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SUMMARY

“Improving the Fifth Grade Students’ Vocabulary Achievement by Using
Stick Figures at SDN Dawuhan Lor 5 Lumajang in the 2013/2014
Academic Year”, Nike Nufita Sari, 090210401052; 2013: 62; English
Language Education Study Program, Language and Arts Department, Faculty
of Teacher Training and Education, Jember University

Vocabulary plays a key role in learning English for elementary school
because vocabulary is basic for English. In reading, speaking, writing and
listening we need vocabulary to master English. However, many students still
face difficulties in learning vocabulary. Further, based on the preliminary
study that was held on October, 27™ 2012, it showed that the fifth grade
students of SDN Dawuhan Lor 5 Lumajang still had difficulty to improve their
scores in vocabulary. Hence, the variation teaching is needed. One of the
variations in the teaching learning process is stick figures. Stick figures are
simple drawing that have many types for teaching learning process.

The classroom action research with cycle model was applied in this study.
It was intended to improve the fifth grade students’ vocabulary achievement at
SDN Dawuhan Lor 5 Lumajang in the 2013-2014 academic year. The subjects
of the research were the fifth grade students of SDN Dawuhan Lor 5
Lumajang. They were chosen because they still had problems in learning
vocabulary like in memorizing the words or their meaning and they had low
motivation in learning vocabulary so their scores did not achieve the target
score of the school that was 65. The gaps of students’ score in learning
vocabulary were more than 10 point.

This research was done in two cycles in which each cycle covered four
activities as follows: the planning of the action, the implementation of the
action, observation of the action, and reflection of the action. Each cycle had 3
meetings. The first and the second meetings were conducted to teach

vocabulary by using stick figures. Next, the third meeting was held to give
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vocabulary achievement test. The primary data about the students’ vocabulary
achievement were collected by administering the vocabulary achievement test
after the actions given. Observation was used to monitor the process in the
teaching learning process of vocabulary. The results of vocabulary
achievement test and class observation were analyzed statistically. The criteria
used as the main consideration to determine the success of the actions were as
follows: 1) most of the students about 75% actively involved in teaching
learning process and 2) 75% of the students got score at least 65 as the
standard score of SDN Dawuhan Lor 5 Lumajang in the vocabulary
achievement test. Meanwhile, the supporting data were collected by using
interview and documentation.

The result of the observation and students’ vocabulary achievement in the
first cycle did not achieve the target of the research (75%) of the students
actively participated in the teaching learning process of vocabulary and got
score > 65. The average percentage of the students’ active participation in the
first cycle was 68.81%. Moreover, the result of students’ vocabulary
achievement test showed that 29 of 30 students or 58.62% of the students got
score > 65. It means that the percentage of students’ active participation and
vocabulary achievement test did not achieve the target of the research yet.

It might happen because of some problems. They were as follows: the
teacher did not write the word related with the picture, the teacher usually
used full English in the teaching learning process, and the size of pictures
were small. Therefore, the action cycle was continued to the second cycle by
revising some problems that happened in the first cycle. The revisions were
the teacher wrote the word related with the picture so the students could
memorize the word, the teacher used English and Bahasa Indonesia to make
the students understand with the explanation, and the teacher made the stick

figures bigger.
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Having conducted the action in the second cycle the result of class
observations and vocabulary showed improvement. The average percentage of
the students’ active participation in the second cycle was 81.43%. Further, the
result of students’ vocabulary achievement test also reached the standard score
of the research. There were 23 of 29 students or 79.31% of the students got
score 65 or higher. Thus, the result of the students’ active participation and
vocabulary test in the second cycle reached the standard score of the research
that was 75% of students got >65 in the vocabulary achievement test and 75%
of students actively participated in the teaching learning process.

Based on the result above, it could be concluded that the use of stick
figures could improve the students’ vocabulary achievement and their active
participation in the teaching and learning vocabulary of the fifth grade
students at SDN Dawuhan Lor 5 Lumajang in the 2013/2014academic year. It
is suggested that the English teacher can use stick figures as alternative media
in teaching and learning process in order to help students who have difficulties

in learning vocabulary to master their vocabulary.
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