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ABSTRACT 

Muhammad Sugiono, 2002, An Error Analysis in using English Tenses on 
English Sentence Writing of the Second Year Students of SLTP Negeri 7 
Jember in the Academic Year of 2001/2002. 

A Thesis, English Education Program, Language and Arts Department, 
Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Jember university. 
The Consultants: (I) Ora Wiwiek Eko Bindarti , MPd. 

(2) Drs. Budi Setyono, MA. 

Actually, making errors is an inevitable part of the lan!:,JUage learnmg 
process, because the learners cannot learn without first systematically makmg 
errors. The errors arise because of the intluence ofthe students' second or foreign 
language and the students' lack of English rules. The general objective of the 
research was to know the percentage of errors in using English tenses on English 
sentence writing made by the second year students of SL TPN 7 Jember in the 
2001 /2002 academic year. The specific objectives were to know the percentage of 
errors in using the simple present tense, the simple present continuous tense, the 
simple past tense, the simple future tense, and the present perfect tense on English 
sentence writing made by the second year students of SL TPN 7 Jember in the 
2001 /2002 academic year. The sample ofthis research was taken by proportional 
random sampling by lottery. The method of collecting the primary data was test, 
while documentation and interview were used to get supporting data. The 
collected data were analyzed using descriptive quantitative in the percentage. The 
results of the data analysis showed that the students' errors of the use of English 
tenses were low (31.57%). Meanwhile, the students' errors of each component 
were ( 1) low for Simple present tense errors (36.36%), (2) low for Simple present 
continuous tense errors (24.54%), (3) low for Simple past tense errors (32.42%), 
( 4) very low for Simple future tense errors as ( 16.36%) (5) high for Present 
prefect tense errors as (48.18%). Based on the results, English teachers are 
suggested to give the students more examples and exercises mainly about the use 
of present perfect tense in the form of sentences and to give exercises of the uses 
of the other tenses to improve their tenses mastery. 

Key words: Error, English tenses, English sentence writing. 
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1.1. The Background of the Study 

Engltsh, as a means of communication is wide ly spoken all over the! world. It 

plays an important role in many aspects of human life such as in education. 

technology, economics, politics, and many others. 

Constdering the importance of Engl1sh, 1n Indonesia Engl1sh is taught as one 

of a compulsory subjects in Junior lligh School, Senior High School and in some 

universities. Even, based on the 1994 Curriculum, 1t is nO\v offered as a local 

content subject at elementary schools. 

Jn Indonesia, English is considered as a foreibrn language because it is learnt 

after the first language is acquired That is why, in the process of learning E nglish, 

the students usually face many problems. Students usually make a number of 

errors. The errors arise because of the different system between students ' native 

language and the foreign language they learn It is realized that each language has 

its own system that is different from one another, so it is possible for the students 

to make errors and find difficulties in learning a foreign language, or English. 

Dulay et al ( 1982: 138) state that making errors is an inevitable part of the 

language teaming process, because the learners cannot team without first 

systematically making errors. They say: 

" Teachers and mothers who have waged long and patient battles against their 
students' or children ' s ' language errors have come to realize that making 
errors is inevitable part oflearning. People cannot learn language without first 
systematically committing errors". 

Then, Hendrickson ( 1979:3) states that language educators are now prop'osing 

that the language teacher should expect many errors in his/ her students' speech 

and writing, and the foreign language teacher should accept these errors as a 

natural phenomenon integral to the process of second language learning. 

Students in Indonesia who learn English as a foreign language often make 

errors on English tenses. It refers to the writer's experience while doing the 

teaching practice. Those occurred because of students could not understand the 






























































































































































