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MOTTO:MOTTO:MOTTO:MOTTO:    

                                                        

And (hath made me) dutiful toward her who bore me, and hath no made 

me arrogant, unblest (The Holy Koran, Maryam:32). 
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ABSTRACT  

 
Lily Owens’ Search for Her Mother’s Figure in Sue Monk Kidd’s The Secret 
Life of Bees; H.N. Rilawati Wahidah; 030110101014; 2008; 45 pages; English 
Department, Faculty of Letters, Jember University. 
 
In this novel Lily Owens searches her mother’s figure. There are factual backgrounds 
of her search, the ways of her search and the outcomes of her search. The purpose of 
this study is to analyze those three aspects. The analysis is conducted by using 
inductive method to make a precise and chronological analysis. It also uses 
psychological approach in exploring the thesis. The analysis reveals that the factual 
background of Lily Owens’ search is first, the lost of her mother. She has lost her 
mother since she was four years old so that she does not know exactly how she is. 
Second is the father’s bad treatment to her so that she longs for her mother whom she 
expects can protect her from her father if she is still alive. Third is her father’s bad 
image about her mother. Her father says that Lily’s mother has left her behind so that 
Lily tries to find the truth about her mother. Lily also uses some ways to search for 
her mother’s figure such as the search of her mother’s past memory and her escape 
from the house. With these ways she expects she can find her mother’s figure. The 
outcome of her search is the finding of her mother’s figure. After struggling to find 
her mother’s figure, finally she can find it. She not only finds her mother’s figure but 
finds new mothers and new happy family as well.   
 
 
Keywords: search, mother’s figure 
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