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SUMMARY

The Correlation between Vocabulary Achievement and Reading Comprehension
Achievement of the Eighth Grade Students at SMPN 4 Jember in the
2012/2013Academic Year ; Aris Mahmudi, 070210401109; 2013: 48 pages; English
Education Program of Language and Arts Education Department, the Faculty of

Teacher Training and Education, Jember University.

English is as a foreign language in Indonesia. It is one of the compulsory
subjects in Junior High School. One of the purposes of teaching English, especially in
reading skill is that the students are able to understand the text written in English. To
achieve this purpose, the students need to master vocabulary in order to understand
the text. Whereas in fact, the unfamiliar words in the reading text are often confronted
by the students in Junior High School. Most of them have difficulty in getting the
meaning of individual words in context. As a result, the students who lack of
vocabulary will have difficulty in reading comprehension. Meanwhile, the students
who have sufficient vocabulary are easy to comprehend the reading text.

This research was conducted to investigate whether or not there is a
significant correlation between the vocabulary achievement and reading
comprehension achievement of the eighth grade students at SMPN 4 Jember in the
2012/2013 Academic Year. The research design was correlational research. The
research area was SMPN 4 Jember which was chosen purposively. The population of
this research was the eighth grade students of SMPN 4 in the 2012/2013 academic
year, excluding the superior class (8A) that consists of six classes and to determine
the respondents of the research, cluster random sampling by lottery was applied after
analyzing the English score of Ulangan Akhir Semester I (UAS) from all classes of
the eighth grade students excluding the superior class by using Analysis of Variance
(ANOVA). Based on the result of ANOVA, the population of the research was

homogenous; so that one class could be taken as the research respondents, which was

viii



from 8D. The primary data of this research were collected from vocabulary and
reading comprehension achievement test, while the supporting data were obtained
trough interview and documentation. The vocabulary achievement test was in the
form of multiple choice which covered large vocabulary (nouns, verbs, adjectives and
adverbs) and some aspects of small vocabulary (prepositions, conjunctions, pronouns
and articles). Furthermore, the reading comprehension achievement test was in the
form of multiple choice which covered comprehending word meaning,
comprehending sentence meaning, comprehending paragraph meaning, and
comprehending text meaning. The kind of reading text was descriptive text and
recount text. The result of analysis by using Product Moment Correlation showed that
the coefficient correlation (rcy) (0.870) was higher than ryp (0.361) at significant
level of 5%. It means that the null hypothesis (H,) formulated: “there is no correlation
between vocabulary achievement and reading comprehension achievement of the
eighth grade students at SMPN 4 Jember in the 2012/2013 academic year” was
rejected. On the other hand, the alternative hypothesis (H,) formulated: “there is a
significant correlation between vocabulary achievement and reading comprehension
achievement of the eighth grade students at SMPN 4 Jember in the 2012/2013
academic year” was accepted.

The research results proved that there is a significant correlation between
vocabulary achievement and reading comprehension achievement of the eighth grade
students at SMPN 4 Jember in the 2012/2013 academic year. By mastering sufficient

vocabulary, it helps the students to comprehend the reading text better.
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