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The use of punctuation and capitalization in wgtis important, because it
make the readers understand the meaning of paragmapectly. Therefore, it is
important for the students to master them. Thiglysia quantitative research on the
students’ ability in using punctuation and cap#afion in descriptive paragraph
writing at the grade VIII of SMPN 13 Jember. Theldem of the study is “How is
the students’ ability in using punctuation and taation in descriptive paragraph
writing at the grade VIII of SMPN 13 Jember?” Thesearch objective was to
describe the students’ ability in using punctuatéord capitalization in descriptive
paragraph writing especially on the use capitabmat full stop, comma, and
qguotation mark. In determining the number of pgtats, the cluster random
sampling was applied after knowing the populatiaese homogenous. The number
of participants was 42 students (Class B). To collehe data, interview,
documentation, and test were used. The observatsnconducted three times; first,
consulting to the English teacher concern with tdeeching technique, second was

interrupting the number of the grade VIII partiaipathird was asking to the English



teacher about the problem faced by the studenteaming English especially in
teaching punctuation and capitalization. The objedtest in the form of completion
was used to collect the primary data dealing with students’ ability in using
punctuation and capitalization in descriptive paagd writing in the form of scores.
Interview and documentation were used to obtairstigporting data. The collecting
primary data were analyzed quantitatively by ugdegcentage formula. The results
of data analysis were described to answer the m&sgaroblem. In details, the
students’ ability in using punctuation and capgaiion in descriptive paragraph
writing in the category of poor was six student4,29%) participants, good was 12
students (28,57%) participants, excellent was sidents (14,29%) participants, and
fair was eighteen students (42,85%) participankeréfore, it is suggested that, the
students’ ability in using punctuation and capgaiion in descriptive paragraph
writing needs to be improved by giving poor and fudents remedial teaching and

giving enrichment material to the good and excékgudents.
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