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Penjualan senjata AS ke Taiwan telah menimbulkan kekhawatiran bagi
Republik Rakyat Cina (RRC). Cina dan Taiwan mengalami pemisahan pada 1
Oktber 1949. Ketika Mao Tse Tung mengumunkan berdirinya RRC dan menyatakan
sebaga pemerintahan yang sah, Kuomintang pindah ke Pulau Formosa. Keterlibatan
AS dengan Taiwan dalam kerjasama pertahanan dan keamanan bermula saat Taiwan
mengalami krisis selat di tahun 1954. Kronologi peristiwa krisis selat itu terjadi
karena adanya serangan angkatan bersenjata RRC People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
ke kawasan perairan Pulau Kinmen (Quemoy) pada 3 September 1954. Hingga
akhirnya AS membuat kesepakatan pertahanan bersama dengan Taiwan bernama
Sno-American Mutual Defense Agreement (SAMDA) 2 Desember 1954. Namun,
kesepakatan pertahanan tersebut telah dihapuskan pada 22 Februari 1972, saat
normaisas hubungan AS dan Cina dengan ditandai dibentuknya Komunike
Shanghai pada Februari 1972. Kemudian hubungan antara AS dan Cina dilanjutkan
hingga pada 1 Januari 1979, AS dan Cina membuka hubungan diplomatik.

Dengan berjalannya waktu didukung dengan kondisi perekonomian Taiwan
yang tumbuh menjadi negara industri mau dan berkembang membuat Taiwan
menjadi salah satu partner dagang AS di Asia Timur. AS terdorong untuk menjual
senjata ke Taiwan sebagal bagian dari hubungan perdagangan mereka, serta untuk
mengimbangi defisit perdagangan dengan Taiwan. Selain itu, setelah pencabutan
perjanjian pertahanan bersama antara AS dengan Republik of China, AS tidak bisa
meninggalkan Taiwan tanpa jaminan keamanan. Kesepakatan penjualan senjata AS
ke Taiwan telah diatur dalam kebijakan bernama Taiwan Relations Act (TRA) pada
tanggal 19 April 1979. TRA ditandai sebaga tonggak pertama dalam sgarah
komitmen AS secara konsisten terus mempertahankan eksistenss dan untuk
menyediakan pertahanan keamanan untuk Taiwan. Dua kebijakan lain yang
menggantikan TRA, yaitu Six Assurances tahun 1982, dan yang berlaku sampai saat
ini Taiwan Security Enhancement Act (TSEA) 1999. TSEA memiliki tujuan sgjak
awal terus memenuhi kepentingan AS terhadap Taiwan hingga saat ini.
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ABSTRACT

The United States arms sales to Taiwan have raised concerns the People’s of
Republic of China (PRC). When Mao Tse Tung announced the founding of the PRC
and expressed it as the only legitimate government of China, PRC and Taiwan
separated on October 1, 1949, and Koumintang moved to the island of Formosa. The
U.S engagement with Taiwan in security and defense cooperation began following
the Taiwan Strait crisis in 1954. The Taiwan Strait crisis occurred because the
armed forces of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) attacked into the waters of the
island of Kinmen (Quemay) on September 3, 1954. As a result, the U.S. made a deal
of defense agreement with Taiwan named Sno-American Mutual Defense Agreement
(SAMDA) on December 2, 1954. However, the defense agreement was abrogated on
February 22, 1972, with the normalization of relation between the U.S and China
that was marked by establishment of Shanghai Communiqué in early February 1972.
Then the initial relationship between the U.S and China continued until January 1,
1979 that was marked by the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two
countries.

Overtime, Taiwan’s economy and industry grew, developed, and rose to
become a new industrialized country and a major trade partner of the U.S. in East
Asia. The U.S. compelled to sell arms to Taiwan as a part of their trade relations,
and to offset its trade deficits with Taiwan. Moreover, after the abrogation of Sno-
American Mutual Defense Agreement, the U.S. could not leave Taiwan without any
collateral security guarantee. The U.S. arms sales agreement to Taiwan was sealed
in a policy named Taiwan Relations Act (TRA) on April 19, 1979. TRA marked as the
first milestone in the history of the U.S consistent and continued commitment to
maintain the existence of and to provide a security defense for Taiwan. Two other
policies replaced TRA, namely, Sx Assurances of 1982, and the current Taiwan
Security Enhancement Act (TSEA) 1999. The TSEA has since its inception continued
to serve the U.S interests toward Taiwan to the present.

Keywords : United States of America, Taiwan, People’s Republic of China
(PRC), Arms Sales.
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