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SUMMARY 

 

An Analysis on the Use of Smileys and Text-based Emoticons in Yahoo! 
Messenger as Chat Register, Daning Festarisa, 040110101045, English Department, 
Faculty of Letters, Jember University, 2008. 
 

This thesis analyzes the usage of smileys and text-based emoticons in Yahoo! 
Messenger. The data are gained from chatting texts and questionnaires of 100 
chatters. As a study of language in society, the theory of register is needed because 
this kind of language is only used in chatting community. To analyze the data, the 
theory of sign stated by Saussure is needed. The type of research is field research. 
The data are collected from chatting texts and questionnaires of 100 chatters and then 
interpret the findings. As a result, 73 chatters choose to use smileys, 24 chatters 
choose to use text-based emoticons, and the rest choose not to use both of the icons.  
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