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SUMMARY

Improving the Eight Year Students’ Achievement in Writing

Recount Text by Using Picture in series at SMPN 1 Gumukmas in the

2012/2013 Academic Year; Dedi Kurniawan, 060210401296; 2012: 57 pages;

English Education Program, Language and Arts Education Department, the

Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Jember University.

Based on the preliminary study through interviewing the English teacher

of the eighth year students of SMPN 1 Gumukmas, most of the eighth year

students of SMPN 1 Gumukmas, especially class VIII B, faced some difficulties

in writing a text in terms of finding and expressing their ideas and put them into

the right words, phrase, and sentences the English grammatically correct. The

English teacher told that their average score in writing was 60, whereas the

minimum standard requirement score is 70. It means that the students’ writing

achievement is still below the minimum standard requirement score.

The classroom action research by using Picture Series was implemented

in this research because this research was intended to improve the VIII B year

students’ writing achievement and to improve their participation in the teaching

learning process of writing. The research was done collaboratively with the

English teacher of SMPN 1 Gumukmas. The class VIII B of SMPN 1

Gumukmas consists of 38 students. The observation and the writing test were

used to collect the data. The data were analyzed quantitatively.

The action was implemented in two cycles in order to achieve the

objectives of this classroom action research. The first cycle was done in two

meetings and followed by a test. The results of the classroom observation

showed that 57.89% in meeting 1 and 62.06% in meeting 2 of the students were

actively participated during the teaching learning process. It showed that there

was improvement of the students’ active participation but it had not achieved the
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objective of the research that was 70%. In addition, the result of the writing test

in the first cycle had not achieved the criteria of success of the research that was

70% of the students got 65 or more in the writing test. The percentage of the

students who got score ≥ 65 in the first cycle was only 68.4% or 26 of 38

students.

Based on the results of the first cycle above, the second cycle was

conducted. Some revisions dealing with the activities in the classroom had been

made to solve the problems found in the first cycle are explain the steps in using

the technique clearer and involve the students, provide the simple picture in

series, guide the students more intensively, give more explanation on grammar,

and ask the students to bring the dictionary and provide key words related to the

picture in series in the second cycle. The classroom observation and writing test

in the second cycle showed an improvement. In the classroom observation, the

students’ participation showed that 71.05% in meeting 1 and 81.5% in meeting 2

of the students actively participated in the teaching learning process. So, the

result of the observation had achieved the objective of the research. In the

writing test, the percentage of the students who got score ≥ 65 in the writing test

was 76.31% or 29 of 38 students. Based on those results, it could be concluded

that the actions in the second cycle were successful because the results of

classroom observation and writing test achieved the objectives of the research.

Finally, it could be summarized that the use of Picture Series could

improve the VIII B year students’ achievement in writing a recount text and their

active participation in the teaching learning process of writing a recount text at

SMPN 1 Gumukmas .


