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MOTTO

Before we can make kids read what we want them to read, we must make them
want to read.*)

Pictures can demystify the text and increase comprehension.**)



vii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. Praise to be My Lord,

Allah Subhanahu wa ta’ala. Peace and blessing on the final prophet, Muhammad

Shallallahu ‘alaihi wassalam and his family and companions. I wish to express my

highest gratitude to Allah the Almighty for the forgiveness true affection blessing,

health and inspiration provided to me for the completion of the final project.

Besides that, I would give my appreciation to the individuals and institutions who

have given their help during the process of writing so that this thesis is finally

finished. I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the following:

1. The Dean of Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Jember University

2. The head of the Language and Arts Department,

3. All of the dedicated lecturers of the English Department of UNEJ, who

have shared the knowledge and experiences during my study at the English

Department of UNEJ,

4. My first consultant, Dra. Wiwiek Istianah M.Kes. M.Ed. App. Ling, for

giving continuous and careful guidance, indispensable helpful, valuable

suggestions and advice during the writing this final project,

5. Drs. I Putu Sukmaantara, M.Ed as my second consultant who has spent

countless hours correcting this final project in order to make it better,

6. The examination committee,

7. The Principal, the English teachers and the students of class VIII-H of SMP

Negeri 10 Jember for their participation in this research.

Nothing in this world is without blemish, and this final project is no

exception. I realize that this thesis still has mistakes and weaknesses. Therefore, I

accept gratefully every suggestion, criticism, and comment from those who

concern to this thesis.

Jember, 13 November 2013

The writer



viii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

TITLE PAGE ................................................................................................. i

STATEMENT OF THESIS AUTHENTICITY .......................................... ii

CONSULTANTS’ APPROVAL SHEET ..................................................... iii

APPROVAL OF THE EXAMINATION COMMITTEE .......................... iv

DEDICATION................................................................................................ v

MOTTO .......................................................................................................... vi

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................. vii

TABLE OF CONTENTS............................................................................... viii

THE LIST OF APPENDICES ...................................................................... xi

THE LIST OF TABLES AND GRAPHICS ................................................ xii

SUMMARY .................................................................................................... xiii

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Research .................................................................. 1

1.2 The Research Problems .......................................................................... 5

1.3 Objectives of the Research ..................................................................... 6

1.4 Significances of the Research ................................................................. 7

CHAPTER 2. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1 Reading Comprehension Achievement .................................................. 8

2.1.1 Word Comprehension ....................................................................... 10

2.1.2 Sentence Comprehension .................................................................. 15

2.1.3 Paragraph Comprehension ................................................................ 15

2.1.4 Text Comprehension ......................................................................... 15

2.2 Comics ....................................................................................................... 16

2.2.1 Definitions of Comic........................................................................ 16

2.2.2 The Uses of Comic in Language Teaching and Learning................ 21

2.2.3 The Weaknesses of Comic in Language Teaching and Learning Process

of Reading ....................................................................................... 24



ix

2.2.4 Choosing Appropriate Comic in ELT Classroom............................ 25

2.3 Teaching Reading Comprehension Achievement in Junior High School

.......................................................................................................................... 26

2.4 Narrative Text .......................................................................................... 27

2.5 The Procedure of Teaching Reading by Using Comics ........................ 28

2.6 Action Hypothesis .................................................................................... 30

CHAPTER 3. RESEARCH METHOD

3.1 Research Design ....................................................................................... 31

3.2 Area Determination Method ................................................................... 33

3.3 Research Participant Determination Method ....................................... 34

3.4 The Operational Definition of the Key Terms....................................... 35

3.4.1 Comics ............................................................................................. 35

3.4.2 Reading Comprehension Achievement............................................ 35

3.4.3 Students Participation ...................................................................... 35

3.5 Data Collection Method ........................................................................... 36

3.5.1 Primary Data .................................................................................... 36

3.5.2 Supporting Data ............................................................................... 39

3.6 Research Procedures................................................................................ 40

3.6.1 The Planning of the Action.............................................................. 40

3.6.2 The Implementation of the Action .................................................. 41

3.6.3 Observation and Evaluation............................................................. 41

3.6.4 Reflection ........................................................................................ 42

3.6.5 Data Analysis Method ..................................................................... 42

CHAPTER 4. RESARCH RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 The Results of Actions in Cycle 1 ........................................................... 44

4.1.1 The Results of Observation in Cycle 1 ............................................ 45

4.1.2 The Results of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test in Cycle 1 48

4.1.3 The Result of the Reflection in Cycle 1 ........................................... 50

4.2 The Results of the Actions in Cycle 2 ..................................................... 52

4.2.1 The Results of Observation in Cycle 2 ............................................ 53



x

4.2.2 The Results of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test in Cycle 2 56

4.2.3 The Result of the Reflection in Cycle 2 ........................................... 57

4.3 Discussion.................................................................................................. 58

CHAPTER 5. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

5.1 Conclusion................................................................................................. 65

5.2 Suggestions................................................................................................ 65

REFERENCES ............................................................................................... 67

APPENDIXES ................................................................................................ 72



xi

LIST OF APPENDIXES

A. Research Matrix ..................................................................................... 72

B. The Supporting Data Instruments........................................................... 74

C. Research Subjects’ Names...................................................................... 76

D. The Class VIII-H Students’ Previous Score ........................................... 77

E. The Guidelines of Students’ Participation Checklist.............................. 79

F. Lesson Plan Cycle 1 Meeting 1 ............................................................. 81

G. Lesson Plan Cycle 1 Meeting 2 ............................................................. 97

H. Reading Comprehension Test Cycle 1 .................................................. 113

I. Lesson Plan Cycle 2 Meeting 1 ............................................................. 125

J. Lesson Plan Cycle 2 Meeting 2 ............................................................. 139

K. Reading Comprehension Test Cycle 2 .................................................. 155

L. The Result of Observation Checklist in Cycle 1 Meeting 1 ................... 166

M. The Result of Observation Checklist in Cycle 1 Meeting 2 ................... 168

N. The Result of Reading Comprehension Test in Cycle 2......................... 170

O. The Result of Observation Checklist in Cycle 2 Meeting 1 ................... 171

P. The Result of Observation Checklist in Cycle 2 Meeting 2 ................... 173

Q. The Result of Reading Comprehension Test in Cycle 1......................... 175

R. A Letter of Research Permission from the Dean of the Faculty of Teacher

Training and Education .......................................................................... 176

S. A Letter of Research Statement from the Principal of SMP Negeri 10

Jember .................................................................................................... 177



xii

LIST OF TABLES

3.1 Performance Checklist for Students’ Active Participation ..................... 39

4.1 The Result of Observation Indicators in Cycle 1 Meeting 1................... 47

4.2 The Result of the Students’ Participation in Cycle 1 Meeting 1............. 47

4.3 The Result of Students’ Reading Comprehension Achievement Test

Score in Cycle 1 ..................................................................................... 49

4.4 The Result of Observation Indicators in Cycle 1 Meeting 2................... 55

4.5 The Result of the Students’ Participation in Cycle 1 Meeting 2............. 55

4.6 The Result of Students’ Reading Comprehension Achievement Test

Score in Cycle 2 ...................................................................................... 56

LIST OF GRAPHS

4.1 The Improvement of the Students’ Active Participation during the

Teaching Learning Process of Reading .................................................. 59

4.2 The Percentage Result of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test in

Cycle 1 and Cycle 2 ................................................................................ 60



xiii

SUMMARY

Improving the VIII-H Students’ Active Participation and Their Reading

Comprehension Achievement by Using Comics with Story Map at SMP

Negeri 10 Jember; Farah Jalilah, 080210401054; 2008: 66 pages; English

Education Program of Language and Arts Department of the Faculty of Teacher

Training and Education of Jember University.

In accordance with the preliminary study in the form of interview with the

English teacher of SMP Negeri 10 Jember, it was found that the students of class

VIII-H still encountered the problems of comprehending reading text. It was

revealed that the students who reached the minimum score requirement that was

70 were only 14 students or 41.18% of total students in the class. It was caused by

the fact some students lacked vocabulary, had less motivation in reading the

textbooks and test papers, and usually forgot what they have read after reading.

Moreover, the students were not actively participating during the teaching and

learning process of reading.

To overcome the above problem, the researcher used comics as materials

in teaching reading. The researcher chose comics because it can improve students’

reading comprehension achievement as well as their active participation during

teaching and learning process. It is supported by Tiemensema (2009:9) that

comics have the ability to motivate reluctant readers, to make children participate

in reading, to improve reading comprehension because the sequence of pictures

can provide contextual clues to the meaning of the written narrative.

The design of this research was Classroom Action Research with cycles

model. Each cycle consisted of four step 1) planning of the action in which lesson

plans for each meeting were constructed, 2) implementation of the action was

done by applying the lesson plans in the classroom, 3) observation and evaluation

were performed during the teaching and learning process, and 4) analysis and

reflection were carried out after conducting the teaching and learning reading

comprehension by using comics. One cycle was accomplished in three meetings,

two meetings for teaching learning process in which it intended to collect
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students’ active participation data, while one meeting for administering test that

used for obtaining students’ reading comprehension test.

The results of the classroom observation in cycle 1 showed that 59.38% in

meeting 1 and 65.63% in meeting 2 of the students were actively involved in the

teaching learning process. It showed an improvement of the students’ participation

from meeting 1 to meeting 2 although it did not achieve the target requirement of

the research that was 70% or more students who had to actively participating in

teaching learning reading process. Moreover, the result of students’ reading

comprehension test did not achieve the success criteria of this research wherein

70% of the total students had to achieve the standard score requirement of reading

comprehension test that was at least 70 or higher. Meanwhile the percentage of

students who got score ≥ 70 was only 20 students or 58.82% out of 34 students.

Considering the result of the first cycle above, Cycle 2 was necessary to be

conducted to solve the problems found in Cycle 1 by revising some required

aspects. In this cycle, the result of classroom observation and reading

comprehension test showed significant improvement. The observation of the

students’ participation revealed that 70.59% in meeting 1 and 76.47% in meeting

2 of the students actively involved in the teaching learning process. Therefore, the

results of the observation both in meeting 1 and meeting 2 had achieved the target

of this research. Then, the percentage of the students who got score ≥ 70 in the

reading comprehension test was 70.59% of the students. These results indicated

that the action in Cycle 2 had fulfilled the criteria of the success of this research.

Thus, the action research was terminated.

Based on the aforementioned findings in both cycles, it can be concluded

that the use of comics can improve the students’ active participation in teaching

learning process and their reading comprehension achievement. Therefore, it is

suggested to the English teacher to use “Comics” as an alternative text structure in

teaching reading comprehension.
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