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SUMMARY 

 

Committing Suicide: a Failure in Reaching American Dream Reflected in 

Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman; Anggun Nirmala Safitri, 080110101029; 

2014: 52 pages; English Department Faculty of Letters, Jember University. 

 

 Death of a Salesman is a drama written by Arthur Miller. It tells about the 

suicide as the result of a failure in the attainment of American Dream. American 

Dream, an ethos which says that anything is possible to be attained through hard 

work, fails to be achieved. It is caused by the Great Depression that started in 1929. 

The depression had caused economic disorder which made the dream difficult to 

attain by Americans. Miller pictures the influence of Great Depression through the 

life of a common family, the Loman family. The suffering that is caused by the 

economic declines results in suicide. 

There are three problems to discuss in this thesis. The first is the depictions of 

American Dream pursued by Willy Loman in the Death of a Salesman. The second is 

the cause of Loman’s Suicide in the Death of a Salesman. And the last is how 

Loman’s failure in reaching American Dream leads to suicide. Sociology of 

Literature is used to understand deeper the social condition of the era to get a clear 

description of the social events depicted in the drama. While Durkheim’s theory of 

suicide is used to explain the suicide from sociological perspective. There are three 

steps of the analysis: the first is by identifying the depictions of American Dream 

pursued by Willy Loman. The next is by understanding Loman’s abrupt economic 

transitions from sufficient to insufficient income and unemployment. The last is by 

explaining the suicide as a failure in reaching american dream.  
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The result of study shows that Loman has some desires that he wants to 

realize as the manifestation of American dream. Loman’s desires are represented by 

the dream to become a successful person, the dream to have a more convenient house 

and the dream for his son to become a businessman. However, because of long lasting 

economic crisis which is called Great Depression, his dreams are unable to reach. He 

experiences abrupt financial declines so that he is not able to fulfill his needs as well 

as his dreams. His inability makes him commit suicide to get insurance money for his 

family. 
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