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INTRODUCTION

L.1 The Ratignale

Literary works are not merely the minor of Luman cxperivaces. They are als:
regarded 85 & means o entertain people through their wavs af delivering idea,
Mereover, literury works enable the readsrs 1o widen (her anowledge about the
world and hie within it. Taylor says, "Litermture, like other arls, i3 essentinlly an
unaginative act, chat is, an act of the wrilter's Imagination in selecting, ordermy
and mrerpreting Life experience™ 4 aylor, 19511 3

Literature 15 divided into two groups: the informaive Islerature and the
imdginative lieralure. The fommer has the main purpose (o offer knowledpe, while
the fatter 1s 1o wrouse thought and teeling Litevature 15 also diidad inm fhres
major forms; they are poetrv, drama, wnd vl Al ol them belong 1 the
mmaginaiive literature,

Drama 13 more vivid compared o the afhers baciuse af (e dhalogue within it
The dialogue. wopether with the other clements of drama, enables the readers 1o
imagine the story as 1 it 15 acted before (heir eves Drama 13 also acted on the
stage. Here the viewers are more enjovable to undersiand the play because they
can watch achons and alse can hear the dialogue of the characters. Abrams svs,”
Drama is the literary form designed for the theater, where actons take the roles of
the characters, perform the indicated action, amd urter the written language”
| Abrams, 1957: 43}

Lrama consists of severa] elements such as plot, characrers, dhalogue, setomng,
theme, and the uthers. Those elements relajed 10 ane mother L create # Teal umity
m drama. Theme i3 one of those clements thar canmot be separated from each
ather since 1L supports the livelingss of the play. Tt is as the conual core in o play,
therefore, w understand a drama is by understanding the thame of 1t Eennedy
provides his description of theme, “The theme of 4 story is whatever general idea

or insight the entire story reveals” (Kenmnedy, 1991 144},



In relation 10 the elaments al play, this thesis andlyres the theme. The thems
o be tiscussed is Afiides in Fouth Sring Impacis to Tater Life. laken from ong
of Tennessee Williams' dramas entitled Sweet Bird of Yok,

Sweet Bind of Youth was published in 1959 1t was presented ar the Marmn
Beck Theatre in New York an March VO, 1939, This drama is expanded from ope-
acl play, by the same author, The Snenye Time [1953% ) into the full-length Sweer
fivd aof Youth Here the emphiasis is on time as the testrover af beauty Although
Il 15 not ohe of Tennessce Williams™ masterpieces, fi moral feaching of this
draina 15 interesting 1o diseyss,

The two essential themes of Willizms" mujor plays are the vulnerability of
hath beauty and Sensilivity 1o time and to a violence SOCtety. Sweed Bind of Yourh
deseribes how beauty will endure by the passing of the ume; how (he saciety
impect one’s behavior: and how we shoulil be aware of time in oyr life. This is
known from his wrihing (in Hochman, 1984 [52), "When you look ar a piece af
delicately spun glasy, vou think of two things: bow heautiful it s and how easily it
can be broken™

The theme of Sweer Bind of Vo i3 Interesiing 1o inalyze, firstly becanse of
the moral teaching of the main charicters’ bebavior in a soclety. The second s to
know whar the causes af their attitudes that are closely relaed with their

psyehelogical conficts nd how 1lje attitules affeer their fture

1.2 The Problems to Niscuss

In commection with the nile that has bzen mentioned, it is defimely o
enunciate that Sweer i aof Fonth is a drama of vouth’s self-pwareness of time
and the sillain of the sndiety. The passage of hme, the erosion of perfect form, the
collapse of values, (degls. reletiomships, saga) made, love and hope are (he
probtems in this drams. This s supported by Tennessee Williams in his writing as
a foreword 10 Sweer Bind of ratth, AN my life T have been haumted by e
nbsession that 1o desirg a thing intensely is to place yourself in a vulnerable
position, to he a possible, if not o probuble. loser of whar ¥OU most want”
{Williarms, 1976 x}
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The prablems of Chanes Wayne are: his casemess 1o win the lave of hjx
childhom] girl friend, Heavenly Finley, hiz ambition o make his 1ife better, and his
ity fecling of wasting iz youth in had annules, Memnwhile, Princess”
problems arg the anser ¥ ol losing her fame and her lack of eonfidence becayse of
her old ape.

The other problems it arg related to the SaCiety also rise in Sweer Hing i
Youehs. This dramg poctrays \he materalistic sbctely. The society judee things by
their standards; maney and power, The relationship hotween Chance Wavne and
Heavenly is destroyed by her father because Chance s simply not a good enairgh
political or ecomomical bargain, Chance's lnlure iz profounder (han Riz inahility
0 be successfiul. His faiiyre ts that he fealy sontemptible and al last he has agmesd
t2 judge things lv the standards of the SOCICLY,

This discussion i locused on whether ar nag the attitudas of youth give the
mpacts ta the mam charscters” later life and whether ar not the saciely infloence

tha main chamacters” attitudes.

1.3 The Scopwe of the Stuly
The scope of the sludy i3 needed (o avaid ay misleading point of e
discussion i the thesis. Dealing with the Mt Aipmiticant contribution related 1o
the topic. the main chargerers’ attitudes ynd the secicty play the umportant roles,
They carifi (he condition of 1he soclely and the significance of lime m ong’s lifa,
This thesis 15 Timijed on the altitudes of the main characters in their youlh, the
effects of the anitudes 1oward themselves, and the ip Nuence of the SOCICLY boward

the main chataciers™ attilydes

1.4 The Hyprthesis

Ihe hypothesis is heeded o gain a correct solution of the problems through
the process of analvrng data Sweer g 0o Feaitir i3 an Inleresting play beeause i
describes ambition, anget and envy on he map characters, Chance Wavne and

Princess smimepas,




The hypothesis of the esis are the Artitudes of vauth eive the mpacts to (e

maim characters” later life angd the soctely miluence the main charaeiers® attitudes,

1.5 The Goals of the Study

The goals of the study are the basic PUMpCs Iowoting a thesis, Sweer Bind of
Fouth is a deama whicl 12115 sbout the vouth, how young people should be awsre
of time in their 1ife

There are several poals of writing this thesis, This thesis is meant o provide
deep analvsis about how to trear aur vouth and to enlarge the horzon abal
Amencan dramas, capecial ly Tennessce Williams® Sweer Bired af Fouth. Anather
15 1o share the knowledyps of regardimg time in youth with the readers whp most of
them are young university students, 1ha other is to apply the thearies of Hteratime

abtained during the academic vears at Feculty of Letjers.

L6 The Approaches to use

Thiz thesis yses saciologieal and psvehological approaches in analyzing 1his
drama. Sociologicyl approach is related to (he seCiety, it concems with the socinl
values in 4 society. The life of the main characters in their youth has Breat impacts
not only for themselves but also for (he soCiety. Scoft concerns wilth this ez,
.48 long as literature mainzins it bands with the saciety- and that canno help
but be farever- fhe socilogical approach, with or without the persuasion of a
pamticular theory. will continue (o be 4 ¥ipomous lorce in enticism™ (Scott, 1952
126

Chance Wavne cannot alford 1o marry his girl friens!, Hea venly, because of (he
obstacle from her failer. Boss cinley, Heavenly's father does not appraove of their
relahonship because Chance has no any pood lortune of material and nofities.
Being challenged by this comdition, Wavne atlempts o make his life hetear by
leaving his hometown to a city. Finally, he mects an BRINE molm-piclure star
under the name of Princess Rosmonapalis, She adaprs hersclf as Princess
Kosmanopalis because she Joses hes confidence. She is affaid of losing her fame

hecause of her old ape
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[he atuindes of those main chameters dare inuch influsrced Ty che sociely, [he
society judee values and power as their standards, therefore, Wayne aml Boss
Finley try to fill these standards in arder to be secepted by them, Meanwhilz, the
society also conneeta the fame to beauty and yourh, Therefore, Princess is afimid
of lusing her fame because she is nar YOUNE anymore.

A paychological approach is also gsed te suppon the discussion of the thesis
because the attitudes of the man characters gre much mMuenced by their inner
conflicts, The inner conflicts of Princess are the anxiely of losing her fume and the
ambitien to get back her sweet youth where she was beautiful and youny The
inner conflicts of Chanes Wayne are his untortunale conditions that force hum 1

make hetter life and the tagemess lo win the love of lus childhaad girltriend.

1.7 The Method of Analysis

This thesis uses deductive me hod i analyzing the drama, The deduciive
methold maves from a penerl statement, followal by a more limited slatcment to
i eonclusion, This is stated by Bramer, “Deductive FEASONING 15 as natural and
automatic for umans as inductive redsoning 15, Where inductive reasoning Jeads
W penerahzations, deductve regsoming allows us to apply generalizations 1o
particular cases” (Rramer, 1981 257,

The peneral cases in this thesis sepin from the main characters’ altitudes in
their youth and the conelusion is that the avimdes have grea mpacts in their later
lifia,

Collecting dara and mnfirmation relating to the subject of ihscussion 1s
cemducted through the library resesrch. Books contain a lot of facts, and many if
them comtain the inferenges and value judgments ol their authars, They are used 1o

reach the validity of the data,

1.8 The Organization of the Thesis
The orpamzation is needed o provide the deseription of the thesjs, This
thesis 1s divided into five chaplers. The introduction in chapter one describes the

ralionale, the problems 1o discuss, the seope of the study, the hvpothesis, he grals




al the sludy, the appreach 1o use, the meathod of analysiz, #nd the argamzation of
the thesis. ‘Ihe other Impertan descriptions of this thesis are the Miography of
Pesmessee Williams and the SNopsis of Sweed Sied of Youth fay in chapter two
The next chapter concerns wirk the explanation af the meaning of the terms. The
grealest comeentration of altitedes in youth bring impacts o later life in Tennessee
Williams® Sweet #ind of Yotk laws in chapter Tour, The last chapter is about the

conclusion of the previous chapters




CHAPTER 11
THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE AlU'THOR AND THE SYNOPSIS
OF THE PLAY

2.1 The Biography of Tennessee Williams

Thomas Lanier Williams was born in Calumbuos, Mississippi, on March
26. 1911 e is the first son and the secand chuld of Cornelius Caffin and Edwing
Laakin Williams. His mother wha js genteel and Kind 3 the davghter of » minisier,
while his father, @ shoe salesimn, came fram 4 prestigiows Cennessee Tamily,
which included the Staie’s first Governor and first Senator, Thomas [ apier
Williams was called Tom for shorr, His alder sister is Rose. The funily moved 1o
5L Lowis in 1918 afier his younger brather, Walkker Dakin, was barn

The transiion from the small Southern towis te a lig Northern Cigy s
ditficult for lietle Tom. [n the age of five, he developed diphiheria fhar made one
af his legs paralyzed. He enrolled in (he Enpenz Field Public Schogl a lew vears
alfter he recovered from his illness. His schoolmates msulied him because of i
small size, his deep South aecent und manners, and s incapabilioy for athletics.
Tom drew closer o his sister bevause T could not participate in kis schoolmares
games and mocked by his ussympathenic father From that mme, he began to
write. He called his St. Lows hayhood “Lenely and miserable”

His talent as a writer egan sppearing when he wiole a sory tor the firs
tme i his eleven years old In 1927, he carned his firs, money for writing by
winning a third pnze oS 5 in » contest sponsered by the inpzazine Swiaer Ser. In
August 1928, his short story The Fengeance of Nerocis appeared in the MmiaEazine
Veird Tales. He wiote his works under the cisagrecment of his father becanse his
lather wanted lim o he m mialieary service,

In 1929, he entered fur the Lmiversity of Missour where he won Prizes in
i Dramatic Art Contest, In 1932, his father remeyved hum from college due to his
disgppointment in Tom and the pressure of fnancial need. He commanded Tom o
work in the warchouse of the Inemationy] shoe Company. Tom obiined 2 § 65

salury for his yob He worked there for mwn years. After working all iy and




writing all night for 1wo vears, he underwent & nerveus bredikdown, This made
i move o Memphis 1o get reatment from |us prandfather who had moved there
after retirement. He reflected lus vears of trustmanon al his dislike of warchouse
Job i the character of Tom Wingfield Tom Wingfield was ane of the mam
characters in his drama entitled e Gloss Mepageee 119440 In Memplis, he
wrote a play, Cavrn! Shanghen ! Bombey!

In 19535, with the finangial nelp of his grandparents, e attended
Washington University m 5t Lows. In this University, he wrote plavs Tor a
theatre group called the Afussners, 1 v the dircetor Willard 1 hslland.

[n 1937, Wiliams moved-to the University ol lowa 1o study Playwriting
with Professor E. ¢ Mobie. Hig Sprig Storn | 1938} was presented there, In
1938, Williaing received his BA, Degree. He ne fonger wished 1o return 1o St
Lows because of his sister’s illness,

In 1939, Story Maguzine published Willisms' short stowy 4 Fieled of Blue
Chitfdren. 11 was the frst work o apprear under s new first name, Tennessee, The
mckname had besn given o him by hus umversity classmates beciuse of the
accent he had picked up while st his grandpurents’ home Memphis, [He
compiled four one-act plays in the same yedr under the title American Bluey,
meluding Condles 1o the Sun, The Fugitive Konid, Sprisy Storn, and Noi aboyi
Nogheirigales, Those works were submitted o (he Uraup Theatre’s American play
contest. This eollection won a % 100 prize snd aroused the inlgrest ol a New York
agent, Audrey Wood, who asked (o represent him. Miss Wood helped lum 1o get a
Rockefeller grant of § 1000 for Plavwrting. This enabled him o co nplele Sande
iif Angelds, which the Theatre Guild produced in 1444,

During World War I, Williams was classified 4-[ because of his he
condifion. Wanderning about 1he couniry, he lived for # time in New York and
New Urleans, Then, through the effort of Audrey Woed, he receivad a jol writing
tor the Metro-Goldwyn-Maver film Company. Nevertheless, it na longer existed.
Hz lefl Hollvwood and converled the Senpt ino: Fhe sy Minagerie {1944,
This play marked Williamss first major success and appamied him as an

mpartant American dramatist,




A Stregtcar Named Desive produced in 1947 This plisv emphiysized (he
success of Williams's previous play, | was tollowed by many critical and box-
office tnumphs including The Fose Tatono LL931), Car o a Hot Tin Ronf(1955),
and Sweed fied of Yourh [ 1954),

Dunng this period, he received many awards, e Glass Menagerie won
the New York Drama Critics Circle awnrd as the best American play of the 1944-
1945 sepson. He received a second best Amencan play gward Tor Streetcar
Named Desire (1947-1948 seasen. which alse carned him bis firs Puliceer prize,
fhe Mught of the feuuna (196]-19672 sedson) won o fowrth award from the New
Yotk theatre critics, -ss

There is a litle doubt that as Playwright, fiction writer, posl, and
cesayist, Williams helped transfomm the contemporary idey of fhe Southern
literature. However, as a Southemner he nor only helped to pave the wity [or other
writer, but alse helped the Sauth fingd g stiong velce whers bethee it anly heard as

# whisper, Wilhams died on Febreary 24, 1983, a1 Hotel Elvses im New Yok,

2.2 'The Synopsis of Sweet Bird af Youl

After wandering in 4 city, Chance Wayne, a vood-looking voung man,
retms 1o his Sowthern hometawn, St Clend. He stays M the Koval Palms Hotel
. the company of an aging mcHion=preiure star, whio i traveling under the name
Princess Kosmanopolis. Her renl name is Alexandra Dgl Lapo. She adopls hersel [
a5 Princess Kesmonopolis becawse she wssimmes that she 15 not well-known
ATIVITIGHE,

The people of 5t. Cloud, knowing that Chanee has come to his hemerown,
iy o drive him away. Besides the poor person, Chance 15 also a disobediens son
Lo his late mother, George Scudder, g young dactor, ties to warm him 1o leave the
town. Seudder brings scme informalion for b that bis mother, Rrs, Emily
Wayne, died when he was gone, The churcl sent hin some relegrams coneeming
with her sickness until her death b there wus not wnv answer from hirm. When
the chureh received no answer 1o s lelegrams to him, 1t arrimgad lor is mocher g

burial by taking up a collection of money 1o cover hospitsl and funeral CXpenses
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Lr. Scudder also mfomms him that & 2irl las 1o have an pwtl expeTIgnce, 4 magiy
ordeal, because of past contact with him

As soon as D, Scudder has lett, Chance wrms Ins atention ok o
Princess. She despairs ol pettmg her glogiaus fame again because she i3 ool Vo
amymore She thinks that people have wreatlen ber as a motion-piclure star
becawse of her physical changes. She becomes addicted 1o drugs 1w help her
releases her memal pain. Chance yses this condition 1w blacking:l her [n a
desperate attempt to abtain success that e hapes 1o win the love of his childhood
girlfviend, Heavenly Finley, he blackmuils Princess Tor g film contract and forees
her 1o sigm several checks tor him:

Chanee forces Princess 10 make o contes! 1o find d couple of vaune siurs
tor future Hollywood artists, The winners-io-he are Chance Wavne sl Heavenly
Fmnley, The cantest is all under the spansorship of Princess. He plans this in ordes
to take Heavenly away from St Cloud and make a new e with her ow of the
town

U that condition, Princess leams that Chance has a problem. Fimally, he
lells his life story to her and fhe reason why he coines bk 0 81 Cloud, He
regrets that he 15 not g persen with good lortune, He s nat rich wneugh o zel
Heavenly, a davghter of the rich und powertul local politico, Boss Finlay,
marepver e has not any political barsain, He has ne ehance 1w ask her hand in
ATl age

Bong insulted of his pocr condution by the sociely and Boss Finley,
Chance leaves his hometown for a city to make his life beter. He hegomes srgnlo
who gives pleasure 1o the widows, wives, md debutante daughiers of the nch
people. Princess feels sorey for him and she promises to belp him

Chance has come back 1o his hometown and nw e wants 10 show his
sucess to the people of S0 Clowd, mecluding Heavenly sed her fher, [e puts on
his Tinest clothes and borrow Pringess’ luxuriows car. He plass 1o make a big
display by riding areund 1own and shawing his perfonmance before the eves of the

P,




Meanwhile, in the lermes of Boss Finley' s hogea m 8t Cloud, Bosg Finlesy
15 lalking with Dr, scudder. Boss Finley tells him that Chance has had his
danelicr when she was Nlteen and ransferred her vanereal dizesse. Therefore, he
plans to drive Chance away from St Claud. For this reason, he arders his 80171,
Lort Junior, 1o do his EEL

After talking with N aendder, Boss Finley 15 looking Tor his dauphier
because he wams 1o make & conversalion with Fer. He trics to ensure her that
Chance means nothing fur her MNevertheless, Heavenly protesis against her 1ather
for his injustice. He married the woman whom he loved gennnely, bul he denjes
his daughter the nght to choose her awn hushand. She also aceuses bim that he
has broken her lare mother's heart. He had g mistress, Miss T ney, before the deaily
ol his wife,

Boss Finley's ael toward his davghter destrovs her. She cannat choase her
own husbard, She s in grict and despair Moreaver, she 12 now sedless by virlne
of an aperation follawing her conraction af verereal disease from her lover. Sha
LEANS [ po Inte & convent, bt her father lorkids her becayse they live in the stare
of & Protestant region and 1 day ishter in & convent will rin Bis political caseer.

Meanwhile, in the Cocktail Lovmge of the Roval Palms Hotel, Chance
Wayne meets Miss Lucy, Aunt Nonnie, and |ys childhood fiiends, Bud, Scouty,
and Stuff. Here Miss Locy and Aury wornie, the sisterk of Ross Finley's wifa, Ty
o persuade lim to leave the gw becruse e is o g ereat danger, Boss Finley
hreatens 1o emasculate him unless he leaves St Clond. Chance does not want o
change his mind: e wants 10 rafe Heavenly owl of the town with lim,

Al this moment, Boss Finley and his children artive at Palm Garden. Their
armival is indicated by the sirens of several squad cars, Chance sees Boss Finley
entering the room and he meets Heavenly fir a moment Tom Timiar, leaming tha -
Chance is in the same place, cannot restrain his anger. e tells Chance how the
latter destroys Heavenly by temsterring her veneres| disease he had vears HEo, A
a reault, her reproductive argan has to be removed

In the same time, Ross Finley mnkes his speech over an all-Sowhemn

television netwark for the sake of Tis politcal campaign. He canfirms thai e ot




# mission that he hold sacred o perfonm in the southlisd, i1 because the Voice of
God called him o execute the mission. that i5 1o shueld from pallution & blood. 1n
fact, he 1s a ragist polites, b he pretenis as it he reprets the blesdshed of the
blacks in an operation done by the whites

Tomn Junior und Boss Findey™s men are looking for Chance in the Prineess”
botel room. They canmot Gnd him because Chance Lkas Inddes in the shadows an
e gallery. He approsches to her room when ey have pone. She tells nm the
teeint event and wamns him thar he 15 m a greal danoer

Chance, in an attempt to be an artist in Hally wood, mekes a phone call to g
distinguished Hollywoeod columnis: Sally Powers, Princess” pood fHend. He
hopes Princess will tell sally about her now thiseovery artist, Chunee Wivne.
Mevertheless, Princess does not mention is pame a| dll, mstead, she 1s telling her
congition and her flm. Sally hrings SUrprising news for Princess. She tells
Princess thal Princess' picture has broken box-office records in New York and
Los Angeles. This makes her confidence rise agaEin. She decides 1o po back 1o the
city amd she asks Chance once Al e accomprmny hee Chance changes his mingd
e be s movie star and he profors 1o stane i lus hometown by takiog all the risks
that happen to him in 5t Cloud,

Umce Princess has gone, Hoss Finlew™s men enter the room and casmrate

Chance Wayne,




CHAPTER IT1
THE MEANINGS OF THE TERMS

Some terms are engaged in this fhesis, Muast of themn have more than one
meanings. Those meanings are used fur the different contexis, Therelure, it is
better to analyze them in order 1o apply them in the appropriste use and avoid (he
misleading understanding of the meanin 25 0l the terms,

Some essential terms concermung with the fope of this thesis are: theme,
youth, and attitwdes. They have close relatian to the wpic @ be analvzed
Therefore, the analysis of their rrCanings 15 needed to understand the discussion

deeply

4.1 The Meaning of T heme
As the theme of Sweer Bisd of Fauth is the discussion i this thesis. it is
necessary to analvze the meming of theme turther,  Accerding 1o {vjearsd
Advanced Leamer's {hetonary (1989 1329 (home s subject af 4 talk, q piece of
wriling or 4 person’s thoughts: topic. Shaws (1905 3781 provides three definitions
about theme: (1) The cenmal und dominating idea on w literary work: (2 ) a short
@asay, such as a school or college composition: (1) the Message ar moral implici
in any work of ar
Schwiebert (2001 152y explains another definiicn of theme. He EANS,
"Theme refers 1o what (he essiy 13 about, its prevailing idea.. . Anather
theme might center on the whole question of which lessons in our lives are
the most “primary™, “basic”, o “importent”. To wrticulaie or discuss therne
15 to pel the whar of the essay [1.e., Its content and idegs) .~
Remedy and Reaske emphasize the meanmg af theme on a play, The
former says that theme in play is the peneral poit o truth ghoul human beings
thal may be drawn from i, Perhaps the mos maaningful way 1o siodv he
elements of a play (and certainly the merst enpovablel is 1o consder a play in is
enkirety {Kennedy, 1991 Y55} The latter stales. The cemizal thems 15 one

denunating idea m a play. This is the ultimale significance of why drama and that




dimension of the arhst™s laho which cutlives entertaimment vatlue™ {Reaske, 1966
EA)

The conclusion of the meaning of theme fram the definitions above is that
theme is the central core iy play. Ieis the messape within a play in which the
author wans o deliver his jdes IMercfore, to undersiand the whole play is by
understanding its theme.

[hus, the theme of Sweer Bind af Vawtfe is about how 3 preTson can spend
his time 1o the right way when he wus voung & thar he will nog reprel in his old
lite. This message i3 represented by the main characters, Chance Wavne and
Princess Kosmonopalis, Chnpce wasles his youth in the fruitless attempl 1o win
the lave of his girlfnend, Heavenly Finley He tdises not care of anvthing instend of
thinking of Heavenly and when e redlizey thar he will never have what he wWHnts,
he feels somawful. He destrows limsell b wasting the time in his vouth and does
nel have wny preparation for his ald life

Meanwhile, Pringess’ youth is very troitful. She is the Famous bewtiful
motion-piciure star, Nevertheless. she gels depressell when she realives thar she
becomes older. Her hair becomes thin and her skin wrinkles, She is affad of

fasing the glomy of her youth, and she tries 1o gel back her sweet life in her vourh

4.2 The Meaning of Youth

Another gssential term ar this discussion is youth because it s closely
related 1o the theme in the plav. Beforg anelyzing the meaning of youth, it is
flecessary 1o know the meaning of young. According to Webster Third New
Irtersationad Lhorionary (1976 2684, young (adjy is ‘being in the firg or
relatvely carly stage of life, growth, ar development: as not lemg harm; being in
the Frst part of hife; not vel arrived at adolescence, maturity or age’, while vouth
()i “the time of 1ife wien one 15 young, esp: the periad between childhaod and
rmaturity”,

some psveholopists also explain the meaning of vouth. Kenniston (in
Santrock, 1991 360) states, “Youth is A transitiong] period of 2-8 ¥UATS Or more

Between adolescence and  adulthood that mvolves economic and personal




temporaniness™, Another definition is stated by Hebdige (in Barnard and Terry,
13%G: 1033, I1is stacement IS not toncerning with the age of youth, but with the
existence of YOUNE man in a society. [e says, “Yauth is presen ohly when 115
Presence is a problem, or s regarded as g problem® Franciz Bacon fin Wermuth,
FHST15) analyaes ¥outh from the differen standpeant wiel he psyvchologists, He
Wvestizates youth nol ohily an his ape, g also on what lies in s mind, This s
kmomwm From hys explanation: “ A man that 15 younp in Yelrs may be old in hoors, (f
he have lost i time; bur thar happeneth farely. Crenerally, vouth is like the Iirst
cogitations, not & wise 4% the second, for thers i« i ¥outh m thoughts as well A3 in
ages”

Thus, the meaning of vouth is the ransiticmal period of a man trom hifg
childhood 1o adalescence o matushy. His thinking s ustally unstable singe he is
I the voung age. It mpans that he will act to iyl s desires withoyt thinking
further

Touth is also 4 time where smneane has much encray o do his Activities,
imd the lime when be higs guod perfomames an strong body, Therefore, wouth is
the exact time ta tyld one’s fumire and the prablems of vouth iy Interesting o
discuss,

I this play. the problems of Chance in his fufure Bepan due to his attingdeas
when he was young, He does somellang fatal 11 his vouth. He has fallen in love
with IHeavenly, therefore, he does the WIONE Ways 1o achieve hig desires, On (he
tther hand, Princess makes her endeavers o he g Famous mehion-picture star in

fier youth. Both Chance and Princess pet their o impacts to their later lifee.

3.3 The Meaning of Attitue

The last 1enm o dizcuss in this chapler is atiitydes Webster Third New
fnternationg Lhicttonary (1974: 121} describes that alhiude’ i g hehavior
FEpresentative of fecling or conviction, b a disposition tha is primanly gropnded
in afMect and emotian and 1 expressive af opimong rather than beliell e an

OFZANIMISHC state of readiness to act that is often dceompanied by an appropriare




stimulus inte signi Geant or meaning il behavior: o a persistent disposition to act
either positively or nepali vely loward a persom, eroup, object, simalion, or value

The next definitions of aniigde are given by some psvchologists. The firsg
delimtion s deliverad o¥ Thurstome {in Garrison, IH60; 1600 e sava that
altitudes have been reforred to as melinations, prejudices, or Preconceaved notions
and feelings woward things, persoms, situations, ang 1ssues. Whereas Neweomb fin
Garrison, 1960: 160 explains, “An attitude is not a TeEpanse but a more or less
PRrsistent wet o respond 1 g glven way fo an object or situation, The concept of
attitnde relates the individual 1o ally: eoncept of his environment which has
positive of neyative value for him™

Anather defimrion of aftitude 15 stared by Zanden (1984 160-161% He
detines,

“An attinede 15 8 learmed am) relatively enduring rendency or predisposition
e evaluate a persom, event. or SUENEteN 10 a cereain way and (o act in
accordance with (hat evalustion. [ conatitutes, then, a social arentalion-an
underlving inclination ta respond  to somelling  cither favorably or
unlavorahly”,

Brigham (1991 134} provides e last descriprion. e defines arfirudes

it several defimtions

“First. ariitudes are inforred from the way individuals hehave (which could
melude the behaviar o limg oot an attitgde juestionnaire)  Second,
allttudes are dircered toward a pevchalegicnl object ar carepory. People's
schemas determine how they caregomize he obiccts loward which attilydes
are directed. Third, attudes are lcarned. Recause attitudes are leamed, it
follows that they can he changed  Finally, atlitudes inflyence behaviar,
Holding an artitude 1owan] an object gives ane a reason to hehgve tarl
the abject in 4 certain WAy,

The definitions abwove show that attitude relates to zeveral factors such as:
affection or leeling, seciety, aml behavior, Thus, in susnmary, attitude 13 the stare
of one’s mind in respanse o the society {ic their valig) surmounding him thet
makes him do SAMEINE I A certain way which s reflecied in his behavior
Attitwde is extremely tmportant in determinimg one’s action in Cimnacion with

various sitnations or problems with which ne mught be conlronted,




In this mnalvsis, the atiiigdes vl Chance Wavne and Princess are much
mtluenced by (g society. Their attitwles i1 1heir voulh have grem impacts in their
tuture. The materialistic sediely where Change lives, forces him to apply “he end
Jeshifies the means™ o get lis welth, Hy does evervthing to fll the sncicry’ s
demand. He does not care whether his attitndes are VICIOUS OF virtuons, 1le
becomes disobedient 1o his mether, leaving her while she js sick. Morenwver, he
bBucomes a pigals wha mves pleasures to the rich wiomen, He realizes all his 1oyl
when he feels he s not young anymaore. He knows that it is too Jage becanse he
timnot come hack 1o the fime when he WS VOng.

Meanwhile, Princess™ altitudes e not much mentioned in the play.
Mevertheless, it explains that Princess feels depressed because of her nld aoe She
thinks that the sOciely commect one's fame with beaury, Therefore, she hecomes
addicted to drigs when she foels ald. She iz afraid of losing her fame She
cansiders that her carcer and fama in her vouth lizve been ruined by her physical

chimges
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Sweet Bird of Yowh is one of Tennessee Williams® dramas telling gbou his
fright of time, Mast of the People in this world are not aware of the value of 1ime, 11
always moves on while the Peuple’s aclivities to reach (heir Hlusion ol bliss in their
youlh leading them to destruction in their later life. There is nof any excusc for
wasting time in one’s life with the uscless things. Once 4 PETSON wastes fime in his
vouth, 1 will ruin his later | ke a slow dynamite exploding in a eertain time and
shatlering everything surreunding 1t Nwect fired of Yowelt deseribes this lustration in
Its thems:

The male mair character, represented by Chance Wavne, 15 a plain man who
Hves in unfortunate conditian. | le has never cared about his Poveny until ke falls in
love with a beautiful ek wrl named Hegven ¥ Finley. The desire to wip her love ang
to Tulfil her familv's demands chunge his way ol thinking, He becormes a greedy man
who applies any means to reach s desires.

Meanwhile, the female main charmcter, represented by Alexandra Del Laga or
Princess Kosmonopolis, is g beaun ful woman with an acting talent. 1er desire 1o he
areat metion-piciure star o ziers her to do the best, She strives to realize her drears
The hard endeavors ure fruntful: she hegomes g well-known antist with a greal nameg
ol 8 motion-picture star

It 15 true that besides the inper drive of hoth main characters, the socicty also
have greal impacts on their way of lifs. The sOCICtY judpes that the Spiritual
satistaction is attained by taking possession of the material world, Money and power
are the two standards of success in ane’s life, Thus, Chance agrees to judge things by
their standards. Pherefore, he devotes himself 1o cet the material world no marisr
whether his ways are right or wrong, |e Jnoses ki spirttual and moral truth His aim s
Just to prove to the people that hy can be a ureal person with great wealth, Therefong,

there is nat any reason 1o underestimate and denv bim ANYINGIE,

h
Ll
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The judaments of the sociery ylsa infTuence Prinpags’ way ol thinking She
becarmes an anviouys woman who has not uny sell-confidence by virtue ot her old ape
She thinks that per physical changes will ryin her carcer as the preat star. This
depression leads hor Lo the drugs alyse.

Phus, it is proved 1har ¢ hance and Pringess® atlitudes along with the inluence
of the socicty bring impacis in the future, Chance is awiare of the value of 1ime when
his youth is almast £one. Nevertheless he fgs o Tace the tonsequences of his pasy
attitueles himsel!, s |ife fias alrendy bean destroved, e cannot realize his desires 19
win [ leayven| ¥'5 love and 1y | neh. Moreover, the people do nog respect him
anymore. The play ends with e emasculation of Chance Wayne, Meanwhile,
Princess® confidence is restored because her Jag film has actually been an SOOI
SUCCESS,

The drama tells how 4 person should be aware of time o his lifa. He should
behave appropriately in hiy vouth o reach hic bliss in later life. His attitudes 10 his
voulh determing 1he 'mpacts in his fiture becanse he lives in the society who has
values to e obeved As g consequence, they will give reaction to his allitudes, The

Feaction can be a rewar o d punishmeni,
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