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CHAPTERT {j} &

INTROMILACTTIO -1'“- i

1.1 The Rationale

Laterature 1= one way for human beings to express their expenences. 1115
composed 1 an attractive language in order W enjov i, Somelimes, the imagimuations
are pul in the composion o make it more interesong. As lones i Cutline of
Literature stated ~Literaturc 1s simply another way we can expenience 1n the world
around us through our imagimation™ { 1968 11 Further Hudson saudin Intriduction
to Literature

Literature 15 & vital record of what men have seenin hile,

what they have thought and felt about those aspect of 1

which have the most immediate and endurimg interest for life

through all of us. It thus fundamentallv an expenence of hic

through the medivm ol language | 1965 100}

Drama is one form of Iieralure which expresses the human expenences
through many schions inside. Robby and Lilanoy stale that “a play s about an action,
a happening in human hfe” { 1962: x1}. The actions in the plav are presented by the
actors and actresses. Thoey try to express the writer's ideas by charactenzing some
characters in the play, Fuither, Reaske defines drama as a work ot literature or
compozition which delincates Iife and human activity by means of presenting varus
aclion ol and dialogues between — u wroup ol churacters (1966 51 A play, i general
consists of some dialogues, However, there are many playvs that do not peaed any
diglogues. Kennody save that “In performanee,  there s also 8 pantomime,
penerallv, g play wathoo words (1991 9323 In addimon, Keaske says that drama 15
designed to be acted on the stage (1966:50 1t will be understood berer 1f the readers
not onlv read the text but also watch 1is presentation. At [ast. drama not only
descrbes aboul the piciure of human hite but moreover, 1115 also an art that s

presented to entertam the audience.
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Henrk Juhan Ibsen 1 a Norwegan playwright who s well known as the
Father ol modern theatre. | 1is creative process to write the situation that happened al
that time as the theme of has plavs makes has plays very famous and inleresting 1o
read. People casily accept his plays at that nme because the siwations ol the play are
not dhilTerent Tromm the sieation of their dailv's life. thsen also gives them the reality
of lite that 15 not given by the wrniter before [hsen’s e, The plays before [hsen's era
qust fell abow the imagimation’s situation ol the past, not the real siuation at that time
{1 Hanoy, Rabby | 1962:417).

Rosmerholm { | 886) 15 one of [heen™s plays, that tells about the Gailures
experienced by the characters inthe play, Three vmponant characters o this play fail
tor gpann therr desires | he failures lead them to undergo a kind of depression and to
chanpe their life to be a bad one. They decide to end their lite 1o a tragic way, The
characiers who fail [irst 18 Rosmer, the head ol Rosmerholm famiv, he fails to
overcome his problems. In his mind, he has a dream to be a politician who 1s free to
mve his opinions to other people but on the other hand. be has & problem in realizang
1. He cannot reluse hos old family fradition that he has 1o be a prigst, second 15 Beata,
Rosmer's wite, she feels very sad after she knows that she has lost to have a babv.
The last is Rebecoea. She expenences a tragic hite because of her lailures to realize her
slrupreles

Thas thesis focuses only on Rebecca. She 1s one of the characters in this play
who 15 interested to discuss becavse as the new member of the lamily she also dhiesan
a lragic way #s her misiress does, Further she undersiood to experience that she a
trazic life because of her failures to reahze her strugeles, Her first strupples are 1o
attempt to be a noblewoman and fo reabize her happeness but unintentionaily changes
it love and i1 becomes a bip desire to win Rosmer's love. In fact, she cannot take
Heata’s position because of her pulty feeling toward Rosmer Exfrld Beata
L'mtortunately, to prove hoer love to Rosmer, she accepls Rosmer’s suppestion o
throw herself 1o the millrace where Beata died. Further, she wants to make her first

strugple successful. She puts away cvery obstacle in this case with Beata Firstly she



wants to scparatc Beata from Rosmer and it becomes a pressure in her lile, At last she
feels very putlty because she has made Beata's condition becomes worse, The lash s
her Falure against her own love 1o Rosmer

Many experiences can be lzart through Rebecca's expenences. Rebesea's
lile 15 an example of two sides of life, in this case the failure and the success, sudness
and hapmness 1t is also an understanding that life 15 not alwavs as someone wishes.
mometimes, she alse fails, falls down and expenences a sad event. In addition, the
play alse desceribes that struggles are needed but they must be Tollowed by a wise

thought in choosing the best rules (o achieve the struggles.

1.2 The Problem to Discuss

lsen’s Rosmerholm s a play that tells about the characters” tragic lite, 1115
related wiath the strugples that are done by the chamacters m the play especially
Rosmer, Beats and Bebecca. Thev fail to gam ther ideals and 1o overcoms their
sadness. At last they end thewr lile i traemc way,

The experiences of farlueres and tragic life in this play are deseribed through
the avts ol the characters. for mstance Rebecea. In this play, i1 15 told that Rebecea
comes W Kosmerholm with a purpose to change her status to be a noblewomnan and
gets happiness. Her struggles anse when she has seen the situation in her new house.
She hopes she 15 able o bnng Rosmer to be a liberal and tree thinker Unforiunately,
Heata, Hosmer’ s wile and Rosmer's old traditon obstruet her to do her purpose from
that time; she has an earnest wish to help bim and removes the abstacles in her deals.
Her strupeles then dnve her 1o do g bad thing which causes Beata to die. She feels
very gullty for it Besides, she also Tuls to 1l ber streseles 1o change Rosmer’s
pohihical view and to help him against his guilty. She also loses against her love w
him. Her unsuccessiul struggles nest bring her to expenience a trapic lite. She gets a
depression and at last, she aprees to accepl Rosmers proposal 1o commit suicide in

the place where Beata died by throwing herselt to the millrace Therefore, the



problem which 1s discussed in this thesis is Rebecca’s lulures (o realize her struggles

o win Rosmer's love leading to her tragic life.

1.3 The Scope of the Study

This thesis needs to be limited m order to keep away the discussion (Tom
lengthy examination. | heretore, it only locuses on one of the characters of the play,
ebecea, towards the experiences of her struggles and failures that cause her tragic
lif: First, it discusses what kind of strugsles which are done by Rebeces. The

todlowing, 1t 15 the analvses of her farlures and her tragic life.

1.4 The Hypothesis

A hypothesis 15 a temporary conclusion of the problems that are proved ( Tim
Fenvusun, 1998: 16}, Rebecca’s tragic life in Rosmerholm anses because she has to
struggle to realize her ideals but she fails. The failures lead her 1o experiences a tragic
life. The hypothesis in discussing the topie of this thesis is whether or not Rebecea’®s

tatlures i realizing her struggles are the cause ol her (rage life,

1.5 The Approach to Use

tsvehological approach is used to analyze the wopic of the discussion in this
theesas. The meaning of psvehology in general as Wortman said in Psyehology 15 “The
study of hehavior and mental process™ (1992 © 26) 11 i1 is connected with the word
“psychological approach™ it will mean the way of approaching a work, which is
related with behavior and mental process, 11 explains about the observation ol facts
about hehavior and find out more clearly the changing ol mental case cspecially about
the reason why people think, feel and act as they do (1992 - 26) According w Scott
it Five Approaches of Literary Criticism, “psychological approach can be applied
in the works of lterature in three cases there are: first, 1o apply the new ficld provides
a more precise languare with which to discuss the creatve process, second deals with

the study ol the lives of authors as means ol understanding their art and than last is 1o



cxplaim fetthous characters™ (1962: 71-72). Thas thesis uses the third apphication. 1
concerns with the attitudes and actions of the characier in the play The characier’s
action reactions and the action of ether character are needed to study about the
character who 1s chosen as the subject of the discussion. It wall show us that the
chosen character i this case Rebecea, has the motivataon o do ber Strugeies, then
her farlures and her tragic Life buat she s known as one who 15 unsuceesstul to get her
dreams. She cannot reahize her strugpics

Sociplopcal approach is also wsed i thes thesis o support the mam approach
It is the approach that deals with the ohservation of the relation of one character with
the other characters. This approach 15 needed to observe about the relation of Bebeces
with other chamcters, Kebecea’™s nlures are related wath her relationship with the
members of Rosmerholm family Rosmer and Beata. She wants to help Rosmer and

che climinates Beata from Rosmaer,

1.6 The Method of Analysis

Literarv research i1s donc to find the sources. which arc necded to analvee the
discussion. 11 means that the inlormanon and the data thm are valuable o suppon this
thesis are tound by reading many books and dictionaries and then collect them.

[nductive methed is used inthis thesis o analvee the data as well as the
information Wy pel the conclusion Inductive method 1 o wav ol making a conclusion
fronm specific understanding or events to general onetHadi, 1987138 Hebeeea's
tragedy 1n this play 15 begun by many expenences in this case ber Balures 1o sehieve

her struggles. Her lailures then lzad her o endereo a difticult part of hife.

1.7 The Goals of the Study

The first purpose of writing this thesis s o explore that Rebecca’s tragedy in
Rosmerholm is caused by her failures in reahzine her struggles, the second 1s 1o
learn about human expericnces related wath the wopic, In this case, the topic which s

taken 15 Rebecca’s expeniences through failures and her failures are the cause of her



trapedy. Finallv, it applics the theones taken during the study especially in the play

entitled Rosmerholm.

1.4 The Organization of the Thesis

Thes thesis 1s divided into five chapters. Chapter ome tells about the basic
information of the thesis's discussion, [t consists of rationule, the problem W discuss,
the hvpothesis, the approach 1o use, the method of analysis, and the orgamzation of
the thesis and the goals ol the study. Chapter two deals with the play and the writer of
the play. It tells about synopsis of the play and the biography ol the writer. The next
chapter coneerns with the meaning ol the difficull words that have relation with the
title amd the discussion. The following chapter discusses about REeboecs’s failures,
her strupgles and the effects of her farlures m her life. Finally the last chapler 15 the

comglusion of the whole discussion
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CHAPTERII ~
THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE WRITER AND THE SYNOPSIS
OF THE PLAY

2.1 The Ringraphv of the Writer.

Henrik Johan Tbsen was born in the hittle town of Skien on the Norwegia
scacoast 150 kilometres south west of Christiamia {now (slo) on March 20, 1828 Hix
lather 15 Knud Thsen and his mother 1s Marnichen He was the second child from six
child of his family, He had Four hrothers and one sister

[bsen's father was a gpood trader but be was nol 3 wise man in spending his
money” In the 1869 when Theen was sixt his father was bankrupt and they moved 10 a
little town of Venstop in Gierpen Parish, Since his father bankruptey, [bsen bepan to
understand about a bitter way of lite. At that time, he had a dilTicull Tife He lived in
poverty and lefi by s fnends. From that expenence, he learnt that not all of hes
triends were pood, They were easilv gone away from him when he was in a bad
condition. He became to be a bov who did nol hke 1o play with another IHend. He
used almost all his time to read and write

At the ape of fifleen, he was brought by s father to Grimstard There, he
worked as an apothecary in Reimman's apothecary shop. e had an unsufticien:
salary und a bad working condition. This unlucky condition was supported with his
loneliness

During his living in Grimstard, he used his spare time to prepare his umversiy
examination, He was also linding his fime for woiting His biest play Catiline, wrilien
in 1948, It was a play which concerned with the angry revolutionary related with the
situaton al that tme. Unfortunately, he was not reallv successful in s first play.

CIn April I.":"L, 1857, he left Grimstard for Skien e visited s family and
staved there for almost two weeks, [t was the last ume for him to meet them becausc

he mever came back agsin to his village until his father and mother died. On Apnil i



he arrived at Christiania o prepare for the universite entrance but he lost in Greek
and Mathematics.

He met (e Bull, the vielin virtuoso and the lounder of 1he Bergen National
Theatre 1n 1851, He gave him an occupation as a dramatist apprentice. This chance
gave him an experience 10 work in the theatre. He was very productive because he
was [orced w write one play each vear. Therelore, be wrole many plavs duning this
tme. Thev were - Mid Summer Night Dieeam {1853), The Warrior's Barrow
(18540, Lady Inger of Ostraad (1855), The Feast (1255 and Olal Liljckrans
( 1857} Unfortunately, these plavs were not really successiul. He only published one
play, Lady Inger of OQstraat. In this theatre he met the girl he loved. Her name was
Susannah Thorensen They were engaged in 1856 and got married on June 18, 1838
Cine vear later, their only one son was born. He gave him name Sigurd Lbsen

Iuring 1857, Ibsen returned (o Oslo w become a new manager of Morwegan
Theatre. He kept the posihion until 1862 In 1839 he found thai the theatre gol many
difliculties e was depressed at that ime because he had not get any solutions to
overcome his financial difficultics (o make the condition of the theatre better. Al lasi,
he decided 1o close i, This bad condivon at that tme influenced s mind in weiting.
He could not write any works except one poem entitled On the Fells (1859}, It told
ahout his gloomy expernience becawse ol his faillure in betiering the condition of the
theatre as well as his desire in wniling,

Afier the theater was closed, he became unemployved He then worked as
journalist. During this time, he wrole a play, The Yiking at Hegeland (1358), a play
which was influenced by his reading Volsunagasaga, It atlended some measure of
success 1o find a modem opportunity to the steang purposeful language of Saga
[Encyclopedia of Britamea, 1973, 1027

In December 1866, he wrote and published Love’s Comedy. It was his chance
1o change s life in literary work. The publication of the play developed s career in
art especially in play. There, he for the lirst time expressed his personalines related

with love problem. 1t told about a commentary on convenhonal romantic love and



marriage. In may 1862, he recerved a grant from the University of Chritiania o
arrange and collect folk sonps and tales. It let him to travel around Nonway,

I'he following yvear. he wrote The Pretenders. 2 histoncal play in prose. 1t had
a pod production al the Cristiama Theatre in [ 864 and awarded a small travel grand
that brought him to leave Roma. Uhen, it was continued with two plavs which had an
anthitetic idea, Brand ( 18663 and Peer Gynt (1867, These plave were a tramc
stomes that were woilten m comic moddd, In those plays, he ereated two mam
characters which had a contrast personality. In Brand in thes case Pastor Brand, he
was crushed by a weight of s idealism while on the other hand, in Peer Gynt was in
danyer of evaporating into nothinge in s etler sell - dedication (19740 693)

Ihsen hegan to wiite social problem dramas in his plav 'The League of Youth
{1869 and Pillar of Society ( 1B77). Atter that, he changed his theme into modern
problem plays. 1t concerned with human natural problem related with their Tile and
thear relatonshep. 10 told abow conthicts, solution and therr activimies wiich also
happened in the real life. He thousht that play was one way for him to express about
human life (1968; 10 Through the play. he wanted to feci about human expeniences
i connecting with thear problems, contlicts and solutions, The first play in this theme
was A Doll's House { | 889, a strong voung wife who pretended to be a pretoy
rresponsible m order 1o fatter s husband but disturbed by has expenence in the past,
Then, he wrote A Ghost (1HE] ) a heredity insamity and the conthict of generation.
The play was f'nllm'l.-'ing_{_ with An Enemy of the People { 18521 11 told about someone
who (ned 1o strupele the truth, regardless of vested interest, muoch necessanly o be
misunderstood and treated cruelly,

The followimg year, Thsen published many plavs that refated wath woman
emancipation They were Wild Duck {1884, Rosmerholm (1856, and Hedda
Ceabler ( 18901, In these plays, he wrote about people who wanted to gam their ideal

Iite more than a notmal Lifc
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Mext, he developed his problem into psychologeal problems with svmbolic
stvle, including; The Lady from the Sea ( 1588), Master Builder {15892}, Little
Elvof { 1894} and John Gabricl Borkman (1896).

In his last play When We Dead Awaken { 1899}, he wrole aboul the protest
agamst evervihing that took sway a man from hes happoess. It was s last play.
Afier that play, he did not produce any plays anymore. At that ime, he got a stroke. 1t
made him loose his power to move the part of his body, He could nal use bis hand
and could not write anvthimg He died m Christiana Oklo on May 25, 1906,

During his life, Thsen wrote lor about twenty-six plavs. He was not only given
his comnbutions on drama but also to the reader. His plays showed a picture ol
human lifc. their problems and the solutions to solve them. He s told as the motivator
ta other modern playwnghis 1o create a new charactensuc of drama and they can

bearr 1o bam

2.2 The Synopsis of the Play

The story happens one vear after Rosmer's wifc death. It begins with the story
of the relationship between Rebecea and Rosmer. Rebecca and Rosmer hecome
closer since Beata has died and Rosmer decides to change himself to be a free
thinker, @ man who can choose his way of Life by himsell, Rosmer thinks that
ltebecea is a nice friend in discussing about pelitics, shanng s problems, and giving
him a valuable solution He has an unhappy marriage with Beata. Beaga 1s an
unsyrmpathetic, neurotic woman who ends her hite in the milirace

COme day, Rector Kroll, Rosmer™s bigther-in-law and close fiend comes to
vistt him in Rosmerhalm. He tells about political situation i ther country and s
desire to make a public newspaper, the County Telegraph The newspaper is meant as
the liberal ‘s newspaper opposition. He says that thewr nival 1s very dangerous because
it carnes about erineism toward their party and it will bring a bad effect o them. He
asks Rosmer 1o be an editor and joins with him against the Liberal Pany. Rector Kroll

was dissapointed at that tme because Rosmer refuses his offer. Rosmer tells bam that



11

he has already chanped his political view, Now he joims with Liberal Party. He savs
that it is his time to show his responsibility for ther country by helping people to
raise their social status W be a noblemen, Kebecca agrees and supports his new hght

In the middle of their conversation. Mrs. Helseth, Rosmers housekeeper
comes o anmounce that there 1s someone who wants 10 meet [Losmer. His name 15
LITrik Brendel. He is Rosmer's old wior and also a loval hiberalism. He comes 1o the
villape to pive his service to liheral partv. Rosmer and Rebecea are very proud of
him, especially to his way of thinking. He s able (o express s thought freely
R.osmer and Rebecea help him by giving clothes and money.

Having seen their act toward Llink Brendel and feli disappainted 1o Rosmer,
Kector-kroll turns agamst them. He accuses Rosmer of betraving his class and has an
affair with Rebecea, He alse accuses her to have bad purposes 1n Rosmerholm
especially in persuadine Rosmer to chanpe s political view and elmimating Beata
He tells further to Rebecca and Rosmer that his accusatson s strenpthened by Beata s
confessions before she died. She has come 10 him twice 1o complaim about her fear of
Rosmer’s polilical change and ms desire 1o marry Rebeeca. moreover, she 15 very sad
when she knows that she has lost her possibility 10 have a baby. 'Therefore, she wants
to make a way [or Rosmer 1o marry Rebecca by ending her life in the millrace.

Pieter Morensgaard, a liberal newspaper publisher comes 1o the house in
answering the letter from Kebecca, He wants 1o sohisite sbowt Rosmer's new decision
and wants to write 1l 1n the Beacon, Rosmer agrees with i In addition, he alse
explaing 1o him about the rules as the heginner in liberal party, He says thal there 15
no exception for every new member even Rosmer. Further, he says that the Tihersl has
already had a lot of freethinkers and he does not need a frecthimker except o neal
L hrisnans. Therefore, he 15 surprised when he knows that Rosmer has already
changed his mind and leaves the churoh He does not need Rosmer's help anvmore.
Then. he also accuses Rosmer has sin relationship with Rebecea und canses his wate

cthe



At that time. Rosmer (eels he 15 left by evervone withoul anv supports and
fears to people and s wile’s accusation. He begins to feel guilty in causing Beata o
die and fears that he has not concealed his leeling to Rebecea from his wile, Really he
is shocked by the romours of the scandal, but he does not want hus happy present life
disturbed He oflers Rebecca to marmy him but she reluses it

One-dav moming, he reads the morming newspaper “County Telegraph’ 11
carrics about the incormect reports m relation to his deciston to change s politcal
view, Rosmer cannot accept this news and wants to fight back, but he feels that he
cannet accomplish this sk because of s pnlty feeling toward his wate. He thinks
that a puilty person like him cannol do anything to defend himsclf

Rebecen takes a great care (n Rosmer’s nervousness and she wants to help
ham . She 1akes all of the responsibility on hersel by conlessing that it is she who iy
responsible for Beata's sumeide

Adter she conlesses all of her guilt o Rosmer, she decides 1o leave the house
but an the last minutes hefore she gocs she explains that she still has one seceret to tell,
She says that there 15 power over her which influences her to love Rosmer. The
power arises her jealousy and drives her to do many unwise actions to Beata and it
causes Heata's death. After Beata®s death, her love has changed. It 1s not so
ambitieusly as belore but 1t has changed to be spimtual one. She only wanls 1o devote
herselt entirely for Rosmer.

Kosmer who docs not believe in Rebecca anvmaore asks her to prove her love
by offering a proposal to her. He orders her to die as the way Beata died and she
asmees with i

At the last time when Rebecea wants o jump to the millrace, Rosmer degides
to win with her. They throw themselves into to the millrace where Heata died, hand

in hard
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THE MEANINGS OF THE TERMS

It 15 usetul and imporant to give brief descriptions about the erms in order to
help the reader to understand the topc, There are three imporiand words {0 explan

here, strugele, fatlure, and trasedy,

3.1 The Meaning of Struggle

Hornby i his book Onsford Advaneed Learner’s Dictionary of Corrent
English defines strupgle as - 1) T'o fipht (with somebody ), {against with somebody
something) more one body vigorouslv) 2} Try o overcome difficulties; make greal
efforts 30 Makes one’s wath dilliculty (m specilied dirsction], 43 Strupele along on /
manage to survive in spite of great difficulues {1994 © 1276)

Webhster's Third MNew International Dictionary, strugele is determined as
tellows = 1) To make violent. strenueus labored ot convulsive exertions or ellorn
against dilTiculuies 23 To procead wath dilficulbies or with preat effons 31 A violent
ctfort of exertron (as to obtain object; overcome a difficulty or avert an evil ( 1969 ¢
2267},

The defimtion which is explained before takes the means of struggle asa
vigorous attempt which people have done to overcome something that 15 difficult w

reach in order o get what they want

3.2 The Meaning of Failure

The word lailure in The American Heritage Dictionary of English
Language 15 defined as; |} The condition of fact of being in sulhicient or lacking:
failing: failing short; non performance of what 15 requested or expected; omission,
failure to repon a change of address; ones that fails 21 The condition of fact of not

achieving the desired end or ends ( 1977:474)



Hornby 1n Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Current English remarks that
farlure 15 1), Failing lack of success 2. Instant of failing 3. Neglect. omission, in
ability to do something {1974;305)

Then, The Random House Dictionary of English Language states the
meaning of fadure as 0 1) The act or instants ol failing or proving unsuccess{ul, lack
of success 2). Non performance of something required or expecied (1961 ; 164}

Further, Webster in Webster®s Third New International Dictionary defines
tarlure as - a lack ol absents of somethimyg expecied especially m performance or
achicvement { 1966 : 815)

According to the explanations above, the word faillure can be explained as a
conditian or tact of person or thing that is feiled or unsuccessiul 10 reach what he
expects.

Prople usually have many hopes and whishes in their hife. They have a great
strugele 1o reach 1, They work very hard and sometimes Toreel (o manape thesr work
carefully. They do not prepare themselves from bad fates or looses. Therefore, when
they are unsuccessful to gain their faith, they feel verv sad. disappminted and restless.

Kebecca in Rosmerholm also experiences tulures in her life, She s
unsuccesstul to fulfil her struggle, she cannot gain his 1deals because what she has
arranged 15 not successiully dong. She becomes suffenmg. She wanls 10 run away

Trom them by ending her life in the millrace.

3.3 The Meaning of Tragedy

I'he word tragedy comes from Cireek, tragoidia, a hterary poatsinger, the odd
name for an onginally chomnic ntual song and dance There, Cireek people perform a
show which s attended by the sacrifice ol a goat | hev dressed 1n skin as goathike
men and there were a price for anes who has zood performance. Latter the meaming
of tragedy develops from time o ime adapted with development of the wriler’s

thoupht in every eras (Colligr Encvelopedia, 1994 - 400)



According fv Cowie 1 Oxford Advanced Learning Dictionary, trapedy 1s
11 A terrible event that causes a greal sadness 2} a senous play with sad ending b
the hranch of drama that consists of such play (1994 - 1360}

While [Jrabble in Lhe Oxford Companion 1o Fnglish Literature savs -
irapedy 12 word of urcertain derivation spplicd broadly or by extension. other works
which ever more toa fatal or disastrous conclusion (1995 T2}

The defimtion above describes the understanding about tragedy woa kind of
experienie ol the characters i a play which causes her difficulties and ends with an
unhappy or sad cvent

Corrigan, in his beok Tragedy Vision and Form says @ magedy 1 aboul our
inevitable failure in evervthing we would aspire o because we can never be
consistently whole ; it is about the fact that the source of vur failures resides within us
and 15 not due to the operation of some external Torce (1964 11

Failures is one of the clements ol tragedy. In trapady, the character
experiences lailure. It 15 cansed by the internal or extemnal forces of the character. He
is too ambitious to fulfil s desires. He castly puts a bad idea in arder 1o succeed his
ambitions and does not aware about his fault. When he 15 tailed. he wall leel
hreakdown and bis raeic hiie bepins

The meanming of tragedy iscll in Dictionary of Literary Terms 15 a calamity,
disaster or Tatal themes, carned to a disastrous conclusion. Specificity, tragedy is
applied o o dramatic work, in prose o verse, that traces the carcer of a noble person
whose character 13 flawed by some delects (ealousy, excessive, ambition. pride ctc)
and whase actions cause him 1o break some moral perfect or define law with ensuing
downfall and destruction { 1988 : 381-3821 In other words, the main character in the
plav s unsuccessful. He is unable w gan his pouls. Then, 11 leads him 1o experience a
complex problem. He must overcome his problem and hold hus moral responsibity

He cannot overcome it, he will expenence downtall and it 1s called tragedy,
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Therefore, the meaning of trapedy then 15 the potrays of human unhappy
experiences, cspecially showed in Herary works, which are caused by the character’s

internal foree and it Teads o o bis sormons,
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CHAPTER IV
THE FAILURES OF REBECCA'S STRUGGLES AS THE CAUSE OF HER
TRAGIC LIFE

I 1s important 1o know about some 1deas as the busic elements in analyzing
the problems in the story, The main ideas inelude the struggle of the character, the
failures i realizing the strugeles, and the trogedy experienced by Rebocea aller she
fails to reahze her strugsle,

lbsen in his letter o Biorn Kristensen sayvs (hat the play deals wath stroggle
that every serious minded must be waged lumsell to bang his way of life mnto
harmomy with his convigtions ( Sprinchom, 1964:265). Further, Valency in Farlane
limits the struggle that 1s done by the woman characters in this play s 1o win the man
they love ( 1970: 407). Morcover, Benson and Littleton sav that they are imterested m
Rebecca way of life, those are, Rebecca as the victim of her own ideas, her revelation
of her illegitimate child, her strugele with the house and the drowned mistress, and
her strupgles apainst her own love (1966:227). Thus, 1115 so interesting to discuss
further about Rebecea’s strugeles in this discossion of the thesis.

Maturally, everyone keeps her own effors to realize her ideas. Sometimes.
they must face the farlurcs. The writer 15 itergsied 1o analyze about fatlures, in this
casc Rebeoea’s falunes. According 10 Benson and Littleton that “The action provides
of clinging 10 a house and its past, of a failure to realize when the stream of history
has passed it by, is decp-rooted and evil instinet, the more insidwous because 1t 1s so
casily rationale into a behel in Anstocracy, price of race of birth and soon™
{(1966:227)1 The failures in this play arc really influgnced by the character’s
experiences in the past which disturh her future lite especially m her way 1o gaimn her
goals.

Rosmerholm (s a tragic drama. The character’s tragic Life, in this case
Rebecca, 15 caused by her experiences in the past thal become real cxpenence i her

future as Freud savs that ¥ what make 1t in trapgie drama is the extra circumstance

L7
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that the heroine day dream had been preceded in her childhood by precisely pounding
reality”™ { 1970: 399, Rebecea's expenenie 1n an allar with her father in the past
mfluences her new lile because the situation of her new house 15 nol dillerend from
hers in the past. She has a love life as her atfair wath ber tather in Rosmerbolm, her
new house. She is domimated by the power that leads her 10 elimimate her rival 1o win
the lowe. Thas love then causes her undergoes a tragic life. 1115 important 1o analyze
Rebeoea's experiences especially wn her fatlures of her strugeles in realizing her
ideals However, her strugples are disturbed by her past life and it cagses her
underpoes a ragic lifo.

When Rebecea was a child, her mother brought her up to her village. They
lived irra little town, Finmark. I is known as a villape where the ancient supersiition
comes frome. T hey belicve 1o superstiion {1963 403),

Rebecen 15 an illegmtimate child. Her mother 15 a lower class woman. Her
lather 15 [r, Wesl, a doctor who ever came (o her village a previous year belore she
was born. At that time. he had an affair with her mother. It caused her mother
pregoant. They never legalized their relationship and still kept 1t i secret unol they
died. Because of her unlucky position, her society never cared aboul her exislence,
She never made some social relationships with them. They never knew ahout
evervihing that happened on her

Atter her mother’s death, she lives with [ West. She regards him as her
steplather. She says that she gets many expenences about life duning her Hic wath
him, She says 1o [ Kroll that her stepiather has taught evervthime about lite
(1966:406). In his house she learns about politics especially hberalism. At the first
vear, he wives her a pood care It makes her love im so much In the onge run, her
love changes into a love hetween a man and woman that followed by a desire o live
together. She wants him to be her husband. 1hen, she becomes her father s mastress.
Then, this relationship is called an Oodipus Complex because in the coming days she
15 known as her lather iflemtimate child. Shaw in Dictionary of Literary Terms

says, .. according to a psychiatric term, Oedipus Complex refers o the unresolved
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desire of child for sexual gravitation through a parent of the opposite sex™i 1972262 ),
Rebeeca is surprised when she knows that she has a blood relation with her
steplather She thinks that she has a gwlty love and sinful marmage. Her gl then
drives her o refuse every man who loves her

Chne day her futher gets an accident in his sea vovage. [t 1s his last sea
Journey He gets & paralysis It breaks his life. He becomes casily to get angry and
teaches her harshly, At the end of ks life, he becomes very unreasonahle, She pets
difficultics to take care ol him She thinks that if 15 her worst experience with him.
She 15 disappennted with him especially when he leaves her in anamesponsible way.
He dies without leaving her any properiies excepl a case of books. This experience 15
also the Teason (or Rebecea 1o refuse her lovers. She is afraid thev wall treat her badiy
ps her father does

Rebecea's expericnces when she has lived with her parents inlluences her
future life, Her hifie wath her mother where her sociery ipnores her existence leads her
Lo reach an appreciation from her surroundings. She wants to be an important wirl for
other people. She wants them to accept her exastence and fellow all she wants
Jogerson savs, “She has that self confidence. . 11 she changes her mind, the world
must chanpe with her... " 1963:404}). On the other hand, her expenence as her
father’s mistress which is influenced by the Oedipus Complex disturbs her life. She
lpwes o man, in this case Rosmer as the way she loves her father. She tries to win the
lave by removing her nval.

After her father died, Dr Kroll brings her up o her new house, Rosmerholm.
There, she lives with Rosmer, his wife Beata and their housekecper Mrs, Helseth, Tn
her new home, she hopes that she can reach her ideal. to be a noble waman and happy
(1966 414) and leaves her bitter expeniences in the past. She hopes that all of the
Family wall admit and accept her. However, she delays her former purpose because
the situation of the housc 15 not suttable for her to continue her plans. She, therelore,

has some strugeles in the houwse o realizg her weals,



4.1 Rebeeea’s Strugples
4.1.1 Rebhecea’s Struggles against the Tradition of the House

When Rebecca comes 1o her new house, Rosmerholm, and fives in it for a few
limes, she has seen uncommon traditions i that house. She seces that the situation ol
the house is very gloomy She does not find any children erying and she never knows
evervone laughing in that house, They believe in g kind ol superstinon that is
symbolized by a white horse. They tell her that the appearance of the white horse s a
sign for all of the family that there will be some troubles in that house or there will be
someone in the house who wall die soon. The white horse 15 also told as the
incarnation of the deaths of Rosmerhobm family who clings 1n that house and hive
around their house. Another strange tradition is the tradition that tights up the
descendants of the house 1o be the oncs with the eccupation i medicines, laws or
priests, Thev cannot choose their Tife by themselves and cannot live as the way They
want. She thinks that their traditions tight up their freedom.,

Having seen their traditions, Kebecea wants to make some changes toward
thesr traditions. She hopes that the changes will be useful for her to realize her
purposcs in the house. Besides, she hopes that she will get a house as she wishes,
Rebegea beging her struggles to change the house by changing the situation of the
house to be fresh and colorful. She puts some NMowers around the living room.

EROLL . (Sus and fnaks araund ) Well, how very attractive
vou’ve made this old room look! Flowers everywhere
REBECCA. Mr. Rosmer loves to have [resh Nowers around.
EROLL. So, do vou, | imagine
REBECCA. Yes. I ind them so beavnfully soothing. In the old days,
we had 1o deny oursclves that pleasure
(Act I, P347)

She hopes the colors and the smells of the flowers will give something different mo
that room. They will change the appearance of the room to be more colorful, beautiful
and fraprant, She also wants to make the people ol the house happy when they look

innto the fresh flowers.
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After she has changed the situation, she starts with the next struggle. She tnes
against their belief in the superstinons about the ghosts of the deaths in Rosmerhoim,

MRS HELSETH. Ah well, miss. It must be hard for the pastor 1o
cross that bridee  Alter what happened there.

REBECCA (pathers her crochering. Thev ¢ling to their death here
at Rosmerholm

MRS, HELSETH. If vou wanl my eginion, miss, it's the dead whe
cling 1o Rosmerholm.

REBECCA (aaky af iery, The dead

MRS HELSETH. Yes It's almost as though they couldn’t free
themselves from the ones they left behind.

REBECCA What makes you say that 7

MRS HELSETH. Well, other wise this white horse wouldn'l keep
On appearing

RERECCA Mrs Helseth, what exactly 1s all this about this white
horse 7

MRS HELSETH (3h, i1's nothing, Y ou wouldn™t behieve such
things. anvway.

REBECCA, Do vou believe init, then ?

BMES. HELSETH (proes woreass ard shuts the window) Al vou'd
only laugh on me, miss.....

{Act. [ P 346)

Rebecen 15 very surprised to think ol the story about the white horse in the howse, She
does not imagine that the members of the hovyse believe ina story of the ghost
Kehecea whe has an unpleasant expenence with people who hehieve in superstinion,
hates 1o this beliel and she wants 10 leave that experience. She tnies agains! ther
belel by making it as a joke,

REBECCA. As long as he doesn't see the white horse. I'm afrad we
may seon be hearing from the one of these ghost of vours.

MRS HELSETH. Gied forgive vou, Miss West! Don’t say such
wicked things !

REBECCA. Al nght, all nght-

MES. HELSETH {fewers her veuce ). 30 you really think someone’s
BOINg e 20 s00n, miss 7

RERBECCA Mo ol course nol, Nevertheless, therc arc so many kinds
of white horse in this world, Mrs, Helseth,

{Act. 1, P 367)
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Rebecca’s struggles in the house then continees opposing the Rosmerholm’s
old tradition. 'L he tradition has forced every descendant including Rosmer to be a
doctor, a lawyer or a priest, Rebecca knows, that Rosmer really does not agree with
that rule. He 15 not happy with the conditions ol the houwse, She wants to tell hum that
che has ditferent opinion from D, Kroll. She answers 1. Kroll's question by felling
that the tradition 1s very unreasonable

FRONLL fpevivits for thre portraits). The Rosmer of Rosmerholm. Men
ol God and Men of War. Respected servants ol ther
country. .. {Puts a hed an ROSMER s soldier) Rosmer vou
owe 11 vourselt and to the tradition of vour family o defend
protect everything that has hitherto been held sacred in our
society. { Furns). Well, what do you say, Miss West!

REBECCA fwith saft, quaet fawgk), Dear Dr Kreoll! 1 find it all thas
unspeakably ludicrous.
(Act TP 156)

4.1.2 Rebecea™s Struggles to Remove Beats

Rebeces wanls to remove [Beata because she has a different way of thinking
with Beata They have different ways to reach their happiness. Rebecca thinks
happiness will be obtained if someons 15 [ree. She thinks that Liberal s the nght party
to realize this happiness, She 15 able to be a free thinker in this party, She, therelore,
iries 1o change Rosmerholm's way of life from orthodoxy into hberalism. She tries to
make up Rosmer's political view (o Liberal, On the other hand. Beata thinks that
someone can be happy i1 they are safe in their political view. Therelore she always
masntamns her tradimon and keeps her husband 1n it, because she 15 afraid that
Rosmer's palitical changes wall aftect seriously toward his satety, Moreover, she also
worries 1l will influence his attertion to her. In other words, “Rebecca 15 antagonism
oo Heata” ( Danwaill -, 285).

Another reason for Rebecea to remove Beata is her pealousy toward her. The
influence of the Cedipus Complex drives her to love Rosmer. She imagines that her
relationship with Rebecca and Beata 15 not different from her relationship from her

parcnts. Bosmer as her father and Beata as her mother. Rebecea thinks thal Beata s



her nval. She wants to take Beata's position and wins s love. She has some
strugeles (0 remove Beata

Febecca’s struggle to remove Baata begun by luring her info the labyrinth
She makes Beata confused by putting such wicked ideas into Beata®s mind, as her
confession belows

REBECCA . |t wasn’'t your John. You are innocence. [t was | who
lured-who ended by luning Beata into the labyrinth
ROSMER {fumps upe). Rebecea!
KROLL freses from tie sofas The labyninth’
REBECCA, Labyrninth-that led her to the mill-race
(Act. II1. PP 406-7)

Febecea tells Beata that Rosmer has afready changed his former lighl, She
illeences Beata™s mand telling that Rosmer 15 a good leader for therr community and
he will get a good career i she lets Rosmer free (o choose his way of 1ife,

ROSMER. But what did vou do 7 What could vou have said to her ?
There was nothing, Absolutely nothing.
RERBECCA . She leamed that vou were emancipating yourselt from
vour old-fashioned prejudices
(Act 1L, P 407)

tebecca s remarks make Beata confused that she has done wrong to her hushand. She
feels very gunlty to him and thinks that she is a useless woman for him, as Jogerson
savs. ' yel she made Beata consciows of the wrong that was being done to Johanes
The wile grew more and more restive i the conviction that she was a millstone
around his neck. She sensed herself increasingly a useless woman thet occupicd space
withont serving 1o any frutful capacity™ (19635:406). Beata 15 extremely afrad 1o hear
the news from Bebecca. She tries to find some supports and helps from Dr, Kroll, her
brother and Mortensgaard, the leader of hberal newspaper, the Beacon, but at thai
time, they do not care abont her complamis. They think that Beata was shocked aftar
she learnt that she had lost the possitnhity of having a baby,

Further Rebecea makes Beata undergo mental shock, She drives Beata into
ber conlusion loward ber marmage because of her impossibility to have a baby. She

tells Beata a strange opimion about an ideal marnage by lendimg her a bouk about 1t
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KROLL . Do vou happen 1o recall whether you had anv books n
the house that dealt with the-purpose of mamuge — from the
so called "progressive”, modern viewpoint ?

ROSMER. I remember Miss West lent me a book about that,. . But,
my dear Koroll, you surely don’t imagine we were carcless as
[ mention anythimg ke that to poor B2ata? .

(Act 11, P 3730

she hopes that Beata will read the book and wall be influcneed by the wnter's opinion
ghout marriage in the ook She wants her (o suller The writer looks the weal
marriage rom his viewpoint and reveals that the tunction of marrage is only on
reanng of children (1953:172). After reading the book, Beata bocomes very sad.
Beata becomes conlused about her pasitton in the marmiape, Beata thinks that she 15
not an ideal wife in the family because she cannot give her husband a child to
continue their blood. The condition leads her to 1solate herself from her social
environments. Rebecea plants 1o stop her action, when she feels the sell-isolation 1s
successiul At the same time, nevertheless, there is the power that forces her 1o do it
turther. and then she continues to do another strugsle.

REBECCA 1 begeed and praved her to let me leave Rosmerholim.
ROSMER. Why did vou want to leave me then 7
REBECCA. 1 didn't want to leave. | wanted to stay here. But., | told
her 1 lelt it would be best for us all-il' [ wenl away Ifom a
while. 1 let her understand that if | staved anv longer
something might-something might happen-
(Act [T P 407)

To po further. Rebecea begins to hit Beata's mind by telling the woman about
her hidden relationship with BEosmer. She sayvs thal Rosmer has pad her more
attentions than he has given for Beata. She also says that Rosmer wants to find
ancther woman to chanee Beata®s posibon, Tn addition, she hes 1o Beata thal she s
pregnant. She asks Beata 1o et her go 1o hidethe affar from the people of the town.
(1994, 110). All of Rebecca’s actions toward Beata cause her to find depression and
pradually they lead her to commit sueide.

Aller Theala’s death, Rebeccs hopes that Beata wall nol disturb her and

Fosmer's life anymore. In fact, she 15 wrong. Rosmer still thinks about her wife,



especially after he knows the reason why her wife commits swicide. He feels very
ouilty when he knows that she died for the sake of his happiness and freedom. For
that reason, Rebecca wants to remove Beata [rom Rosmer’s mind, She strugples
herself to do it

ROSMER. How am | to explaim that termible scousation of Beata™s?
REBECCA. Oh don’l talk abowt Heata! [on’t think about Beata
anymore! You've managed to free voursel! from her at last
She's dead
LAct 11, P 385

Rebecca sugeests him not to talk about Beata anvmore. She wants the storv
about her 15 closed She 1ells him that B3eata 15 already dead now. She hopes thal
Rosmer never thinks about her anvmore because she does notl ke Rosmer o think of
another girl besides her.

ROSMER, Yes, 1115 hard. Hard, BEehecea, But [ have no choes
How could 1 possible forpet all this 7
REBECUA hedvendd e clerer). By creating a new relationship
ROSMER fyrarrs coed locks up) A new relationship?
REBECCA, Yes, A new relationship to the world outside, 1.ive,
work. acl, Don™ 511 here brooding over insoluble nddles.
{Act 11, P 38H)

When Rosmer still has difficultics w forget Beata, she suggests lim to have another
relationship with another fmend outside of Resmerholm family, where he will have
many activihies 1o torpet his wife
4.1.3  Rebecea™ Struggles to Change Rosmer's Political View and Forget 1His

Cruilt

Rosmer bears in family, which follows tradition where their descendents are
inherting their ancient eccupations, They are forced 1o take the profession of law,
medicine amd theology (1953 401 ). as lbsen says that the Eosmers have always, by
traditions, been altematelv soldiers and pricst: Rosmer’s futher, Gilen Hanibal {sic)
Rosmer, was a saldier, so his son had w be priest (1966, 331)

Rosmer does nol really agree with this traditien. He wants 10 choose hus way

of Iife by himself, but he is not brave enough to fight against his tradition. Therefore



during has lifc. he just follows the wradimon although he does not Tike 1t. Rosmer also
has a wite who always keeps him in the tradition. At that time, Rosmer has an
unhappy life until Kebecca comes to his houss

Kosmer's unhappy hife and Rebecca™s love to Rosmer gives her an 1dea to
bring him into her side to support her. She tnes to persuade and influence him Lo
change his political view. She wants him to compare his ideal with her, To convince
Rosmer, she savs that she wants 1o bring both Rosmer and herself into freedom. She
hopes that Resmer and her will have a harmonmious family with a single purpose in
their marned life.

Kebecca chooses Liberal Party 1o realize her purpose. Besides her backeround
15 hberahsm, she has already known that Rosmer has ever learnt about 1t [rom bis last
tutor. She thinks that it will be easier for her to bring him into liberal because she
only continues what the tutor has done

Rebecea’s strugeles fo change Rosmer™s political view begin with wniting a
letier o Mornenspaard. Monensgaard 15 a liberal journahst. She hopes thal
Mortensgaard will help her to do her purpose and help Rosmer to fight his enemies.
Weizand denoles, “On the her own authonty, she writes Mortensgaard, asking hin
for a favor on Rosmer's behalf .. convinced as she is that Rosmer wall find it
difficult 1o bear up against the hostliy of Kroll and his eotenie. she wishes to secure
for him Morensgaard’s powertul backing, ... "{1953:181),

REBECCA. Last mpght, when that Ulnk Brendel was leaving- |
wrote him a few lines to take to Mortensgaand.

ROSMER. (o hitle doubifudly), But, my dear Kebecca-! Well, what
did you write 7

REBECCA | said he'd be doing you a service if he took care of that
unforiunate man and pave him all the help he could. ..

REBECCA, Don't vou think it might be a good idea 1l vou made
things up with im !

(Aot [P 369
When Dr Krell comes (o their house to talk about the political situation in

their town, Rebecca asks Kosmer to tell clearly to um abowt his political cllgnge.



Resmer is not brave enough 1o explain about it to his friend. Rebecea takes thas
chance. She tells Kroll about Kosmer's new fight in politics. She wishes that she
could break away Rosmer’s anmxaely (1953; 181),

REBECCA. And | think Mr, Rosmer has come {o Took 81 life from s
muore lberal viewpoimt
{Act L. P 354)

Before Rebecea comes to the house, Rosmer 15 alraid to fight agamst his tracdition as
well as his political friends. He does not want 1o break their relationship, Rebecca
alwavs suppors, inspires and cncourages Kosmer to be a brave one. Those arc done
to trick him to change s political view.

ROSMER O, ves it was. When | think about it honestly, there was
g po] desl of cowandice in it
REBECCA. All the more credit to you, then, for managing to
(T 1l
(Act IL P 369)
ROSMER Wanly 1 could awake them to sell-knowledoe Bring
them to a teeling of shame and repentance. T'cach them to
approach one another in Wwlerance and love, Rebecca,
REBECCA. Yes! Onlv put vour encrmes indo that, and you’ll see
You will win'
REBECCA. You were just beginning to live, John, You had already
begun. You had made vourself free-free in every way. ...
(Act 11, P 387)

Rebreora™s next stroeples then are relaled with Rosmer’s feeling of sl
Rosmer becomes very vuilty after he knows about the real reason of his wife o
commit suicide. She mics to help Rosmer to overcome his guilt, Rosmer also becomes
very guilly because really he falls in love with Rebecca since Beata was still alive, He
never told it to his wife at that time. Therefore, he becomes very guilty because he
thinks that he cheats his wile, Rebeces oivies lim an understanding that they are not
puilty o this case because she bnows that Rosmer s not happy with his wite

ROSMEE. Happiness-my dear Rebecca — happiness consists above
all else in a calm and happy sense of innocence. Freedom
from puli-



4.1.4

experience as her tather’s mistress in the past. The second 15 her pult to Beata and

REBECCA, (stares strafght o head). Oh, can’t vou ever stop
thinking about guilt !
(Act IH, P 396)
ROSMER, It was her love for me that threw her imto the milirace.
That (el remain mescapable, Rebecen And 11y useless for
me to try escape from it
REBRECCA, Don™ thonk abouot i
iAct L1, P 398)
ROMSMIR, | Oh ves, Rebecca | was right 1o keep our relgtionship
s0 jealousy o ourselves. It was 8 dangerous scorot.
REBECCA. Oh what does it matter what other people think 7 We
know that we are guiltless.
(Actll, P 385)

Rebecoca™ Strugeles apainst Her Own Love

Rebecea has some reasons to refuse her love. The first reason 15 her

[Losmer,

Eebecca has a bitter experience with her father. She loves him and becomes

his mistress. In this aftfmr, she expenences suffering because of her father bad
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treatments. She wants to forget and leaves these experiences by refusing every lover

including Rosmer.

Rehecca’s feeling of gutlty also influences her 1o refuse Rosmer's love. Her

last affair and her bad attitudes 1o Beata which drives her 1o commnl sucide cagse her

guiltiness. Those guilt makes her difticult to accept Rosmer's love, as Ibsen savs,” the

sense of cuill which Dirst causes her 1o reject Rosmer’s proposal™ (1966 141 When

sho livies with Fosmer. she feels that the condition of her new famaly 1s not ditferent

with her lust family. Her new family that includes Rosmer and his wife 1s not

different with her father and her mother, She imagines Rosmer as her father and

Beata as her mother, This condition influences her to love life, She falls i love with

Fosmer but she refuses s proposal. Rebeeea’s strugeles to refuse Rosmer's love

shows in the quotation bellow,

EOSMEER. .. freedom and joy, and love. You shall be my wife-the
only wife | have ever had.



REBECCA feantrolied;. Don’t ever speak of this again, | shall never
be your wife.
(Act 11, P 3907

Rehecea refuses Rosmer’s proposal and tells him that she does not want to speak
about it again. She also threatens him that she will commut suicide if Rosmer still

continues his proposal to marry her

ROSMER. Love. Yes, Rebecea. | mean thal. Even when Beata was
alive, | thought only o vou . wasn’t that how you lelt ton”
Tell me
REBECCA (roen with ferselfd Oh-1 don’t know what o reply of
fhizt
(Act II1, P 397)

Rebecea pets difficulty 1o answer Hosmer's guestions about her feeling to
hem. Although she loves ham, she cannot forget about his past with her father.
Therefure she just keeps her feeling in her mind and gives an unclear answer 1o hun.

ROSMER. . IF] were 1o ask vou again now — il ] were to 20 on my
knees and beg you-

REBECCA Oh my dearest  please don’t ever speak of that again
It's impossible - You'd better know, John, Belore | came to
Rosmethalm - something happenad o me-

(Act IV.P417)

When Rosmer begs her 1o be his wife once more, she confesses him that she
cannot accept his proposal because she has bad experience with her love in the past
She dies nol want it comes 10 her agam. Relbecca wants the marriage hecause of her
love for Rosmer, but she cannol po on with it because of her own conviction that she
loves Rosmer with a gwity love in the past { Danwall, - 308]

KEOLL. IT things should so turm out that vou should fill the place
left by-
REBECCA 1 have the place [ want, Dr Kroll
kAI20OLL. Matenially, perhaps, but not-
REBECCA (enierrupts carnestiv), Shame on you. Dr kroll! How can
vou sit here joking about such a subject?
(Act I, P 350}
KROLL. You must get him to legalize the relationshp, Miss West
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REBECCA, You can't nd vourself of the conviction that our
relattonship 1s of kind of the kind that requires to be
lepalized, as vou put 1t-

KEROLL. | have no wish 1o get involved in the mater personally. But
have obscrved in the past that the prejudices, as you would
call them, which people find it easiest to overcome -~ hm -

REBECCA. Concern the relationship between a man and woman?

KROILL, Yes-to speak frankly-that is my expernience.

REEBECCA (wanders agoross the room and fooks ol thronageh the
wercdoow ). 1t was on the tip of my tongue to say- | hope you
are right. Dr Kroll.

{Act 11, P 404)

D kroll suggests Kebecea to legalize her relationship with Eosmer. She tnes
to refuse that suggestion and tells il as a lodicrous idea, He tries it again by rerinding
her 1o her parent’s altar. He tells her that he s afraid if it wall happen again i
Fosmerholm. Rosmer and Rehecea will expenence the affair. Rebeoes cannot avoid
thi= fact. She realizes Dir, Kroll 15 nght
4.2 Rebecea’s Failures

In reality, Rebecea finds many difficulties to realize her 1deals to get her
happiness and to change her status 1o be @ noblewoman, She linds complicated
problems and never prepares herself to face i1, These difficulties leads her to
experience fallures. Roch and Zimbarde say that those who are womed about their
failures, tend to choose the goals that has lew difficuloes mm order 10 avioad the
failures, (1971 318} In their suggestion they tell that one wants to do something it
should be mline with his ability. They must prepare themselves i order to avoid
failures, In addition, Rebecca is the one who has higher ideals but she does not
prepare herself to face the difficulties in realizing her 1deals. She never prepares and
fixes precisely her ability to get the best way to reach her ideals, therelore, she easily
pets lack of her success.

The problems that come to her arise her conflicts. In this casc. she stands in
the two different sides. She gets an anxicty to get the best way to overcome her

problems. Tt s natural for human, as C and 1 Atkinson say that someone who faces



two different sides of lific’s experience, in this case the inleresting side and the
difficult side of their goals will expenience of facilitaton in choosing what thev have
to do (194949 - 201 ). Kebecca in one side wanis to realize or continues her strugples,
but on the other side, she is afraid 1o the bad effects that will come in her way to
continue 11 On the other side, she wants to stop her struggles, and as the consequence:,
she wall not able o realize her dream. Further, C and L Atkinson sav thal someone
has a strong maotivation to leave anvihing when il eloses to the uninterested and
danperaus things (1999 202} 11 can be seen in Rehecca, she decides to delay her
dreams and stops all of her struggles because she does not want 1o make any troubles
for the man she loves, though for o she must sacrifice her ideals. In addinion, she
wants o leave Rosmerholm to foreet her suffennes and gocs away [rom all ol her
difticulties.

The problems that cause her W experience tailures come from mstde and out
side of her envirenments TFrom inside of herself, the problems are caused by her
experience in the past. The other, thev are caused by her relationshap with the
members of Rosmerholm Farmly including Rosmer and D Kroll.

The members of the family and the situation of the house do nol support her ta
pain her ideals, They are not interested to change their ways of life. They stll follow
their traditions althoupeh Rebecca thinks they ught up them from their freedom.
Rebecea muost struggele o change of the house by herself.

Ihe first causes come {rom Rosmer, Rosmer indiectly disturbs Bebecea's
struggtles. He does notl help her to succeed her strupgles but becomes an obstacle o
her. It begins with her love. Her love to Rosmer droves her o change the struggles to
realize her weals becomes the strugeles toowin Rosmer's love, She decides 1o leave
her strupeles because she wants to devote her lite for Rosmer

Hosmer also causes her to fail especially in her struggles to change Kosmer's
political view. Rosmer is not really interested to change his political view but his love

o Rebecca drives him o accept Kebeeea's advises, He, therefore, easily pives up to



the power that influences his thought. He decides 1o come hack to his former view
afier Lr. Kroll persuades him to make up his mind.

The other cause comes from Dr. Kroll. After Dr. Kroll knows that Rosmer
wants o change his political view. Dr. Kroll 1s suspicious of Rebecca as the one who
stands behind the change. 11 is the time when he tnes 1o defeal Rebecen’s strugeles o
change Rosmer’s pohtical view,

or. Kroll accuses Rebeoea that her background and her status as an
illegitimate child drive her to have bad purposes in Rosmerholm. He says. Rebecca 15
responsible for many troubles that happen in Rosmerholm including Rosmer's
political changes and Beata's death. Further, he tries to intunidate Kebecca by telling
the nisk of Rosmer's political change. e tells Rebeeea that Rosmer will get many
difficultics because he will not be able to fight against his political enemies especially
the conservatives. Rehecea begins to think over about Dr. Kroll's reveals. She 1s
afraid that Rosmer will find many problems or difficulties in lis new partv. She also
worrics to make him come into troubles, At that time, she could nol deny her feeling
that she becomes very puilty to Rosmer. She realizes that Kroll is correct about the
troubles that will be faced by Rosmer. For that reason, she accepts us accusation, She
says to Kroll that he might be right (1960: 403

When Kroll tells about his suspicion gboul Beala’s death. Rebeoea really
begins to loose her self-confidence. She realizes that the cause of Beata’s death s
related with her. She has 1o be responsible for it

Further, K.roll also tells about his distrust on Rebecca’s birth. He presumes
that Rebeeea really is Dr Wests illegitimate child. He accounts Rebecca’s apes and
compares it with the time when Dr West has lived in ber village as a phvsician. At
that time, thev had an affair and one-vear later, her mother bore her This strange lact
aives her a great shock. She does not realize that her last husband s her father. This
fact reminds her w the difficult life with her father. She cannot really forget her past.

[ 15 & sign of failure in forgetting her past { — @ 399},
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After L. Kroll tells about his aceusations. Rebeoca has lost her self-
confidence to continue her strugeles. She confesses all of her acls in Rosmerhalm,
mgleding her wdeals, her bad expenences in the past and the strong power that
influences her to love Kosmer and climinate her nval. that 15 Rosmer’s wife, Beata.
Her confessions are a sign that she realvees in her anures { Danwall — 309

From inside o hersell, her Bolures are caused by her bad expenences in the
past. She had had experiences when she lived with her father and her mother, She
cannot foreet and leave them from her mind. Morcover, they disturb and lead her (o
experience falures

Mext, the experience as her father’'s mistress influences her to love Rosmer
and changes her wdeals. She decides 1o leave ber struggles and sacrifice her lile for
Raosmer, Her decision to Torget about her strugples 15 a sipn for her failure, She does
not only fail o realize her strugeles but also fails in getting her happiness and
realizing her dreams to be a noble woman,

4.2.1 Rebecca’s Failures in Her Strugele against the Tradition of the House

Rehecca has a desire 10 make any changes of the tradition of the house She
wants 1o chanpe the situation of the house, their way of thinking, and behaving
Neveriheless, she never realizes the tradition thal has been Tollowed by the family for
about 200 vears (1906, 331} is impossible for her to change.

She has some problems o realize such stmeples. The problems arise becas:
the members of the family are nal inlerested in changing thenr traditions. [t means that
Rebecca does nid getl any support from them. On the contrary, they try to defeat her
strupeles in the house, The second cause is the Tact that the traditions have been
Follorwed For alinost 200 vears, 11 becomes ther second nature and very difficult to
change. Hebecca's failures to change the traditions of the house are shown 1o the
quotations below:

REBECCA. Yes, But today something frightened me, Mrs. Helseth.
MRES. HELSETH. Frightened you? Merey on us, what?
WEBECCA. | thought, | caught a glimpse of white horse

MRS, HELSETH White Horse? In broad daylight?



REBECCA. Oh, they never sleep the white horses of
Eosmerholm. . .
i Aet [ PP 409-10)

REebeora begins to accept the existence ol the white horse. It is shown by her sentence
that she sees for a shorl ume the appearance of the white horse. She believes that this
ghost gives her a sipn that she will face some troubles 1n the house. She, therefore,
decides to leave the house as soon as possible,

Another fact that shows her failures azainst the family’s belict mm the ghost of

the white horse are said 1n the dialoguc as follows:

MRS, HELSETH... Blessed Jesus! What's that whate thing over
there-7 ... TIpon my soul, if they are not both standing on the

; bridee ... Ah' They're fallen both of them! Inte the millrace!
Help! Help! (Her knees tremble, she holds om, shakoy, o the
Back af the chairy. Mo, No. Help. The dead mistress has taken

them.
{Act IV, P 425)

Mrs, Helseth still believes about this superstition in the last time when Bebeces wanls
to end her life. She thinks that Beata, “the death mistress”, has picked Rosmer and
Rebecen o their deaths, She tells about it when she sees Rebecca and Rosmer
standing on the bridge. She believes it is “the death mistress™ that leads them logether
to the milirace. The death mistress wants them 1o die.

Rebecca also fails against the tradition that forces the leader of the family to
be a lawver, a priest, or a medicine. However, she faces a bitler fact that Rosmer
decides to return to his Tormer political view.

REBECCA._... What happens between you and Dr. Kroll?

ROSMER, We have settled our differences

REBECCA T see. So that’s how it ended

ROMSMER. He gathered our old fmends together o hus house. They
make me realize that their 1ask of making the world noble 15
not for me. And anyway, 1t's such a hopeless idea. Rebecea, |
shall about it

(Act. IV, P 413)



Dir. Kroll, at last, succesds in persuading Rosmer 10 stand in Conservative. 1L means
that she cannat change his old traditions, the traditions that fight their lreedom 1o
choose their ideal life. Rosmer decides o lorget his ideal 10 make the people noble,
Rebecea docs not have a chance 10 make up Rosmer's political vicw anvmore,
Further Rebecea thinks that the traditions of the house have influenced her mind to
change her view of lite. “Now she has been captured by Rosmer’s world and has been
transformed by at™ ( 1963 533)

REBECCA. I's the Rosmer view of live — or yours, anyway. It has
infiected my will.

ROSMER. Infected”

REBECCA And poisoned it Enslaved 1t to a law that 1 had nol
provious!y recesmized, You — being with vou  has ennobled
my soul-.

EEBECCA .. The Rosmer view ol hile ennobles. But - (shakes her
heed) — but — but

ROSMER. But? Well?

REBECCA . But it kills happiness. John.

(Act, IV, PP 416-7)
She thinks that the trachiion fightens her freedom to get happiness. Although 1l
changes herself 1o be a noblewoman, but she cannot realize her dream o reach a
happy lifc.

REBECCA | just want to be fimshed wath it all.

ROSMER. Be finshed wih o?

RERECCA. Rosmerholm has broken me,

ROSMER (xmddendv alers). What?

REBECCA. Broken me completely, When 1 liest come here, 1 was so
a life and fearless. Mow [ am a slave to a strange and Toreign

faw. Aler loday, [ don’t think | shall dare attempt anvithing

AAI.
(Act TV, P 413)

She thinks that Rosmerhalm has chanped her life. Tt closes all of her power 1o
continue her sirupgle. She thinks that all of her hopes to realize her struggles inthe
house fail. She will never get anvthing rom that house,

REBECCA. Because Rosmerholm has drained my strenpth. 1t has
broken my courage and paralyzed my will. The time 15 past
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when | was alrad of nothing have lost the power to take
actions, John
{Act IV, [P 415)

With her failures w et happiness in Rosmerholm, she also fails to change all
the sorrow of the house to be happy.
4.2.2 Rebecca's Failures in Her Struggles to Remove Beata

Rebecca i successiul to drives Beata into her death but she cannot really
remove her from Kosmerholm and Kosmer's mind. The farmly believes that Beata™s
soul 15 still living around the house, as Mrs, Helseth says, Beata is not really dead.
She sill “clings™ (1966 | 3461 10 the house, Mrs, Helseth and the members of
Rosmerholm’s family admits Beata's existence in the house,

MRS, HELSETIL If you want my opinion, miss, it's the dead who
clings to Rosmerholm.
REBECCA (fooky ai ferj. The dead ?
BRS. HELSETH. Yes. It's almost as though they couldn’t free
themselves from the one they left hehind.
{Act L P 346)

Mrs Helseth always believes that Reata s still living around them. She
believes that Beata does not want really leave her husband. This fact proves that
Rebeeca fails to remove Beata from the house Although Beata s dead now, they still
behieve that Beata™s soul still Tives in the house,

Rebecea also fails to remove Beata from Rosmer’'s mind. Rosmer still
remembers about his wife, After Beata’s death, he never passes the bridpe when he
goes outs of the lown or comes back to Rosmerholm. He always takes another way
hecause he does not want to pass the place where his wile ends her hile (1963 @ 407)

MRS, HELSETH frreves back into the roam). Oh, look, tmss! Faney
that! He's beginming to use the mmlil path agan,

REBECCA. He did the dav before vesterday, too. (Feers ol
herween the curtain and the windew-frame) bul now we will
s whether —

MRS, HELSETH. Will he dare take the footbndyee?

REBECCA That's what | want to find out. (After a pause). No. He's



turning. He's poing round the top todav, wo. (Leaves the
winelow). The long way around
[Act 1, P 346)

REBECCA. rSpeaks half-alowd to herself). Not over the bndge
today, either, Round. Never past the mill-race, Never {{eaves
the wingdow)

(Act 111, P 409}

Rebecea needs 1o know whether Rosmer still remembers to his wifc or nol by
asking his opinion i he 15 given a chance Lo ¢all his wite come back. She 1s very
disappointed when she knows that Rosmer still keeps his wifie in his mmind, 1He will
call his wife to come back 1T it is possible. Actually. she wants him to answer no but
the answer is just the opposite to her thought. He cannot forget Beata,

REBECCA. fdpprogches him cawriously from befund). Now listens,
Jathn. 1f 11 lav im vour power 1o call Beata back — 1o vou — (o
Rosmerholm — would vou do e ?

ROSMER, Oh, how can T el what 1 would or wouldn™ to do? 1 can
think of nothing but this of nothing that can never be undonc.

(Act Il P 38T

4.2.3 'The Failures of Rebecea®s Struggles to Change Rosmer Political View

and Help Him Forget about His Guilt

Rebhecca has some strugples fo chanpe Rosmer’'s political view and tnes 1o
make him forget his guilt to Beata, She tries 1o persuade him to stand in her side in
Liheral. Unfortunately, she is not really successful to carry out her plans. She has o
face some people who bothered her way to realize her struggles. They indirectly
cause her to fail, thev are D Kroll and Mortensgaard. In addition, Rebecca also fails
to help him against s guilt because he stll loves Beata and cannot forget s guill 1o
her

Dir. Kroll bewsins to fight agamst Rebecea after he knows that Rosmer decides
to change his polincal view from Conservative to Liberal. As the member of
Conservalive, he does not agree with Rosmer’s decision. He wants Rosmer o keep
his position in Conservative le, therefore, trics to bring Rosmer 10 come back

Conservalive



[31. Kroll tnes 1o fight against Kebecea. He wants to defeat Rebecca hecause
he thinks that Rebecca has important roles toward Rosmer’s political change. His
light bens by accusing Rebecea to be responsible toward Rosmer's polinical change
and Beata’s death, Then, he tells Rebecea about Rosmer’s nsk of Rosmer still keeps
his decision. He presents his arguments that Rosmer will get diflieullies 1o fight
against his political enemies. Kosmer 15 not strong enough 1o fight against them.
Mext, he gopens clearly aboul Rebevea’s backgrounds including her background as an
illegitimate child, her parent’s afTar in the past and the fact that Dr. West; her
steplather 15 her real father. The fight then continues with persuading Rosmer 10
return o Conservative, He reconeiles their difference m their political fight. Rosmer
at last accepts Dr. Kroll's advises. He changes his decision o join Liberal, This fact
can be scen in these quotations helow,

REBECCA . What bappened between vou and Dr Kroll 7
EOSMER. We have sertled our differences,
REBECCA . 1 see. So that’s how it ended.
EOSMER. . They made me realize that the task to make world

noble 15 not for me, And anvway, 1175 such a hopeless idea.

Rebeces 1 shall forget about 1t
REBECCA. Ah, well. Perhaps it's best that way

(Act 1V, P 413}

Aller Rosmer 1ells Rebecea sbout his decision, Rebecea understands that
Rosmer, actually, 15 not interested to change his poliical view, She reahzes that
Rosmer's ideal 15 not Liberal but Conservative. Rebecca feels that she luls, Finally,
she gives up by saving,” Ah, well. Perhaps 10's best that way, Jogerson says,” He said
at the same hme, however, that he was convinced of his inability to become a liberal
leader In fact his mind 15 free, but s leelings were ned to the older world. His
sentiments, his values, his norms, and his standards of judpements were essentially
unchanged. His spontancous reactions were still those of enmity toward the
ruthlessness ol a pnmitive mind (1963, 409},

Another person who also obstructs Rebecea’s siruggles 1o change Rosmer's

political view 15 Mortensgaard. She wants Mortenseaard to help her to bring Rosmer
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intg Liberal. She hopes that he will able to change Rosmer to be a free thinker,
However, he cannot fulfill what she wants. He says that bas parly has already had a
lot of free thinkers. He does not need a free thinker anymore. He needs a real
Christian. Rosmer is able to join with him with two ways, as a Christian, or as the
new member of Liberal. He mav begin his posilion as the beginner, Rosmer accepis
the second wav, Rebecea avrees with thas deal, at least, Rosmer joins with the
Liberal

FHowever, Kebecca becomes really depressed when she knows that
Mortensgaard 15 a betraver. Brendell informs her that Mortensgaard is the man who
does everything only For his own advantapes.

BRENDELL ... Because Pieter Morienspaard never wants to do
mare than hes within his power. Pieter Mortensgaard knows
how to live life without; ideals. And that, you see-that you
precisely 1he secret of action and of victory, It 15 the sum of
all the world wisdom Tastal

ROSMER fseftdyv). Now | understand. Yes. You are leaving here

poorer than vou came
iAot IV, P 4200

BREKDELL  Blal aut everything he ever imprinted on vour
mind....
(At IV, 1P 420)

Rebeceas really has b hopes 10 Morenspaard. She thinks that he 1s a good
man. She hopes that be will give Rosmer a support to be a free thinker and gives him
a power against Dr Kroll and s fiends. Aller she has known about the real fact,
Rebecea is really disappeonted with him. She realizes that now she really fails to
bringimg Kosmer to s ideals

Besides all of her ailures above, Rebecea also fails in removing Rosmer's
guilty feeling. Lie sull Teels very guilty to Beata although Eebecea has tned to help
bim o forget about 1t He savs that he wall never forget about his gl because it
always stands behind him and his freedom, He lzels that he is not a perfect man

AT Iare



4u

Although he 15 able 1o change himself to be a free thinker. in liet he has lost s seli-
conlidence, He will never be reallv free from his guill, [t always disturb his mind
evervtime and at last, Rebecen can understand Rosmer’s restlessness.

ROSMER .. | shall never again be able 1o enjoy the one thing that
makes life so wonderful w live.
REBECCA (over the back of the chrir. more gueeily). What 15 that,
Jahn
ROSMER fiooks up ar her). The sense of calm and happy innocence.
REBECCA feke the step hack). Yes, innocence.
{Act 11, PP 387-8)

Rosmer cannot forget his puilt because he thinks (hal he cheats Beata. He has
loved Rebeces sinee Beata s still alive. Therefore, he feels that he really has a big
mistake 1o us wife. He has an afTar betore Beata dies.

ROSMER. I'm afraid T shall never be able 10 forget them,
REBECCA, Butl how can you let anything so groundless have such
power over you-7 [s 11
ROSMER. So groundless, Rebecca? I've been Iying awake all mphi
thinking about i1 Wasn™t 3eata perhaps right after all?
REBECCA. What do you mean?
ROSMER. In beheving that | was in love with vou. Rebecca.
(Act 11, P 397

His puilt leads him to think he 15 not the right man 1o lead people. He will not
e able to reach his frecdom because ol it Therefore, he does not intend to conlinue
his efforls o get has ideal. He thinks that it 1s impossibie for him

ROSMER. It was her love for me that threw her into the millrace,
"That fact remains inescapable, Rebecca, And it is useless for
me 1o esgape [rom i

REBRECCA . thinks only aboul the greal noble 1ask to which vou
have dedicated vour hife!

ROSMER (shakes his head) Thal can never be accomplished.
Rebecca, Mot by me, Not after what T know now,

REBECCA. Why not by you?

ROSMITR. Because there can never be victory for cause that 15
rooted in sl

iAct LH], P 398)
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Rosmer’s guilty feeling shows her that she tails in helping Rosmer agamst his
guilt. He still thinks about it from ome to ume. [t influences Rebecea’™s mind. She
realizes that someone who has a poill will never gel happiness. By accepling
Rosmer's puli, Rebecca really fails in bringing Rosmer into lis happiness. She
accepts that a guilty experience always influences someons who expenences 1l until
they dic.

4.2.4 Rebeeea’s Failures in Her Stropeles Against Her Own Liove

Rebhecca comes to Rosmerholm with the bad experience of love in the past.
She hopes that i ber new home she does not face that bad expenence anvimaore. She,
therefore, always ines 1o reluse her love to Rosmer, She thinks that every love has the
same effects. She 15 afraid that her love will cause her suffer. She docs not want to
cxpencnee the love like her love with her father,

Lnlortunately, she does not reslhize that the domination of Oedipus Complex
still follows her, 11 comes over her in her new howse, Then, it influences her mind
cspecially m her cxperience of love, In her wav to realize her strupgles. il comes to
her like a “blinding uncontrollable passion™ for Rosmer. She falls in love with han
'hen, it leads her to do any wicked things to Beata. She thinks that Beata 15 her rival.
She reallv wants Rosmer to become her hushand. At first, her love (o BEosmer 15 nol a
real love. T1s Iike a kind passion 1w make Rosmer Lo be hers and remove every nival,
Aller the death ol s wale, gradually f changes 10 be a real love. She says that it
changes to be a love that does not need anything except a relationship. She wanls (o
sacrifice everything for Rosmer incliding her happiness, She cannot refuse her love
anymore. She does not care about her first goals in Rosmerholm, except her love for
Rosmer.

REBECU A, But then, when | began living here with you, - alone in
peace, just the two of us-when vou shared all vour thoeghis
with me, unreservedly-every mood and feeling, just as it
came 1o vou — then the steal change happenaed 10 me, 1 mean
Gradually vou understand. Almost imperceptibly - but
ireesistibly, To the depths of my soul.

ROSMER. Rebeoea!



REBECCA. All the rest - that blinding, sickening passion — faded
away from me All my tormenting furies [ell silent and still.
A calm came over me — the kind of calm vou find on & bird —
clifT up in the Tar north .

ROSMER. o on. Tell all vou can.

REBECCA. There isn’t much clse. John Only that — it was then that
| began to love, The ereat and selfless love that asks for
nothing more than companionship, The way it's been
hetween us.

(Act 1V, P416)

KROLL. Do you plan to stav? Permanently, 1 mean?

REBECCA. Diar Dr Krall, | don't really think about 11 one way or
the other, I've grown so used 10 the place now, [ almost feel |
bulong here

KROLL. But of course. 5o 1 should hope.

REBECCA. And as long as Mr. Rosmer feels [ can be of any use and
comfort to him-well, T think Ul stay.

KROLL fiooks af her, moved), You know, it's a pretly noble thing
for a woman to sscrifice her youth for other people

fAct 1. P 349)

Step by step her love to Rosmer is bigger than her love o him before. She
cannol hlame her love anvmore. She cannot refuse her love and at the end, she
accepts him to be her hushand. Rebecca and Rosmer get married. They realize their
lowve I @ marmage.

R{OSMER. Hebecea, now 1 place my hand on vour head. (e does as
he sevs). And take vou in marriages as my lawful wife.
REBECCA folaspy barkh fus hands ard bews her fisadd agrast s
breast). Thank you, John, (Leis po of ki, And now 1 go
erladiy
[Ac IV, P 434

They also decide to go together Lo the millrace. Rosmer wants 1o die together
wilh Rebecca He thinks that between a wife and her husband must get happiness
wgether. He says that they will get happiness together. They hope that they will gel
happiness m other world.

ROSMER. We oo weether, Rebecea. T with you, and vou with me.
REBECCA. Yes. 1 think vou are ripht.



ROSMER, For now we two are one, Come! Lets us go gladly!
raco IV, 17 423

I'his fact shows that a1 the end Rebecea cannot refuse his love, She cannot
refuse Rosmer and accepts Kosmer’s proposal. [l shows that Rebecca fails against her
liywe
4.3 Rebeeea's Failures as the Cause of Her Tragie Life

Rebecen pets many pressures both psyehological and social pressures that
cause her 1o expenence a tragic life, The social pressures are caused by her social
relationships with Beata, Dr Kroll and Rosmer. The Psychological pressures are
causcd by her past experiences especially with her new lile 1o realize her struggles.

1he pressures from her relationship with Beata anise beeause of their different
ways of thinking, her jealousy and her guilty to her. Their different way of thinking
hecomes a pressure for her because they lead her to think that Beata is an obstacle for
her. Beata will ohstruct all of her dreams if she still hves i Rosmerholm. For that
reason, she tries to make Beata less imporant than her in Rosmerholm’s family. She
thinks that they will not listen to Beata's idea if her plans are successful. Further, she
15 also jealous 10 Beata, Beata makes her dillicolt to carry out her struggles in
changing Rosmer’s political vigw and win s love. She tnes hard o remove Beata
from Resmer. Her puilly feeling causes the last pressures. She hecomes to feel very
puilty because all of her actions to Beata leads her 1o die, Beata teels anxious about
her conditions and in order to overcome her difficultics she chovses lo die. Tt becomes
a pressure Tor her because she 15 alwavs afraid that soon Rosmer will know what she
has done to Beata and will not forgive her for it The worst, he will refuse her love,

The other pressures come from her relationship with T Kroll, As Dr West's
fricnd. Dir Kroll knows better about her backsmound. He wells her about the real fac
that she 15 her stepfather's illegitimate child She s very surprised to hear ths fact.
[feside she marricd him in the past, she falls in love with Rosmer. She thinks that this
marriage is dispraceful. She thinks that she cannot continue her love anymeore. It also

leads her to refuse his love and every man's loves. Another pressure [rom T Krall 1=
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hiz accusations. He accuses that all of the bad things that happen in Kosmerholm are
planned by Rebecea, as he savs, “1 think. You are the one who's behind all of this
(1966 - 396"

Except Dr Kroll and Beata, there s another man who adds her pressures. He 15
Rosmer. It happens hecause Rosmer refuses to make up his political view, Besides,
he also competes apainst her after he knows all what she has done w Beata. He stands
in 1 Kroll's side and sccuses her to do many wicked things in Rosmerholm just for
her own interests,

I'he next pressures are her psychological pressures, the pressures that come
from her own cxperiences. They are preceded by her experiences in the past and then
followet] by her failures. Her expericnoes i the past were related with her slatus as an
illegitimate child and her expenience as her father’s mistress. She 1s ever reated hadlv
by her environments because of her status as an illegitimate child, Therefore, she tries
ter hide her status as an illegitimate child by putting her father’s name behind her own
name 1o avord a bad treatments from her new environments.

REBECCA._ 1 just don't want people to think of me as illegitimate.
(Act II1, P 403

She always keeps this falsehood as long as she hves in Rosmerholm, She
could not live free at that time because she is always aftd that sooner people will
know abeut the truth and they change thewr attiitude to her.

The other pressurcs that happen because of her experiences Oedipus Complex
ag her father's mistress, She feels that she cannot really free from the domination of
Dedipus Complex. It leads her to love Rosmer and to remove Beata [rom their lite.

REBECC A 1t came aver me this blinding, uncontrollable passion - !
(3h, John - ?
ROSMER. Passion’! Y ou-For what?
RERECCA. For vou......
REBECC A, | thought it was love-then, Yes, | thought 1t was love,
But it wasn't. it was |12l A hlinding uncontrollable passion.
iAct IV P 414)
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ROSMER. Then it was this that-it was this that made vou *“take
action™, as vou call it
REAECCA T swept over me like a storm at sca. Like one of these
storms we somehmes gel in the winter, far up in the north. lt
seizes you - and carries vou with i, Juhn-with so ever it wall,
1175 useless even 1o iry fo resist i
(Act. IV, P413)

All of her action= to rcmove Beata then cause her w0 el pressures, She finds,
her Fault afier she has done of the bad things and Ninds Beata’s death. She repents all
what she has done o her (Beata).

RERBECCA .. .Every step that 1 ventured forward, [ felt as though a

volce cried within me : “No further ! Not an mneh further 1™,
Bt Teouldn™ stop’ | had to venture another inch, Just one.
And then another — just one more. And then 1t happened, That
15 how such things do happen,

{Act [IL P 408}

I'he other pressures that come from the domination of Qedipus Complex 1s her
experiences as her father’s mistress. She loeses her sell-conlidence e have another
refationship with the man she loves. She always feels puilty to accept another man’s
tove, She thinks that a woman who has a guilty love cannot get another people’s
affections. As Sigmumd Freud savs in his book Those Weecked by Success.” After
she had learmed that she hus been the mistress of her own father, she surrenders
hersell wholly 1o her now overmastering sense of gmln” (1966, 340)

Kehecca's fallures also add her pressures. Her failure o change the tradition
of the house causes her 1o think that the house and the people of the house are not
compatible for her. The house cannot back up her to realize her dreams. Therefore,
shie wanls 1o leave the house, she leels very sad because they cannot accept her as she
haped belore,

I'he next is her pressures because of her failure to remove Beata rom the
house. She 1s not only fails to remove Beata, but she also underpoes a puilly leehing
1o Beata She feels very guilty to her because she leads her mto her suffers and

chonses to end her life n 2 tragic way.
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[n addition. her failure to realize Rosmer’s ideals are also caused her
pressures. She feels very guilly because she drives Rosmer into difficulties by asking
him to chanee his las! political view although she must deleat her oam struggle for i,

The last and the preat pressure that leads her 10 undergo great pressure 15 her
{uilure noainst her own love. She at last really loves Rosmer wath all ol her heart. Her
love then breaks all of her ambitions to continue her strugeles. She wants to serve all
of her i for Rosmer, the man she loves.

REBECCA There isn't much else, John, Only that-it was then thart |
began to love. The great and sclfless lose that ask for nothing
muore than companionship.,,

CAct IV, P416)

*She wants to be a faithful woman for all Rosmer's desires. This faithfulness
leads her to forpet and leaves her dreams in Rosmerholm. To show her love, she also
accepts his proposal to die as the way Beata dies. Her love also drives her to accepl
that now she has failed in evervthing She fails to be a woman as she dreams. Rosmer
is not only the picture of her father but he also the man whom she puts her heart. She
does not need anything except to mve her hife for him. Therelore, she castly aceepls
his proposal to show her love
I'he pressures that are experienced by Rebecea including her psychological pressures
and her failure cause her to feel that she 15 1solated by her environment, in this case
Rosmerholm's familv. She also gets many problems and difficulties. The feeling of
isolation drives her 1o leave the reality of lile, She wants to go far from Rosmerhalm
and leaves all of her problems. Her acceptation of Rosmer’s proposal is not only 1o
show him how deep her love is but she alse wanis 1o choose a betier way o leave her
pressures, her difficulties of life. She wants to finish all of her problems and her real

waorld, She chooses to end her lile by jumping into the mmllrace.
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CONCLLSION

Rebecca has experienced a gloomy side of life when she was a child. These
experiences influence her behaviors, her antitudes. ways of thimkimg and her principles
af Iile. | hose things influence her way to face her problems and to Gnd the way to
overcome the problems. The expueriences also influence her 1o have a desire to leave
andd Forpet her past. In addition, Rebecca tries to change her life to be happy and 10
become a noble woman. She has some strugeles w realize her ideals. Unfortunately,
her principles of life and her struggles then drive her to live under pressures and
experience failures. She strictly applics her pninciples of life to realize her weals in
her new environment, which has different background with her, Rosmerhalm,

Rehecea’s social pressures anse because of her diflerent principles wath her
new environment especially w gain her ideals. The first pressure comes from Beala,
Kebecca wants to defeat Beata's ideal because her ideals break her struggle in Ros-
merholm eata also arises her jealousy because of her position as Rosmer's wilc.
She wants to win Rosmer’s love by cheating Beata and remove her ftom the house.
Her bad attitudes 1o Beata then arise her gully because her actions 1o [3eata cause
Beata’s death

I'he other pressure comes from D Kroll, He always connects her attiludes in
Rosmerholm with her family background, m this case her background as an
illesitimate child of doctor West and her mother and her parems” affair in the past He
accuses her that her background drivies her 1o have bad purpose in Rosmerholm,
therefore, she accuses Rebecca of bemg responsible to the bad things that happen i
Rosmerhobim.

‘| he next pressures are the pressures thal come [fom Rosmer. Rosmer's weak
attitude causes Rebecca to face the Tnlures Rebecea's struggle 1o change his political

view fails because Rosmer gives up. lebeces has wo stop her struggle for him becausce
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Rusmer also reminds her father. He causes her Once 4gain to experencs an Crdipus
Complex

Rebecea must foce the reality that she 15 not successfull realizing her ideals
She cannol chanpe her status as whal she dreams. She cannot realize her happiness
and change herself 1o be v noble woman

hen the next pressures, she has failures in realizing her struggles. She ails
in changing the house to be a fice house which is full of happiness. Her failures 1o re-
snove Tiears not onby drives her into sadness but o also causes her wo feel guilty 1o her
Eurther. her failure to realize Rosmer’s idenls arises her disappintment because she
cannot bring im to his happiness. The next andh the last failure 15 her failures against
her owit love Rebeeca falls in Jove with Rosmer. Her love leads her to leave all of
her strupales.

Rebeeca’s failure against her own love 1s the great psycholopeal
pressures for her. Her love Lo Rosmer breaks all of her struggles, ambitien and hes
ideals in Rosmerholm. She forpets all about her strupgles and her ideals. She accepts
Rosmer's proposal to end her life in the millrace o show her love w him, Rebecca
expenences a trage ife alter she fails 1o realize her struggles especially her strupgles
apainst the love,

A1l of her pressures both her social and her pevehological pressures lead her to
eAperience pevehological burdens, Rehecca wants to leave the burdens by leaving the
hause and accepting Romer's idea to end her life by jumping info the millace

Rehecen's failures in realizing her struggles lead her o feel that her new envi-
ronment chiminates her, She thinks that the house is not comfortable anymore lor her
The house 1= not suitable for her and she wants 1o leave the house. She decides to end
her life in tragic way From the discussion of {his thesis, it can be concladed that Lhe

i lures of Rehecea’s strugeles as the cause ol her tragic lile
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