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ABSTRACT 

lin Nur lnayah, January 2001. A Descriptive Study of Reading Comprehension 
Achievement Using Cloze Test Format at the Second Year Students Of SMUN I 
Pesanggaran in the 2000/2001 Academic Year. 

Thesis, English Program, Language and Arts Department, Faculty of 
Teacher Training and Education, Jember University 
Consultants: I. Ora. Wiwiek Eko Bindarti, MPd 

2. Drs. Sugeng Ariyanto, MA 

Key Words: Descriptive Study, Reading Comprehension, Cloze test Format 

Cloze test is one of the tests used for measuring reading comprehension. 
Unfortunately, language teachers do not always use this test format; whereas, this test 
is very easy to design and score. For this reason, this research was conducted to see 
how the students' reading comprehension achievement using cloze test format was. 
This research was conducted at SMUN I Pesanggaran from 30lh October untill 15lh 
November 2000. The respondents were 52 students which were taken by using 
proportional random sampling. To achieve the research objective, a teacher made test 
was administered to get the main data; while interview and documents were used to 
get the supporting data. To know the test reliability, the try-out was conducted on 4lh 
November 2000 to the students who were not the respondents, by using split-half 
method. Based on the research result, the average score of the students ' reading 
comprehension achievement was in the category of less tlran enouglr (58.96%). In 
detail, most the students ( 61,54%) performed satisfactory in reading comprehension, 
that is respectively in the category of very good ( l ,92% or 1 student), good (26,93% 
or 14 students) and enough (32,69% or 17 students). While the others (38.46%) were 
in the category of less than enough (19,23% or 10 students), bad (13,46% or 7 
students) and very bad (5,77% or 3 students). This means that, it is necessary for the 
teacher to help the students to improve their reading comprehension achievement, by 
giving them more practice in reading and exercises in the form of cloze test format. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Research Background 

English has a very important role in Indonesian educational system. lt is 

regarded as a means for transferring information, relating to the fact that many 

references and scientific books are written in English. Therefore, it has been taught 

as one of the compulsory subjects in junior and senior high schools. 

The objective of learning English is to make the students able to 

communicate either in oral or written form. This means that they should master the 

four major language skills. In the 1994 curriculum (Depdikbud, 1995 :1 0), it is stated 

that" the objective of learning English at general high schools is that, the students will 

acquire reading, listening, speaking and writing skills at 2500 words until 3000 

words". 

foreign language learning puts a great emphasis on the mastery of the learned 

language through reading activities. Those who have a good reading skill might be 

able to get certain information from a reading passage instead of improving their 

grammar, pronunciation and enlarging their vocabulary. This means that teaching and 

learning activities are much devoted for the students' development of reading skill. 

Kristiono and Prihantoro (1996:8) state that "reading is considered to be the most 

important language skill to develop in the classroom because the reading material 

can be constructed in such a way so that the students could practice listening, 

speaking and writing". Unfortunately, it is not easy to construct such a good reading 

material and test that really promotes those language skills. 

Tests of reading come in a wide variety of fonns. Different methodologies, 

theories and techniques have been used in the testing of reading comprehension. As 

Hughes ( 1994:2) states that " language abilities are not easy to measure. All tests need 

time and money to prepare, administer, score and interpret". In additiOn the problem 

of reliability and validity of test can also discriminate the students' achievement in 

reading that goes along with it. 




































