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SUMMARY

Improving Class VII-A Students’ achievement in Writing Descriptive Paragraph
by Using Realia at SMPN 3 Genteng in the 2012/2013 Academic Year; Novi Tria
Hidayati, 08021040401047; 2013: 55 pages, English Education Program, Language
and Arts Education Department, the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education,
Jember University.

It was revealed that all classes of Class VI faced some difficulties in writing.
Class VII-A was the class which got the lowest score among the all classes; there
were only 15 students of 35 students who achieved the standard minimum score. The
problems were they did not know how to develop the idea, lack of vocabulary and
grammar, and less motivation to write. Therefore, this classroom action research was
intended to improve Class VII-A students’ achievement and their participation in
writing descriptive paragraph by using realia. Realiais an object that is brought in the
classroom asteaching aid.

Thus, the researcher and the English teacher agreed to apply realia in teaching
writing of descriptive paragraph to overcome Class VII-A students’ problems. They
also did the action and the observation in turn.

This research was conducted in two cycles. Each cycle covered four stages,
they were: planning of the action, implementation of the action, observation and
evaluation, and reflection of the action. In the first cycle, the action was conducted in
3 meetings. The first two meetings were teaching writing descriptive paragraph by
using realia and at the end of the cycle or in the third meeting, writing test was
conducted to gain the data of the students’ writing achievement of descriptive
paragraph. Then, observation was done by using the observation checklist to observe
the teaching and learning process of writing descriptive text by using realia The
action in the second cycle was conducted mostly the same as the Cycle 1. It consisted
of three meetings, and the end of the cycle was carried out as the writing test. The
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primary and supporting data were also gained from the writing test and classroom
observation.

The result of the observation in the first cycle was revealed that there were
40% (Meeting 1) and 57.14% (Meeting 2) of 35 students categorized as the active
students because they fulfilled at least 3 of 4 indicators as the criteria that the research
was successful. The rest of the students were not actively participated in teaching and
learning process. Most of them were enjoying their activities and it seemed that they
were less motivation to learn English. While, the result of writing test showed that 23
of 35 students (65.71%) could achieve the score more than 75 as the standard
requirement in the school. It means that, the actions in the first cycle did not achieve
the target of the research and must be continued to the next cycle.

Considering to the result in the first cycle, the researcher and the English
teacher discussed together in finding the possible problems and made some revisions
for the next lesson plan that would be applied in Cycle 2. The result of the
observation done in the second cycle was 77.14% (Meeting 1) and 88.57% (Meeting
2) of 35 students were actively involved in the teaching and learning process.
Though, the result of writing test in the Cycle 2 was 85.17% of 35 students
successfully achieved the standard minimum score that is 75. It means that the result
of the observation and writing test in Cycle 2 successfully achieved the target of this
classroom action research. Thus, the research stopped.

Based on the result gained in the both cycle, it could be concluded that the use
of realia as teaching aid in teaching writing of descriptive paragraph could improve
Class VII-A students’ achievement and their active participation. Therefore, it is
suggested for the English teacher to use realia to teach writing or even the other skills
or/and language components. Realia was proved had many advantages as the media
in the teaching and learning process. At last, for the further researcher, the result of
this research could be used as a reference to conduct the similar research or the other

designs of the research.
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