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SUMMARY

The Analysis of Morphological Errors Made by the VIII Grade Students in
Writing a Descriptive Paragraph at SMPN 4 Jember in the 2013/2014 Academic
Year. Yusuf Wibisono, 100210401121; 2014: 85 Pages; English Educational
Program, Language and Arts Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and
Education, Jember Univesity.

English as an international language has influenced the education system in
Indonesia, and Indonesian students have been learning English since they were in
elementary schools or even in kindergartens. English also becomes the compulsory
subject that is used to control the passing and the graduation requirement for the
students in Indonesian. In fact, most of Indonesian students rarely use spoken and
written English outside the classroom. As a result, the students often make some
errors in their speaking or writing. In the case of writing for instance, the students
need well knowledge and hard thinking when they produce words, sentences, and
paragraph at the same time with good English grammatical which is more
complicated than Indonesian grammar. Some errors are made when the students do
not understand well about the English grammar especially in writing. Yet, sometimes
the teacher was not aware about students’ errors that made them make errors
repeatedly because they do not have knowledge to know where the errors are located
in their writing.

This research was a descriptive quantitative research that was limited on the
production of student’s morphological errors made by the VIII grade students in
writing a descriptive paragraph at SMPN 4 Jember. The purpose of this research were
to describe types of morphological errors were made by the second grade students of
SMP 4 Jember, the percentage of each type of morphological errors in writing a
descriptive paragraph made by the VIII grade students of SMP 4 Jember and the most
morphological errors made by the VIII grade students of SMP 4 Jember. The sample

of this research was taken 15% from six classes of VIII grade students, in which each
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classes consists of 28 — 31 students. It was done through proportional random
sampling by using lottery. Thus, the number of the samples taken was 30 students.

There were three ways of data collection method applied in this research.
They were, writing test, interview, and documentation. Furthermore, there were some
steps applied in analyzing the errors in this research: (1) collecting error data, (2)
identifying error data, (3) tabulating the error data, (4) classifying and explaining the
error data, and (5) counting the error data.

The result of the data showed that the VIII grade students of SMPN 4 Jember
in the 2013/2014 academic year made morphological errors in the category of
morphological inflection errors, namely: (1) possessive inflection errors as many as
22 errors (20.00%), (2) plural inflection errors as many as 18 errors (16.36%), (3) the
third person singular verb inflection errors as many as 44 errors (40.00%), (4) present
participle inflection errors as many as 16 errors (14.54%), (5) comparative inflection
errors as many as 1 error (0.90%), (6) superlative inflection errors as many as 1 error
(0.90%), and (7) derivational morpheme errors as many as 8 errors (7.27%). And, the
most morphological error made by the students in their paragraph writing was the
third person singular verb inflection errors as many as 44 errors or 40.00% of the
whole errors.

In addition, it could be said that the students still made some morphological
errors in their descriptive paragraph writing. These errors might happen because the
teacher did not apply appropriate teaching technique during teaching and learning
process at school aside conventional method. Then, the students made errors
repeatedly because they do not have knowledge to know where the errors were
located and finally the students made errors in their writing continually. Therefore,
the English teachers should give the students more practice in writing to develop the
students’ writing skill by applying the structure that has been learned. The teachers
can maximize the use of good facilities provided in the school to give more

interesting and challenging exercises or experiences in writing English to the
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students, such as writing a short story by using multimedia facilities. The teacher can
also give remedial teaching, especially the materials that deal with descriptive writing
and morphological aspect, so that the students can comprehend the material fully and

improve their writing skill.
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