IMPROVING THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS’ DESCRIPTIVE
PARAGRAPH WRITING ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH REALIA AT
SMP NEGERI 2 LUMAJANG IN THE 2010/2011 ACADEMIC YEAR

THESIS

By
Irma Fahriani Maghfiroh
NIM 050210491168

ENGLISH EDUCATION PROGRAM
LANGUAGE AND ARTS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION
JEMBER UNIVERSITY
2011



IMPROVING THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS’ DESCRIPTIVE
PARAGRAPH WRITING ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH REALIA AT
SMP NEGERI 2 LUMAJANG IN THE 2010/2011 ACADEMIC YEAR

THESIS

By
Irma Fahriani Maghfiroh
NIM 050210491168

ENGLISH EDUCATION PROGRAM
LANGUAGE AND ARTS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION
JEMBER UNIVERSITY
2011



IMPROVING THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS’ DESCRIPTIVE
PARAGRAPH WRITING ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH REALIA AT
SMP NEGERI 2 LUMAJANG IN THE 2010/2011 ACADEMIC YEAR

THESIS

presented to complete the final exam and to fulfill one of the requirements
to finish the English education program (S1) and attain Bachelor of Education

by
Irma Fahriani Maghfiroh
NIM 050210491168

ENGLISH EDUCATION PROGRAM
LANGUAGE AND ARTS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION
JEMBER UNIVERSITY
2011



THESIS

IMPROVING THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS’ DESCRIPTIVE
PARAGRAPH WRITING ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH REALIA AT
SMP NEGERI 2 LUMAJANG IN THE 2010/2011 ACADEMIC YEAR

By
Irma Fahriani Maghfiroh
NIM 05021491168

Consultants

Consultant | . Drs. Bambang Suharjito, M.Ed.

Consultant 11 . Dra. Made Adi Andayani T., M.Ed.



APPROVAL OF THE EXAMINATION COMMMITTEE

The thesis entitled “Improving the Eighth Grade Students’ Descriptive Paragraph

Writing Achievement through Realia at SMP Negeri 2 Lumajang in the

2010/2011 Academic Year” has been tested and approved at:
Day, date : Monday, March 21* 2011

Place

: The Faculty of Teacher Training and Education

Examiners team:
The Chairperson,

Drs. Sugeng Ariyanto, M.A.
NIP 195904121987021001

Member I, Member I,
Dr. Budi Setyono, M.A. Drs. Bambang Suharjito, M.Ed.
NIP 19630717 1990021001 NIP. 196110231989021001
Approve
The Dean,

Drs. H. Imam Muchtar, S.H., M.Hum.
NIP. 19540712 198003 1 005



MOTTO

Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who have been
granted knowledge. And Allah is Well — Acquainted with what you do
(The Holy Quran)



DEDICATION

This thesis is honorably dedicated to:

1. My beloved parents, Muhammad Sholeh and Sri Tatik and my beloved sister,
Khilmatur Rohmah.

2. My beloved husband, Indra Purwanto.

3. My teachers from kindergarten up to university.

4. My almamater, the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, University of

Jember.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

First of all, I would like to thank Allah SWT, the Almighty, who always

leads and provides blessing, mercy and guidance to me so that | am able to finish

the thesis entitled “Improving the Eighth Grade Students’ Descriptive Paragraph

Writing Achievement through Realia at SMP Negeri 2 Lumajang in the
2010/2011 Academic Year”.
I do realize that this thesis would not be finished without the guidance of

the people whom | owe a great deal of support, motivation, and suggestion. |

would like to express my deepest and sincerest gratitude:

1.

The Dean of the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education;

2. The Chairperson of the Language and Arts Education Department;
3. The Chairperson of the English Education;

4,
b

. The first and second consultant, Drs. Bambang Suharjito, M.Ed. and

My academic advisor, Dra. Siti Sundari M.A.

Dra. Made Adi Andayani T., M.Ed. who have guided and helped me to
finish this thesis;

The Principal, the English teacher and the eighth grade students’ of
class Eight E of SMP Negeri 2 Lumajang in the 2010/2011 academic
year who helped me to obtain the research data;

All of my friends, Kiki, Andri, Mbak Endah, Mbak Evi, Tina, and Hani

who always support and motivate me.

Finally, 1 do expect that it will be useful not only for me but also for the

readers. Any criticism and suggestions from the readers for the improvement of

this thesis will be fully appreciated.

Jember, March 2011

Writer



TABLE OF CONTENTS

COVER ..o bbbttt bbb i
T HT LR et I
CONSULTANT’S APPROVAL ..o il
APPROVAL OF THE EXAMINATION COMMITTEE .....ccoceovvvennnn. Y
DEDICATION .ottt bbb %
MOTTO et e e be e be e e be e sne e nbee e Vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .....ocoiiiiiiiiiesiienie et vii
TABLE ORE@ONTENTS Mal.. e L o i e i iy e viii
LISMOERPPENDICES .. amts. O\l ..o . VYL Xi
LIST®FAABNES).... IERF..... 5. .. EEEWN O . Xii
SUMIMARY ........... 0008 ... ey ... L. oG L L Xiv

I. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Research Background ...........cccoceocevieevirninieenie e sieesre s 1
1.2 The Research Problems. ... iiivneesie it Gl dinsetenne e 5
1.3 The Operational Definition of the TErmMSs .........ccccecvevviiiiienieneneee. 5
1.4 The Scope of the ReSearch ... 6
1.5 The Research ODJECHIVES.......cccoeiiveirie e 6
1.5 The Research SignifiCanCe...........ccovvveveiiieie s e 6

Il. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Writing AChIEVEMENT ......ocveiiieiicieceee e 8

2.2 Some Aspects of Writing Achievement..........ccccocvviiiiin e, 9
2.2.1 CONENT ...ttt 9
2.2.2 OrganiZatioN .......cccueieerieiie e see sttt st nte e 10
2.2.3 GIaAMMAL ..c.eieiiieiee et 11
2.2.4 VOCADUIAIY ...t 12

2. 2.5 IMBCNANICS et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeaeeasaeasaeeeesees 14



2.3 REANIA ....eeeece s
2.3.1 The Meaning of Realia ..........ccccoeiiiiiiiiic e,
2.3.2 The Examples of Realia .........ccocooiiiiriiiiiie e

2.3.3 The Advantages of Using Realia as a Teaching Aid in a
(O - 1S5S (010 1o SO UPRRRN

2.4 Descriptive Paragraph .......ccooveiiiiie e

2.5 The Relationship between Realia and Descriptive Paragraph
to the Improvement of the Students” Writing Ability ..........c.ccocvnee.

2.6 ACLION HYPOLNESIS ..ottt

I1l. RESEARCH METHOD
3.1 Resgait Designth. a0 o s oW i e,
3.2 Area Determination Method .........cccoovieeiiiiin i
3.3 Subject Determination Method ............ccocviiiiiiiiiiicieee,
3.4 Data Collection Methods..........ccovvirieieieneie e
34 1\ WHHRGRREST™. ... L. i, AOWRT L
B.4.2 Obseriicion ""s..... M ST T A
3.54Research Priocseiure §.. N . 47 1 0§ ... J. ...
3.5.1 Planning of the ACHION .......cccciiiiiniin i
3.5.2 Implementation of the ACLION ........ccccceevveiievircii e
3.5.3 Observation and Evaluation ............ccccceecverenieiieeieseseess e
3.5.4 Analysis and Reflection of the Action ........cccccveeiviieiieiennns

IV. RESEARCH RESULT AND DISCUSSION
4.1 The Result of the Action in Cycle 1 .......cccoevevviiiiieeiece e
4.1.1 The Result of Observation in Cycle 1 ........ccccoovviieiiiiiiienn
4.1.2 The Result of the Students’ Writing Achievement Test in Cycle

4.2.2 The Result of the Students’ Writing Achievement Test in Cycle

46



4.2.3 The Result of Reflection in Cycle 2 ... 49

4.3 DISCUSSION . e e e eeeeeee ettt 50
V. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

5.1 CONCIUSTON ettt eeanaesansen e 53

5.2 SUQQESTIONS ..vveeiieieciecieee ettt sre e enes 54
REFERENCES

APPENDICES



TABLE OF APPENDICES

Appendices
Research Matrix 1
Interviews Guide 2
Scoring Rubric and Observation Guide for the Students’ Participation 3
Lesson Plan 1 Cycle 1 Meeting 1 4
Lesson Plan 2 Cycle 1 Meeting 2 5
Writing Test 1 Cycle 1 6
Lesson Plan 1 Cycle 2 Meeting 1 7
Lesson Plan 2 Cycle 2 Meeting 2 8
Writing Test 2 Cycle 2 9
The Students’ Names and Previous Score 10
The Students’ Active Participation Cycle 1 Meeting 1 11
The Students’ Active Participation Cycle 1 Meeting 2 12
The Students’ Active Participation Cycle 2 Meeting 1 13
The Students’ Active Participation Cycle 2 Meeting 2 14
The Students” Writing Test Score Given By the Researcher 15
The Students” Writing Test Score Given By the English Teacher 16
The Students’ Writing Test Score Cycle 1 17
The Students’ Writing Test Score Cycle 2 18

The Students” Writing Test Score Recapitulation 19



LIST OF TABLES

Table Names of Tables Page

2.1 The example of a Descriptive Paragraph 21

3.1 The Scoring Criteria 30

3.2 The Category of the Score Level 32

3.3 Observation Checklist 33

4.1 The Results of the Students’ Writing Achievement Test in 39
Cycle 1

4.2 The Classification Table of The Students’ Writing Achievement 41
Test Score in Cycle 1

4.3 The Results of the Students’ Writing Achievement Test in 46
Cycle 2

4.4 The Classification Table of The Students’ Writing Achievement 48
Test Score in Cycle 2

4.5 The Improvement of the Students’ Writing Achievement in 51
Cycle 1 and Cycle 2




SUMMARY

Improving the Eighth Grade Students’ Descriptive Paragraph Writing
Achievement through Realia at SMP Negeri 2 Lumajang in the 2010/2011
Academic Year; Irma Fahriani Maghfiroh, 050210491168; 2011; 57 pages;
English Education Program of Language and Arts Department of the Faculty of

Teacher Training and Education of Jember University.

This Classroom Action Research was intended to improve the eighth grade
students’ descriptive paragraph writing achievement through Realia at SMP
Negeri 2 Lumajang in the 2010/2011 academic year. This research subjects were
the students of class Eight E that was determined purposively, because their
writing achievement score was the lowest among the six existing classes which
was below the standard mastery of English of the school that is 75. It was known
from the result of the preliminary study, the interview, the classroom observation
and the students’ previous writing score. Besides, they also still experienced
difficulties in the areas of vocabularies, tenses or structure masteries, mechanical
skills, organization and content of the paragraph. As a result, they experienced
difficulties in composing writing in English. Finally, both the researcher and the
English teacher agreed to apply realia because this learning media was suitable
and appropriate to overcome the students’ problems in writing.

This research was carried out in two cycles. Each cycle covered the stages
including planning of the action, implementation of the action, classroom
observation and evaluation, and analysis and reflection of the action. These
activities were conducted in each cycle. The first cycle was conducted in three
meetings including the writing test. The data of the students’ writing achievement
were collected through the writing test. Meanwhile, observation was used to
monitor the teaching learning process of writing by using checklist.

The results of the students’ writing achievement in the first cycle showed
that the percentage of the students who got score 75 or more was 54.28%. In
addition, the results of observation in Cycle 1 revealed that only 54.05% out of 37

students actively participated in the teaching learning process of writing by using



realia. The rest of the research subjects (45.94% of 37 students) were passive in
joining the lesson. They were reluctant to ask questions and answer the teacher’s
oral questions. Besides, some students did not pay much attention to the lesson;
some students tend to talk to their friends and making any noise. Based on those
results, it could be concluded that the action done in the first cycle was not
successful yet. Therefore, the actions were continued to the second cycle by
revising the lesson plans in the first cycle by considering the students’ weaknesses
and errors they made on the writing test in the first cycle. In Cycle 2, the
researcher showed another realia and gave more explanation about descriptive
paragraph including its elements (generic structure and lexico grammatical
features) and its example. Besides, the researcher gave them more opportunities to
ask questions. The results of the students’ writing achievement test in the second
cycle showed that 85.29% out of 34 students got score 75 or more. It improved
from 54.28% in Cycle 1 to 85.29% in Cycle 2. Besides, there was also an
improvement on the percentage of the students’ active participation in the
teaching and learning process of descriptive paragraph writing by using realia. It
improved from 54.05%in Cycle 1 to 81.08% in Cycle 2. It means that both the
students’ writing test and the students’ active participation in the teaching and
learning process of writing by using realia improved in the second cycle and
fulfilled the success criteria of this research. Thus, the action research was ended.
Based on the results above, it could be concluded that the use of realia in
the teaching learning process of descriptive paragraph writing could improve the
students’ writing achievement in two cycles. Then, it is suggested to the English
teacher and the students to apply realia as an alternative media in teaching and or
practicing writing. It is due to the fact that realia could improve the students’
descriptive paragraph writing achievement. At last, for the future researcher, this
research could be used as references to conduct further research dealing with the
same or different aspects of the English skills, research area, or research design in
other schools to develop the quality of the teaching learning process of writing.



CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents background of the research, problem of the
research, operational definition of the terms, scope of the research, objectives of the

research, and significance of the research.

1.1 Background of the Research

English is an international language that plays an important role in
communication. It is used by most people from different nations around the world.
In Indonesia, English has become one of the most important foreign languages
learned by students at schools. It has been taught from elementary schools up to
universities. It means that English is the most widespread language in the world.

As stated in the Institutional Level Curriculum / Kurikulum Tingkat
Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP 2006), “one of the objectives of teaching English in
junior high schools is to develop the communicative competency, both spoken and
written to reach the level of functional literacy” (Depdiknas, 2006:278). It means
that to achieve this goal, the four language skills, namely: listening, speaking,
reading, and writing as well as the three components, that is grammar, vocabulary,
and pronunciation should be taught effectively in order that students can master
English well. In addition, in writing skill, it is also stated in the Institutional Level
Curriculum / Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP 2006) that the
standard competence of writing is “expressing the meaning of written functional
texts and short simple essays in the form of descriptive and recount to interact
with the social environment” while the basic competence is “expressing the
meaning and the rhetorical steps of short and simple essays in the written form by

using various written language accurately, fluently and acceptably to interact with



