develop e something that would threaten the stability
of Southeasi Asia apd that Indonesia might seek support from the Soviet Union if the
corflict proved protracted, the United Statcs applied strong pressure on the Dutch to
negotiate with Indonesia. !

The Suharto Years: An Anti-Commumnist Stance

_ Sukamo was deposed by Suharto in 1965, During Suharto’s presidency (1967
1998), relations between Indonesia and the United States improved, Subaro was 2
vehement anti-Communist, and the improvement in U.S.-Indonesian relations started
with the tacit support the United States provided to the Indonesian grmy to destroy Lhe
Indonesian Communist Party (Partal Komunis Indonesia, PKI) between 1966 and 1970.
Indonesia badly needed aid at this point, and the United States assisted in Indonesia’s
economic recovery. Indonesia’s pro-growth economic policy relied on the United States
und its European and Japanese allies for main support.

It was during this period that many Indonesian scademics began to study in the
United States. The economists who were trained at the University of California (the so-
called Berkeley Mafia) and later became ministers were mstremental in creating the
economie policy known as the New Order. Thousands of Indonesians studied in the
United States thanks to sponsorship provided by foundations such as the Rockefeller and
Fulbright, as well as USAID. Among the prominent Muslim figures who studied in the
United States were the seholar Nurcholish Madjid , the politician Amien Rais, and
Syafi'i Ma'arif, the head of Muhammadiyal, the second-largest Muslim prgatization in
Indonesia. During the 19705, although Indonesia still formally remained unaligned, i
joined the United States in countering Communist threats in Southeast Asia by using
diplomatic ways: This is consistent with her pon-alignment foreign policy where
[ndonesia only fought domestic Communist thrests and did not sent troop outside of
Indonesia.

Ihid
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Indonesia also used its close relations with the United States in itg 1975 takeover
of East Timor, a temitory that had been a Portuguese colony and that 15 contiguous with
Indonesia. Threats concermning Communism i that region became a justification for its
takeover. U8, support for Indonesia’s rule ended with the end of the Cold War in 1991,
however. Without the support of the United States and with many countries expressing
unhappiness over the occupation, B, J. Hahibie, who replaced Suharto as Indonesia’s
president in 1998, adopted a new attitede toward the region. Under United Nathons
auspices & referendum was conducted I East Timor, the result of which was
overwhelming support for independence. Indonesia withdrew from the former
Portugucse colony in 19949,

C. Relations after Snharto

After the fall of Subarta in-] 998, the relations betweenithe two countries enter new
era. Actors in Indonesia foreign policy aré ot mainly the govermment but also groups
including religious groups, political parties and media, Somg policies made by
Indonesian government oiiencreate confroversy in the society level.

Afthe beginning of post-Subarto period, the relations between the two countries
were tested by the East Timor case. Following the change of Indonesia into'a democmatic
state, . B Habible government which replaced Swharto, responded to Bast Timor
problems by calling for 2 democratic solution to the aréa by & referendum. Buring the
referendum, the Fast Timorese decided in a clear majotity 1o get independent instead of
joining as part of Indopesia. In responding to this decision, Indonesia military was not
happy and siill supported some pro-intégration to Indonesia groups that crgsted some
clashes in East Timor. The violence thet sumounded East Timor's strugele for
independenge, such as the Dili massacre of 11 November 1991, strained relations
between the United States and [ndonesia. The United States ceased its military aid to
Indonesia. Tn Indonesia, U.S. pressurc concerning human rights and democracy was
viewed unfavorably as interference in Indonesia’s domestic problems.

The above case was followed wiih another issue thet influenced Indonesia-the US
rclations. The ULS, response io the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the World
Tiade Center in New Yerk City and the Pentapon in Washington, D.C. aroused
comtroversy in Indonesia. The Indonesian government and the majority of the Indonesian
people supported WS, efforts to find the perpetrators, However, although the Indonesian
wovemment supporied the U8, actions in Afghanisian, it did sot support the U.S,
invasion of Irag in 2003, Indonesia itself has alse experienced three massive terrorist
bomb blasts; at Denpasar, Bali, in 2002, at the H, J. W. Marriott Hotel, Jakarta, in
August 2003, and the Australian embassy bombing m Yakaria i September 2004, Some
of the perpetrators of these bomb attacks have beervarrested and imprisoned. -

Although Indoniesia government supports the US policy to counter terrorism in
Southeast Asia, people reactions are not similar, Megawati Sukarnoputri, Indonesia
second President after reformation in her visit to US guarantee Indonesia support to US
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anti-terrorism policy but back home she was criticized for being too weak to the US
pressure and her govemnment was criticized for leaving the principle of free and active
foreign policy. She necded to clarify her initial statement that her policy was not to
| support the US but to support international efforts to fight terrorism. Before this, in
giving response to the 9/11 attack, her Vice President Hamzah Haz made a controversial
statement by saying that the atiscks were a balance punishment for the US Middle East
policy for long time.®

During this so-called reformation era, Indonesian foreign policy to a certain
degree was informed by domestic pressures. This was the case with the above public
pressures to Megawati polisy and to her predecessor Susile Bambang Yudhoyono
commonly called by nickname SBY. During SBY, Indonesian foreign policy in general
and 1o the US inparticular was under cloge scrubmy by both Members of Parliament and
public in general. This is the case with Indonesia changing stand from supporting the US
to embargo Iran to abstain in the next voting in theslinited Nations,

When Obama came o office replacing Bush, there have been wide expectations
that he would bring changes in the US foreign policy in a sense that he would pay
attengion 1o Mushim inicresis m the world such as 1o sohve Palestine issues. He 15 also
expecied Lo build a close relation with Indonesia begause of his personal closeness to
Indonesia during his childhood time. After being delayed twice because of his tight
domestic schedule, be finally made a visit to Indonesia. He got warm welcome and gave
a speech at famous Islamic State University, Jakarta. In {hat occasion he outline again his
foreign policy and support & close relation w ith Indonesia

In the visit, the Comprehensive Partnership between two countries showing the
closeness of relations between the two states was signed. It includes military cooperation
which has been cut off by the US for several years because of the invalvement of several
military personnel in human right violence in Fast Timor after it pained independence
following 1999 referendum. The cooperation also includes economie, education and to
jackle global environment and clinate change.” Most of the cooperation, however, only
continues prévious cooperation that has been established lor a long tine. Although some
academics such as Ann Marie Murphy might say this shows a rapprochement of the US
to Indonesia and recognition of Indonesia’s achisvement in demogracy and its potency 1o
become a dominant power in global governance, | Indonesia 1§ not as significance as
some states such as China for Ametica. Indonesiz does not have good economy and in
whatever ways cannot help Ameriea to overeome its finangial crisis, whereas China
plays sigaificant role in the recovery of the US economy. ¥

i yndonesian Tlninie Party Foum Advocates Embamgoing Americin Products’, Detikworld 11 September 2000,

¥ ity yehitehouse, govithe-press-office/us-inds i sEve- I

Woann Marie Murphy, ‘U.S. Rappeochement with Indoncsia; From Proslem State to Parner’,

Conte ary Southeast Avia: A Journal af International and Strategic Affatrs - Volume 32, Number 3,

December 2010, pp. 362-387

;}P.D‘Hil.um Liddie, ‘Makna Kunjungan Obama (The Meaning of Obama’s Visit)', Kompes, 9 MNovember
L0,
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D. General Perspectives on the United States

Since Indonesia’s independence, government-to-govemment (G to G) relations
between Jakarta and Washington have been the principal basis on which the relationship
between the two countries has developed. Personal contacts rarely took places
Notwithstanding business relationships and student exchange—the United States ranks
first as a destination for overseas studyv for Indonesia students—overall, personal ties
betwesn Indonestans and Americans remain rather limited, During the Subarto's period,
the G to G relations were relatively easy to manage. However, after Subarto, there have
been changes in the shape of relations. '’ Persomal comtacts might not much but
exchanges of views occur dramaiesii¥thiough media, which nowadays enjoys openness
and freedom. Through media, many mierest groups, political parties and religious groups
viiee therr concerns i many foreign policy issuespineluding Indonesia-the US relations,

It ofien bappens that for bath governmentsithese concerns were seen 25
representing sentiments. and emotions o ¢éftain proups emd did not really represent
national Jnterests oF ther nations As Indonesian Presidemnt Yudhoyono sasd his
covegpment did not want to deal with these kinds of r:.mlm'm and stereotypes because
his‘main congerns arc national mrerests of Indonesian.'* However, in contrast to this
view, this'paper argues that people and groups eancerns on the US-Indonesia relations
represent something fundamental with regard to justice, freedom and aqu.lrt:,r n world
nalitics currently dominated by the US as the only superpower, Therefore, it is important
to discuss people views in relations of both countries, In the long run, they may shape
directions of Indonesia’s pohicy toward Amenca.

Mevertheless, given the vast ethnic, religious, and economic diversity of
Indonesia’s popalation, it is very difficult 1o outline definitively Indonesia’s perspectives
on the United States. Wihat we are able to identify are general sttitudes and beliefs of
some individuals and proups ~ mcluding Islamic groups — as well as the attitude of the
Indonesian government towards the United Siates.

Historical Perspectives

Many Indonesians view the United States as a superpower, & greal democratic
country, and the best example of demoeracy in the world. This ¥iew has been in
-'cwtn:nﬂ: smee the prﬂr:\'ulu'tfma.l'?pnnnﬂ Indonesian fationalist movements indirectly
learmgd about freedom and justice from the examples of the United States and other
Westemn countries, and Indonesia's 1945 constitution, paricnlarly the preamble,
resembled the style and aspects of the UES. Constitution,

Alatas, A (2004, March 3% UiS=indonesia relationship enlers new era Jokaria Post. Retrioved
December 1, 2004, from hitp:foww kabar-irian. com'piperm ) kibar-irinn 2004-March/000456. hmi
Susiko Bamhun,g Yudhoyono, “Indonesia end America: A T"A'H'll}'—Fl.l.‘Ei Centiry Partnership”, Specch at

the USINDO uncheon, Wishi I;Lﬁm.. 14 Movember 2008,
“nip:/wrorw presidenri. go sl index. php/eng/ pida L-'lj.l']1]1_-|:'_I:|I:|:|ﬂ.:F
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Both the United States and Indonesia had to draw together fractious states to
firm ope united whole stete. Indonesia’s struggle for unity, which was marked by a
succession of regional rebellions and other forms of revolt, while different in 8 number
of significant respects from the United States’ Civil War history, has nonetheless some
basic similarities. Following negotiations with the Dutch in 1949, Indonesia became
formally the Republic of the United States of Indonesia (RUSI), a name that echoed that
of the United States of America. Indonesia adopted the presidential system, which,
although considerably different in application, was the basis of both pelities. Both
countries were founded on strong religious prineiples (one Christian, one Muslim), and
both retain strong religious minority sectional interests.*

After independence, Indonesia faced the reality of a world divided between the
U.S.-led Western bloe and the Soviet-led Eastern bloc. Influenced by a deeply felt spirit
of nationalistm and perceiving that the superpowers only promoted their own interests
(ahead of those of others, even their allies), the leaders of Indonesia chose to maintam an
independent foreign policy. Almost all leaders of the country were very sensitive 1o
Indonesia's position and were reluctant t0 be seen to be too close to either the United
States or the Soviet Union. A relationship that was too close; or perceived as such, would
be seen by many in Indonesia as ylelding to the hegemony of the biggast world powers,
showing weakness and submission. Instead, Indonesia managed to manipulate the
competition between the East and the West to push its own agenda, as seen above,

After the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, Indonesia could no J.l:m;F;eI credibly
threaten to twn to an altemative superpower to elicit U.S. support. © Although
Indonesiang £till baulked at U8, interference in Indonesian affairs, U.S. infloence was
considered fo be significant in the changing attitude toward human rights, as shown by
the formation of the Human Right Commission in 1993. (The govemnment still argued
that it had intended for a long time to form the commission and had done so under the
pressure of any foreign country.) Less well received was the United States® perceived
influence on the International Monetary Fund’s plan for the recovery of the Indonesian
economy following the Asian economic crisis of 1997, It was that pressure that began to
make many Indonesians perceive the United States no longer as a benign hegemony but
as AN ATOgant SUpeTPOWer.

Perspectives toward US during Bush Adwinisiration
Attitudes toward 1.5, populss culture, September 11, the Iraq war, und the

United States" antiterrorism poliey have all influenced cirrent Indonesian opinions shout
the United States during Bush administration.

¥ Kahin, G (1994). The of American foreign poticy. In D. Bourchier and J. Legge (Eds),
Diemocracy in Indonesia: 19505 and [990s, Clayton, Australia: Centre of Southeas: Asian Staclies, Monzsh
Liniver sity,

BT Kivimild, U.S -Indonesian relations during the economic crisis: Where has Indonesia’s bargamng
power gone? Contemporary Soushesst Asia, 22{3}, 2000, 327-349,
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The first important issue 10 be discussed with regards 10 the US relates to popular
culture. U.S. popular culture has had a noticeable influence on Indonesia. 17.8. fast fbod
restaurants, such as McDomald's, KFC, and Pizza Hut, are among the most popular
restsurants for many people in Indonesia®s biggest cities. In the last five years, Starbucks
cafés have become one of the most prestigious places for Indonesia®s elite to spend their
ume drinking coffee, whether it i8 doring lunchtime or after work. It i now also easy to
find dmeotheques, nightelubs, and other places of entertainment in big Indonesian cities.

Hollywood films also dominate movie cinemas in Indonesia, with the Indonesian
print media devoting special sections to the reviewing of U8, films. U.S. movie stars
and singers are very well known m Indonesia and often appear in Indonesian newspapets
and magazines, and many young Tndonesians admire them. Valentine's Day has becoms

very popular in Indonesia, especiaily during the last ten years, and many teenagers use
L0 OCCASEON 10 eXpress their love to their friends,

LS. television program and.movies dominate television viewing in Indonesia.
Some Indoncsian television™ programs imitate _such US. hits as American ldol
Indonggian Tdol has become one oF (he most papular, television shows in the muntr:,r
Mogt nuiddle- and upper-class citizens of Indonesia powadays prefer shopping in U.S.-
, #¥le supermarket and malls instead uf&nihg 1@ traditional markets. All of these factors
y , Lave influenced the lifestvle of young Indonesians,

¢

Mot all Indonesions have accepied US.‘eultural influgnces however. Parents
/ complain that their teenagers have forgotten ther own culture and have adopted a
'] Western Ilfﬁt}ﬁ. They see that the younger geénemtion has copied the fashion,
L] sniertainmenty way of speaking, style, and hobbies of their peers in the West. Some
¥ rehgious leaders argie against this influence on moral ‘grounds, stating that it violates
d religious prineiples, They allege that Vilenting's le;uﬂlmﬂn product that should
® | not be adopted by ‘Musslim Indonesians. Similarly they argue that programs such as
d % Amevican Idol are pait of a wave of cultural imperialism that is sweeping Indonesia from
m | the West, In their view Western idols and myths are destroyving people's hearts and
to sinds These views 1o 8 Jesser degree are also shared by secular leftists such as anti-
seoliberal movement in Indonesia, They see that Indonesia has been soid 1o foreign
\'ﬂcresm and companies, and as consequences they demand government to lessen the
dependence to capitals p the US capital. They also seq'the International
Monetary, World Bank, W:r::'ﬂ Trade D!'glhhmn and other econpmic intemnational
sadies are part of parcel of American hegemonic bodiss.

Early on during the Afghanistan war in im, some radical Islamic groups
the smngled out McDonuld™s 8 a symbal of U8, dommation of the Indonesian economy,
ot | Thessigroups were highly critical of 11.5. support for Israel #nd involvement in the

Middle East conflict. In 2002, a McDonald's outlet in Makagsar, South Sulawesi, was
sombed, andsfive people were killed, When the perpetrators were arrested in early

Jetober 2004, they expressed ani-4l5. sentiment,
ds), Another perspective is towards September 11's tragedy, Indonesians viewed the
nast | September 11 tragedy and what followed with mixed feelings. The government of
ming . Fresident Megawati Sukamoputri (served 2001--2004) issued a statement condemning
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the terrorist attacks. She was one of the first world leadars to meet President George W
Bush after the attacks, and she said that the Indonesian government would support the
1.8, war against temrorsm, including the plan to send troops to Afghanistan to track
down Osama bin Laden and other al-Qaeda operatives behind the attack. However this
policy produced a diverse range of feelings within Indonesian society, Even Megawati's
vice president, Hamzah Haz, took a different position from Megawati, criticizing the
United States' antiterrorist policies and stating that the United States was the real
terromst because of the unjustness of its intemational policies. Megawati was criticized
for bowing to U.S pressure because of her statement of support for the U.S.-led war
ageinst terrorism n Afghandstan,

So-called radies! Islamiésgroups such as Laskar Jihad, Majelis Mujahidin
Indonesia (MME) the Islamic Defendsrs Front (Front Pembela Islam), Hizb al-Tahrir,
and Jamaah'Al Ikhwan al-Mushmin Indonesia all protested the government's position,
demanding 2 stwop toits support of the United States. The Muslim Prosperous Justice
Party, whose support increased in the § Apnl 2004 general election, 35 also critical of the
United States' traatment of Muslims and Muslimcountries, Prior to the U5, offensive in
Afghanistan, there had been magy anti-U.5. protests and threats to assault ULS. citizens.
The demonsirators behieved that the United States' target was tot Osana bin Laden, but
the religion of Tslam in peneral

A more moderate segment of the population also regretted the speedy reaction of
the United States to the September 11 attacks and the tendency to characterize Osama
bin Laden as represeptative of the emtire Muslim community. Wimar Witoelar,
spokesmin for Indonesia’s former president Abdurrahman Wahid (who held office prior
to Megawati Sukarnoputri, from 1999 10 2001), said that Osama might be a Muglim, but
he did not have authority to perpetrate the attacks in the name of Islam.' Witoelar said
that the perpetrators of the attack were madmen. Abdurrahman Wahid agreed, suying
that the atiacks on the World Trade Center were attacks againgt humanity. However, he
added that the attack on Afghanistan was a treachery to both humanity and international
law, He further said that the atiack was very bad and he disappointed to see that the US.
reacted emotionally and did not ook for an alternate solution,”’

The third perspective warranting for discussion relates to the war in Irag and ULS.
Antiterrorism Policies. War in Irag invited much protest from Indonesian society, not
only from radical Muslims, but also frem the more moderate Muslims, such as those in
the lslamic Liberal Network. The U.S. attack on Iraq was contidered a unilateral action
taken without the support of the United Nations. The majority of Muslims argue that the
United Stztes continues to implement a double-standard policy by continuing to support
Isrpel m spite of Ismel's occupation of Palestinian lael and what are perceived as
Isracl's human rights abuses in the occupied territories,

" Wirmar Witoelar, Ce gui change, ¢'est 'Ameérique, pis nous [What bas changed is America, not us]. Le

Mande interactil. Retrieved Decernber 1, 2004, hitp:'www. perspeictif net/articles/view aspTid=104
Indonesian-lenguage version retrieved December 1, 2004, from hopdwwwperspektilnetsrticles)
vigwoaspd=14r.

I fhid
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Five Indonesian religious leaders who met with Bush in Bali m October 2003
vorced crificisms of the ULS. antiterrorist policy that expressed the above view, Syafi'i
Ma'zrif, the head of Muhammadiyah, stated that the Bush government had wasted the
opportunily to become a benign leader and to foster a culture of global wisdom.

Moderate Musiim leaders have artempted 1o maintain and promote their moderate
Islamic views, which are supported by the majority of younger-generation Muslims. The
government and cerlain elements of civil society, such as the two biggest moderate
Muslim organizations, Nahdlatul Ulama and Muhammadiyah, have taken major steps to
combat terrorism. Both organizations mgu!arljr state their standpoimt to discredit
terrorsm and explain this is not pan of jihad in [slam. They are, however, also very
critical of United States” unilateral setion in Iraq and threats to Muslim countries. They
helieve that violence capmol be stopped By using violence; rather, that course will
mevitably lead to mere violence, According 1o these groups, the roots of terrorism lie in
injustice, alienation, ignorance, and prcjud'-cm that are present in the world.

After witnessing LS. involvement in Iraq and the:casualties of this war, many
Mushm groups and pesantren (Islamic boarding schools) communities have developed a
sropger, more pegative perception of the United States, They suggest that the United
States is trving systematically to destroy the Muslim world. They believe that there have
‘heen Western military, political, and economie conspiracies to weaken Islamic countries,
Hidayat Nor Wahid, the leader of the emerging Prosperous Justice Party, who was
clected in 2004 as the speaker of the People's Consuliative Assembly, stated that the
United States has a new colonialist policy and intends to create a world empire by using
military force.and world economie bodies such as the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank and the World Trade Organization.

The above attitudes are reflected in the policies of the groups that hold them.
When Bush showed his commitment to support edueation in Islamic schools m 2003 in
an attempt to reduce the prowimg militent Islamic influence in Indonesia, some Islamic
zroups saw il as interfering in Indonesian education. About one thousand pesantren
lcaders cautioned people to be careful about accepting the funds for fear that if a
pesantren accepted the funds, it might end up producing Islamic leaders supportive of or
'I.J-.;:!j.e 1o become puppets of the United States. The mgamra umg:: and perception of the

United States was also reflecied in some pesantrens’ rejection of books distributed by
the U5, Embassy in Jakarta during the August-September 2004 period.

E. Responses toward Obama Administrations

Attitudes toward Obama himself; his foreign policy and the implementation of
the pobeyhave influenced current Indonesian opimions about the United States during
Cihama administration.

Obama is an mteresting figure for many Indonesians. This is particularly because
»f his childhood time in Indonesia which creates a kind of emotional tics between many
Indonesians and Obama. During his presidential campaigns, history of Obama during his
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childhood as an elementary school student in Jakerta was recalled and told in many
books and media including translated books about him. Even a movie about his time in
Indonesia was produced and popular among Indonesians, All these have increased
emotional attachment of some Indonesians to Obama. Obama statue was also made and
put nearby his former elementary school, No wonder that many people expected him to
win the US 1999 Presidential elections at that time,

Obama was also seen to bring new foreign policy which can support peacefil
splution to many world problems, Apart from expecting that Obanse would pay more
attention to Indonesia’s interests, many Indonesian also expected that he would solve
Isracli-Palestine conflicts in 4 more balance approach than that during Bush
administration. Obama plans 1o elose the American military prison at Guantanamo Bay
and to withdraw ieops from [raq were'also seen as good foreign policy.

Obagaa popularity clearly influences the ways many Indonesians see America. In
2009 survey conducted by the Pew Ressarch Center's Global Arttitudes Project, the
pergentage of Indonesians who had Iﬁn-'um'l:riﬂ attitude to Americs jumped from 37 per
cent in 2008 %063 per cent in 2009." The survey condueted in May-June of 2009 found
the percentage with an unfavorable view dropped from 53%6 10 30%. In its report, 69% of
voung Indonesians ages 18-29 show their positive views on the US."

The above positive views on the US, hewever, do mot reflect the whole
perceptions of Indonesians 10 America. Anti-American groups mentioned m the previous
parts such as Laskar Jihad, Majelis Mujahidin Indonesia (MMTI), the Islamic Defenders
Fromt (Fromt Pembels lslam), Hizb al-Tahrir, and Jamaah Al Ikhwan al-Muslimin
maintaim their critical stands on America. These groups do not taken for granted all
promises that Obama made during his campaigns. They are even doubt that Obama will
materialize all his promiges to make good relations with Muslim world,

Their eritical stands were proven right after Obama won the election. In his first
forcign policy staterngnt, Obama stated in front of 2 main Jews grodp, American Israel
Public Affairs Conimitree (AIPAC), that Isracl security is sacred and deniable. He said
that he wu-uH do any action against Iran to stop that country ffom having nuclear
weapons, - Criticisms to Obama foreign policy came also from the same persons who
also criticized Bush polictes, such as Hidayat Nurwahid, one leader of Indonesia's
largest Iskamic party, FKS. In an interview with Jakarta Metro TV on Obama's Middle
East puhcy, MNurwahid showed his disappomntment because Obama did not respect

L T .--_ uhflﬂmmanrv o~ ST : 1 b
¥ Before th 3 there have been uctuations of aMitade A Mg l:ru:!-.maianl loward the US. According to the

2003 Global Atiitudes Survey conducted by the Pew Research Clenter for the People and the Press, only 15
percent of the Indonesian lation has & favarable amitwde toward the United States; this has decreased
shamply from more than &0 pereent in the 19805, The result of e survey reflected concerns of many
Indene sian on the ways Bush overcome terrorisms m particulss concerns were addressed to the bad
trearment to tegrorist suspects n Guantanamo and io the #ttacks toward Afghanistin. Howeves, thiz has
been improved to 37 per centin 2008, This was particularly because of significant helps given by America
to help Indonesia during Tsunami than hit Aceh province at the end of 2004. When Obama won the L3
Presidential elections in 2009, there had been a kot of expoctation that he would bring changes in the U3

forgign policy.
* httpotfanarwr bbe_co uk/indonesiannews/sory 200806080604 _obamaisrael, dhiml
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Palestine’s rights. In particular be said that the US did not react strongly to human rights
violations during Israel's raid on the humanitarian ship, Mavi Marmara, The US also did
not support the formation of panel to investigate the incident. Another critical anti-
America figure, Habib Rizieq commenting on Obama’s visit to Jakarta, said that Obama
just wanted to get sympathies from Indonesian Muslims to close the US criminal wars in
lrag and Afghanstan.

Disillusionment to Obama policy was also shown by a leader of Islamic Ummah
Forum (Forum Umat Islam - FUI) Mubhsmmad Al Khaththath. He said that Obama have
lied to Muslim Waorld by sending more troops to Afghanistan in 2010, In contrast to his
speech in Egypt, when he said that he wanted to build pood relations with Mushim
worlds. That speech according to Khaihthath was only a lip service to get sympathics
from Muslims. This staiemenl was supported by Tony Syargi in his book “Presiden AS
Pertama vang 10086 Yahudi” (The First-Amesican-100%-Jews President), In the
comclusion of hkifbook, he said that Obama ’r'mmFt policy since the beginning serve only
two interests that are the US and [smeli interesis.

The FUI was the main organization where these amti-American groups and
persons unite, Tn responding to the visit of Obama to lndnﬂHm. this organization
consisting of more than 30 small Tslamic groups rejected his visit 1o Jakarta, It demanded
the government and Indonesians 1o reject the visit and asked people 1o pray for the safety
and freedom of Palestiniang. In its statement, FUI blamed America's aggression in Iraq
und Afghanistan and its continuing supports © lsmel's occupation of Palestine lands. It
also stated that America was aggressor that killed M'Mllﬂlim.n

F. Conclusion: the Future

Indonesians’ perspectives on the United States are based on Indonesia’s historical
experience as a newly independent country dealing with & superpower. The United States
would like to $ee Indonesia rapidly become a more liberzl, modemn, and democratic
society, which, it is assumed, will be more conducive to U.S. interests. It also wants 1o
see quick action taken to thwan corruption and the progress of temrorism. Some
Indonesians, however, sge U S, pressurc.as a form of intervention in their intemnal affais.
Negative perceptions. of the United States ansc from the view that the United States
egnducts a double-standard policy in the Middle East that works 1o the disadvantage of
Muslim interests: Some Muslini groups also believe that the use of force in Irag,
resulting in the deaths of many civilians, willintensify terrorist activities rather than end
Ut

Aside from these concérny, however, govermnments i many periods of I:rnlh
countries'de share similer democratic values and common dnterests in Southeast Asia®

* Tony Syvarqy, Prestden AS Pevtama yang TI0%5 Yahudl (Jabarta: Jazera, Z0110),
2 e wwewsuara-istam gony newstabloid nesional /5 79-umat-iskam - wajib-tolak-obama
™ A Rabasa, A, and ) Haseman, The milifary and desoceacy in Indonesia: Challenges, palitics, and

power Sants Momica, CA: RAND Corporation, J, 2002, Remrieved October 28, 2004, from
':]j,l:p;;'.’ww_;md_mgﬁ;ﬂdhlmahmﬂﬂﬂi5':19-'
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The United States has played an important role in the history of Indonesia and has
always cooperated in building 2 stable and peaceful region. These similarities can be
used as the basis on which to build & better relationship in the future,

Indonesian perspectives on America represented by many concemed groups
discussed above may not jeopardize Indonesia-Malaysia relations. Indeed, the negative
perspectives to some America policies such as toward Afghanistan, Iran and Palestine in
gome occasions pushed the Indonesia government to take firm policies by criticizing
America, but this does not influence the normal bilateral relations between the two
countries. Indonesia government is also eager to show that it keeps implementing free
and active foreign policy as the fraditional guideline of foreign policy, although in many
areas Indonesia depends and needs helps and economic aids from America. In the long
run, however, ]J#upll: reactions and protests to America can increase anti-America
sentiments which can inspire policies taken by Indonesia government toward America.
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