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SUMMARY

The Comparative Study on the Realization of McCandless's and Heathcliff’s
Self-actualization in Krakauer’s Into the Wild and Bronte’'s Wuthering Heights;
Wika Fitriansari, 070110101014; 2007: 43 pages; English Department, Faculty of
Letters, Jember University.

This thesis compares an old literary work with the modern one. Into the Wild
is a modern literary work written by Jon Krakauer, and Wuthering Heights is an old
literary work created by Emily Bronte. Into the Wild was published in 1996 and
Wuthering Heights was published in 1847. This research compares self-actualization
within the main characters on those novels.

Self-actualization is self awareness, concern with personal growth and
development. There are five hierarchies of needs which have to be complied before
someone goes through the self-actualization. These are physiological needs, safety
needs, belongingness and love needs and the last needs are self-esteem needs.

McCandless is the main character in Into the Wild. He is tired of all the people
around him. He feels that hypocrisy is the only thing reflected from the society.
Therefore, he has a great obsession to escape and to be lost in such a strange isolated
place. In order to actualize his obsession, McCandless wants to go to Alaska. Alaska
is the only thing in his mind.

In Wuthering Heights, Heathcliff has different motives to actualize his
obsession. Heathcliff has bad experiences of his childhood. A long his life, he wants
to revenge on the one he hated in his childhood. He is obsessed to take over
Wuthering Heights and Thrusscross Grange. McCandless and Heathcliff have
different motives to achieve their potential.

There are some problems that are discussed in this thesis. First is how
McCandless and Heathcliff achieve his self-actualization. The second is the
similarities and the differences between the realization of self actualization of
McCandless and Heathcliff.
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To analyze the objects matter, this thesis uses a psychological approach,
Abraham Maslow’s theory of human needs, and theory of comparative literature.
Psychological approach is used to dig up the psychological problems existing in the
novels. Maslow’s theory of human needs explores the motivation of characters in the
novels. Comparative literature is used to find the similarities and the differences of
McCandless’s and Heathcliff’s self-actualization. An inductive method is also used.
The method is started by the observation of the particular of facts, and it is included
into the general idea.

In the last chapter, the results of the analysis are written. McCandless and
Heathcliff have the similarities and the differences of self- actualization. It can be
analyzed from two perspectives. It is from the process and the characteristics of self-
actualization. Through the process, McCandless and Heathcliff successfully achieve
their self-actualization. However, it is only McCandless who has characteristically
achieved the self-actualization. Heathcliff experiences a failure in achieving the

characteristic of self-actualization.

vii



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

All praises are due to the Almighty and the most Merciful Allah, for giving
me health, strength and knowledge in finishing this thesis. I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to:

1. Drs. Syamsul Anam, M.A, Dean of Faculty of Letters, Jember University and Drs.
Moch. llham, M. Si, The Head of English Department who have given me a
chance to start writing this thesis;

2. Drs. Imam Basuki, M.Hum as my first advisor who has found time in his bustle for
giving me suggestions to my thesis and Dra. Supiastutik, M.Pd as my second
advisor who has been patiently willing to give valuable suggestions and
corrections for the improvement of this thesis;

3. All of the Examination Committee who have given me the opportunity to present
my thesis;

4. All of the Lecturers of Faculty of Letters, Jember University who have delivered
their knowledge during my study in this faculty;

5. The Librarians of Faculty of Letters and Central Library who have been very kind
by giving their service and opportunity to me to borrow some references of this
thesis;

6. All my amazing and crazy friends, especially for Nana, Lena, Niken, Iren, Ica,
Ucik, Riza, Yusak, Yeni and Astrid who has supported me all the ways. | thank a
lot. You are the best friends | ever have.

May Allah bestow His blessing upon them all for their helps and supports. Without

them, it has been impossible to finish this thesis. Finally, it is hoped that the thesis

will give beneficial and valuable contribution to those who concern with literature.

Jember, December 1% 2011 Wika Fitriansari

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

FRONTISPIECE ...ttt [
DEDICATION .ottt st sttt st ne e be e e e ene e ii
DECLARATION oottt sttt tee sttt et naae e s sbe e snre e e snneeennes v
APPROVAL SHEET oottt Y
SUMMARY ettt ettt be e et sente e nenne s Vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS.....ooi et viii
THE LIST OF APPENDICES. ...t Xi
CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION .ot 1
1.1 TheRaIONAIE .....ccererierieee e 1
1.2 The Problemsto DiSCUSS.......ccooeierirenirireeeese e 4
1.3 TheGoalSOf SEUAY ...cccoveeieeierieeee e 4
1.4 TheMethod of ANAlYSIS......cccceiiiiiiiireeee e 4
CHAPTER 2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ...ccooiieirereeee e 6
2.1 ThePreviouSRESEAr Ches ........ccccvevenineninieeeee e 6
2.2 The Approach toUSe ..o 7
2.3 Maslow’sHierarchy of Human Needs Theory ..........cccc.c..... 7
2.4 TheTheory of ComparativeLiterature........ccccocvevvecvernnnen. 11
CHAPTER 3. DISCUSSION ...ttt 13

3.1 McCandless s Motivesto Achieve His Self-actualization....13
3.1.1 Hunting in the Wilderness Alaska as

His Physiological Needs...........ccccvvvvevveveiieeneeeseenan 13
3.1.2 Taking a Shelter in a Bus as His
Safety NEEAS .....oceeieicee s 14

3.1.3 Loving the Nature as His Belonging and



LOVE NEEAS......eeiieiieiiieie e 15
3.1.4 Keeping His Own Principle as His

Self Esteem Needs.........cccoovviienininieenene e 16
3.1.5 Going to Alaska to Complete His Freedom as

His Self-actualization ............ccocoveiiiiiiiieieeeen 16
3.2 Heathcliff’'s Motivesto Reach His Self-actualization .......... 21

3.2.1 Making a Living as His Physiological

NEBEUS ...t 22
3.2.2 Getting Safe and Comfort as His

Safety NEEAS......ocveiieice e 22
3.2.3 Having Relationship with Catherine Earnshaw

aS His Love NEedS .......cccvvvviiiiiieee e 23
3.2.4 Realizing His Right as His Self Esteem...........ccccco...... 24

3.2.5 Making Hereton a slave and Taking Over

the Thrusscross Grange and Wuthering

Heights as His Self-actualization ...............cccccevvivennnn 24
3.3 TheSimilaritiesof McCandless's and Heathcliff’s
In Getting Self-actualization ........ccoccoveevininnenie e 29
3.3.1 McCandless and Heathcliff Achieve
Their Self-actualization.............ccoovvviiiiieniiiins 29

3.4 The Differences of McCandless s and Heathcliff's

Self-actualization ... 31
3.4.1 The Process in Getting Self-actualization...................... 31
3.4.2 The Characteristic of Self-actualization..............cc........ 33
CHAPTER 4. CONCLUSION ...ttt 40
BIBLIOGRAPHY ettt e e sna e e s 44
APPENDICES ...ttt st sttt nnenae e 46



THE LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendix A: The Biography of Emily Bronte.........ccccceeceveiieeeeseere e 46
Appendix B: The Biography of Jon Krakauer ..........cccocoveninieneenenieseeneeee e 47
Appendix C: The Synopsis of Wuthering HeightS........c.ccooeiirii i 48
Appendix D: The Synopsis of INto the Wild .......c.ccceeverieciieee e 50

Xi



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

