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ABSTRACT
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Descriptive Paragraph.

Thesis, English Education Program, Language and Bducation Department of
the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education efttmiversity of Jember.

The Consultants . |.  Dra. Siti Sundari, MA.
II. Dra. Made Adi Andayani. T ME.d
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The problem of this research were (1) what typsyotactical errors made by
the second year students of MAN 2 Jember in thed/ 2005 academic year in
writing a descriptive paragraph, (2) what is thecpatage of each type of
syntactical errors made by the second year studeMIAN 2 Jember in the
2004/2005 academic year in writing a descriptiveageaph. The objectives of this
research were to describe the types and to dedstwbpercentage of each type of
the syntactical errors made by the second yeaestacbf MAN 2 Jember in the
2004/2005 academic year in their descriptive wgitihhe samples of this research
were 42 students which were taken by proporticaatiom sampling by lottery (15
% of the population from 6 classes). The methodadtecting the main data was
Descriptive writing test, and the methods usedcfatecting the supporting data
were interview, and documentation. The collectednnmtata were analyzed by
applying descriptive quantitative method. By analgzthe students’ data and
consulting the results of the data analysis, it feamd that the percentage and the
category of the students’ errors of each componesite as follows (1) the
percentage of articles errors (a, an, the) wasumed22, 67%); (2) the percentage
of preposition errors was medium (23, 26%); (3¢ percentage of word order was
high (37, 5%); (4) the percentage of subject vegleament was low (16, 57%).
Based on the results, it is suggested that theigEngeacher to improve the
students’ Syntactical mastery and their writindlski
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[. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

English is considered as an international languagé becomes the most
important language in the world at the present tikgea means of communication,
English is widely spoken around the world, with of@ur hundred native speakers
and roughly the same number who speak it as a detamguage (Barber,
1995:236). Crystal (1992) in Toolan (1997:8) adust tEnglish is now a mother
tongue or a first language for a dozen nations amodind four hundred million
speakers. It becomes a second language for and8@emillion speakers and is
spoken by around one billion speakers as a se@mglidge. In Indonesia, English
is learned as a compulsory subject for the elemmgstanool up to the university. It
is a foreign language and the process of learrsngone after the students have
acquired Indonesian. As stated in the Basic CoQrstine of the 2004 English
Competency Based Curriculum for Senior High Schabis objectives of studying
English are as follows: (1) to improve the studembmmunication ability in
English, both oral and written forms, and (2) topmve the students’
understanding of the relationship between languatgk culture and extends the
cultural knowledge. Then, the students have craistal knowledge.

Realizing the important role of learning Englishe tstudents are required to
master four language skills, namely listening, Bpep reading, and writing. It
means that English is used both in oral or wrifiems. The students in Senior
High School are expected to master English. Relatetie English skills, writing
are considered the most difficult one, because nséunyents may get good marks
in English speaking test, but when they are askedrite they make many errors
(Hughey, 1983:38). Dealing with the writing skilriting is closely related to the
reading skill. It means the English writing mustdrammatically correct, in order
to be easily understood by the readers. Strucaima of the language components

cannot be separated with the writing skill. Of g®yrthe writer must be able to



