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Reading is the window of the world 

Where there is a will, there is a way 

(proverb) 
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ABSTRACT 

An is Suswarini, January 2001, The lnfluem:e of Top DO\vn Approach on 
Reading Comprehension Achievement of The Third Year Students of Social 
Program ofSMUN I Jogorogo Ngawi in The 1999/2000 Academic Year. 

Thesis, English Program, Language and Art Department, Faculty of 
Teacher Training and Education, Jember Universi ty. 
Consultants: I). Drs. HM Sjakir Hadie, Ks MSA 

2). Drs Budi Setyono, MA 

As one of the language skills, reading is considered as the most important 
skill in learning language. Since reading is important in improving other skills, the 
way to learn it should be improved. Some experts explain about the usefulness of top 
down approach on reading. So in this research, the writer tries to solve the problem"ls 
there any influence of using top down approach on reading Comprehension 
achievement"? Based on the reason, this research aimed to test whether or not there is 
a significant innuence of using Top down Approach on reading comprehension 
achievement of the third year students of social program of SMUN I Jogorogo Nga'' i 
.The data needed in this research were collected by applying the test , the interview, 
and the documentation. The data of the research were analyzed by usi ng t-test. The 
result of data analysis found that in reading comprehension the statistical value was 
higher than critical value. This showed that there is a significant intluence of usmg 
Top down approach on reading comprehension achievement of the third year students 
of SMUN I Jogorogo Ngawi in the 1999/2000 academ ic year. Thus, it is suggested to 
the English teacher to explain top down approach to the students. 

Key Words: Top Down Approach, Reading Comprehension Achievement. 
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1.1 BHckground of the Research 

As a means or communication, English is widely spoken all over the world 

as an tnternationallnnguage. It plays a very important role in many aspect of lire, 

such as in politics, technology, education, commerce and so forth. Especially in 

education, english is regnrded as the lirst foreign language. It is based on the 

decree of Minister of Education and culture no. 096/ 1967 which states that 

English is the first foreign language (Aiwasilah, 1993 : 146). English as a foreign 

language also plays a more important role in Indonesia than the other foreign 

languages such as German, Arabic, Japan, French and Chinese. According to the 

1994 English curriculum for SMU English is a compulsory subject in senior high 

school that functions as an instrument for irnproving the student's capability in 

science, technology, culture and art (Depdikbud, 1993: I) 

In learning English as one for compulsory subject, the students should 

master the four language skills: speaking, listening, reading and writing. Reading 

is considered as the most important skill in learning language, by reading 

someone gets not only information or knowledge but also enjoyment. Meanwhile, 

reading is a key to educational success because every aspect of learning uses 

reading as a major component. Through reading we can enrich our view, provide 

us with varied experience and stimulate our creativity. In short, reading makes us 

to be informative people. Many attempts have been made to improve the student's 

reading ability; however, the facts show that the students still find problems and 

difficulties when trying to get the main point of the text, because they must not 

only comprehend and interpret the text but also remember what they have read. 

Teaching reading to tht:: English foreign language students is a very 

essential part. The teacher should have many experience about teaching reading 

and the teacher should find the effective method in teaching it because there arc 

many methods in teaching reading, such as bottom up, top dovvn, interactive 

approach. Mcneil ( 1991 : 16) argues that reading comprehension is the process of 

using one's existing knowledge (schemata) to interpret text in order to construct 
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