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SUMMARY 

“Comprehending Conversation in the Movie of SpongeBob SquarePants 

2004 by using Speech Act Theory for Foreign Language Learners”; Munfadlilah 

Dwi Lestari, 090210401012; 2014. English Education Program of Language and Arts 

Education Department, the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Jember 

University. 

Comprehending people utterances is essential in communication. That is 

because some words might have different meaning with what is said or written. In 

spoken language, the interpretation of people’s utterances can be seen not only of the 

words uttered, but also other behaviors come in with the uttered words such as by 

organizing other parts of our body in making a movement or the facial expression to 

express our feelings. 

To be able to comprehend spoken utterance sometimes it is not as easy as it 

heard. In saying something, a speaker has an intention which is directed to the hearer. 

Besides, language is not only used to share our feelings or intention but also to do 

action. Thus, the theory of speech act that explains about speaker’s intention in uttering 

words is essential to be learnt especially by students to be able to create a certain 

interpretation by comprehending utterances in a conversation. The conversations used 

to be analyzed in this research are taken from the dialogues in SpongeBob SquarePants 

Movie 2004 that represents a daily life conversation which is suitable for foreign 

learners especially for senior high school students because they are considered having 

enough vocabularies to be able to understand the conversation in the movie. 

The data used in this research were taken from the dialogues in the conversation 

of the characters in SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 2004. The data are in the form of 

utterances uttered by major and minor characters in SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 

2004. 

In analyzing the data, theory comes from J. L. Austin is used because it the first 

theory of speech act proposed. Besides, compared to other theories of speech act, it 
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has clear classification of speech act: locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary 

act, of speech act which are easy to be analysed. 

Based on the result of the analysis, the steps to interpret meaning of the 

utterances by using speech act theory in SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 2004, the 

audience (foreign language learners) can follow these steps: 

1. Finding utterance which is regarded as a speech act. 

2. Finding the intention or the implicit meaning of the utterance. 

3. Analysing the utterance by using felicity conditions of the conversation. 

The findings of the research done revealed that in delivering intention, 

sometimes a speaker states it clearly of what he wanted to say and sometimes he did 

not. In SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 2004, from 11 utterances of 9 data which are 

analysed, 9 utterances are in the form of implicit utterances and 2 of them are in the 

form of explicit utterances. Thus, it can be said that most of the characters delivered 

their intention implicitly by saying words that has a specific intention inside. In 

delivering their intention, some of them are failed to achieve their goal through uttering 

words to the hearer. Some of the participants could not carry out the action implied, 

and sometimes the speakers are failed positioning their selves in a circumstance of the 

conversation that make the utterance misfire or could not achieved to goal of speaker’s 

intention. 
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