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MOTTO

“Writing comes more easily if you have something to say.”

― Sholem Asch

Means, B., & Lindner, L. 1998. Teaching Writing in Middle School: Tips, Tricks,

and Techniques. Colorado: Teacher Ideas Press.
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SUMMARY

Improving the X-7 Grade Students’ Descriptive Text Writing

Achievement by Using Braindancing-and-Downhilling Technique at MAN 1

Jember in 2013/ 2014 Academic Year; Wawan Nurcahyono, 090210401093;

2014: 123 pages; English Language Study Program, Language and Arts Education

Department, the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Jember University.

This Classroom Action Research was intended to improve the X-7 grade

students’ in writing descriptive text by using braindancing-and-downhilling

technique at MAN 1 Jember in the 2013/2014 Academic Year. Based on the

preliminary study in the form of interview with the English teacher of MAN 1

Jember, it was known that the students of class X-7 had difficulties in writing

texts because they were confused with their writing and grammar. Besides, the

students also did not participate actively in the classroom during the teaching

learning process of writing. Their score of the last English test showed that only

13 on 32 students who got score 75 or higher while the rest did not achieve the

passing grade that was 75. The researcher tried to overcome the problem by using

braindancing-and-downhilling technique in teaching writing descriptive text.

The data collection methods used writing test and the observation in the

form of checklist to get the primary data. The data were analyzed statistically. The

action was implemented in two cycles in order to achieve the criteria of success of

this classroom action research. The first cycle was done in three meetings

including the test. The result of the classroom observation showed that 43.75% in

meeting 1 and 53.125% in meeting 2 of the students were active during the

teaching learning process. It showed that there was improvement of the students’

active participation from meeting 1 to meeting 2, but it had not achieved the target

criteria of success of the research that was 70% or more of the students were

active in the teaching learning process of writing. In addition, the result of the

writing test in the first cycle had not achieved the criteria of success of the

research that was 70% or more the students got 75 or higher in the writing test.

The percentage of the students who got score ≥ 75 was only 18 of 32 students or
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56.25%. Based on the results of the first cycle above, the second cycle was

necessary to be conducted. Some revisions had been made to solve the problems

found in the first cycle. The classroom observation and writing test in the second

cycle showed an improvement. In the classroom observation, the students’ active

participation improved from 68.75% in the first meeting to 81.25% in the second

meeting. The result of writing test revealed that 78.125% of students got score

>75 or higher.

Based on the results, it can be concluded that the actions in the 2nd cycle

had achieved the criteria of success of the research. The results of the first cycle to

the second cycle showed an improvement as well as achieved the criteria of

success. Finally, it can be summarized that the use of braindancing-and-

downhilling technique could improve the X-7 grade students’ descriptive text

writing achievement at MAN 1 Jember.
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