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SUMMARY

Improving the Grade-8 Students’ Reading Comprehensin Achievement
and Participation through STAD Technique at SMP Negri 2 Sukowono
Jember; Dendik Feriandi Sutikno; 050210491115; 4fpages; English Education
Program of Language and Arts Education Department;Faculty of Teacher

Training and Education, Jember University.

According to the result of preliminary study in tfeem of interview with the
English teacher of SMP Negeri 2 Sukowono Jembevrag found that the students of
class VIII-B had difficulties in comprehending ré&agl texts because they lack of
vocabularies and also interest in reading compigban It is because the English
teacher never used any new technique or approaem waching reading to the
students. Besides, the students also lack of gaation in the classroom during the
teaching and learning reading comprehension. Téearehers tried to overcome the
problem by applying STAD Technique. Student Teamhi@eement Division
(STAD) is a model of cooperative learning technigleveloped by Robert Slavin
(1986) which is referred to as student team legrrtechniques. This technique
assigns the students to four or five members atexdgeneous group involving high,
average and low achieving students of diverse gended ethnic background. It
involves question and answer activity among thelestits. So, the students can be

participated well during the teaching and learrpngcess.

The design of this research was classroom actiesareh with cycle model.
The subjects of this research were class VIII-BSMP Negeri 2 Sukowono Jember
that consists of 39 students, in the second sem28@/2010 academic year. The
research target was 75% students got score at 7daand 75% students actively
involved in the teaching and learning reading cahpnsion through STAD
Technique. The actions in cycle covered 1) planwithe action, 2) implementation

of the action, 3) observation and evaluation, ah@malysis and reflection. In the

Xi



planning section, lesson plans for each meetinge wenstructed with the English
teacher. In the implementation section, the lesptans were applied in the
classroom. Then the observation section was donaglthe teaching and learning
process. Finally, the analysis and reflection sectvere done after conducting the

teaching and learning reading comprehension thr&igkD Technique.

The results of this research were as follows: tiuelests’ score in reading
comprehension improved from their previous scoed thias 67 to 72.1 after being
taught reading comprehension through STAD Techniquke first cycle. In the first
meeting in cycle 1, there were 30 students (77%3%f6tudents who were actively
involved in the teaching and learning reading cahpnsion through STAD
Technique. In the second meeting, there were 3#sta or 82% of the students who
were active during the teaching and learning repdomprehension. In the second
cycle, the result of reading comprehension test Was6 (79.48 % of students got
score at least 71). The score was improved frontecychat was 72.1 to 73.56 in
cycle 2. In the first meeting in cycle 2, there &8d students (79.48%) of 39 students
who were actively involved in the teaching and m&ag reading comprehension
through STAD Technique. In the second meetingethesre 33 students or 84.6% of
the students who were actively involved during teaching and learning reading
comprehension. It can be concluded that STAD Teglewas able to improve the
students’ reading comprehension achievement, dsaweheir active participation in

the process of teaching and learning in readingocehension.

Key words: STAD Technique, Students’ ParticipatidReading Comprehension

Achievement
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. INTRODUCTION

In Indonesia, where English is taught as foreignglege, students are
regarded to obtain competences in reading, writipgaking and listening. Various
teaching techniques have been applied such as Xdoatd eaching Learning (CTL)
and Content Based Instruction (CBI), to help stislemchievement the objective of
institution. One of the techniques widely advisede used is cooperative learning
with its seven models. Students are let to leagettter in order to make them more
relax and comfortable. Students Team Achievemewis@n (STAD) was chosen in
this action research as a teaching technique irerotd improve student’s
achievement. Research indicates that the used AD3igs proven useful to improve
students’ learning outcomes.

This chapter presents some aspects consistingadizaund of the research,
problems of the research, operational definitiomsth@ term, objectives of the

research, and significance of the research. Eathspaighlighted respectively.

1.1 Background of the Research

Learning English is an essential part of langu&gening in Indonesia relating
to the fact that the whole education from kindetgiarup to high school level are
studying English. The objective of learning Englishto enable the students to
communicate either in oral or written form. It meahat the students should master
four major language skills. Basically, the skilnsist of listening, speaking, reading
and writing.

Reading is the basic skill in learning English hessaevery teaching learning
activity in English class involves reading activ{grellet, 1996:8). In line with this
idea, Alyousef (2005) defines reading as an intera@rocess between the reader
and the text which leads the reader to compreheypdndormation from the text. The

main target of reading is comprehension. In otherds, when the students read the



text, they are expected to understand its confidrey comprehend the implicit and
explicit information from the text.

Reading is related to reading comprehension. Whattents are reading, they
are doing thinking process by comprehending allvtloeds, phrases, sentences and
paragraphs in order to get the meaning of theasx whole.

There were still many junior high school studentsowhad problems in
comprehending the text. They usually forget whatytihave read after reading.
Consequently, they just waste their energy and toread the text because they do
not catch the information of the text. This happktethe grade-8 students of SMPN
2 Sukowono Jember. After | had interviewed the Ehgteacher, it was found that
the students still faced some problems in readomprehension. It was caused by
lack of vocabularies that made them unable to catghinformation from the text.
So, it was found that the students’ reading comgmsion achievement score was still
under the requirement score of the school. BesitesEnglish teacher never used
any new technique or approach when teaching reddirige students. It made the
students bored in the teaching and learning prodé®sy did not really participate in
the class because the English teacher used monstéachnique which not interests
the students.

Besides, in the preliminary study in the form ofemnview with the English
teacher of SMPN 2 Sukowono which was done on 20,2009, it was revealed
that the second year students of SMPN 2 Sukowapeoslly the class VIII-B, still
faced some problems in reading comprehension. & sl@own by the students’
average score of English that under the score nyatgel of the school. Their
average score was 67, while the standard scorleeo$chool is 71. There was only
around 59% of the students got score 71 in theimgatbmprehension test held by
the English teacher. This kind of problem was cdusg some factors such as the
students were lack of vocabularies and less ppaticin during the teaching and

learning process.



Based on the above problem, the researcher wantedercome this problem
by using a new technique that had never been usduelEnglish teacher before that
was cooperative learning, especially the model tfdéits Team Achievement
Division (STAD).

Student Team Achievement Division (STAD) is a moaél cooperative
learning technique developed by Robert Slavin (J9@&iich is referred to as student
team learning techniques (Scott Armstrong and J€sdmer (1998). Further, he
explains the students are assigned to four orrfieenbers as a heterogeneous group
involving high, average and low achieving studeoitsliverse genders and ethnic
background. The students within the team membet@borate in solving the
material given by the teacher. This technique aldhe students within the team
member to work on the worksheets in pairs, takastwuizzing each other, discuss
problems as a group or use whatever strategies whégh to learn the assigned
material. The team member collaborate each otheplee the problem given with
the purpose all the team member achieve the miggren.

Based on research conducted by Nursih (2000) atPSLT Lumajang in the
1999/2000 academic year, it was found that STADIcomprove the first year
students’ reading comprehension achievement. Theests' result of reading
comprehension test in the first cycle was 81.45amile, the students’ result of
reading comprehension test in the second cycle 90adt was proved that STAD
could improve the students’ reading comprehensichieaement. The result
improved from 61 to 81.45 in the first cycle ane tlesult improved to 90 in the
second cycle. In addition, according to a resebycRrasetyaningsih (2005), a physic
student of The Faculty of Teacher Training and Etina of Jember University who
had done an experimental research related to capetearning, she compared the
effectiveness between STAD model and Group Invastig model (Gl). According
to the research results, it was found that there avaignificant difference between
STAD model and Gl model. The result showed that BTwas more effective than
Gl model. It was proved by the students’ mean sediter being thought by using



STAD and GI model. The percentage of the studestts’e who were taught by using
STAD was 66.68 % and the percentage of the studeatscipation was 88.64 %.
Meanwhile, the percentage of the students’ score wére taught by Gl model was
55.86 % and the percentage of the students’ paation was 70.45 %. Therefore, it
was proved that STAD model was more effective tephn that can be used in
teaching learning activity, both for language teaglor science subject teaching.
Thus, because STAD offers a chance to solve tliests’ problem in learning
English, especially in reading skill, the researchenducted a classroom action
research collaboratively with the English teachgrusing STAD model as the
technique to improve the students’ reading compreioa achievement. The title of
this research wasImproving the Grade-8 Students’ Reading Comprehéms

Achievement and Participation through STAD at SMPNSukowono Jember”

1.2 Problems of the Research
Based on research background, the problem of geareh could be identified
as follows:
1.2.1 How can the use of STAD technique improve gnade-8 students’
reading comprehension achievement of SMPN 2 Sukowember?
1.2.2 How can the use of STAD technique improve gnade-8 students’
participation in the reading comprehension at SMPNSukowono

Jember?

1.3 Objectives of the Research
This classroom action research was intended:
1.3.1 To improve the grade-8 students’ readingmehension achievement of
SMPN 2 Sukowono Jember through STAD technique.
1.3.2 To improve the grade-8 students’ participaticn the reading
comprehension of SMPN 2 Sukowono Jember through C5TA

technique.



1.4 Operational Definitions of the Terms

The term used in this research could be operatiodeafined as follows:

1.4.1 Students Team Achievement Division

Students Team Achievement Division (STAD) refers aogroup of
cooperative learning technique which leads the esttsd within the team
member to collaborate in solving the material giv®nthe teacher. In this
study, STAD was used as the main technigue to ivgptbe students’ reading
comprehension achievement. The procedures of t@gchreading
comprehension through STAD were started by dividheg students into some
groups consisting four to five members. Then thedestits were asked to
discuss the text given with team members. Aftercudising the text, the
individual test was given to the students to knbeirt reading comprehension
achievement.

1.4.2 Reading Comprehension Achievement

Reading comprehension in this research deals whth s$tudents’
achievement (in the form of test) to comprehendghglish word, sentence and
paragraph that were achieved by the grade-8 stsiggnEMPN 2 Sukowono
Jember when they were given a test on reading bé#erg taught by STAD
technique.

1.4.3 Students

In this study, the grade-8 students of SMPN 2 Swaw Jember
especially the class VIII-B became the respondeftshe research. It was
because among the four existing classes of gradee8class VIII-B had the
lowest score in reading comprehension that is Gis Elass consists of 39
students, and was active as in 2009/2010 acadezaic y



1.5 Significance of the Research

The results of this classroom action research wgpected to give important

information for the writer, the English teacherge tetudents and the future

researcher.
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The Writer

The results were useful to increase the writersovdedge and

experience about doing a research which focus enirtiportance of

STAD technique in teaching reading comprehension.

The English Teacher

The result of this research was hopefully bendfasinput information

and an alternative teaching reading technique wy ¥he ones the

English teacher has been using to apply so far.

The Students

The result of the present research was expecteatitease the students’
ability in reading comprehension by working in gosutand to motivate

them to learn English so as to improve their regqdtomprehension

achievement.

Future Researchers

The findings of the research could be used aseaamte or a resource
to conduct a further research by using STAD teamign reading

comprehension or other models of cooperative legriby using a

different research design or methodology.



