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SUMMARY 

 

“Child Abuse Rooted from Racism in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye”; Iben 

Siena Ade Rachman; 070110101009; 2013; 51 pages; English Department, 

Faculty of Letters, Jember University. 

 

 Child abuse which happens in America, especially for black children is 

inevitable with the inferior position of Afro-American people. Their oppressed 

life including poverty, alcoholic problems and prostitution trigger them to treat 

their children badly. This research discusses the child abuse phenomena described 

in Tony Morrison‟s The Bluest Eye, which is represented through children named 

Pecola, Frieda and young Cholly. They get abused sexually, physically and 

psychologically. This research analyzes kinds of the child abuse as well as its 

causes and effects. The research uses psychological approach since the study takes 

on the psychology of the characters as the subject matter. The theory of child 

abuse by Robin E. Clark and friends is applied in order to explain the phenomena 

of child abuse by analyzing child abuse done by Cholly to Pecola, Henry to Frieda 

and Cholly‟s mother to young Cholly. Racism, discrimination and segregation 

give deep understanding in studying child abuse of black people in the novel. 

Racism leads the black people into oppressed life and bad behavior such as 

alcoholism and prostitution and becomes the root of child abuse. The victims get 

traumatic effects and consequences in their personalities and behavioral 

consequences. 

 

Keywords: Child Abuse, Racism, Black 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Page 

FRONTISPIECE .......................................................................... i 

DEDICATION .......................................................................... ii 

MOTTO ..................................................................................... iii 

DECLARATION .......................................................................... iv 

APPROVAL SHEET ............................................................... v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................... vi 

SUMMARY ..................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ............................................................... viii 

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION 

            1.1 Background of Study .................................................... 1 

1.2 Problems to Discuss .................................................... 2 

1.3 Goals of the Study .................................................... 3 

 

CHAPTER 2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

2.1 Previous Researches .................................................... 4 

2.2 Psychological Approach .................................................... 5 

  2.3 Kinds of Child Abuse .................................................... 5 

         2.3.1 Sexual Abuse .................................................... 6 

         2.3.2 Physical Abuse ................................................... 8 

         2.3.3 Psychological Abuse ....................................... 9 

         2.3.4 Negligence ............................................................... 11 

2.4 Racism as the Root of Child Abuse 

      2.4.1 Slavery, Discrimination, Segregation, and Negative stereotypes 

Suffered by The Blacks in the racist society .................. 13 

      2.4.2 The Effects of Racism as the Cause of Child Abuse........ 16 

a. Past History of Abuse .............................. 16 

b. Alcholic Problems of The Blacks .................... 17 

c. Poverty of The Blacks ............................... 18 



ix 
 

d. Prostitution by The Blacks ................ 19 

2.5 Child Abuse Consequences ........................................ 20 

       2.5.1 Behavioral Consequences ....................................... 20 

       2.5.2 Personality Consequences ....................................... 21 

 

CHAPTER 3. METHOD OF RESEARCH 

3.1 Type of Data ................................................ 23 

      3.2 Data Collection ................................................ 23 

        3.3 Data Analysis ................................................ 24 

 

CHAPTER 4. DISCUSSION 

     4.1 Cholly’s Rape to Pecola .................................... 25 

4.1.1 Cholly‟s Alcoholism .................................... 25 

           4.1.2 Pecola‟s Traumatic Personality ........................ 28 

     4.2 Henry’s Bad Treatment to Frieda ........................ 32 

4.2.1 Prostitution‟s Influence .................................... 32 

4.2.2 Frieda‟s Resistance .................................... 36 

      4.3 Cholly’s Neglecting Parents .................................... 39 

  4.3.1 Cholly‟s Bad Past .................................... 39 

            4.3.2 The Street Man, Cholly .................................... 43 

    4.4 Discrimination and Negative Stereotype Done by The Whites to 

Pecola as a Black Child .................................... 46 

4.4.1 The Whites Standard of Beauty ......................... 46 

4.4.2 Alienation for not Having Blue Eyes ............. 48 

 

CHAPTER 5. Conclusion ...........................................................  50 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ....................................................................  52 

 

 

 

 


