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ABSTRACT 

Mohammad Alfusyahri. 2002. The Effect of Humor in Reading Texts as 
Teaching Materials on Vocabulary Achievement of the .First Year Students at 
MA Ma'arifBangil in the 2002/2003 Academic Year. 

Thesis, English Education Program, Language and Arts Department, Faculty of 
Teacher Training and Education, Jember University. 

Consultants : 1. Dra. Made Adi Andayani T, MEd. 
2. Drs. I Putu Sukmaantara, MEd. 

This research was the Quasi- Experimental research with Randomized 
Design dealing with teaching vocabulary by using humor in reading texts as 
teaching materials. The problem of this research was: Is there any significant 
effect cf humor in reading texts as teaching materilas on vocabulary 
achievement of the first year students of MA Ma'arif 8angil in the 2002/2003 
academic year? U was intended to know the significant effect of humor in 
reading text as teaching material on vocabulary achievement of the first year 
students at MA Ma'arif Bangil in the 2002/2003 academic year. This study was 
conducted at MA Ma'arif Bangil. The respondents (the experimental group and 
the control group) were taken by using cluster random sampling by lottery from 
the homogenous population of the first year students. The primary data were 
collected by using Vocabulary test that was given to the respondents after the 
treatment. Tbe collected primary data were analyzed by using t-tcst formula 
with the significance level of 5% to know whether or not there was a significant 
effect of humor in reading texts as teaching materials on the students' 
vocabulary achievement. The result of the data analysis showed that the 
statistical value oft-test, 2.53, was higher than the critical value oft-table, 2.00. 
It means that there was a significant effect of humor in reading texts as teaching 
materials on the students' vocabulary achievement. So, the humor in reading 
texts as teaching materials has power to improve students' vocabulary 
achievement. Therefore, the English teacher is suggested to use the humor in 
reading texts as teaching materials, as alternative way, to teach vocabulary. 

Key words: Humor in Reading Text, Vocabulary Achievement. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 . Background of the Study 

Language is an important aspect for human life. lt functions as a means of 

communication. By using a language, people will be able to express their thoughts, 

feelings, ideas and it is the key for getting information and science. 

In the global era, English that is considered as an international language has 

been important that many people want to learn and master English. Tt is used as an 

instrument of communication among people all over the world. It has a very 

important role in many aspects such as education, science and commerce. There is 

also much information and sciences \:vritten in English. Therefore, it is reasonable that 

English becomes an international language. 

ln Indonesia, English is taught as one of the compulsory subjects for SL TP 

and SMU students. It means that English must be taught to the students of SL TP and 

SMU in Indonesia. 

In the 1994 English Curriculum of high schools, it is stated that the teaching 

of English is intended to develop the students' skills in reading, listening, speaking, 

and writing with the emphasis on the reading skill. In the English teach, those skills 

are taught integratedly (Depdikbud, 1999: 2). 

Teachers play an important role in teaching and learning process. Supeno 

(1995: 43& 46) states that the teacher is one of the most important factors in 

education, she or he is a person that must be involved in every educational process. 

Besides, the teacher helps the students learn and guide the educational process to 

achieve the goal of education. For that reason, it is clear that the role of the teacher is 

as a facilitator for the students in serving and helping them gain the goal of the 

education. 

I. {f'-·. I 
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