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MOTTO 

 

Words - so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionary, how 

potent for good and evil they become in the hands of one who knows how to 

combine them.* 

 

                                                (Nathaniel Hawthorne) 

 

 

Writing is an exploration. You start from nothing and learn as you go.** 

      (E. L. Doctorow) 

 

1

                                                 
*) Nathaniel Hawthorne. BrainyQuote. Available at: 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nathanielh108644.html. Retrieved on 

February 1
st
, 2012  

**) E. L. Doctorow. Available at: http://thinkexist.com/quotation/writing_is_an_exploration-

you_start_from_nothing/204627.html. Retrieved on February 1
st
, 2012 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nathanielh108644.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/writing_is_an_exploration-you_start_from_nothing/204627.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/writing_is_an_exploration-you_start_from_nothing/204627.html
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SUMMARY 

 

 

Teacher’s Feedback on Students’ Descriptive Text Writing and Students’ 

Attitude toward the Feedback in Class 8A at SMPN 3 Kencong Jember in the 

2011/2012 Academic Year; Eli Ermawati, 070210401101; 2012:52; English 

language education study program of Language and Arts Education department, 

the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Jember University. 

  

 Writing is one of the language skills which are important to be mastered 

by the students because through writing the students can show their ideas and 

information in English. In writing, the students are expected to write well not only 

on the structure or grammatically correct but also on the content which can help 

the reader to understand their writing. Therefore, the English teacher used 

feedback as the technique to correct the students’ writing in order to help the 

students constructing a well-organized writing which was readable and 

understandable. 

 This research was conducted to investigate the teacher’s feedback on 

students’ descriptive text writing and students’ attitude toward the feedback in 

class 8A at SMPN 3 Kencong Jember in the 2011/2012 academic year. The 

research subjects on this research were the English teacher and the students in 

class 8A at SMPN 3 Kencong Jember in the 2011/2012 academic year. There 

were 33 students in class 8A which were considered as high achiever students.  

The primary data of this research were collected from conducting 

observation, analyzing documents and administering questionnaire. The collected 

data from observation and documentation were to know the kinds of feedback 

used the English teacher in teaching writing. Meanwhile, the collected data from 

questionnaire were to know the response of the students toward the teacher’s 

feedback given. Based on the observation conducted for three meetings, all 

feedback given by the teacher was in the form of individual conference feedback 

in which 52.9% were given in the first meeting and 47.1% were given in the third 
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meeting to each student. For the second meeting, there was no individual 

conference feedback but there was only a class discussion dealing with the topic.  

Meanwhile, dealing with teacher’s written feedback on the students’ sheet, 

the calculation showed that 59.94% direct feedback was used by the teacher to 

correct the students’ work which the details were 30.35% feedback on grammar, 

15.48% feedback on vocabulary and 14.11% feedback on mechanics. Meanwhile, 

38.39% indirect feedback by using underline (non-coded feedback) was given by 

the teacher and the specification of it was 26.10% feedback on grammar, 6.83% 

feedback on vocabulary and 5.46% feedback on mechanics. Besides, the total 

number of teacher’s written comment was 1.67% in which 0.91% feedback was 

given on grammar and 0.76% feedback was given on content. From the data 

above, it indicated that the teacher used direct correction more than challenged the 

students to correct their mistakes by themselves.  

In addition, the students’ attitude toward the teacher’s feedback was on the 

level of positive attitude in which based on Likert Summated Rating, the score of 

the students’ questionnaire was 2048. This score was on the level > 1650 up to < 

2145 (> Q2 up to < Q3) in which the category was positive. It means that the 

students thought that teacher’s feedback was useful to help them to be better 

writers or the students could understand the feedback given by the teacher. 
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