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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Rationale

The matenial of hterary work is often taken from what happens in human's
life. Human definiicly becomes amn abject of the lirerary work. Clomesguerntly,
iteratre in daily life is not something peculiar anymore. It is renlly a reflection of
human life whether it concemny with happiness or uman anguish Thers is no Wiy
to deermine what is important and what is unimportant, what is essential aid
what 15 unessentin] sotween buman as an ebservable fact an Merary work al
human 28 a society, Acconding to Lowenthal, literature in pardcular snows not
only the socialized behaviour of man, but the process of his socalizotion, W
spesks not only of ndividual experience, but of the meaning of that experience
(Lewenthal, 1961 xiil), It means thet n work of literature deals with the experience
of real life and also dx meaning wacther it is the author’s own expericnoc or 1
experiences of others in the society. For the reason. the author moreates what e
has expericnced by means of litefure. Laurenson and  Swingewooid based theis
opmon on Lowenthal's statemem also argue tast literature Jelineates man's
amxietes, hopes, and aspiration. |t is perhaps one of the mest cffcctive the
socwlogical baromoter of the human response to the social foroe: (Laurenson and
Swing=wood, 1971:17)

Wellek and Warren stute that Literature seems 10 ¢lwm "Trarh” through
the view of life (1956:34). The material of Hlerery work is oflen as the ol
teaching that is taken from the expaience of Life far the author considers that Lilk
is indispensable 1o the existence of lterature. The work of literary ofler entertains
and also conveys o some messages and teachng about life for the reader
Therefore, fife can be learnt from literature through its message. By readirg
hiterary work the reader will not only come to know how people behave, feel, tabe
step, and think but also as if they were mvelved in 11 Similar with Wellek and
Warren's statement sbove, Eagleton states that licrary work i3 nefther a vehice
for ideas. a reflection of social really nor the incarnation of some transcedentsl
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truth, it is & material fact whiose functioning cun be analysed mther as one can
cxamne & machme {1983:3),

As un object of the Titerary work, human being is sometting interesting Lo
b nralyzod, either his physical aed pyychologicy] development or everything in
connection with him, Muman i & unigue idividual, possessing personl
charicteristics that differentiate hin from others Fundamentally, huwu:mr hurman
beings are more like one another than they are diferent But acnally there is e
significant  part  that differentize them fom others mamely personalay
Moskowitz and Osgel confirm thal every person has a personality and the soual
sppeal of a person is st one sspect of personality (1969:341) It means that
perscaality is the complexity of en individul dimm_.ruiuhi::.,g him from others

Charles de Bonald says that litetature embraces two powerful cultural
comyplexes, urt on the one hand and the market criented commodity on the other
(Lowenthal, 1961:%i), Literature 33 art is the erestion of individual and it is
experienced by individual, qua individual. Therefore, literature presents one of he
essentinl sources for studying the relation between man and society. While
literature as the market oriented commodity means that the suthor’s work can be
regarded as the successful work if people are enamoured of the asthor’s work.

There is an enormous diffcrence between drama and any other forms of
livcemure A drama is not 1eally a preve of ltestue G reading, Disua as voe of
literary firms is written through the disfogues und it inclines o be presented on
the suige, through the sctors and before an audience (Boulton, 1960:3). Therefire,
to see a drama is more exciting and memorable sxperience than to read a novel,
short story ‘and a poem as well. The actions and conversations take place befare
our very eyes, or , if there are actions in the drama so violent Jr distressing that
they cannot be represented on the stage, they car be described by characters who
are present on the g:age and show all the approprate signs of harror and revulson
(Boulton, 1960:4)

All my sons (1947) brougat Miiler to his firm sucocss. It won The hew
York Drama Critic Circle Award It was & hard time of the milation when he
wrote All My Soms. He was wmpressed by the power of economic crisis and

s R L o
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political imperatives which twisted. rorn and eroded (Leonard Moss, 1980). In £/
Ay Sanes, Miller trics (o show us how we' can be berter. In this play the tragic he'o
or the protagonist commits suicide. He is forced to secepl responsibility, lewna bis
fults. suflors and fnally dies. His suicide is necessary 1o restore the moral orides
of the upiverse Alhough this drama s unrecognised as the masterpiece of
Miller's works, but it is very interasting to dig out the series of persomahity ol each
main sharacter. Miller found the idea for Joe Keller's deceit in a true story, which
occummed during the World War I There was a manufscturer who shipped out tie
defective parts for tanks The defective parts had killed of many soldiers because
of the mechanicnl fulurcs: The manufaciurer’s fauh was discovered snd 3¢
convicted In AN Afy Sens, Miller obscrved the morality of the man who has ng
respoasibility and the cownrdice sometimes leads someone o his wagic end,

1.2 The Problems To Discuss

All My Sews is a drama that s full of iternal and social vonihicts. Joe
Keller as the major character experiences either internal or socal confiicts. It s
the effect of his grsat ambition © be the richer businessman in the lown that
canses him to act wrongly. Joe s very an ordinary man, decent, hardworking snd
charitsble But in contrast, he has some moral flaw or weaknoss He demics that he
ndens his depuly mumga, Steve, o vovel up the cracks on the phone and sends
them to the army. Finally, he does nol confess that he has done a decet and lels
the court bring Sicve Lo prasan,

The discussion deals with Joe's faulis in the play that affect on the change
af the main characlers’ personalities and then the change of personality lead Joe,
Kate, Larry and Chris to their tragk lives, Joe changes his personalities when he is
successful on his botruyal 1o Steve and since Larry is reported missing m fhe
world war. Otherwise, Kate, Chns and Larry change their perscnalities affer they
knew that Joe is sbiolutely suspected of the crime, but he tries to get away from
s crme Fmally, Joe commits sicide after reading Larvy's igr He canaot
restore fife 10 the death but be san give fife ad free from 2 sense of maral
surreader back 10 his beloved son, Chris. Kate loses her husband and has to realize
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about Larry's death. Cheis chooses his way by leaving home and loses his trust Lo
Joc sfter he finds out the wuth of what happensd in Joe's fictory in the la
autumn of 1943, Lamy commits suiclde after reading in newspaper aboul s

father's crnme. He cennot bear Joe's crime anymore 50 he commils suicide.

1.3 The Gouls of The Study

The first mimr of writing this thesis is Lo get deep undersanding about the
sppropriste meaning of the change of personalicy it can happen 0 anvbody
whoever he is. The scoond is 1o get detaled sccount on the change of the man
churacters’ personal ties and the efect on their lives” continuation. In this play the
change of the muin characiers” personafities hias led them w thet wagc lives. The
third aim is to get moral teaching by studying this drama through the actions of
the main charncters, The fourth onz is to apply the given theary in The Faculty of
Letters. The wrlter 1opes that the thesis to be a uselul contribution to give deeper

iformation of literay works especally about Arthur Miller's works.

1.4 The Scope of The Study

Theere are o many interesting events in AN My Sons. Therefore, in order to
avoic an excessive discussion and Lo get a better understandmg of this thesis, the
lmitgtion s needed This thesis will be mamnly tocussed on the series of faults s
done by Joe Keller and the great influence of Joe's faults on the change of us and
three other maln ciaraciors’ persomalities. Joe Keller 1% an anbitious character
who places hig narow responsibdity to his immediate funily above his wider
responsibility to the men who rely on the integrity of his work, The change of
persunality is the elfect of different circumstance that suddenly ocours. Winmck
confirrns that shock crisis is charactenzed by an event which occurs over a
relatively short periad of time and results in & suden shock the family, rendering
it temporarily unable 1o cope (Corsini, 1994:8). In this drama, the change of the
four main charectens’ personalities has fed *n their tragic lves
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1.5 The Hypothesis

Fhiliber states a typothess w o statement of expecied oulcome of resesrch
thai is made temporanily and it is lemporarily scceptable as a tnrh. Hypothesis is
used a5 the basic thought and gives a direction on verification process (1580°28).
It is hypothesized thal sometiines sirong ambition will force someone to axt
wrongly. Error is common, but sometuimes buman docs o mistaike on purposa
Emor is not common anymore, bul 1t becomes a come This fact will leed
someone to his or her tragic life. It is also hypothesized that ther2 13 a correletion
between the change of the individus's personality end lus bife's contimuahion

L.6 I'he Approache: To Use

Tais drama 5 full of intemal and soclal conflicts that are faced by the
characters  Analyzing the change of the four main charucters’ personalitiss
leading 10 théir trage lives in the drama is inseparable from thar psychological
problems. Therefore, it is convenient to know the change of persanality that lowls
o trnigic life by using psvchological spproach, Psvehological approach is
appropriale to use in this thesis, It can be used as 1 means of anulyzing the mental
situation and the stete of mind of the character thit motives thelr action. Scott
states that psychological approach zan be used tw explain the ficitious characters
(1962:72). Pavchological upproach will help the writer in analyzng  such
personality which may observe by other people through one’s thought, feelings,
motives, wishes, hojes, sclfconcept, as well as the fears and anxictics These
aspecis are usad to describe an individual's personelity

This thess also uses sociolegical approach for the analysis. According Lo
Scotl, sociological asproach is an spproach which is used to place the work of ant
in the social atmosphere and also define their relationship (1962:123)
Socidlogical approcch s used ‘o analyze suoch persomality on the socal
relationship among the characters which is revesled by their actions, speeches,
physical appearance cnvironments, and anothers” social judgemen| Basicaly
personality 15 expressed in hunan relationshi. bocause personality refers
primarily 1o the tvpical ways in which a person rescts to other persons or in otber
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wurd personality refers to the wiy of behaving. Sociological approach is also used
to amlyze social phenomena happened in the sciety. According o At sonm,
Socio.ogical approach concerns on the background of the writer, the function of
literary works toward the sociery, the reader’s condition &t that time, the
socinbgicyl environment around the fiterary works which incluces various kinds
of human’s activitics in the society, such as on culural, political phenomena thet
peopie may undergo (1993:73). Al My Sons reflects the social problem of the em.
The war much influences the drama and the solting v around the years after tw
Secord World War. The socologesl approach aims to anulyze the influence of
the scoial condition a1 that tme toward Keller's family Joe Keller blumes the wi
a5 the cause of his crime. 1le describes thar in the wartdme nothing s baadul,
every one will get money through whaieer way he does because the situalion
compls him to do so,

1.7 The Method to Analyze

This thesis is written through n lbrary research, The prime data is laken
frot the play itself and the supporting data is taken from some reference books,
dictinnaries and internet. While the method of composing this thesis is inductive
method, Hadi stafes that inductive method can be used to explain ides from
particular to genera decimon (1994 42) s method begins by observing Joe's
faults and clarifying Joe's faults that affect on the change of the muin characters’
personalities, whetter or not these faults affecc on the chunge of the mun
characters’ personalty that lead them to thesr rags fves

1.8 The Ovganization of The Thesis

This thesis is organized in five chapters, Chapter | deals with introduction.
Chapter 1l concerns with the biography of Arthur Miller and the synopsis of 41
My Soms. Chapter 11 discusses the important terms that are apglied in this thesis
Chapter IV discusses the main distussion of the effect of Joe Keler's faults on the
change of the mair charactors’ personalities that lead to their tragic fives. The
wholz discussion of the thesis is concluded in Chapter V.
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CHAPTERII
IHE WRI'TER AND THE SYNOPSIS OF Al My Sons

2.1 The Biography of Arthur Miller

Arthur Millse 8 one of the famous twentieth-cintury American
playwrights who i3 belicved as The “Social Dramatat” playweight Arthur miler
witd homn in Mew York, on October 17, 1915 and grew up m Harleem s
appearance on his childhood gencnally was us o nomintelectual boy. He spent a ot
of tire on football, baschall and read adventure stcries too

Since 1913, there were American movement Gn economuc aspect wiach
was each worker doing one simpe task in the production of automobiles. His
fathet was only o ladics-wear manufaciurer and shopkeeper who had been ruined
i the depresstion The sudden movement on economic had a strong influence an
his father's business After the movement, the family settled m new place,
Brooklyin The wedel uf hus Brookiyn lwine was poured out on one of his success
in Duath Of A Salesman and became one of the major achievenents of Modem
Amencan |heatre

He was graduated from high school in 1932 and s demre lo lake up
lectute on college compeled him to curn money by working in sutomobile pans
warchouse Then te entered Th: University of Michigan in 1934 to study
joutnalism,  Dostoevsky's novel The Brothers Koramuzov hpd inspired lim

hecarie n writer. In New York, after gradumed from Michigan in 1938, he starled:

writing seripts for redio program like Cavaleade of Americn (NBC) and Columaia
workshop (CHC) ard he also joined with The Federal Theawe 1'rject.

Mary Slaterry was his first wife. In 1940 Miller marnied er and they were
grantad two children. In 1944, The Man Who Had All The Luck won a prize from
New York City's Theatre Guild. In the same year, he collected some background
material for the screcnplay The Story Of Gi Joe (1945) in Arny camps. Focus
(1245) is Miller's first novel It is about Anti-Semutism. Miller's plays often i
how families are destroyed by falss values as car be seen in Ali My Sans (1947),

e
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4l My Sons won The Drama Crinics Cirele Award as the best play of the scason
This play it about & war profiteer. numed Jue Keller, who has cased the death of
a2 numbet of aviaters oy supplying The USAAF the defective airplan: purts called
cylindesr beads

Pesath O Swlesman (1949) brought Miller International Fume and hecamuy
one of the major achicvements of modern American theatre. It won nf:bmh ‘The
Dramma Critice Cirele Award and 'he Pulitzer Prize, b was reganded as one of the
important Amencan plavs afler World War 11 1t is supposed 1o -his masterpiece.

Miller is well kiawn a8 an “Cutstanding Father Of The Year™ It was his
curecsslyl ern ns o famous wrier (n 1949 Not long afterwards he released fie
Crwedrle (19531 The Cruclble i an allegory for the MeCarthy s and miss
hysterin 1t became one of Miller's most-produced plavs, althouzh Broodway
producton flopped I the play he expressed his faith om the abihty of an
individugl 1o resist con‘ormis] pressures, ffw L ructhle Teccived Amoinete Pemy
Award 4 View From The Bridge was suceessfully produced i 1925, The drama
15 about neestuos love, jealously and betruyal

Ia 1956 Miller mamicd the woton-picture wiress Manlvn Momroe. 1His
overpowering love inspired him i hus screenplay Msfits. The film was dirccied
by John Huston, strrirg Mongomery Clifi, Clark Gable and Manlyn Monroe At
s his rarrage was nel cverlasting, (hey divorced in 1961 John |Huston wrote in
his book of memoir, Ar (Open Book 1480, Miller's marmiage was already breaking,
because Monroe didn't show her figure as 8 good wite for Miller, She was always
late geiling 10 the location and used heavily drugs. It nade Miller el 50 lonely.

After nine years absence with the play, Miller returned with Afrer The | ‘all
as the poirayal of Miller's unbappy marriage 1o Morroe. A year afier his divoree,
Miller married the Austrian photographer Inge Morth, Miller co-operated with
Morath on two books. The first fo Ruwssia (1969) was a travel piece with
illustrations by Inge Morath while haese Enconmery (1979) is another traveler's
ala.

His two one-act plays, fnctdent at Vichy (19€4) and The Price (1968) deal
with the universality of human responsibility and the guilt thal ofies accompanics
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survival and success. His later dramatic warks are The Creatian (3 The World and
(Wher Buvineee (16872)  This phy swemed giving the andince  mportar
information. And they in 1991, he eleased 75 Rude Down Aownt Morgan, i o
full of didactic. Such as morality, responsible as the shsolute neod and love each
other. While /he Lae Yandee was produced in 1593 1n 2002, Mller received his
last honorable award as The Firs US recipient of the awad from Spain's
Prestigious Principle de Asturias for ierature,

2.1 The Synopsis of AN My Sons

The play (5 set (h August 1947, in the mid-west of the US. A, The cvents
aceur betwesh Suniwy morming and o lifle sfisr ros n'elnce the fllowing
morning. A Ay Sans 15 a drama in three acts illustrating the events i the
autskits of an American Town Joe Keller loses ore son in the war and is keen o
see liti remammy son, Uhns [hree and a hall years before, Larry Keller was
reparted mussing in astion, while flyng a mission off the coast of Thina. It 1 early
Sundsy morning, Frenk gels a mess and predicis that according to Lamy's star.
Movenber (wenty-fifih is Larry's fivourable day, for a person = a fortune dzy
acrorcing to his stars. So it will be practically impossible for hm to die on his
favoursble day. Joe is doubtful whesher Larry is stil alive or not, because there is
no sign whether corpae or grave arc found

During the World War [1, Joo is the hesd of his business which makes aero
engine parts. On his business, Joe has a partner business, named Steve Deever. Fe
lives in the next docr of Keller's spartment, with his two nice children, (rearge
and Ann Deever. When one night, the production line begins to wm out cracked
cylindsr beads, the night foreman alerts Steve as Toe's deputy manager when le
arrives 8l work. Steve calls Joe by phone to ask what to do. Worries by the lost
preduztion and not eeing the consequences of his decision, Joe orders Steve o
weld over the crucks, He says that he will take responsibility for this, but he
cannol come 10 work, as he has influenza. Unfortunstely, several wecks laia
r'i;r;ﬂr;—une aeroplanss crash and kill the pilots on the same day. Investigation
reveals the fault in the cylinder heads, Steve and Jee are arrested and convicled. In


http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

19

the court Joe denics Sieve's version of the evers and blames Steve upon the
doceit Joo rejects to take the responsiiity for ais crime, mowmover the cout
cannot prove o phone call. Steve is punished by the zourt und Joe i exonerated

After the trial Ann and George Decver move 1o New York Anm is twentr-
six. she 5 Larry's il She is gentle but despite he' seif-capable cf bolding fast 1o
whitt the knows. The play opens the followng Surday moming Todsy Ann visiis
Keller m order to make her relation with Keller more intense afier the mal scveral
years ago and besides Chins asks her to come i

Chris loves Ann a great deal, so be begs his father 1o comvince mother that
as & matter of fact nobody believes Lary is still alive, it not, he teats to leave the
busineas hecauee it doss not inspirs him  Joe & completely convinced. Kate will
object giving permission of Chris's intention for marrying Ann, bis brother's girl
Kate believes Larry is sfill alive and expects him o return home yet. On e
Saturday night there is a storm, a tree, planted as a memorial (U Liny is snappsd
by the wind Kates wakes from a cream ol Larry and the same time enters the
garder to find the broken tree 'The broken tree causes Kate iy seemingly
apprehensive She wormes Larry wil not come.

In the second act, George errives in Keller's house. His coming 1s only for
taking Ann home, not to seck revenge of Joe's crime. There is blood in his ey
Cleutge is a soulmate of Chria When younger, George grestly wimirad Chrix e
has been decorated for bravery ike Chns too while he was in the war. He
followed Chris in accepting that Steve is guilty, but now he las found out ‘he
truth. Now he reproaches Chris for deceiving him Creorge feels greatly unhappy
after visiting Steve in prison. Steve is disiike knowing Ann s st his enemy in
disguise's place at that time Durirg the unhappy situation, George opens the tuc
caurse of events,

Not long afferwards, Kate chases Ann away because she thinks Ann as a
irouble maker does not belong here, she is Larry's girl With the biligiress
dommant Chris tells Kaig of his mention ol marying Ann. Keee o ongriy, Kate
gc. + this matter as a betrayal .md it forces her 2 tell Chris the truth, To beliove
Larry is dead will be to believe his death is a punishment of Joe's crime, su she
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the court Joe denics Steve’s versicn of the events and blames Steve upon the
decrit Joeo igjects v lahe e responaibility for s come, morcover the coun
cannot prove a phone call. Steve is panished by the sourt and Joe is exonerated

Afler the trial, Ann and Geonge Deever move to Mew York. Ann 1s twenty-
six, she is Larry's g She is gentle but despite her self-capable of holding 1ast 12
what she knows. The play opens the following Surday moming. Today Ann vigita
Keller in order to make her relation with Keller mere intense aller the trial several
vears sgo and besides Chris nsks her to come,

Chris loves Aan o grent deal so he begs his father to convince mother that
as u ratter of faet nobody believes Larry is still alive, if not, he treats to leave the
business because i doen ool uspus him, Joe is mmpllr-h:ly caminced, Kaole wil
abject giving permisdon of Cheis's intention for marrying Ann, ks brother's gul
Kate relieves Larry is atill alive snd expeets him to return heme yet. On the
Saturday night there is a storm, n tee, planted as a memorial 1o Larry is suapped
by the wind. Kates wakes from a deam of Larry ind at the same time enters the
gardes to find the broken tree The broken woe causes Kae is seemingly
apprehensive. She worries Larry wil not come

In the seoond act, George amives in Keller's housc. His coming is only
taking Ann home, not to seek revenge of Joe's cime There is Hood in his eyes.
mﬁam:dms.mw‘wmnnﬁm]mﬂa. He
has been decorsted for bravery like Chris too while he was in the war. He
ﬁ:ﬂumdﬂhisinnn::pﬂﬂglhﬂﬁmwhpﬂhy.hm.mwhehﬁfmndmnﬁu
truth. Now he reproaches Chris for deceiving him. George feels preathy unhapy
after visiting Steve in prison Steve in dislike knowing Ann is at his enemy in
disguise's place at that time, During the unhappy situanon, Georze opens the trae
cours: of events.

Not long afterwards, Kate chases Ann wway because she thinks Ann as a
trouble maker docs mot belong here, she ia Larry's girl With the batterness
dominant Chris tells Kate of his irtention of mamyire Ann Kate 15 angny, Kate
sees this matter a8 o betrn.2l and it forces her to tell Chris the truth To believe
Larry is dead will be to believe his death is a punishment of Joc's crime, so the
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must persuade herself that Lary is still alive. Afler hearing that Chris does nal
move and aeks Joe telling the truth of whist happened iu Lus factory in the sutumn
of 1943, Joe tells kim, he did it for the sake of his business which has bean
mannged for fourty vears and il will be dedicsted to him, Chrs conversely
bacomes shocked and furious hearing Joe's conlission, He says Joe is not even an
anirmel bt be is worse than an animal

In the lnst act, since the quarre]l between Chnis and Joe, Kate grealy
suffers. While Chris decides 1o zo out and h doss not come il fhe foilowing
day. When waiting for Chris, Kate tries to persuade Joe to fimist and mekes clear
the rot by realizing his deceit and willing to punish. By doing that so perhsps
Chrie will be able 1 forgive him, but Joo reflses i sud be will rather dic than
goes 1o piskon, He dovs not want -o take a huck of this ro1. He reminisces sboul
Larry by saying that Larry wall net despise him as Chris onee did o him. Lavy
fully understands his busmess, Joe will not forgive Chris because he is his aon and
has to obey him.

In the middie of their talk, Ann enters the room, They say nothing el
waiting for her spesk. She exposes the true fact 10 Kate and Jos. For three and 2
half years, Ann has told noone of _army’s letter. Before his last fight, Larmy wite
1o his fisncee. Ann Decver, he had read of his father's and Steve’s arrest. His
engine did not fail him but he committed swade. (o prove i, she then shuws
Larr's letter Afler reading the letter, Kate gets dhock, Chris cones into the room
and tells Joe that 3¢ does not care sbout the business anymere. Joe extremely
worties of Chris’s refusal. Suddeny Ann goes quickly to take letter from Kate ind
stnrty for Chris. Mather instantly rushes to intervept her and firally Chris reads it
for Joe, While reading, Joe grabs it from Chiis's hand and starts reading by
himself. Afler n long pause, he tims and starts slowly for the house. Not lang
aftarwards a shot is heard in the bouse They stand frozen for a brief second. Joe
commits suicide by shooting himself The Lury's letter alko answers Jloe's
repeated question sbout what he must do, to atone for his crime. He cannot resore
life to the dead, but be can give life free from a st :tul'nmrnlﬁurmdm'harkm
Chrs.
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CHAFPTER Il
THE MEANINGS OF THE TERMS

It {x indispensable to give clear description about the important terms that
are apolied before coming to further analysis of this thesis. The recognition of the
meaning of the terms is very useful to comprehend the discussion casily. They ate
five significant terms which are gaing to be exphined. Those e Effect. Faul,
Personality, Main Character. and Tragic Lite

To give some definitions of the above words, il will be Jecessary 10 ute
several dictionaries end also some expents’ arguments related 1c the titie of the
thesis. All of the stalements of the axperts, moreover, are combined as accuratey
as possible in order 1o find out & unity and completenoss ol the abvious meanitg
of each word

3.1 The Meaning of Effect
The term Efiect has more than one measing. The American Heritage
Dictienary of The English Language states that he word Eifect (noun) means.

1.something brought about by s cause or agent; result . 2.the way in which
sumneiliug auls upon of influences an object. . 3.the final or comprobensive
result, an oucome athe condition of beng in full force or execution;
being. realization. ..

(Willinm Morris, 1970:415)

Furthermore, The New Grolier Webster's Internatioml Dictionary of
The English Language defines Effect (poun) as follows.
That which is produced by some agency or cause a result or a
consequence, power to produce result, foroe validity, the result intended,
purport, the intent tenor or significance; the states of bemng operative, the
result upon the mind of what is apprehended by the facuhies.
(Mario Pei. Voll, 1974314},

12
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Congidening the above definitions, it can be sasd that the term effect 1 something
that e produccad by e acion of an agent dr causc ond follows it in time, either
immediately or shorily. An offect also can be called as an outcome on the last
scrics of un event, decision and also an act that follows a canse. An Effect 15
regarded &5 the Iast product of & cause or as the consequence of o cause. I there 18
an cffcct s0 there muost be a canse. A sause produces an effect, wiile an effect is
produced by some causes or agencics.

in Ail Ay Sony, the cffcct of Joc™s faults 15 the ehange of his und other
main cheracters’ persoralities, Then, the change of their personalities lead to their
tragic lives. Or in other words, the change of persomlity thut lead lo their tragic
lives arethe conseyuence ot il vuicume of Joe"s fauts.

3.2 The Meaning of Fauli

This section exalains the meating of the word Fault The tavm Fault hat
some meanings secording 1o some dicionaries,

The Webster's Third New Ioternationsl Dictionary of English
Language ststcs that Faukt (noun) meens:

Ib: neglect, default. 2: a defect in quality or constiulion.. . al an
inperfection in character o disposiion: fmling. weakness, csp: o
tHameworthy woral weakness less senious than a vice 3: a failure to do
what is right b a wrong doing of an ewwable himd ¢ nristake,
error. d: a failue to do something requised by law or the doing of
something fortidden by law. 4a: responsbility for wrong doing o

failure. .
{Babcock, vol.1, 198] :K29)

Fram the above definitions, it shows that fault 1s & defect in person’s quality or an
imperfection in & charcter, or in other word fault is an act by doing something
that is required by law or is forbidden by law. Frult refers to porson’s moral
weakness and less serious than a vice that leads someone to failure of doing what
i right. Fault slso stresses on a harmless weskness deriving from a character,
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The Grolier International Dictionary defines Fauli (noun) as follows.

I somcthing that prevents perfectioh, as: a flaw, blcmsh, or defcol b a

misclake: emor ¢ an  offense, (lransyression, oOf Tnor

vice. .. 2 responsibility for such a mistake or offence: culpabiity...
(Willizm Morris, 1 969: 479}
Based on above deficiions, the term fault usually refers to o speafic quality of
vice babavior or trait 1t iy closely related to a muztake or error. Trercfore, fault
abwavs causes such a conflict.

According 10 all explanaiion: above, it can be said that she torm fault
relates 1o the defoct and imperfection on quality of someone becawse it relates to
an aspect of wrong o untruth act. Fault s an act ol doing something kat 1
lorbidden avoording (o the law, Shortly, the exacl neaning of the term fault 15
indesd quite difficult to be defined since the 1erm includes an abiract concept
However, the term can theoretically be disoussed ns 1t has sn mteation 0 prove
that Joe's faults in AY My Soms are showed, First, s ambition i© he the richer
busineganan in the town and hig behiel thal money @ the symbol of everything by
compell ng someone to do his desire. Second, his decerving action o his busincss
partner by telling the coun that he knows nothing of what happered. Third, s
irresponsibility to realize his deceit and not willing tc punish.

3.3 The Meaning of Main Characier

It is firstly important 0 find oul the delinition of the term Character,
before atrving at the definition of the term Mam Cheracter because it will suppon
the obvious meaning of the term main character.

The termy Charneter has more thon ose meamng The Grolier
International Dictionary defines Character (noun) as follows:

1.the combination of qualities or leatures that distinguishes one person,
group, or thing “rom another 2 one such distingmshmg featuz or attnbute;
s characteristic 3. the combined moral or ethical structure of a person or
group %.a person portrayed in o drama, novel, or other amistc piece 10.a
description of a person’s antribates, truits, or abilities.,

{William Moms, vol 1, 1969: 226)

®

b
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Bascd oa above definitons, the mean ng of the term character is & person that is
petiayed in a drama, novel, or other licmery works. Cramuier is also e combuonad
of moral and cthical strecture of a person that distingmishing o person’s trais

Another meanirg of the term character is explained by Schwicbert. He
defines * Charscters are the imeginary persons who appear in fietional narmatdives
or dramatic works and characterization is achieved through the depichon ol
action, description, andior dislogue™ (2001:134), Schwicbert's wbove passage
gives an explamation thut o character is a person is describod in litzrary work by
the author. In many casss the character stands in his own existence with regard
show the charucterization which is planned by the author throuygh the deprction off
action, d=scription, and dialogue

The other defirition about the term Charader s given In Stanton, e
defincs Character as follows:

Ihe term “Character” is commanly used in two ways: it designates the

mdividuals whe appear in th: story, as in “How many characters are

there?™ and il refers w0 the mixture of tnleresly, desiren, emotions, and
moral principles thwt make up cach of these mdividuals, as in “How would

you describe his character?™{ 1964:17)

From Stanton's statement above, it can be said that chameters indieate W the
individuals who appeur in the story and each of them has 118 own charcieri aton
that is madc by the mitture of interests, desires, emotions, and moral principles.
The chasscters are created and imterpreted by the author through their actions,
because basically every author wants the reader to understand and also able 1o
descnibe s characters which are presenied on his works.

Furthcrmote, Chatman (1993:58) illuminatcs that = Characte is a narrative
ggenl mmy be merely imstrumental to the plot Characler posscsses Iraits,
distingmshing qualitics that give them some lond of identity and personality™
From hi: impression it can be snid that cach character possesses traits, therefore,
from vanous trarts seem appropnate 13 explain their various thoughts and actions
too. The actions ol a churncter here serve to characten#2 them.

Summarizing all of the statements above, main chameter can be said os a

person or people who are presented in every evenl in a drama, novel, prose
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through he dialogue, pction, expression and sibilude The main cheracter has an
caacntinl role in the likccary works because’ as a chief person 2ll of hus actions,
thoughts. and attrtudes 1/(luence the story

Stanton defines Main Character as follows:

“Most stoncs contun a cemral character, whe 15 relevant 1o every eveni in

the story, wsually the events cause some changes cither o hos hife or

Attt Tosnrd Fim™ (196417}

The mam or central chamelers are the most important persons in the most pan of
the whols story i which they do anything and sppear many tines i a series ol
cventy and their appesrnees are absolutely irmportn, teward the development of
the plot 'he mam characters nlso become Lhe centre umong the other characizis
ither twar aclions and dislogues are very important W every event.

According W the above explinalions, an obvious understnding about
main character can be drawn as the imporant or principal persomn oo sloeiay works
such as 4 novel, prose, play and olhe literary works, and s presence 15 more
domnant than the othe: characters. Ir AN Ady Soens, Joe, Kate, Chis, and Larry
Keller dominate the actions of the play and the story is also focuscd on them
Thercfore, they arc shown as the main characters in AY My Sonx,

3.4 The Meaning of Persanality

T2 analyze the man charscies” personalitics i AN My Sons and also
shout the change of personality among them, firsty, we must dafite & more
essential word of personality and clanly i 1 order 10 provide the limitation of the
discussion. Thas section describes several meanings of the word personabity.

The term persorality 15 something complex snd there 15 not any precise
definition for the word There have been a lol ol various interpretations aboul
persasality, One of thsm iy explaimed by Gage and Berliner. They state ™
Personality is the integration of all of o person’s traits, abilities, and motives as
well as his or her temperament, attitudes, opinions, belicfs, emotional responses,
cogpitive styles, character, and morals, Obwviously, then, the term persomalily
encompasses all aspects of human betavior™(1984:165). Rune also has the same
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idea with Giage and Berfiner in defining personalities. He defines personality as ™
The totally of wmenal trains cheractedming on  individual  personality o
sl 1963:230),

It 1% stmilar wich Symonds, he explains thut personality not only refers to
behavior, bul alse relers 1o thoushts and feelings, motives, fantasies, defenses and
self-comoepl of an mdividusl (Hsmachek, 1970 580). According to this
explaination, it can be said that perscnality may be seen from a number of ponts
of view which defines the mdividual Or in other word personality may observe
by athe: people through onc’s thought, fecling, motives, fanmmics. defences and
self-concept of an individual

Anolher mceanng of the tom Personality 1 cxplained In The Grolicr
International Dictionsry (1969978 defines Personality as follows:

| The state or quality of being a person. 2.4, The dynamic character, self,

or paycho thol constitutes und animates the individunl perron and makes

his experience of life unique b A person as the embodiment of distinelve
raita of mind and behaviom 3. The patern of collecave character.

behupvioral, lemperumental, emolional and mental traits of an individoal. 4.

Distinctive qualities of an mdividual, especiully, those distinguishing

personal characteristics that make onc socilly appealing: “it's not what

vou say, IU's how vou say it - hecanse personality always wins the day™

{Arthur Miller)

From several menmne of persomalily above, it can be saud thar personality
is the quality of being a person that constitutes and mimaies the incvidual person
and makes his expenience of life unrque. 1t also can be said that personality
consists of distinctive traits of mind, behavior, temoernmental and emotional. In
short, personality is someone’s qualities that can distinguish hum er her to others
because everyone has different ways to act or behave in responcing lus or her
COVIrOnment.

I'he other defirition sbout the term personal ty s given by Kngers. Rogers
defincs “ Personality ns a process, as fluid state mther than 2 sct of fixed
charactenstics, and discusses the conditions of change which would be necessary

in orde for sell — perception 1o change"{Hamachek, 1970:593) Based on the
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quolatior, we can pomt oul thal the personality i the dvoarme process that
pormable o change over time

Futhermore, Klopper (1994:47) defines The Changes Parsonalily as
follows:

Hehaviar often changes across tme and across siluanons. The ¢ritenia for

deciding whether behavior change reflects actual personality change or

rerely the joint effects of personality and the current situation ar of 1wo
conflicting pensonality tendencies, the CreumSIENCCS  ECTOSS which
personality changes may be expecied, the extent to which persomulily can

change ('The Encyclopedia of Prychology, 1994:49).

The definition gives us i clear explaination hul persanality may change
over a leng period of tme and the different circumstances. So we can conclude
that the personalily may change und the enviromenla change 15 one of the factors
which cen influence the change of personality. And the last the changes may lake
u variety of forms.

symonds (Di Vesta and Thompson, [1970:395) explams the ftermn
Personality as follows

The roots of personality are constitutionsl, the struchurs of personality,
rarticularly as it ilmnsndmhlnmmtumrﬁiﬁﬁisﬂtmmltu[
learning - lcaming which begns shortly afier birth and continucs trough
irfancy and eary childhood The basic pattems of personality are formed
1 the first five or six years of life. These facs place a great responsibility
oo parcms, Eﬂpnrmnnlityiﬁ:rmudlupﬂy!huaﬂhrmtﬂi—ﬂhild
rlationship, Persomality is umque flavor for cach iudividual are
cetermined by environment and experiences of an individual

The quotation gives us an expluination that personality is formed by the action of
learning process. The main responsiblity for the development of personality falls
on parents. A molher's behaviors and responscs wwiurd bt cluld are primanly a
mater of attitude and fecling of her. A mother’s attitude here is a function of her
personaity, which was formed in her infancy and childhood and she tries to apply
it {oward her child, The leaming process here is considered the mijor rofe in the
development of personality. Personality is acquired as a result of membership in
the socicty. Individuals growing up mn Eastern culture share expenicnces that are
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quotation, we can poml oul that the personulity 18 the dvoamic process that
pos=ible to change over ime

Futhermore, Klopper (1994:47) defines The Changes Pzrsonaliy as
follows:

Behavior oflen changes acruss time and across siluations. The cntenia for
deciding whether behavior change reflects actual personality change or
merely the joint effects of personality and the current sitwation or of Two
conflicting personality tendencies, thc CrCUMSENCCS  HCTOSS which
personality changes may be expecied, the exient 1o which personalily can
change (The Encyclopedia of Psychology, | S -493,

The definition gives us n clear explaination hal persanality may change
over a leng period ol tme and the different circumstances, 50 we can conclude
that the personiality may change und the envirumenla change 15 one of the factors
which cen influence the change of persomality. And the Jast the changes may take
a variety of forms

symonds (Di Vesta and Thompson, [970.385) explams the ftemn
Personality as follows

The roots of personality are constitubonal, the structurs of personality,
prﬁmﬂnr!}rtﬁllisc:t;luﬂdmhmmmnnmﬁw.ism:m&

learning  lcaming which begns shonty aficr birth and continues trough
nfancy and eary childhood The basic patiems of personality arc formed
i1 the first five or six years ol Tife. These fisc's place a great responsibility
cn parcnts. for personality = formed larpely through parent — chald
rlationship, Personnlity 1§ umque flavor for cach idndual  are
cetermined by environment and experiences of an individual
The quotation gives us an expluination that pepsonality is formed by the acton of
learning process. The main responsiblity for the development of personality falls
on parents. A mother's behiviors and responses wwad by clild are primarily a
matter of attitude and feeling of her. A mother’s attitude here 15 a function of her
persona ity, which was formed in her infaney and childhood and she tries to apply
it toward her child. The learning procesy here is considered the major role in the
development of personality. Personality 18 acquired as a resull of membershup in

the socicty. Individuals growing up in Eastern culture share expenences that arc
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different from those of mdividuals growing up in Westemn oulture. So we can
conglude that the different environment will Torm the diMerent persooality ww.

Crow also have the same idea with Symonds m definng the ferm
personality He explong thal personality usually 18 associated wath  the
individut!’s learning cxperiences. Human's behavior and attifude at first devetap
at home (1956201 In the same way, I4 Viestn and Thompson deline that * The
majonity of social scicatists will agre: thut (he home is still the mast importan
socializing and character-building. The home thus remaih clearly primary as the
nurturant, socinlizing agency during the early vears of childhood™ (1970 397)

Meanwhile, there are two csscntinl factors formung the perssnality Thesc
ure inhented and envirenmental factors. | s mmpressinn means the. dhe aspoc of
personal ity are inheriied trought genes that are passcd on from parcats ' children.
While the environmen is important 1 personality because il provides difficrent
individual with different opportunitiss for learning specific ways of thinking,
fealing md behaving. ‘The lewrning process here is considered as the major role in
lhe development of such personality jecause persorality is learmed a5 a result of
memberihip in the socicty, So that, it :s possible that the environmental changes e
one of the causes ol the changes personality {The Encyclopedia Amenicana, 1998
758)

From all of the explainations above, it can be concluded that personalily ts
the identity of o person that can be szen from his or her habitual pattern and the
quility of behavior From the impression, other people will know the habitual
pattern und the quality of behavior of & person and fmally they will know his or
her personul ideniity

Al My Sons 18 & drama that telks about the complexity of nersonalines.
The change of personalities among them arc influenced by a sudde movement of
different circumstances. Joe's faults here cause the changing of his and other mam
characters’ persomalities. Joe changes his personality when he is suecessful on his
betrayal to Steve, his personality changes from wam to arbitrary, Citherwise, Kate
and Chus change their personalities efter they know that Joe™s fanhs cause Lany’s
death, Kate's personslity changes from imprudent lo sensible, while Chri



http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

20

changes his personafity from obedieat 1o disobedient. Larry alse changes hus
perronality from aptimictic to pessivistic after kncwing Jue's erime. Sn, their

chanyzes of personalitics are as the consequence ol Joe's faults,

3.5 The Meaning of Tragic life

I is the true fact that humen and conilict cunnotl be separaled. Human
relpies 0 conflict and on the contrary, lafe is urdoubtedly full of confhicts,
sufferings, and destructions, There are ofien unexpected conflicts happen mostly
in human life, which are sometimes profoundly difficult to overcome. 1o many
respects, it depends on the way "1How the people solve the conflict of their lives™
When people cunnot foce the problems perfectly, it i very posubie o lead peopic
falls inte misery, calam tv, sorrow, frastration and destruction.

Before beginming with the meaning of tragic life, firsdy n wll be
necessary to know the meaning of tgedy. Tragedy in literury works has some
meanings The detailed explanation of the implied terms 0 the ntle 15 very
essentinl to pet a pood wnderstanding ol the play

In Dictionary of Literary Terms Shaw (1972:381) defines Tragedy as
foll pws:

A calamity, disaster, or fatal cvent In litcmture, tragedy refers o any

composition with 8 somber theme camied 1o 2 disastrous corclusion. From

a Greek term meaning “gosl song” tragedy involves death just as the

sacrifice of goats, totems of primative peoples. did in ancien! rituals. .

Furthermore, The Webster Third New Intemational defines tragedy asa
drama 11 verse or prose and of series and dignified character that typically
describe: the development of the conflict between the protngoniss and & sperior
furces such us. destiny, circumstances, sockety and reaches a sorowlul ending and
disastrous conclosion that exciie pity or crmors, concaming an unfoTunate, sad or
discoursging occurrence or situation, bad luck, whappy fate 3d mislorune
(Babeock, 1916:2423). From this point of view, tragedy however, is an imitation
not only of @ complets action, but also of incidents arousing pity of fear, Al My
Sons deals with the downfall of the main characiers. It has sigmficantly sad
events. trugne actions and sorrowlul endings,
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Simulardy, Abrems expluins that tragedy 18 most often apphied to hiterature
erpecia ly drama, It mepresents sorious ohd important aotiona, which tum out
disastrously for the chief character (1941201

“rom several defimitions sbove, 1t can be smd that tragedv 15 a play with
ploomy theme and cnding i disaster for protagonst 11 implics 3 change from
happiness to unhappinzss, usually with the mumn chamoter's death. Such incidents
have o great effect on the mind when thev occur unexpeciedly. or in other word
they vceur as the consequence of some extreme quality, fn A0 My Sons, the main
charncters face serions problems which are virtually profound and hard to solve.

According w The Webster's Third New International Dictionury trago
hus mesning of markzd or expreasive of tagedy such as disasirous, foarfal in
which hfe will necessarily contain a4 tragic clcmeat, or marked by ¢ sense of
tragedy such as: her account of life s deeply ragie (Baboock. 1916:2423),

The meaning of life 15 alvo mmporiunt to know m order 1o get the obvious
menming of the torm tragic life. The word “Lite™ according (o The Grolier
International Dictionary delines hie ny follows:

1 the characieistios state or condition of a living orgamism.. 4. a living
bcmg. cspecially a porson, contrasted with one no longer alive 5. the
mterval betwesn the birth or meeption of an orgamsm and s death 7. a

spuritual statc regarded as a transcending of death B. an account of 2
person’s  life. 9 human activites, relationships, wmd inlerests
ool lecuively
(William Morris, val 2,1969:754)
Yummarizing from severs] mennings sbove, tragic lifc meens individuals
who get o bad condition in their lives They probably live in the misery, suffening,
and calamity. Or i other word, trsge hife 1= the gualibes of lw ovenis and
cxpericoces of the main characier a5 a human being that causes great sadness
This mmihullh:Mulhcmmdmmufthtmhnmmy
conflicts m his life enced by sad ending. Sometimes the conflicts are indicated by
ending with unhappiness, disaster, pusfortune and the downfall of the man
charm. 1 it usually the conflict are indicated by the death
In AN My Sosx all of the main characters are experienced urbappimess and
misfortine ending In this casa. the main chamcrers’ tragic lives are caused by
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thesr Cchange of personclities. The trgic concepts of this play are presentad by the
commited of loe 1o sicide, Kae's ditaster 15 shown when she has to realize
aboul Lamry's death, ayd Joe's suicide, Chris chooses his owp way by Igaving
home and Lamry s dowafall 1s indicated by his sweide. We oan cosglude thet theyr
iragic hives are the ponspguence af ther chinge of perypmalities
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CHAPTER V

<,
CONCLUSION &

All My Soms i+ one of Anhyr Miller's worlks which consists of the
complexaty of personality amony the characters. Persenality refors to o2 personal
charactensurcs which delines the individual. 1t may be observed by another pecson
or 10 the ways in which a person experiences himsclf, From the discussion, i
appears tml the muin casracters’ personulitics m this play arc revealed by their
actions, their speeches, their phyvsical appearance, theirr environments, and another
charscters’ judgements. Personalily apparently changes scross time and across
siugilon. The changes may lake a vanety ol lforms. Personality chinges can be
said o occur only af there 15 somz alteration of fundamenta percepiunl,
motivational, idestional, or response tendencics

There are four main characters experience the change of persanality. These
chapges are an outcome of Joe Keller's faults. Joe is an ambitions businessman
He is a man who loves lis family abeve all clse and has sscrificed everything
ncluding s honour m his struggle 1o make s family prosperous. |'e also wants
to be the ncher busincssman in the lown. His ambinoa has covered s inner self
During the war, he finds a chunce to rase his success by committing a treason to
Steve. Joz does not plead gulty of s dishonest practises, while Steve is
punished  Furthermore, his grent ambition, his rcachery actin and his
imesponsiniity w0 confess his cime have cuused some troubles for his family. 11 is
trug that symetimes strong ambition wil force someons to act wrongly,

One of the cffccts of Joe's fuulw s the changes of personaliy of his and
thrge othe: man characters, Joe is frightened aller he is successful in 1is treachery
to Jteve. He always suspects evervone sround him. He is afraid that someone will
expose i secret. Finally his personality changes from warm to arbitrary. He
foroes Kate to support him and not to betruy his guilt o, While Kate is failed i
have & good husband in her marmage. Before realizing Joe's manner, she has bad
personality in which she is an imprudent She has mental weakness that causes her
unganirollzd emotion explodes sometimes. She also compels people sround her to

a4
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act like she wants w, especiaily abouw her conviction that Larry is alive. She ofien
does something out of common mind. Besides, she is also capable of supponing
Joc i his decontfulness. These prove her imprudent personulity. At last, she
readies tht all this nme Joe has cawsed her family is destroved. This fac) makes
her bad persotnlily gradually changes to be good enes. She becomes a sensible
woman 3y disclosing the true event, She wants w restare s lamily to be a peace-
loving family. On the other hand, Chris also changes his persenality. At the
beginnivg, he loves his futher very much by obeying his father s wishes, but Joe's
manner hid alvo chasged his personality from chedient to disobedient His
profound love changes o his hatred after he exposes Joe's guilt Larry is one of
vichimy of Joo's erime He 15 an optrisiic porsom as hes fadea, Butl o clanges
aftcr he knows Joe's cime. e cannot bear 1o live anymore becane he cvnot
bnng himself . His pessimistic 15 revealed n s conmuteed suicide

Ihe mamn chancters” change; of porsonalies have lead them w ther
ragic lives. [t proves thai there is a comelation between the chunge of an
individual s personulity and his or her life’s continuation, Somectimes the change
will give a good influesce on someone’s persunality. as g consequence they witl
oot get 1 bad condition in their lives. Joe's arbitrariness has forced Kale w
disclose the true event, Joe is forced m finish hus trickery in front of Chris, but he
odwoys defonds himsell by telling Chiis that Le did 4 in the nsme of the fimily
Joe 15 trapped by his own (aults, above all after he reads Larry’s letler. He realizes
he 15 the one who should be blame of Larry's death. He decides to pay hes guilt by
shopting lamself. Kate bas 1o acoept the reality of losng two important persons in
ber life, her husband snd her son. Whether or not, she has to sceept the Giod's late,
even though she feels o distressed, Chnis commot de anything 0 pmish Joc. He
has no pleasure of being the successor of Joe's company anvmore. He decides o
leaye home und finds other job in Cleveland. While Larrv is hurt by Joe’s manner
He can bear to lace the world anymore, He is very ashamed of what his futher did
Vioglly, e comumies sulcide. The four main characters in this play lace many
conflicts in their lives that end by sud ending.
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It 15 proven thu Joc's manner has cavsed the change of hus, Kaw's,
Chris's, and Larry's peranality It i rrve thar loe®s Falis have affected on hig and
three othor main characters’ change of persomaliry. And then, the changes of
porsonality apparently lead them o ther misfortone endings. From the discussion
il &lso appears (that the ay conveys swne imoral tcachings. From the actions of
the characters, 1t can be taken that the lalschood will not relieve the roblem, b
mstcad the falsehood will bear o new lie. This condiion will keep people nway
from a wse measure. Ir this play, Joe Keller makes unreasonable behaviour on
his life in order 10 overcome his fearful of contessing his erime. In fact, the only
thing he lmself has to fear s the fearlil 1eself. As a matter of fact, s Tearful can
damaped wg ability of thinking a reaxonablz thing lates. Ju;’u treachery o Steve s
also the proof of how impaorant horesty in friendship s, Fnendship 3 the hardest

thing 1 te world © explun, it 5 not something peeple learm 1 sehool. But if
people have not lenmed the meaning of Inendstup, they really have not leamed
amvthing
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