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SUMMARY 

 
A Pronunciation Errors Analysis on How to Pronounce the Spelling of ‘th’ 

through a Reading Text. Dwi Nila Irmawati; 050110101053; 2012; 54 pages; 

English Department, Faculty of Letters, Jember University. 

 

Pronunciation is one of features that has to be learnt in the process of learning 

a language. In learning the pronunciation, sometimes the learners face a problem of 

pronunciation errors. The errors of pronunciation may occur due to some factors. One 

of the factors that may interfere is their mother tongues. Concerning the phenomenon, 

this research will focus at revealing the errors of pronunciation on the spelling of ‘th’ 

in English made by the English Department students Faculty of Letters, Jember 

University of Academic Year 2007/2008. The informants are Javanese and Madurese. 

The data are obtained from the chosen samples. They are asked to read a text loudly 

and their voices are recorded. The errors found in the research are then identified and 

analyzed. The research results show that languge transfer and age are commonly 

factors that encourege students to commit errors. The learners produced the errors in 

their ‘th’ pronunciation may be caused by the phonological transfer from the mother 

tounge. Their mother tongues also play a significant role in influencing the students 

to commit pronunciation errors. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

viii 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        Page 

FRONTISPIECE    ..............................................................................................  i 

DEDICATION PAGE    ......................................................................................  ii 

MOTTO    ............................................................................................................  iii 

DECLARATION    ..............................................................................................  iv 

APPROVAL SHEET    .......................................................................................  v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT    ...............................................................................  vi 

SUMMARY  .........................................................................................................  vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS    .................................................................................  viii 

LIST OF TABLE  ................................................................................................  x  

LIST OF APPENDICES ....................................................................................  xi 

 

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1 The Background of the Study ........................................................  1 

1.2 The Problems of the Study .............................................................  3 

1.3 The Scope of the Study ...................................................................  3 

1.4 The Goals of the Study ....................................................................  3 

1.5 The Significance of the Study .........................................................  4 

1.6 The Organization of the Thesis ......................................................  4 

 

CHAPTER 2. THEORETICAL REVIEW  

2.1 Second Language Acquisition ........................................................  6 

2.2 Second Language Learning ............................................................  7 

2.3Error ..................................................................................................  7 

        2.3.1 Theory of Error ......................................................................  7 



 

ix 
 

        2.3.2 The Meaning of Error.............................................................  8 

        2.3.3 The Source of Error ................................................................  10 

2.4Phonetics ...........................................................................................         11 

2.4.1 The Phonetic Transcription ............................................................         12 

2.4.2 The Deviation Possibilities in Pronouncing ‘th’ ............................         14 

 

CHAPTER 3.  METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 

3.1 The Method of Research .................................................................  16 

3.2 Population and Sample of Research ..............................................  16 

3.3 Type of Data ....................................................................................  18 

3.4 Data Collection ................................................................................  18 

        3.4.1Recording ................................................................................  19 

3.5 Data Analysis ...................................................................................  19 

 

CHAPTER 4. RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS 

4.1 Research Results..............................................................................  21 

       4.1.1 The ‘th’ Pronunciation Produced by the Students ..................  22 

       4.1.2 The Number of Pronunciation Errors of ‘th’ 

                Made by the Students ..............................................................  46 

4.2 Factors that may Encourage the Students to Commit Errors ....  49 

       4.2.1 .Language Transfer .................................................................  50 

4.3 The Role of the Students’ Mother Tongues in Influencing 

       the Students to Commit the Errors ..............................................  50 

 

CHAPTER 5. CONCLUSION  

5.1 Conclusion .................................................................................................          52 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................................          54 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..........................................................................................          55 

APPENDICES 



 

x 
 

LIST OF TABLE 

 

 

4.1 The List of the ‘th’ Words in the Text  .........................................................  22 

4.2 The List of the Pronunciation of ‘th’ by English Department  

students Faculty of Letters, Jember University Academic Year 

of 2007/2008 in reading a text ......................................................................  22 

4.3 The List of the Number of each Student’s Errors 

 in Pronouncing the ‘th’ Spelling ...................................................................  46 

4.4 The List of the Total Number of Pronunciation Errors of each [ð] and [θ] 

spelling made by Javanese and Madurese. ....................................................  49 

4.5 The Percentages of the Total Errors by Javanese and Madurese  

 on each spelling of ‘th’ ..................................................................................  49 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

xi 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES  

 

 

1. The chosen text to be read by the Students of English Department,  

Faculty of Letters, Jember University Academic Year 2007/2008 

2. The phonetic transcription of ‘th’ spelling by student 1 

3. The phonetic transcription of ‘th’ spelling by student 2 

4. The phonetic transcription of ‘th’ spelling by student 3 

5. The phonetic transcription of ‘th’ spelling by student 4 

6. The phonetic transcription of ‘th’ spelling by student 5 

7. The phonetic transcription of ‘th’ spelling by student 6 

8. The phonetic transcription of ‘th’ spelling by student 7 

9. The phonetic transcription of ‘th’ spelling by student 8 

10. The phonetic transcription of ‘th’ spelling by student 9 

11. The List of Population 

 
 


