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ABSTRACT 

Ira \\'ijayanti, 2004, A Descriptive Study on the Students· Ability in Comprehending 
Short Stories from Characters 
Thes1s, English Education Program, Language and 1\rt Department, Faculty of teacher 
training and Education, Jember University. 
Consultants · (I) The first consultant : Ora. llj . Wl\vid. lstianah, MKcs. MEd 

(2) The second consultant : Ora. Siti Sundari. MA 
Ke~ ,.,ords: Comprehending Short Stories, Characters 

Character is one or the clements in the short stor~, and comrrchcnding short story can 

be done through analyzing it. In relation to the idea above, the objccti\e of this research 

\\<JS Intended to de~cribe the students ' ahll1ty 111 compr~:hem!Jng short story from the 

clwracters There were three k1nds or data collecting methods used test . 1nten 1ew and 

documentation. The research design \\as dcscriptl\C qualitati\C study The rcsrondent 

was determination population method. The number or the respondents was 24 students 

or the tlmd year of the language program of SMU Muhammadiyah 3 .lemher 111 the 

2003t2004 Academic Year. The results of the data analvsis demonstrated that 5°;(> orthe 

students· ability in comprehending short stories from the rlwmcter< re\ dation "as 

classified as excellent. 13,3°o or that \\liS classllicd as good. 24.17"o or that \\<IS 

classified as fair, 37,5°~ ofthat was classified as f~1ir and 20°o of" that \\as classified as 

poor. '1 hus, "it is suggested that the teacher must g1 , ·e more shon stones to the stu<..lcnts 

in order to improve their" ability 111 comprchend111g short stories from the character 

fC\el:l tlOil . 
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