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MOTTO

The classic targets of satire are folly and vice,
and its field of operation is human society.

(FATRICK MURRAY)
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CHAPTER 1 -
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Rationale
In Lierature for Writing Martin Steinmann and Gerald Willen state:

“Satire 15 nof q Iiterary genre at all, Unlike the essay, the shor
story and the drama, for example, it is not distinguished or defined
by it lunguage, fs length its structure, or ils subject. It may be in
prose or in verse. It may be a short story, a novel or a drama. It mey
have as its subject an mdwidual person, or a dass of people, or a
ciass of things. It may be simply an element of a work, or it may be
o musien! composition, @ ballei, a pointing or even be o comic
sirip. (196 7:67)

Maoreover, they say, "It can be said that satire is a work of art or
element of a work of are whose purpose is reform and whose method is
ridicule.®[ 1967 :67)

The word “satire” cvolved [rom the Latn word satura meaning
“full”, Shaw in Dictiorary of Literary Terms s1ales ;

“satire (s the ridioufing of folly, stupidity, or vice; the use of irony,

sureasm, or rdicule for exposmg or denouncing the fraillies and
Juulls of mankind, Sotire iz Wferary manner, or technigue, that
blends humor and wit with a critical aftifude toward humen
acthalies and institutions. Salire is general ferm, one usually
considered To muolve both moral judgement and o desire to help
improve @ customn, belief, or tradition. "f1972:3532)

Based on 8haw's quolation above, satire is a kind of criticism
which is coloured by humour and moral value te faliill a desire for
reformation. Maoreover, Woodward in The Craft of Prose savs Lhat :

“As a specfic type of emotional persuasion, satire achieves its effiect
DYy s0 presenting a subject-idea, institution, person, or @ type of
persen — that becomes rdiculous in the eyes of the reader and
seemns worthy of only contemp! or scom or, at the wry least,
amusement The purpose of satire is to create or change opinton and
ultimately to  correct the weakness or foible that is  its
subject, (19659 209)

Friom the statements abowve, il can be concluded that satire is one
of the lilerary techniques which is applied by literary men to reform the
wickedness and the stupidity of the society that they idealize or based on

their principles of moral value,
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Jane Austen began lo write Northanger Abbey in 1798 and it was
published in 1818, She used the society as the subject of all her nrwvels,
weluding Northanger Abben. It is emphasized by Marilvn Butler that
“Jane Austen’s novels share society's growing seriousness of tone during
the period of her writing 1ife."(1976:164) Tn addition to that statement,
Albert slales that *.. The incidents of the novel are commonplace and the
characters flatly average. Yet the treatmen| is deft and tonched with the
finest needle-point of sativic observation."[1973:342)

Northanger Abbey is a novel that represents Austen’s satire loward
the wicked sociely in Romantic period. The presentation of ideas,
characterizabions and situalions in the spirt of ridicule reveals satire
toward society in the novel,

Austen hersell is known as s sociely novelist. Charlotte Tronte
states "..objecting to Jane Austen's morality of self discipline, pood
sense, and rational fecling |, and classifving her as a “society™ nowvelist,
not a novelist of humanity.”(1981:106) Thus, the main purpose of her
satire is lo reform the wickedness of socicty which is exposed in the
narrative stream of the characters in Northanger Abbey, Those characters
are Catherine Morland, Isabella Thorpe, John Thorpe and General Tilney,

In Catherine Morland, as the main character of the novel, Jane
Austen presents a figure of current satire. She is a voung woman who is
so captivated by the exotic thrillers of the Gouhic that she is ready Lo sce
the world through the lens of her latest reading which is Gothic novels,
Employing this satirical device, Austen’s special aim was to show that the
heroine does nol have to ook for excitement in books since there is a
Gothicism of ordinary life which can be experienced in daily life.

Isabella Thorpe is a naturally vulgar person with a superficial
polish. She has olwiously great physical beauty, and nobody is more
aware of it than she hersclf. Admiration is as necessary to her as food
and she lives on it

John Thorpe, Isabella’s brother, is one of the very [ew characters

in Jane Austen's novels for whom she scems 1o have a really fatuous
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behaviour among others are his boasting, his deceil and his complete
sclf-strong dislike. 5. Farrar says ;

“Jane Austen is nol confent to sit back and watch John's boorish
cenfredness and indifference to anybody else's feelings receive
scathing treatment at hier hands. One almost has the feeling that
Jubrn Thorpe was drawn from some person in real life whom Jane
Austen greatiy dislike. ™[ 1 262: 8}

General Tilney, the head of the Tilney's family, is more than the
“neavy Iather” who browbeats his family, Something of the routioe of
army life has remained with him.

Those four characters’ atritide eeveal Austen™s  sative toward

society in Romantic period which she wrote in this novel,

1.2 The Problems to Discuss

A novel consists of some elements, one ol which may be taken as a
prollem e be discussed. Considering thal the satire is dominating in the
novel Northanger Abbey, it is worth noting whelher the author uses satire
10 criticize the society which is revealed by the characters® attitude in the
novel. And also whether the author applicd the satiee in the [ of

formal |direct) or indirect satine,

1.2 The Bcope of the Study

In order to get better understanding of the twopic and to avoid more
complicated discussion; this thesis attempls o limit the scope of the
study. Therefore, the discussion will be focused on the structure of novel,
namely point of view., FEdgar V. Roberts in Writing Themes Abour
Literature s1ales

"Poinl of view is the position from which details in a literary work
are perceived, considered and described. First and foremost point
of view is method of presentation, the selection of particular volce
wiath which lo lell a story, define a problem, or describe a state of
mand. {197 7:65)

In the structure of novel, satire belongs o point of view. It is

emphasized by Malarkey that “ SBatires are so named because of the way
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the author treats his subject. In other words, salire is 4 matier of point of
view ralher than form.” (1969:276)

1.4 The Goal of the Study

This thesis is written for presenting the way how Jane Auslen uses
characlers to cribicize the society. As a member of her socicty Janc
Austen wants o express her feelings, opinions or thoughts loward what
goes on around her. She is not happy with the situalion that she wants
o give the contribubion o oereate a better social condition.

In this regard, thas study intends to analyze how Jane Austen uses
the satire to crilicize the socicty in the Romantic period through the four

characters' attitude in the novel,

1.5 The Approaches to Use

The main problem discussed is the sative. In discussing the topic
the writer applies the structural and sociological approach. The
structural approach will be applied for analysing the satre itself, since
satire is one element of the structure of novel. According 1o Wilbur 3.
Scoll in Five Approaches of Literary Criticism

"“Structural approachk shares with formalistic approach thot they
have a close attention o the literary text and an attempt o accotnt
Jor its features. Structural approach is a key clement for lHterature
concern the relalionship between language and what larguage

refers o, "(18G2:176)

The sociclogical approach is used Lo analvze the relation between
terature and society, For thal purpose one needs (o understand the
mstimtions and tradibions of society which is presented by the characters
in the novel. 11 is siated v Harmy Levin that, “. . the relations between
hterature and society are reciprocal, Literature is not only the cifect of

social causes; it also the cause of social effects.” [1962: 1260}


http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

[

1.6 The Method of Analysis

The writing of this thesis is done by means of library research. [t
concerns with collecting data and intormartion taken from several books,
Jmurnals, articles and other references.

Inductive method s emploved to obtain general laws from
parbcular cases, Before discussing the purpose of Jane Auslen’s satire,
the characterizations, situations and ideas of the characters in the novel

will bie analyvaed.

1.7 The Organization of the Thesis

This thesis s orgamzed into five chapters. The first chapler is
introduction, The bisgraphy of the author and the synopsis of the novel
will bt explained in the second chapler. Chapler three concerns with the
review of Hterary terms. Chapter four is the main discussion of this thesis
Brcause 1t will discuss the satire itselll While the last chapter, which is

chapler five, is the conclusion of the analvsis.
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THE BIOGRAPHY OF JANE AUSTEN AND THE SYNOPSIS OF

NORTHANGER ABBEY

ﬂr:.;;:r.,

2.1 The Biography of Jane Austen and her Works

Jane Austen was born on the 16% of December 1775 at Steventon
rectory in the county of Hampshire and there she spent her years of
childhood and youth. Her life was private and uneventful, Her forty-two
vears, from 1775 to 1817, were passed entirely among her family and
Fiends, She wvisited London from time o time bat never mixed in
fashionable society. Bhe never married; she never traveled abroad; she
was unknown to the public, The novels were published anonymously and
her authorship was revealed only after her death, through a biographical
notice thatl came oul with Northanger Abbey and Persuasion at the end ol
1817. The paliern of her life was set by her dedication 1o writing; and
this in turn may help us to understand her obsessive need for privacy,
her choice of being unmarried, and her role in the family as a duatiful
daughter, an atfectionate sister, and a favorite aunt to great numbers of
nephews and nieces. In addition Brian Southam mentions !

*The arcumstances of her fife also help us to understaned her certain
qualities m her wnhing; its highly personal tone, s allusiveness,
earied ils concentration on personal ared fearreily
relulionships, *1981:107)

Her childhood was spent in the small Hampshire village of
Steventon, where her father, George Austen, was the parish clergrman.
Her father was a classical scholar with a taste for fiction, including the
Gothic thmllers that Jane Austen was to make fun of in Northanger
Abbey. Her mother was well-known [or her impromptu poems  and
stories, While at Oxford her brothers, Henry and James, edited a literary
perinodical, the Lotterer, in 1789-1790, There was a tradition of reading
aloud; and with rwo daughters and five sons in the household, the family
wis dable to put on plavs. Friends and relatives were recruited inlo a

small theater for summer performances.

53
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Her carly writing, dating from about 1787, called mverilia, came
down to us in three manuscript notebooks in 1793, Soon after that she
wrote her first important work, & novel i letters, entitled Lady Susan
About 1795 she bepan another epistolary novel, Elinor and Morioanne,
which was eventually urmed into Sense and Sensibility. Tn 1796-1797
she completed the earliest version of Pride and Prejudice, then called First
Impressior, which ber father tried unsuccessfully o get published. In the
next vear Northanger Abbey was written.

Until this tme Steventon had provided an ideal conlext for her
work, There was a wide neighbourhood of familics of clergymen and local
gentry. But this paltern of life changed in 1801, when Mr. Austen gave
up his parish and retired to Bath with Mrs. Austen, Jane and Cassandra,
Jane's sister. Then, Mr, Austen died in 1805 And until 1809 they hacd
put up long visits to their relatives in Hath, London, Clifton, Stoneleigh
Albbey, Warwickshire {the family seat of the Leighs, her mother's family)
and Southampton. During this period Jane Austen wrote litde, The
moves upset her, amnd there were other dissapointments. Tn 1803 the
manuscript of Northanger Abbey had been sold to a publisher, bul it was
never printed, In December 1804 she lost her closest Mmend, Atme Lefroy,
and a manth laler her [ather died. These events seem o have stopped her
worlk on The Watsons, a manuscript she abandoned altogether,

Im 1209, Jane Auslen came o her last home, Chawton Coltage,
twao miles south of Alten on the Winchester road, not far from Steventon,
Here, she spenl the remaining vears of her lile. The retum to a scttled
existence seems to have revived her energies. She twok up the
manuscripts of Sense and Sensibility and Pride und Prejudice (o pel them
ready for pubhcation; and in 1811 a publisher agreed (o produce the firs
of these novels with her guaraniee against loss, In 1811 she also began
Mansfield Park, which was completed i the summer of 1813 and
published in 1814, Derween Janusry 1814 and March 1815 she wrote
tmma, which appeared al the end of 1815, Persuasion was written
between August 1815 and August 1816; and in 1816 she also revised

Northanger Abbey. The novels were mdeed based upon direct ohservation;
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and we can see [rom her novels that the world of the liction is an account
of the small social world in which she passed her days, with its local
balls, its gossips, chatter and scandalizing, its marriageable young ladies
arid eligible young men. “Manners matter greatly in Jane Austen'’s code af
morality: behaviour must be and has to be controlled, even if feelings
cannot be so regulaled.” [Stephen, 1984:119) Moreover, Cecil says ;

. she salirizes m relafion to a universal standart of values: her
books express a general view of life. It is the view of that eighteenth
cemfury civiimation of which she was the last exquisite blossor. One
rraght call it the moral realistic view. (1970:33)

All of her novels also [oeus upon the experiences of yvoung women
1 life, In Brtish Wrters, Brian Southam says ;

"These hstorical 1ssues bear most immedialely upon Jane Austen
as a woman nowvelist, presenting an account of soecety from the
woner s pomt of mew - the women’s experience of men, of other
women, of their families, the social crcles to which they are
confined, and, ulttmalely, thewr experience of themselves and of
life.7(1981:105)

In January 1817 she bepan Sandition, her seventh novel. But by
then, in May, she was [ar taken to Winchester 1o be under the care of a
surgeon. er illness was unidentified; we now know il o have been
Addison’s disease, On the morning of 18 July 1817, she died. Asked for
her last wishes, she replicd, "I want nothing bul death,” Six days later
she was buried in Winchester Cathedral. Until the day she died, she

spent most of her life in the country within the family circle.

The earliest of her surviving letters date flrom 1796, when she was
abwnat

visils to London, Bath and to the coast, But there is virtually nothing

twenty-one, They tell us of the parties and dances she went Lo,
about her relationships with men, There are 3 number of other stories
connecting her with someone, a naval officer, an ammy officer, or a
clergyman, with whom she 13 said to have fallen in love with but who died
before their mendship could develop.

What remains, in the novels themselves, is the unguestonable
proof that their author profoundly understood the experience of love, of

love broken and disappointed, and the pains of loss and loneliness.
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Learning the biography of the author is necessary, because il
mforms about the lile of the author which is used to understand his
vicwpomt toward something and his principles of moral value, Therefore,
learning the biography of the author is worth doing (o know the aim of
his literary works, including Austen’s Northarger Abbey.

Jane Austen is oa novelist who is very sensilive toward social
prillem around her, Seeing in the imbalance of the society, she tnes to
criticize the society in Romantic period through the satire implicd in the
novel, In the application af Nurthunger Abbery, Austen uses the characters

as the media of her satire,

2.2 The Synopsis of Nerthanger Abbey

No one would take Catherine Morland for o heroine. She is neither
beantiful, nor brillinnt. noer penniless, nor hopelessly in love, In short,
she 15 the opposite of the Gothic heroines of Jane Austen’s day. Crowing
up in Wiltshire village where her nther is clergyman, she gets her first
chance al romance when childless neighbours, the Allens, invite her to go
te Dath with them. But at first Bath dissapoints her high expectations.
Mr. Allen is sensible | hul silent; while Mrs, Allen thinks of nothing but
clothes and gossips. And they have no friends.

Even Catherine’s fArst ball is a bitter dissapointment of crowded
rooms and she has no partner, Her sccond ball is better. The master of
cercmonics introduces a young clergyman called Henry Tilney who, then,
dances with her and tesses her agreeably, In the next day Mrs. Allen
meets an old Iriend, Mres, Thorpe, who is in Bath with her daughters.
Catherine and the eldest one, 1sabella, instanty become dearest friends.
They are exchanging details of the latest "horrid” romances they have
read, and happily discussing Henry Tilney and Catherine's elder brother,
James Maorland, who is at Oxford with Isabellas brother, John Thorpe.

Catherine’s only sormow is that Mr, Tilney has dissappeared and
she 15 too nnocent © understand Isabella’s indicect indication about her
own brother James. Soon James Morland and John Thorpe armve, James

Morland is & voung clergyman, sensible in everything but being in love
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wirh Isahella, John Thorpe is an uninteresting voung man, who decides
at once to be in love with Cathenne, when he mistakenly thinks an
heiress, He enpages to dance with her at that night’s ball, hut i is late in
claiming her hand., Henry Tilney reappears with his sister, Eleanor, and
asks Catherine o dance, bul she has to refuse him and spend a
miserable evening with John Thorpe.

Isabella and James are happy  logether, but Catherine is
mcreasingly disillusioned with John Thorpe, Worst of all, he threatens
her ripening friendship with the Tilneys by Iying about her engagement,
The first time he does this he succeeds, but at the second time she runs
after the Tilneys to explam, Their father, General Tilney, treats her with
extraordinary kindness and invites Catherine w go back to the Tilney's
house, Northanger Abbey with them. Catherine is in ecstacy. The Abbey
15 sure o be just like the one that she has read about, with a ghost, at
least, a skeleton somewhere. Meanwhile James and Isabella get engaged,
but Isabella is dissapoinisd wilh the financial preparation that is
prepared by Mr. Merland senior for theo. The Thorpes have been
migleading  themselves about the Morlands Gnances, Catherine is
surpriscd that, in James’ absence, Isabella should dance and flire so
happily with Henry's elder hrother, Caplain Tilney, She consults Henry
about this, but he laughs at her alfectionately as usual, He is becoming
serious when he sees that she is really concerned and reassuring her as
besl he may,

At first, Catherine fecls dissapointment to see Northanger Abbey, T
is 50 modern, so comfortable that there seems little chance of ghost or
skeleton, But alone in her room at night, with the wind rising autside,
Catherine gives way o her heart the romantic fears, She has just found a
mysterious document in a chest, when her candle blows out and she
retives to bed in terrer. In the next morning the document turns oul 1o he
a laundry list. She feels a fool, but is too happy o be angry with hersell
for long., Only the General is curiously oppressive. Effusively polite to
Cathenne, but he has a quelling effect on his children. Catherine is soon

convinced that the General either murdered his wile, or, more likely, has
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shul her up in some remole part of the house. Late at night, Henry finds
her investigating Mrms, Tilney's room and gently disabuses her. Omnec
apain she fecls a fool Even the news that James and Isabella have
broken off their engapement cannot cloud her happiness for long. And a
clearly insincere letter from Isabelln who has lost both James and
Captain Tilney, and wants James back, opens her eves al last. She [eels
very grown up. Henry has gone back 1o his parsonage a few miles away,
One day, General Tilney asks Catherine and Eleanor (o visit Henry. The
Cremeral’s behaviour makes it clear that he Iooks on Catherine as Henry's
futare mistress.

Bur it is a relief when the General poes o London for a week,
eventhough MHenry can spend only 8 part of his time with the two girls,
He is away when the General relums home, Unexpectedly, late at night,
he gives furious orders that Catherne s about o leave in the next
morning. Eleanor, his reluctant messenger, does everything she can to
console Catherine. The angry General will not even send a servant with
her. Bhe must sel out on her long day's journey alone. But she is too
usnthappy 10 be Fightened. Whal can she have done to make the General
so angry? And whalt wall Henry think when he gets the pitiful little
farcwell message she leaves for him?

She reaches home safely, and her family’s warm greetings are
some cansolation. But she cannot help pining for Henry, and her mother
is spon anxious about her. A few days later, Tlenry himsell appears,
defving his father 10 propose to her. The General was misled by John
Thorpe into thinking that Catherine is an heiress and therefore ordercd
his son to court her. Then he met John again in London and the General
was told that she was penniless. Then, he ordered Henry never to see her
Aagain.

The Morlands refuse to sanction the engagement until the General
gives his consent. Luckily, the voung man who left the laundry list in the
spare room at Northanger Abbey becomes a viscount and is able to marmy

Elcanor, whom he always loved. The General is mollified by this, and by
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the discovery that Catherine is nol penniless after all, he conscnis 1o
Henrv's marriage. They are all ready “1o begin perfect happiness”.

It is impottan! 1o know the synopsis of Northanger Abbey 10
understand what is really described in the novel for those who never read
it. Furthermore, the synopsis of the novel will help the readers to easily

follow the analysis of the topic of discussion presented in The thesis,
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CHAPTER IIL
REVIEW OF LITERARY TERMS

Concerning with the erms used in the study, it i3 necessary to
ntroduce the review of literary terms relaled 1o the twope of discussion,
because it may enable the readers to follow the analysis of the problem in
the next chapler.

To get a better unclerstanding of the problem, this literary review
will present wleas relating (o the terms which are waken from several
sources. Those terms are sative, society, character, and attitude, each of

which will he presented as oliows.

3.1 Batire

This sub-chapter will present ideas relating to satire, In order Lo
have a clearer understanding about satire, it 1s necessary to know what
the word satire 18 derived from, the purpose, the application and the
Ionms of sartire.

Kitzhaber in Literafure IV remarks !

"The word satire ewolved from the Latin word satara, meaning
Tl and also referring 1o a bow! of mixed fnats or a salad®. As you
read these selections. you may well picture the writers as salad
makers, adding a pinch of this, some bits of that, and stiring the
wihole miclure into o highly seasened delicacy. ®f1969:276)

The gquotation suggests that the word satite actually means “a dish
filled with mixed fmits®. It means that a satirist is * a salad maker® trying
1o combine different things to get “a highly seasoned delicacy®.

Mixing humor with criticism may scem & litte ke trving (o mix oal
with water. Yet this is the kind of mixture that the satirist uses, He is
making us smile or even laugh and at the same time he is alse telling us
[hat something poes wrong. Inaddition, the satirist has special purposes
in producing satire, And so does Jane Austen. Through the sative implicd
in Northanger Abbey, she tries to form and to express her opinion towarnd

society in Romantic age. In the novel, Austen makes her criticism b

13
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judging the attitude of the four characters, She makes those criticisms in

order to gel a betier social condition in the sociely.

3.1.1 The Purpose of Satire

It is necessary o begin a description of satire in terms of its
commonly-accepted aims, Murray states in Literary Criticisme A Glossary
af Mojor Terms ;

*fts chief aim is lo diminish the status of its subject in the eyes of its
readers. The satinst does this by orousing ridicule, amusement,
corlernpt, hatred, anger, scorn, disgust or other hostile
emations. (1 974: 1 38)

Moreover, Woodward says ; “The purpose of satire is to creale or
change opinion and ultimately to correct the weakness or foible that is ils
subject " 1969:209) It can be concluded that satire is one of the litcrary
lechnigques which is applied by lterary men 1o reform the wickedness
and the stupidity of the subject that they idealize.

Whereas Harry Shaw in his book entitled Dictionary of Literary
Terms savs @ “Satre is a general term, one usually considered to involve
both mora!l judzement and a desire to help improve a custom, belief, or
tradition.”{197:2:3323) Based on Shaw's quotation, sabire is a kind of
criticism to fulfill a desire for relormation.

The basic wleas of the purpose of satire are to refem the
weakness, wickedness and shapidity of the subject and also 1o help
improve a custom, belief or tradition.

Ausien in Nerthanger Abbey tres 1o reform the wealmess and
stupidity of the society which are revealed by the four characters, She
also wants 10 improve the custom and tradition of society at that time.

In order (o achieve the purposc of salire, there must be a way of

how 1o apply it in a literary work,

3.1.2 The Application of Batire
To understand how satire is applied, Murray states "The salitst
does this by arousing ridicule, amusement, contempt, hatred, anger,

scorn, disgust or olher hostile emotions, "{1978:1.38)
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Moreover, Holman in his book entitled A Handbook to Literature
emphasizes 7 "The satre is expressed through a NARRATIVE and the
CHARACYERS or groups who are nidiculed not by what is said about
them but bw what they themselves say and do.”( 1986:448)

The explanations above give information that satire @ apphed with
ridiculousness, amusement and also through spoken or wrlten account
of events or a celtain character in a literary work.

In the application of satire in Northanger Abbey, Austen cmploys

the characters iy what is the author said about them and by what they
themselves say and do.

The point of view of a satirist will vary according to the seriousness
of his subject. When the point of view of a satirist as described above 1s

still unclear, it is necessary o describe 11 in terms of s forms,

3.1.3 The Forms of Satire
There are two torms of sative based on the point of view of the
satirist. Woodward mentions in The Craft of Prose;

*The point of view from which the multhor atfacks s suhject further
divides salire inlo lwo categones | formal and indirect. in formal
satire, the author speaks in first person, as himself Indirect
satire iz offen more difficult to detecl, stnee the author's oum volce
is lost among the characters and plot he has created, *f 196%:209)

Furthermore, formal satire s [undamentally distingoished  inbo
Pwr baswe bvpes, 1015 bascd on the names of two great BEoman poets,
Horace and Juwvenal. It 15 cxplained by Holman ;

“Horatian satire iz gentle, urbane, smiling, it aims to correct by

gerdle and broodly sympathetic laughter; Juvenalian satire 15
biting, bitter, angry; it points with confempt dand moral indignation to
the enrmipiion arid el afl  humnn betngs el
inslhitutions “fHolman, 1 986-448)

It can be concluded that the satirists may sl one lme be A
Horatian and at another time be a Juvenalian, It depends on the
imporlance of the subject and their own attitude towarnd it. This

statement is emphasized n Liferature [V
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"far nstance, a young girl’s romantic silliiness is suitable for
treatment in the Horabtion moanner, whereas o Ssocal condilion
which permits people to suffer in abject poverty is appropnate for
freatment in the Juvenalian manner. Politics and politicians are
naturcl objects of satire of both kinds, *(Kitzhaber, 1986,448)

As 4 sabrst, Austen expresses her judgement toward socicty
through formal satire in which she speaks in first person, as herself and
through indirect satire which is revealed by her characters' attitude,

And she is called as 2 Horatian, because she oribeizes Cathenne
Moriand’s romantic silliness. [t is described that Catherine was invited by
General Tilney to pay a visit at Northanger Abbey. his house. To her
romantic imagination, the Abbey would consists of long and damp
passages, narrow cells, ruined chapel with traditional legends and awhal
memorials of an injured ill-fated nun,

With all the chances against her of house, hall, place, court, and
cottage, Northanger turmed up an abbey, and she was to be its
inhabitant. Its long, damp passages, its narrow cells and rained
chapel, were 1o be within her daily reach, and she could not
entrely subdue the hope of some traditional legends, some awful
memorials of an injured ill-fated nun. (Austen, 1994:126)

When she armved at the Abbey, she was dissappointed to tfind it
not - irn ruins, but it is admirably maintained and furnished in quite
modern  style, Here, Austen express her satire toward Catherine’s
romantic silliness by showing that her romantic imagination is far from
the trut.

At another time, she is also called s Juvenalisn because she
torms her opinion toward the social condition at thal lime. She (res (o
show it through the attitude of one character, General Tilney. In view of
his great wealth, the General's desire o increase the family's wealth hy
marriage seems (o be an obsession. He lold his son, Henry, who [alls in
Iove with Catherine, to think of her no more. Although he had told Henry
before to cultuvate Catherine’s acquaintance with a view to make her to
be his wife. This change of attitude was to be explained by the General's
furious indignation at being misled by Jobhn Thorpe who is wildly

cxagperated the wealth of Catherine's tamily,
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Thorpe, most happy m be on speaking terms  wilh a4 man of
General Tilneys importance, had been joyfully and proudly
comimumcative; and being at that time not only in  daily
expectation of Morland's engaging Isabella, bul lkewise pretty well
resolved upon martving Catherine himself, his vanity induced him
to represent the family as yet more wealthy than his vanity and
avarice had made him believe them. (Austen, 1904 220)

It proves hat Jane Austen tries to show the social condition at
that time. In short, in Austen's lifetime the classes grew wider apart in

wealthe Tt s caused by the widening gap between rich and poor.

3.2 Society

Persell in Human Behawor and the Social Environment gives a
busic definition of society ; “Society is a group of people who share a
heritage or history and ways of interacting " 1987:47-48)

Although a society is made up of people, it is more than just a
human aggregation. It is a population or a group of individuals united by
some common principles,

It 15 emphasized by Toebel in Anthropology: The Study of Man -

“A society 5 bound logether by an qwareness of mutual belonging,
by o sense of socal and ecoromic interdependence, and by the
senfiments of consciousness of Knd ond of common
trterest (1 966:30)

Fitzen 1o fn Conflict and Order: Uinderstanding Society detines ¢

"A society (5 the largest socinl organtzaiion to which persoens owe
thewr allegiance. [t is un aggregate of peopls, united by a common
culture, who are relatively autonomous and self sufficient, and who
live in o definite geographical location. *{19%1:30}

For turther consideration, Velume | nof the Webster Reference
(Retiomary of the English Language stales thatl society is

“aj a group of persons united for the promobon of a common Qim,
typically literary, scenfific, polibical, religious, benevolent, or
comaval B an asseclaton of individuals, as a nalion, organmed for
mitual profit and proftection ¢ persons from any region or any
period of time viewed 1h regard to manners, customs, or standards
of living. {1 983:921)

Based on the quotations above, il can be said that society means a
group of people who live wgether in certain area and cstablish certain

relationship for certain aim and standard of living. Society is a place
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pel social status where everyone shares his ability, morality, religion and
a hentage or history.

To understand how society s refllected in a4 nowvel, Elizabeth
Langland gives an explanation in her book entitled Socety in the Novel as
follows

"Sodety in novels does not depend on points of absolute fidelity to
ar. gulside world in details of costume | setting, and lecality because
a novel’s society does not am at a foithful mirror of any concrete,
existent thing. So, loo, our everyday experience of society is not of a
purtilur, exastent thing In life as in art, soclety emerges from
patterned, formal relationstups  among ospects . of  our
experienee. °f 1 984:5)

Thus, the statement above shows that sociely in a novel is created
as a refllection of life which is based on the author's experience, In
Austen’s county of Hampshire, the gap between rich amd poor prew
wider. Based on her experience, Jane Austen tries to show in the novel of
Northanger Abbey how the society in Romantic period is, as reflected by

how and where the characters live.

3.3 Character

Omne of the great attractions of fictions, whether they are long or
short stories, is their ability 1o describe imaginary people or characters
whose lives and personalities interest us.

Alex Martin and Robert Hill in Modern Nowvels give a simple
explanation aboutl character @ "The ‘people” in a novel are referred o as
characters.™| 1906: 19)

Their definition aboul character is almost the same as that of
Rennedy in An fntroduction to Fichon @ "A character, then, is presumably
an imagined person who inhabits a story."[1983:45)

Jumes L. Potter in Elemenits of Literature remarks !

*Characters are a basic element in much tmogmoative lerature, and
therefore they menl Lhe considerable attenfion paid fo them. When
crlics speak of a character, they mean any person who figures in a
iiterary work, riot particularly a peculior or eccentnic one, sometones
a given character does not actually appear but is merely talked
about.*{1967:1)
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Potter further cxplaims :

"When the term chardacter is used nol fo refer fo o person in o
titerary work bul 1o what he 15 ke, 1 generally refers to his whaole
nature-fus  personality, his attifude toward life, his “spiritual
guaiilies, s miethgence, even his physical build, as well as his
moral attnbutes. *(1967:3)

Il can be concluded that character is any person who figures in a
literary work whether he appears physically or merely talked about

In its applcation in Noerthanger Abbey, Janc Austen uses
characters as the media of her sative. Those characters are Cathernne
Morland, Isabella Thorpe, John Thorpe and General Tiney, each of whom

has his owoe attisade.

3.4 Attitude

People, cvents, and situations have consequences lor us, Some of
these consequences are positive while others are negative, It is hardly
surprising, that we should develop our feclings and thought to act toward
those consequences. Many psychologists define those actions as attitude.
Edmund .J. Fanlino in Understanding Psychology emphasizes :

“An athiude 15 o prechsposifion to respond in particular ways
toward specific objects. It has three main elements: 1} a belief or
opinion about something, 2) feelings about thal thing, and 3) a
tendency to act toward that thing in certain ways.*(1974:257)

Fantino explains that an atrtude is a state of mind that makes
somebody likely to act in particular way, And that state of mind will
produce a belief or opinion, feelings and & cerlain action,

In Socal Psychology James W. Vander Zanden gives facther
explanation ! *An attitude s a learmed and relatively enduring lendency
or predisposition 1o evaluale a person, event, or siluation in a certain
way and lo act in accordance with that evaluation,”[1984:160-161)

It can be concluded that an attitude is a state of mind to react in
certain ways toward specific objects. An atritude is alwavs directed
toward something which is an object. There is no attitude without an

objoct.
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JHNE AusTen  tries Lo cribicize the attitude of secicty in Romantic
period through Northanger Abbey. She tries (o crilicize what is going on
in the sociely which is revealed by the four characters’ attitude. Jane

Austen makes these crbcisim bocause she has a certain reason.

3.5 The Background of Austen's Batire
This sub-chapter will discuss the reasons of why Jane Austen
critcizes the society at that time. They are the devclopment of  Gothic

novels and the social condition of the society.

3.5.1 The Development of Gothic Novels

The rapid increase in the production of Gothic fictions in 1790s is
one of the most remarkable phenomena in the British Romantic period.

The aspects of Romanbeism is explained in Encyclopedia of
Americana  Velwme 235 © “Several aspects of Romanticism is  the
supernatural, emphasizes on intense feeling, interest in the past, concern
with remote seltings and the melancholy, mysterions and [lascinating
figure.”(1972:681) The aspect of Romanticism can be seen in Jane
Austen’s Northanger Abbey. |l emphasizes by S, Farmar in Jane Auster
Northanger Abbey:

"At Northanger Abbey we have detailed descriptions of general lay-
out and appedrance of the grounds and buldings. Anybody who
looks down on Bath for the first time from Beechen Cliff cannot fail
to be impressed by the Abbey, the squares, crescent and terraces,
n their warm Bath stone, lmd out as if on a giant plan. *(1962:6)

Moreover Southam further explains:

“In Catherine Morland, Jane Austen presents a stock figure of
LurTent sattre, the young woman so captivated by the exotic thriils
of the Gothic that she is ready to see the world through the lens of
her liles! reading, n this case the most popular of all such novels,
The Mysteries of Udolpho {1974} by Ann Radcliffe. "(1981:111)

Those quotations explain that in Northanger Abbey Jane Austen
describes the Abbey with intense feeling, among others are ils peneral
lav-oul, its grounds appearance, the squares, crescents and terraces and
many others. Through Catherine Morland, she tries (o describe a young

worman who is altracted greatly to see the world through her latest
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reading which are Gothic novels. According (o lan Oushy in Cambridge
Paperback guide to: Literature in English :

‘CGiathic novel is a type of romarnce popular in the late 18" and early
19 penturies. ‘Gothic’ hod come fo mean ‘wild’, barbarows’ and
‘rrude’, gualitics which writers cullivated in reaction against the
NEQCLASSICISM of earlier 18% century cullure. Monasteries,
castles, dutigeors and mountainous landscapes were maode sellings
for plots which hinged on suspense or mystery and Tirted with the
SJantastic or supermatural °(1 996: ] 63)

The quotation above says that gothic novel is a novel that was
popular in Romantic period. 11 has castles, dungeons or mountainous
landscapes as the setting and has suspense, mystery or supernatural
things as the plot of the novel. It was a reaction against Neoclassicisim
which insists thal nature is the only tue model and standand of writng.
On the conteary, for the romanticist, art lakes its value with personal
teclings. And those feelings produce honesty and truth, [ s mentioned in
Encyclopedia Americana Volume 23

*Where the Neodlassic writer had seen all art forms as mirrors held
up o neture and had espoused a literature of conscously chserved
rules, its object being the ratioral portrayal of human beings in their
public or socal roles | the Romanticist saw all art as an lumingting
Tame fed from the inner self, a source of truth superior to logic and
reason, *(1972:680)

The pothic novels were written by such authors as William
Becklord, Horace Walpole, Ann Radcliffe and many others. Those authors
had given Jane Austen inspiration 1o make a salire about their novels.
She wanls (o criticize those authors’ way of describing the storics in
unreasonable ways such as the destruction of a building by an immense
ghost mside it, the devil, moving walls and other strange cvents.

An author, Ann Radcliffe, developed the novel of terror, The
Mysteries of Udolphe in 1794 She caused interest by describing unusual
scenes and sights and strange events. Thornley says :

"The Mysteries of Udclpho is zet in the Appenine Mountains, The
girl Emily 15 held in a castle by her aunt's husband, an ewvi
character, In a locked room Emily sees a dark curtain and wants to
look behind it. She 15 afraid of what may be there, but she bravely
pulls 1t nside On a long seat she sees a dead body, udth Blood on
the floor below. *(1 968:89)
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Further, he remarks @ ® Northanger Abbey was bepun as a satire on
Mrs Radeliffe's The Mysteries af Udolpho, and 1o show that real lile is very
different.”{1968:115) Employing this satirical device, Austen’s special aim
was to show that Catherine Morland, the heroine, does not have wn see
the world from which she experienced in her latest reading. Beside the
development of Gothic novels as the reason of Austen's satire, it will

discuss about the secial condition of the socicty,

3.5.2 Social Condition of the Bociety

Auslen uses satire to criticize the socicty in Homantic period
which is revealed by the four characters’ atlitude. Through these four
characters’ attitude, Ausien wants to describe how the attitude of society
at Romantic period was. Moreover, Farrar states :

"Theugh the novel seems to set out largely as a satire on the
contermporary ‘horror’ novel by such authors as Beckford, Lewis,
Mrs Radcliffe and others, the author’s interest in character-study
and observation of social custorns and habils quickly became the
maore promunent element in the book. "(1962:5)

The explanation above shows that Austen is interested in nol only
criticizing the gothic novels, but also in character-study and social
customs and habit observation, She wants to criticize the social customs
arud habits of the society ar thart tme.

As a clerpyman's daughter and belonging 1o a landless family,
Jane Austen, her sister and her widowed mother, had not shared the
increase of power of their class, For that reason, Austen, as a member of
her society, wants to express her feelings, opinions or thoughts toward
whal poes on around her. She is not happy with the siluation and she
waTlls o glve the contribution 1o create g betler social condition.

It was emphasized by Marlyn Buttler in Romantics, Rebels and
reactonares: Enghsh Literature and its Sackground ] 760- 1830

“In her own county of Hampshire, she could see the grounds for
eriticizing her cluss. In short, the Hampshire village, in Jane
Austen's hfetime, was in centrifugal phase os o communily: the
classes grew wider apurt in weallh and physically moved quway
Jrom one another, *(1981:102-103)
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The above guotation lells about Austen’s home in the county of
Hampshire. It tells that in her county, the society was differentiated by
their wealth, so il caused the classes grew wider apart between rich and
poor. Moreover Bultler explains:

*Onolosirg comrnon land and morging ond meant more food, but
tlso moade o harder for the poor to kesp the cow or pigs of their
forefathers, instead of farming their strips in the community fields
round  the willages, they now found the land reapportioned in
moherent, manageabie blocks, and given to the inrge Iundoumers or
muddling yeomen. The poor became hired workers, largely or wholly
dependant on a wage, more numerous than ever before, and more of
a prablem, as parshes haggled over how 1o feed them. The tucky
midedle-stzedd men who got land moved out on to i, and buill new
farmhouses there, on a quite differenl system from the old
farmhouses, which had been the home not  only of the immediate
family but of a larger miscellanecus group of cowherds and
doirymaids. *( 1 981 102-103)

It explains that the socicty 1s divided into two groups, landowners
or middling yeomen and hired workers. The poor becomes hired workers
who depends on wapes which is given by landowners. The status of

people is differentiated by their possesion of wealth.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

Literary works will be more inleresting if the author includes the
literary devices, such as satirg that is applicd by Jane Austen in
Northanger Abbey. She was bom al Slevenion rectory in the county of
Hampshire in 1775 and there she spent her years of childhood and
youth. In this county, a person was differentiated by his status according
te his possession of money, There was a gap between rich people and
poor one. The poor people became hiredworkers for the rich people whao
were  usually landowners or middling veomen, Desides the social
condibon of the society, the developmenl of Gothic novels is another
reason of Austen’s satire. The Gothic novels were very popular at that
tirne. Austen wants to criticize what happened aroumd her. She uses four
characiers as the media of her satire. She crivcizes 1he sociely through
the presentation of characters’ ideas, characterizations and situations,
The attitude of cach characters will be analyzed as the revelation of the
attitude of the socicty at that time.

Catherine Morland is a voung woman who is so captivated by the
exobic thrillers that she is ready 1o see the world through the lens of her
latest reading which is Gothic novels. She has romantic and horror
imaginations about the place where she visited, Northanger Abbey, and
about the General who has a very strong dislike of his wife's picture.

[sabella Thorpe's main thoughl on her engagement to James
Morland was the picture which she formed in her mind of having her own
carriage amd 4 number of splendid rings on her finpers. But when
Captain Tilney scemed to offer more splendid things, she has no scraples
in changing over from James. She thinks nothing but linery and firting.

John Thorpe likes to talk only about horses, (their speed, camages,
the way he drives and many other things about himselll In the
development of the plot, John plays an important par. in twice
misleading General Timey about the wealth of the Morlands and the

extent of the expectations that Catherine might have rrom the Allens.

¥
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The routine of army life makes General Tilney obscrving a steic)
routine in trifling matters, In view of his great wealth, the General's
desire 10 increase the tamily’s wealth by marriage seems ™ be an
obscssion. 1t leads him o be influenced by John Thorpe inlo an error
which makes the General 1o hehave in an outrageous manner. Thus, he
told his son, Henry, 1o cultivate Catherine’s acquaintance with a view of
making her to be his wite, But when he finds out thal Catherine is not as
rich as he thought before, he does his best to separate Henry and
Cathenne,

[n expressing her satire, Jane Austen uses both direct and indirect
satire. In direct satire, she speaks in the first person, while indirect satire
is expressed through the four characters’ atlitude. Fach of those
characters shows different attitude. At the end of The plon, they finally
realize their mistakes. It explains thal Jane Austen wands o make a
reformation. Through this novel, she tries o show That we do nol have 1o
expericnce the world through the lens of our reading and 1L s wrong 10
see other people from the point of view of the wealth that they have, For
this reason, the conclusion is thal there is a satire toward sociely at That

tinwe which is carmed out through the Tour chacacters” atiitude
=
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