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To Err is Human, to Forgive is Divine 

(Anonymous)∗∗∗∗  
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∗ Taken from the Wise Words Book  
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The Use of  the Narra tor ’s  Language as Camouf lage:  A Study on Vladimir  
Nabokov’s Loli ta ,  Baiq i rast i  Melv iana, 000110101049, 2006, 48 pages. 
 
 
 Nabokov’s Lol i ta  is a  book that deals wi th obsessive lust and b loody 
vio lence, sex and murder of ten masked by the beauty o f  the language. One o f  the 
interest ing th ings o f the novel  is the method o f forcing the reader to understand 
the main character through a beaut i fu l  manipulat ion o f language. The language in 
th is novel is used not just mere ly to te l l  a story. I t  has another  funct ion.  I t  is to  
camouflage the reader  o f the novel.  
 This thesis analyzes the words play and the intr igues that the main 
character use to camouf lage his behavior  and his crime. What makes the language 
used by the narrator  a f fects the mind o f the reader and why he uses the narrat ive 
style in wr i t ing his test imonial  are the prob lems that wi l l  d iscussed in this  thesis.  
The scope o f this study is bound only in the structural  analys is because i t  is  an 
exp lorat ion about the l i terary e lements that  mainly bui ld the novel .  They are 
d ict ion,  imagery and po int o f view. Meanwhi le  there are two approaches used in 
th is thesis,  those are formal is t ic and psycho logical  approach. 
   Language is very important in our l ive.  When we meet someone for  the 
f i rs t  t ime, i t  is through language we usual ly guess the character o f the person that  
we ta lked to.  By the language that  he uses we can get our  f i rs t  impression about 
him. The language in th is  thesis is analyzed from its d ic t ion,  imagery and po int o f 
view.  Each o f them has their  own par t  in camouf laging the narrator ’s obsession o f  
nymphet and his faul t  in murder Clare Qui l ty.  The using o f d ict ion,  imagery 
combines wi th the use of f i rst  person narrat ive wi ll  form a certain e f fect to the 
reader.  The narrator  ho lds every important aspect  to s t i r  the reader to what he 
wants.  I t  is to show that he is a nice person. He knows that he is c la imed for  a  
case o f murder .  So he wr i tes his test imonia l  in novel form so he can give more 
dramat ic e f fect in h is story.  He wrote i t  in a ja i l cel l .  But before his cour t  began,  
he was dead. In h is test imony, he draws himsel f as an innocent man that has 
foo led by a l i t t le gir l  who has contaminated wi th American cul ture.  And i t  is more 
touching for  h im to wr i te  i t  in novel form than wr ite i t  in  a formal  form of  a  
test imonial  so  he can touch the reader ’s deep heart.  He hopes the reader as the 
jury o f h is cr ime wi l l  not give their  judgment  object ive ly.  Af ter  they reading the 
story,  he hopes they wi l l  use their  emotion to make a decis ion whether he is gui l ty  
or  not.    
 
 
  
Engl ish Department,  Faculty of  Let ters,  Jember Universi ty .  
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