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SUMMARY 

 

Improving the Eighth Grade Students’ Sentence Writing Achievement by Using 

Word Cards at SMPN 3 Balung – Jember; Adventia Putri Septianingrum, 

100210401069; 180 pages; English Education Study Program, Language and Arts 

Education Department, Teacher Training and Education Faculty, Jember University. 

Writing plays an important role in English language teaching. By writing, 

students can communicate each other in daily life. They can also express their ideas, 

thoughts, opinion, and feeling or emotion through writing. Students can learn English 

through writing as a tool for learning, and build social communication with their 

friends by using written English as a tool for social participation. But, writing is still 

understood to be hard work. Based on the preliminary study which was done in 

SMPN 3 Balung, it was known that the students’ sentence writing achievement was 

still very low. The students made many mistakes in making sentences correctly. This 

problem could bring bad effect to their achievement. 

In this research, word cards were used to help them improve their sentence 

writing achievement and their participation in the class. Teachers could use them to 

teach writing sentence with correct patterns and construction.  The use of word cards 

in teaching writing was easy to show how a sentence is constructed and also the 

changes of the position of the sentences in term of statement, interrogative sentences 

by moving around the cards. They could stimulate the students’ activeness because 

they were interesting for the students and they were fun to be used during the lesson. 

The design of this research was classroom action research which was 

intended to improve the eighth grade students’ sentence writing achievement by using 

word cards at SMPN 3 Balung-Jember. The research subjects were the class VIII C 

students in the 2013/2014 academic year. This research was also intended to improve 

the VIII C students’ participation in teaching learning process. This research was 

started by conducting an interview with the English teacher about the problems that 
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the students had in English, especially in writing. There was also a pre-test which was 

administered to know the students’ previous sentence writing score and class 

observation to know the students’ participation during the lesson. From the interview, 

pre-test, and observation, it was known that the students’ sentence writing 

achievement and their participation was still low. From the 28 students, only 2 

students (7%) got score at least 75. Their mean score was 60,9 and their participation 

was low. Therefore, it was very necessary to improve their achievement. 

This classroom action research was done collaboratively with the English 

teacher. The collaboration involved planning of the action, implementation of the 

action, observation and evaluation, and analysis and reflection. This research was 

carried out in two cycles and each cycle consisted of three meetings included the test. 

The research target was 75% of the students got score at least 75 and at least 75% of 

the students actively participate in the class. 

Based on the results of the research in the first cycle, there was a significant 

improvement to the students’ sentence writing achievement and participation. The 

mean score of the sentence writing test was 74,6 and there were 17 of 28 students 

(60,7%) students got score ≥ 75. The students’ participation also increased after being 

averaged from the results of two meetings and became 80,5% of the students actively 

participated during the teaching and learning process. The result of participation 

reached the target score but the result of sentence writing achievement did not 

achieve the target score, so it was concluded that the first cycle was unsuccessful and 

it was necessary to be continued to the second cycle. After the second cycle, the 

students’ sentence writing achievement improved significantly becoming 78,6% and 

the average score was 79,5. It means that 22 of 28 students got score ≥ 75. The 

students’ participation also increased becoming 91%. It means this cycle was 

successful and it could be concluded that the use of word cards could improve the 

students’ sentence writing achievement and also their participation. Therefore, the 

English teacher was suggested to use word cards as the media to teach writing. 
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