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SUMMARY

Improving the Seventh Grade Students’ Participation and Their Achievement in
Writing Descriptive Text through Realia at SMPN 1 Gumukmas-Jember in the
2012/2013 Academic Year; Dyah Safitri Cahyowati; 080210491040; 2013; 43 pages;
English Education Program; Language and Arts Education Department; The Faculty
of Teacher Training and Education; Jember University.

Consultants : 1. Dra. Wiwiek Istianah, M.Kes, M.Ed
2. Drs. Bambang Suharjito, M.Ed
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Based on the preliminary study that was held on 29" January 2013, most
classes of the VII students of SMPN 1 Gumukmas-Jember especially class A faced
some difficulties in writing a text. This was proven by their writing scores. The
document showed that 21 students or 55% of the total number of students got scores
<75 and most of them also had low motivation in learning writing. Only few of the
students were enthusiastic in the teaching learning process of writing.

The classroom action research with cyclical model was applied in this
research because this research was intended to improve class VI1I-A students’ writing
achievement. This research was done collaboratively with the English teacher of class
VIl of SMPN 1 Gumukmas-Jember. It was conducted in class VII-A of SMPN 1
Gumukmas-Jember consisted of 38 students. The observation and the writing test
were the methods that were used in collecting the data. The data were analyzed
quantitatively.

The action was implemented in two cycles in achieving the goal of this
classroom action research. The first cycle was done in three meetings. The results of
the classroom observation showed that in meeting 1, 63.15% of the students were
actively involved in the teaching learning process and in meeting 2, 77.78% of the
students were actively involved in the teaching learning process. This finding showed
that there was an improvement of the students’ participation from meeting 1 to

meeting 2, but it did not achieve the objective of the research that was 75%. Besides,
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the result of the writing in the first cycle also did not achieve the target of the research
that was 75% of the students got 75 or more in the writing test. The percentage of the
students who got score > 75 was only 65.78% of the students.

For those reasons, the second cycle was necessary to be conducted to
solve the problems found in the first cycle. There were some points that were revised
in Cycle 1 to make the results of Cycle 2 meet the target of the research. In cycle 2,
the researcher and the teacher guided the students when writing descriptive text and
used mother tongue more frequently in the explanation. The teacher also gave more
detailed explanation about descriptive text and simple present tense. The process and
product evaluation in the second cycle showed an improvement. The observation of
the students’ participation revealed that 81.08% in meeting 1 and 89.47% in meeting
2 of the students actively involved in the teaching learning process. The results of
observation revealed that the percentage of the students’ active participation
increased 15.79% from cycle 1 to cycle 2. The average result of observation in cycle
1 was 68.42% and in the Cycle 2 was 84.21%. So, the results of the observation both
in meeting 1 and meeting 2 had achieved the goal of this research. In the product
evaluation, the percentage of the students who got score > 75 in the writing test was
84.21% of the students. The results of writing test revealed that the percentage of the
students’ writing test increased 18.43% from cycle 1 to cycle 2. The result of writing
test in cycle 1 was 65.78% and in the Cycle 2 was 84.21%. Based on those results, it
could be concluded that the action in the second cycle was successful because the
results of process and product evaluation achieved the objectives of the research.

Finally, it could be summarized that the use of realia could improve the
students’ participation in teaching learning process and their achievement in writing

descriptive text at SMPN 1 Gumukmas-Jember in the 2012/2013 academic year.
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