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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Rationale

Topic about marriage is often inseparable from the topic

about love since love may lead a man and a woman to marriage.

In other words, marriage is expected by the couple who are
madly in love as their permanent relationship and love
manifestation. This topic has been 1mmensely dmaussed by ‘my

Edith Wharton, an Amerlcan auther m the V:Lctonan era. Asme

from being a Victorian novelist who tends to set her stories
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in the era of her childhood, she is a naturalist. As a
naturalist writer, her works are much concerned with female
defeat in which the women characters in the nineteenth century
neither can make peace with options available to them in their
society nor fulfill their needs. She then rejects a plot which
marriage becomes a ground of closure; a plot that is usually
brought by many authors at the Victorian era such as Charles
Dickens and George Elliot (Hockman, 1995: 2l1l). Ogenof her
works which takes this topic is The Age of Innocence.
The Age of Irmocence that is o,f ten po;;ztjg
cntic;s, haav:gpeu .flav» al no

'uy-) ’V

husband, a Polish nobleman. Unfortunately, ‘they live within

the narrow borders of aristocratic society where rigid social

out %5&,

unhappily married Mn who *wanta ‘to get diverceﬂ ; ‘fmm m: q
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manners and discipline take place. The society does not accept
a divorce between the married couple. Newland and Ellen who
are madly in love with each other try to break through the
barriers of convention that surround them but in the end they
realize they cannot escape from their tribal customs (Unger,
1934.:0:321) .

From the brief synopsis above, Wharton seems to convince
us that the individual “is nearly always sacrlflced to what
supposed to be the collective interest.” It is 1%erestiﬁ§ to

Peraenal expa.rlme often suggests some

grasp the exact details of the piece o.f actlcn,'

events and setting.

& W Y i R R N TN N
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Some of the novels and the dramas are about characters;
about their reactions to an extended series of actions and
about their attempts, both successful and unsuccessful, to
shape those events. Interactions of characters and actions are
more precisely shown in the novel and drama (Robert, 1964:43).
Character, according to Abrams (1957: 20), is a dramatic or
narrative work endowed with moral and dispositional qualities

that are expressed in what they say - the dialogue - and what

they do - the action.
The dlalogues and acwuns Med by ’ch

of 1ndiViduals, their & ) | 5, ar
exposed. Being affected mostly by her m éxpefie‘

v e ing g N Agtinging iy
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:
in this novel chooses American society in the 1870s as the’n
main interest; its culture, conventions and institutions.

From those reasons, this thesis strives to reveal the
author’s reflection on American marriage institution in the
1870s through the analysis of characters. For further and more
detail explanation, the succeeding sub-chapters enumerate the
problem to discuss, scope of study, method of analysis,
approach to use, purpose of study and the orgamzatmn aof the

thesis.

absolutely aimod at avmding the comhcatm disét}ssxﬁn._
They are regarded as major characters in view of they

have important roles in constructing the plot of the story:
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they experience more conflicts, they have more interactions
with other characters, after all, the writer needs more time
to tell about them than about other characters (Esten,
1990:93) .

In respect of the title of this thesis, some definitions
and aspects of marriage institution will be more clearly
explained in chapter three. All the definitions are taken from
several sources, including some dlctlonarles and encyclopedla
as the comparison for the sake of thelr a*c@z{ra manln‘gs .SQme
references are seleetad careﬁﬁly

sociological approach is suitably, applied. B ) A [‘19'62':_‘1‘23)

W VN N R ARG N iy g e

O '..‘ TR TR b'-{“,"‘ qf'
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states that the sociological critic is interested in
understanding the social milieu and the extent to which and
manner in which the artist responds to it.

Since literary characters are defined as author’s
creation, their qualities depend on what the author has
written about them. Interpreting a character means understanding ,
his whole performance based on: physical description, i
portrayal of thought stream,or of conscious thought, reaction

to events; direct author’s analysis, discussion

&

envirenment, r n of others ab

psychological knowledge t i
process, (2) the study of the life of the author as a

‘ ~;:¢vl A

o art; that are: (1) the
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of understanding their art and (3) the explanation

fictitious characters (Scott, 1962 : 71 ).

1.5 The Purpose of Study

Fiction is interesting for readers because of its
imitation of life, the complicated ways in which it is at once
like and unlike life. The experienée of fiction then involves
both pleasure and understanding Interpretlag a llteruny'work
is a means of recogalzlng truths about human eﬂistence th;éugh.
the direct praﬁgntatlon | ; pe »

career and the 3?nb§si§?df‘i',’A§é éfwaMae&ﬂeb‘ Chapter Thre
deals with the further information about marriage 1nstitut10ns

that relates to the analysis and the illumination of American
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society in the nineteenth century. Chapter Four is the main
discussion that presents the precise study of the attitudes of
both, the author and the characters, in viewing marriage

institution. The conclusion "of the whole discussion is in

Chapter Five.

g g R R IR R A e T I A N i g R N TR R N o g g g o g R R e ‘t‘ﬂr*‘l :
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CHAPTER II
THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR
AND THE SYNOPSIS OF THE NOVEL

2.1. The Biography of Edith Wharton

By and large, the settings, characters or themes in
literary works may suggest the authors’ backgrounds: and
experiences of lives. To profoundly comprehend a literary'§
work, readers sheuld acqualnt themselves with the blography of
the authors in manc:e. ghis nst

with several 1‘&19‘1&933 , that are: rman, 1alun and v?remeh
she returned to United States in 1872. As a girl from

fashionable families, she was only educated privately by
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formal school, she mostly spent spare time in her father’s
library. For her own amusement during her lonely and isolated
childhood she learned to write stories and verses. The
voracious and wide reading had prompted her

talent and intellectual achievement as at the age of sixteen

she privately printed volumes of poetry. One of them was

published in Atlantic Monthly in the following year (Unger
(Ed), 1974; Wharton, 1994).
Her father died at Cannes in 1882, a year before she was

enganged to a wealthy banker, Edwa:d Rdbb;aa Wharton.
Yars later, in the m :{:;',_»

didr:'t likn - he p: t
hunting to madmg Edith mwf in ?wr ﬁiﬁ?; _tbr
published by Wayne Andrew, that “she could endure the ‘moral
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solitude’ of her marriage only by creating a world of her
imagination.” Their relationships, however, was getting worse
and worse. Estrangement was on its way. She even had 1love
affair with Morton Fullerton, a mutual friend of Henry James,
between 1907 and 1910. It didn’t last long since they had
“different- views of marriage. Edith wanted a more permanent
relationship, that was a marriage, but Fullerton never
agreed. However, when it was over, they remained quite
friendly for the rest of their liws'. In 1910 the Whartons
sold their house in Lenox and establlshed thomselvss ~ in
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Instances (1901) are collections of stories which have some of
the flavours of James’s stories. Her first novel, The Valley
of Decision appeared in 1902. It is a long historical novel
whose scene is laid in Italy in eighteenth Century. In 1903,
she wrote Sanctuary, a parody of a Paul Bourget’s theme. And
The Descent of Man (1904) is another volume of short stories.
One of the stories, “The Dilletante” denotes her development
in illustrating the characters. (Unger(Ed), 1974:11).

The House of Mirth which was publlshed on 14th October
1905 presages her comlng of age as a ndVel,ut “It becam

lwe ancl 'buainoas. Inﬁ' rder to be ab. W“ ﬁf’ W
setting and depiction ar: the factoxy manager, she
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profound research in a factory near her country home in Lenox,
Massachusetts. The novel also pertains to controversy over

euthanasia then becomes a readable novel even today.

Her succeeding book, Tales of Men and Ghosts (1910),
contains some superb chillers. In Edith’s opinion, writing
such ghost stories requires brilliant faculty and techniques
that not all writers are able to draw. The author should
maintain the supernatural idea to irradiate the story with
imposing horrors (Unger (Ed),1974).

Mrs. Wharton, later, composed Ethan Frome with “the

4
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Summer, 1t is also the companion piece of Ethan Frome in
which the characters are trapped in the incest situations.
Wharton’s suggestion of incest is described as “slow mental
and moral starvation” (White,. 1995:xxii) .

French Ways and Their Meaning (1919) is a norifictional
book which enriches the present binding generations together
in the continuity of art and knowledge (Conn,1989:308).

The Age Of Innocence (1920) , awarded a Pulitzer Prize in
1921, is primarily about marriage and dlvorce, and about the

power of soc:.ety to mold 1nd1v1dual lives gw ﬁho turhim of
women into bea [ .

regam:'mss ,
and indlrect wh.nle %mma ms ﬂvayz ‘&lear and vw-tm%-miﬁt’
(Burkhardt, 1964; Unger, 19‘74) The American settlng was
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employed particularly because she had been intensely

inpressed by the sightseeing where her parents had lived.

Edith Wharton suffered a stroke in June 1937 and died in
~her house near Paris on 11th August that year, at the age of
seventy-five. Her acquaitances remembered her as the great
lady who was forrmidable and perfectionist.” She was the
first woman to gain an honorary LLD from Yale University and
was the recipient of many other civic and literary honors “
(Burkhardt(Ed) 1964) Her novels record t,uneless trutm of

LIS RN, RIS k

thelr éngagomnt. 'rhey then mka an arrangamnt tc hold the
wedding in a year.
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In that occassion, Newland is introduced to Ellen Olenska,
May’s cousin, who has just come from Europe. Actually Ellen
and Newland are old friends but they have not met each other
for a long time. Ellen has been orphaned since she is still a
baby and taken in charge by her aunt, Medora Manson. When
Medora’s husband deceased, she takes Ellen to abandon New
York. People did not hear about them for some times then comes
the news of Ellen’s marriage to a wealthy Polish nobleman.

Since the first day of her arrival in New York, she
becomes a top:c of conversatlon. It,lS not qm.y on accwag,..,af

her charmmq - ”aaweranm ’”d#

Though for some reasc
it is her right to decide for divorce,
strives for doing this mandate after readlng her husband'
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letter and her financial situation. Divorce will just make her
lose her facitities she usually gets from her husband.

While between Newland and May, for the third time he
tries to urge his betrothed to advance the date of their
marriage. Neither May nor her parents agree to this idea.
While Newland thinks there is no reason to delay their
marriage, May is of another opinion. _She supposes Newland is
uncertain of continuing to care for : her because of another
woman. She even gives him time to think it ca.refully as she
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b5

Catherine Mingott, has been the means of hastening their
marriage. '

On Tuesday after Easter, Newland and May pronounce their
wedding consent at Grace Church. After a three months wedding

tour, Newland runs his days to be the husband of one of the

handsomest and most popular young married woman in New York.

He strives to treat May as good as all his friends treat their

i

wives.
Newland knows that Ellen has %@h
Washlngton. The 1dea abou mamryxng lﬂl«n o‘?

2  take an

One day,
tells him the HOUE. B IeRT S Eeilnal
her husband’s last proposals. All the famaly have urged her on

R R N R R N e T T e Y
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holding out and cutting off her allowance until she goes back
to her husband. Disposing of her disagreement with this
opinion and knowing that he is always on Ellen’s side, she
asks Newland to explain and make the rest of the family
understand and accept Ellen’s decision.

Unexpectedly Ellen decides to establish herself in Paris.
Newland does not know what has prompted her to leave New York.

Then two weeks after Ellen’s depa.rture May tells hz.m about her

pregnancy. She also admts..z ~that she has mm Ellen earller
than her hu.,bam‘ He ‘then understands f?xat;
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CHAPTER III
MARRIAGE ms'rrru'uoup xym THE GENTEEL TRADITION

3.1 Marriage Institutioﬁ@

On the grounds that there are many definitions of the
term marriage and aspects within, the present sub-chapter
concentrates on the description of marriage aimed to be a
boundary for the main discussion. ’

Webster’s New World College Dictonary (1997:700,829)
describes marriage and institution separa@ely Marriage itself

is de.t'lned a' "@llatlm m fm md wife, i‘med h,!a

is comonly assocxated mt.h the lmul of adapuhxlity botxoon
them. A happy marriage is then presented by the lifelong
: fidelity. While Sadli (1993:107) states “marriage 1is a

21 :
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fidelity. While Sadli (1993:107) states “marriage is a ratified
union of two unique individuals and a basis form of mutual
dependence for the purpose of founding and maintaining a family”,
both husband and wife are presumed to be two different persons who
have different wishes, visions, habits and expectations. In marriage
life, therefore, beside love, they should grow mutual understanding,
respect and adjustment. There are some cases in which the couple
for the first time build and found their marriage'without love
since they previously have not known mh othm';. 1§ mally
happens in arranged marrlage, a mar

assume that young peoplo ari unable

rites and ceremonies are closely tied to .m

social interest, tradition, law and religion that prevall and

L

T TR S R S
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are professed by two parties”. Since culture includes more
than 1idealized ways of knowledge, practice and belief,
marriage customs then vary greatly from one culture to
another. For example, in Indonesian tradition, the association
of the couple is commonly presaged by sharing food by the
bride and groom. Elsewhere, the groom places a ring on the
fourth finger of bride’s left hand and the second ring, if
available, is similarly placed on the groom’s left hand. In a
few societies, transferring property has  adequately
legitimized the union. Yet, all of them have the same purpose

that is announcing to the community that they are legally
united.

¥ S vy Wl e
oF oy 5 =

attitude mm ;mutim'—-

past might be
3 s taboo by the so ;, it presently
tends to be a common thing, Divorco, .foa: instance, shows its
increasing rate in United States. Green (1960:417) writes that

unacceptable Gr
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in 1890, one marriage ended in divorce for every ten marriages
that ended in death; while in 1949, one marriage ended in
divorce for every 1.58 marriages that ended in death. The
ratios cited indicate the change in attitudes of the Americans
about marriage. It is related to their tendency to believe more
deeply in the possibilities of fimding marital fulfillment. It
arouses an experimental feeling toward marriage in which
divorce seems to be no longer a final disaster but a
tempora:y setback in a cent1nu1ng quest (Gr@en, 1960: 417)

contract then has varied ‘names. :rm mx«m@ eaa.l m
“sacrament of ~marriage', ‘akad nikah’ for the Indonesian

Moslems, while in Jewish tradition it is called ‘Ketubah’, and
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o

there are still many other names. Whatever it is called, it
brings some effects that must be carried out by the spouses.
It really concludes an agreement of husband and wife to love
and respect each other, to withstand against and overcome the
burdens and temptations they may face during their marriage
life, to procreate children and bring them up in their
religious way.

Since it is aimed to be a permanent union, some religions
forbid divorce and others permit it, in spite of assuming it
as not a good preference, L;p:m J.og.lc and acceptable roams
Christian, eapecially the carly : C '

religion or custom. In primit.wo someties, 1t is cometimes
signed by the symbolic breaking of some thing such as a
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household tool. While in some societies, the couple draw up a
divorce contract.

Really, divorce refers to the idea that the spouse is
incapable to carry out the contract. With a view to resolving
their marriage problems, divorce consequently brings other
problems that sometimes look heavier: By and large, the
financial or economic affair and the cuétody of children are
the most disputed cases. Divorce later is obtained through the
action in a court of law. Accordingly, it is not utterly wrong

when some Americans assume marriage as a mere anl.contramg,

considerati  the
material wealth which is later called “Ge \

The reasons for adopti.ng such tnmalitios was that they
realized of “having no settled social pattern of their own and
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lacking in tested and long-standing criteria of class and
gentility”. These reasons also prompted them to easily change.
It has been aptly pointed out by Wharton in her novel “The
Custom of the Country” (1913) in which the European characters
complains that Americans “come from hoféls as big as towns,
and from towns as flimsy as paper where the street have not i,
-had time to be named, and the buildings are demolished before
they are dry,. and the people are as proud of changing of
holding to what we have” (Wharton in Conn, 1989:308). As their
nearest foreign relative, British Victorianism was easily
accepted. In a sense, the Genteel trqaition 1Mately becm
part of texture of am:itty, colorihg the
archltectu:t%, dress, and eve ‘ 5 ¢
: The Genteel :

all manméf and in.f

R e

They were afraid of hmng them Qéﬂmat”,,

social patterns. Continental fbt instanco, Wre

totally avoided as being strange and morally dangorcus
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The effect of the tradition was apparent in most aspects
of life. For example in architecture, they thronged their room
with all sorts of useless things that imparted an appearance
of museum, not a comfortable place of living. It indirectly
showed their level of courtesy and pretensions as the member
of leisured class. The passion for concealment was 1llustrated

by the three layers of curtains on every windows.

In accordance with their way of dress especially for

women’s , it really suggested the strict aﬂd ostentatlous
MADDOEK, Dresmw req
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CHAPTER IV
MAJOR CHARACTERS’ ATTITUDES AS AUTHOR'S REFLECTION ON
AMERICAN MARRIAGE INSTITUTION IN THE 1870s

There are three major characters whose attitudes are
going to be profoundly observed. It is mentioned in the first
chapter that the three major characters are May Welland,
Newland Archer and Ellen Olenska. Those characters have their
own attitudes that seem different from one another but are
supposed to adequatily represent the author’'s

regarded ‘as-a ‘foreignet’ Por the' AMerdcils @ sefumed he!-
continental Europeans were totally avoided as being strange
and morally dangerous” (Horton and Edward, 1974:196). She is
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actually a New Yorker but has spent her life mostly in Europe.
She was still a child when Mrs. Chivers took her to leave New
York. Her marriage to a Polish nobleman also makes her settle
in Europe. Inevitably, her Buropeanized and unconventional
attitudes make her ‘different’ among her relatives and then
évoke many comments and responds illuminating the real
Americans’ view on marriage at that time.

Based on the previous chapter, there are many aspects in
marrlage 1nst1tutlons, not only about wedding riﬁas. wavver,

not only uponyffhoi¢9rwbalih;'}butf‘3350‘ Ub@hfﬁfhéir  iafihéd“”7
attitudes and their families’ respectful names,rvfree from

inglorious scandals. Family would carefully investigate
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whether their son’s or daughter’s suitor was really good. They
did not want to face that the suitor had a problem in their
society. When one member of a family did something that was
unpleasant according to people’s view, all members of that
family would also carry the result.

Newland's choice upon May is really accepted by his
mother. Mrs. Archer likes May as May fulfills the required
conditions for being a good wife: beautiful, religious,

conventional and descended from a rich family. Her parents’

consideration. Mrs.

2 el o
et g !

Meanwhile, Ellen’s intention to get estrangement from her
husband also gives a negative effect to Mingott family.

Divorce at that time was regarded as a disgusting affair that
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had to be avoided as well. Mr. Letterblair, the head office of
the firm where Newland works, has entrusted Newland with
Ellen’s case. The idea to submit it to Newland is approved by
Mrs. Manson Mingott, her son and Mr. Welland. Newland, who
formerly refuses to take care of this case, eventually
understands the reason of doing this mandate. Mr. Letterblair
further says that he does not consult this case with others
but Newland in a view of his prospective alliance to Mingotts.

Archer hesitated. ‘I can’t pledge myself till 1’ W
seen Countess OIpnska, be s_,a:xd a.r. length

mating withnay LS arrang thinj . 3¢
their own decision and also assumes that arranged marriage is

the custom in America as the Europeans usually do.
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‘May is a darling; I‘ve seen no young girl in New York
so handsome and so intelligent. Are you very much in
love with her?’

Newland Archer reddened and laughed. ’‘As much as a
man can be.’

She continued to consider him thoughtfully, as if not
to miss any shade of meaning in what he said, ‘Do you
think, then, there is a limit?’

‘To being in love? If there is, I haven’t found it!’

¥ She glow with sympathy.’Ah - it’s really and trully a
romance?’

"The most romantic of romances!’

‘How delightful! And you found at 2811 oJ%: for
yourselves - .it was not in the least arranged for
you?’

Archer woked at ler i}y 4 ously». you

% .‘.
R

He had failed to stop at his club on the way up from
the office where he excercised the profession of the

P
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law in the leisury manner common to well-to-do New
Yorkers of his class.

(Chapter :X, page: 54).

Besides, as it is mentioned above, Newland is descended
from wealthy and socially prominent New York family. Newlands
have had good rapports and history. They can be grouped with
Mingotts, Chiverses, and Mansons that actively dominate in New
York society. Most people imagine them to be the very apex
the pyramid. Like what Mrs. Archer usually tells him, those
are the things that should be prouq,qf

restralnlng those af the othor.” meen wnre 1ay€rs of
underclothing that gave fullness appearance, the tight fitting
jacket that showed the dainty little waist and the corset that
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was indirectly bidding its wearer to express self restraint.
Their clothes were those of ‘ostentatious concealment’ that
had a purpose of attracting men without ‘being literally
revealing’ (Horton and Edward, 1974 :198).

Furthermore, Edith (in Wolff’s introduction to “Summer”,
1939: xxvii), arques that woman has been taught to think of
herself as nothing more than a beautiful object to be admired,
praised, and eventually “collected” by a man with enough money
to keep her. Besides, she regrets the rules of a society that
urged pass:v1ty as an approprlate expresaxon of femimty

espec:n.ally in choosing her partner of llfe. Indaed arranged

marriage had not been quite popular any longer for them.
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Social preferences still had significant roles upen their
cholces anyway. In addition, most families and societies
considered young women were unable to make choices for their
own marriage. Their parents would or not give approval for
their choices. Since they had been taught to be obedient, they

should accept whatever decision that their parents had made on

their choices.

4.2 Engagement
Engagemeat Lﬂ an lh&t&ﬂ& Step”hﬁf,wwg

relatJ.on betwm mﬂ.’ar-ent sexes vwill
following sub-chapter.

AL o SRR VR
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Since engagement means an agreement to marriage, it
sometimes brings the couple some prohibitions that commonly
prevail upon the marriage couple.

‘And she ought to know that a man who’s just engaged
doesn’t spend his time calling on married women. But I
daresay in the set she’s lived in they do - they never
do anything else.’ And, in spite of the cosmopolitan
views on which he prided himself, he thanked heaven
that he was a New Yorker, and about to ally himself
with one of his own kind.

(Chapter IV, page: 21).

However, it was riot a custom to declare an engagement
exp11c1tly and Openlyg’ ta péopie. | enoug ‘

’j !:f‘r'« T e

shall anncum . ame
reason is ac»tually ¥ S ‘his wn.llingnoss o m:pport hls'~'
betrothed’s family. Ellen’s presence with her estrangement

from her husband at least has aroused unpleasant talk toward
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Mingott’s family. While in Mrs Mingott’s opinion like what she
has told Ellen, Newland’s reason on announcing his engagement
at the Beaufort ball is for Ellen so that she might have two
families to stand by her instead of one (ch:xviii,page:110).
With the aim of being familiar to his or her partner’s
behaviours, a long engagement seemed preferable. It might last
a year or even more. They believed that the longer it took the
more they would understand each other better. It is interposed
by Mrs Welland that families “must give the couple time to
know each other a little better" {ehs ivy page: 19)
On the contrary, in. view of no ‘worthwhile i
long engémﬁ'f ewla strives tq ’ ge on

prei ors t0

‘ ~ Howeve. Hay's
a long engagement is much more concerned with her fear of
being ‘different’ to the tradition.

1 .‘ ;afer‘ 7-

B
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‘We can’t behave like people in novels, though, can
we?

‘Why not - why not - why not?’

She looked a little bored by his insistence. She knew
very well that they couldn’t, but it was troublesome
to have to produce a reason. ‘I’'m not clever enough to
argue with you. But that kind of thing is rather -
vulgar, isn’t it?’ she suggested, relieved to have hit
on a word that would assuredly extinguish the whole
subject. #

‘Are you so much afraid, then, of being vulgar?’

She was evidently staggered by this.’Of course I
Should hate it - so would you,’ she rejoined, a trifle
irritably.

(Chapter X, pagg;53—54).

have always let you have y@ur'wwywevnrvsxncw ymu‘uwru'=
a little girl,’ he argued; and she had answered, with
her clearest look: ‘Yes, and that’s what makes it so
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hard to refuse the very last thing they’ll ever ask of
me as a little girl.’ :
(Chapter XI, page: 61).

Fortunately, Catherine Mingott, May’s grandmother |,
agrees to Newland’s reason and backs up his idea owing to her
own health and age. She is afraid if they delay their wedding
her chance to take part and present in her granddaughter’s
wedding party will disappear. Newland and May finally can hold
their marriage, as Newland expe«cts, .Sooner than their
families’ previous arrangement. ' '

Here, in engagemmt, At is nm ts tlmt*lmth but. &ts

Kiouiodge, oels 1367 In Western countr es, where most of the
people are Christians, it is usually church weddlngs, the

weddings that are held in church within J.ts religious rites.
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o —

For Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and a large number of Anglicans
marriage is considered what is called ‘sacrament of marriage’,
one of seven sacraments. For other Christians marriage is
considered a civil union so that the procession is slight
simpler than ‘sacrament’. Above 821, < An 411 ' ORrEseian
commumtles the jomlng of a man and .woman in matrimony is
regarded as an occasion for the church’s blessing, and in many
of them it is normal for a minister of the church to perform
the ceremony (Collier’s EncyclOpédia, 1994 :439). The nuptials
include the exchanging of rings and marrlagg VOows between the

Weddings are commonly marked by celebration, and for the
New Yorkers at that time, celebration was to invite all the
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relatives and collegues and to serve them with a very great
amount and delicious feast. Horton (1974:201) writes that an

ordinary wedding cost at least ten thousand dollars. It was

derived from their tendencies to rank people in society based

not on the family or breeding but on the amount they could
spend in entertainment.

Too bad the breakfast is at old Catherine’s, ’the
bridegroom could fancy Reggy Chivers saying.’But I'm
told that Lovell Mingott insisted on its being cooked

by his own chef, so it ought to be 'good if one can
only get at it.’

{Chapter XIX,
d 4 g

g-breakfaig:, e newlyw
S N R S

.

21ng

one
fitual v
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This travel which is later commonly called ““honeymoon”
evidently presages their initial new lives of being husband
and wife, éspecially for mény women at that time who remained
hopelessly uninformed on the subject of sexual relationships
until after marriage. The bridal night for women was “a
ghastly shock which destroyed all possibility of a subsequent
happy companionship” (Horton,1974: 198). 2

she was frank, poor darling, because she had nothing
to conceal, assured because she knew of nothing to be

on her guard against; and with no better preparation :
than this, she was to be plunged overnig t into what
people evasively called ‘the facts of life.’ | 1
e i 9 ; % ~ ;_’ er VI'*!‘ o 29} 4 % ,;4,.

seriously. While young girls were brought up in an atmosphere
of domestic constancy and antiseptic innocence.

ALl DR
S

pleasure and gaife

é! 5

W
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Newland has passed his youth having a love affair with
Mrs Thorley Rushwood. He experiences it without being afraid
of risks and he assumes it as a part of adventures that men
should have. There was a tacit provision for this adventure; a
recognized season for “wild oats”; but they were hoped not to
be sown more than once (ch: xxxi, page: 193). Thus, people
seem to understand when they know that he has a love affair

~and they do not cast reflections on it.

When the fact dawned on him it nearly broke his heart,
but now it seemed the reeming feature of the case. The

affair, in short, had been of the kind that most of

hw »h'

~deceived wi.fe,v :f,or ‘protect:x.ng "af woman’ s hdnaﬁr' .
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Since New York is ‘small’, most of Newland’s relatives
have easily sniffed out his relationships with Ellen but they
behave as if there was nothing wrong. Even so Newland feels

i that their attitudes toward him have already changed. He

hardly hears Ellen’s name mentioned in 28ont T nim,
| especially when May is beside him.

Now, however, as he walked home from Mrs Mingott’s he
was conscious of a growing distate for what lay before
him. There was nothing unknown or unfamiliar in the
path he was presumably to tread; but when he had
trodden it before it was as a free man, who was
accountable to no one for his actions, and could lend
himself with an amused detachment to the game of
precautions and prevarications, cor cealment  an

h o 0

invite one mate, instes = 7 I £
Husband Bdwcite, in mosl Birols, . vess disenidied ‘s |

Y
Fiodd

luded. Giving these facts, Ellen’s
attitudes, in which she easily goes out with other men or

where both are inc

i invites them to call on her .or when she has ‘asked M. Reviere
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to help her away from her husband, make Newland begin to guess
that love-problems might be less simple and less easily
classified in the complicated old European communities. Rich
and 1dle and ornamental socities must produce many more such
situations(ch: xi, page: 62).

‘Mother’s very angry.’

‘Angry? With whom? About what?’
AL

‘Newland! Do listen. Your friend Madame Olenska was
at Mrs Lemuel Struther’s party last night; she went :
there witih the Duke and Mr Beaufort.’ A

At the Jast clause of thls ammuncemeat a senselasa

parents neVQr aakea each othe

other anything; they just sat and watchéd other and guessed at
: what was going on underneath” (ch:xxxiv, page:225).
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~ 'She hates Ellen,’he thought, and she’s trying to
overcome the feeling, and to get me to help to

overcome it.’
\ '4

‘You understand, don‘t you,’ she went on, ‘'why the
family have sometimes been annoyed? We all did what we
could for her at first; but she never seemed to

understand...’
- (Chapter XXXI, page:199).

A browling between husband and wife just showed their
failure, something that they had to be av01ded at all. Ihaplte
of hrowllng umth thelr vfﬁqga-? e

H ik o e oB - 3 g 2 ) L h”- ke i
1 g < § 43 e P A
Fo g 7.4 % ‘af el o
N S LEEE » e " “ﬁ‘.x o ,_,,_-_:,."fr‘.i R T
o X ; : SONT: d U i
&

jwaa to ma.
‘Ah -’said Archer, hlS heart stopping

5 w m w 3)”
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He felt that his wife was watching him intently.’Did
you mind my telling her first, Newland?’

‘Mind? Why should I?’ He made a last effort to collect
himself.’But that was a fortnight ago, wasn’t it? I
thought you said you weren’t sure till today. ’

Her colour burned deeper, but she held his gaze.’'No; I
wasn’t sure then - but I told her I was. And you see I
was right!’ she exclaimed, her blue eyes wet with
victory.

(Chapter XXXIII, page 217).

48

Being told that May is pregnant brings Newland consciousness
to responsible toward his family. It is impossible to leave

itt “ r; and

divorce were
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to this view, the Protestant then has permitted divorce on
specific grounds, such as adultery, cruelty, or desertion
(Grolier Encyclopedia of Knowledge, 1991:175).

Divorce 1is granted in New York only on the grounds of
adultery, so that in New York courts all divorce actions are
“caused” by adultery. The law of divorce is based on the
assumption that one party is innocent and the other is guilty.
If both party admit wanting a divorce, they are guilty of
: “collusion” and no divorce can be granted (Green, 1960: 419).

Ellen returns to New York in order to forget all the
mysery on her marrlage atac! to get r@at‘ among h&r relat.wes,

It is a conversation among people when they first time

meet Ellen since her arrival to New York. They can see that
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Ellen has 1lost ‘her looks’ and they guess her miserable
marriage has changed her.

In the beginning, Ellen has people’s sympathy. All her
relatives understand that it must be painful for her to face
the fact that her husband has committed adultery. Having been
explained in the preceding sub-chapter that people hate
adultery done by a married man, they easily take a pity to the
deceived wife. They strive to comfort and treat Ellen in a
good way. Their kindness is so cnnspicn;iouzé‘-; so it prompts and
supports her to get divorce, something that mer comes cﬁ) her

.
u
5
i
ot
- 4
o
4

Newland understands their mma : for ng him to
Ellen’s divorce-suit. Actuallyz they also have a hope
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believe that Newland may alter her wish. He receives this case

upon their request and for the sake of Ellen.

It was impposible to decide otherwise than he had
done: he must see Madame Olenska himself rather than
let her secrets be bared to other eyes.

{Chapter XI, page :61).

-y

Eventhough divorce has been legalized, the tradition did
not easily allow divorce. Ellen seems to be uninformed about
such a thing. They were sympathic toward the deceived wife but
they immediately turned their attitude when they heard that
woman arrangad a dlvorca. ﬁ&Vbroe ﬁag Ngw Ybrkag p& that ﬁ;me

ik lgglslat.lon favou,rs dworce - our SQciai custms
don’ t

(Chapter XII, page:71).
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She said nothing, and he continued: ’‘Our ideas about
marriage and divorce are particularly old-fashioned.
Our legislation favours divorce - our social customs

don’ t.
(Chapter XII, page:71).

Ellen’s intention to get divorce urges people to think
that she must be a New Yorker that lost her sense and feeling
of New York. People regard her willingness stems from the ‘bad
influence’ of the European Continentals, where she has settled
in for many years. They do not know that in Europe divorce is
forbidden.

‘aut European socmuy s net: g:wpn t ybrce
antesar lmka ught she woul “ormi

phasised by the fact that ma*
the Reggie Chivorses, who were of the Mingott clan,
were among those infllctlng it; and by the uniform
wording of the notes, in all of which the writers
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‘regretted that they were unable to accept,’without
the mitigating plea of a ‘previous engagement’ that
ordinary prescribed. '

(Chapter VI, page 31).
Being provided by high standard of etiquette and moral,
they were accustomed to disown their spots of 1life. They
preferred remaining all the unpleasant thing in their lives
and pretending there was nothing wrong with their lives.

‘...Does no one to know the truth here, Mr Archer? The
real loneliness is living among all these kind people
who only ask one to pretend!’ She lifted her hands to
ier face, and he saw her thin shoulders shaken by a
w, S W B ¢ oo %

ik
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

The Age of Innocence is one of literary works that

applies the two purposes of literature: to entertain and to

give information. Edith Wharton presents them aptly. Her

“perfect language” and detail depiction based on her thorough
research on the atmeosphere of Amemcan SOCJ.ety 1n the 1870s
made it awarded a Pulitzer Prize in 1921. . g NG
Wharton experienced a misoga riagg'i“;fd, d.lV -
f;gm her m,sbam 1‘n '

may be an exaggeratad vers LG
sacrifice’ to illuminate hw

so afraid of being a dlvorcee,ﬂ éspacial-ly for th'elvwdmfen. She

54
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also describes that there was a double standard of morality in
relation between a man and a woman. It gave the young men
chances ‘to sow their wild oats’, while the young women were
not conversant with that subject. Besides, woman’s passivity
in choosing her mate, long engagement, lacking communication
between husband and wi.e, maintaining incompatible marriage for

the , sake of family’s honor and social preference are the

description that wharton wants tc reveal > 43 tms novel.
on the other hand, she also gives a mse omnlon n"
judge ‘that the paaple ociet '

and his social interest, .

“everything was equally easy - or equally painful, as

chose t6 put it™,

RN A TRV N R RO e I T e e T g SRy 'V-.
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