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SUMMARY

Improving Class II Social 2 Students’ Speaking Ability_through Folktales at SMA
Negeri Tempeh in the 2011/2012 Academic Year, AguStinvTri Hidayat, 040210401270;
36 pages; English Language Education study Program of Language and Art Department
of Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of'lember University.

Speaking is a very important skill beeause it is used to produce and express ideas,
feelings and thoughts in the target langtiage. Based on the preliminary study done by the
researcher on October 12 in the ferm=of interview with one of the English teachers of
SMA Negeri Tempeh, it was khewn that‘the result of the speaking test has get“been
satisfactory yet, especiallysin.elass II Social 2. Based on the students’ previousrscore, the
mean score of the stadents spcaking test could not achieve the criterton of ‘score
requirement (KKM=70). The mean score was 67.4. Additionally, the Students tended to
get bored in learning speaking: Most of them have the same problém*in prenuriciation.

@onsidering,the condition above, this research was undertaken to overcome the
problemnof the students by using folktales as a materialffor teaching speaking. Folktales
belong to stories. It has different characteristics with*othefistories. It is an interesting
story and. usually teaches us about the way tgrsurvivesinvour life. Teaching speaking
throughsfolktales is very motivating, challenging, and‘great fun for the students. Folktales
can allow the students to be creative and*imaginative. It is a great way to express their
thinking freely.

This Classroom ActionResearch (CAR) with cycle model was applied in this
research. The action was intended,to improve the second grade students’ speaking ability
through folktales. Thig’classroofaction research was conducted in one cycle, the cycle
covered four jmain stage§ _sof activities namely; preparation of the action, the
implementation “of the¢ ‘action, class observation and evaluation, data analysis and
reflection of the actioni. Then, the cycle was conducted in three meetings. Two meetings
for the actions and one meeting for the test. The primary data about the students’
speaking ability were gained from the speaking test that was done after the actions in
each cycle and classroom observation was performed. Meanwhile, the supporting data

were gathered from interview and documentation.
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From the result of students’ speaking test score in the cycle one, it was known that
the mean score was 72.4. The result showed that the mean score of the students’ speaking
test increased from 67.4 (students’ previous mean score) t @ Besides, the students’
activeness in the teaching and learning process of spe also improved from 72% in
the first meeting to 84% in the second meeting. s, the percentage of students’
activeness in the teaching and learning process @eaking through folktales achieved the
targeted percentage of > 75%. 0

Based on the results above, it c@\m or@&d that the use of folktales could
increase the students speaking al{@and t &dents’ participation in the teaching
learning process of speaking. n, it & ggested to the English teach use @

folktales as an alternative ial in o@to improve the students’ speaking ejlity silcjo
the folktales could f@ e th ts to speak more in an interestin&y. T%the

students would b%tivat their learning. 60 Q‘
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