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MOTTO:

No human race is superior; no religious faith is inferior. All collective

judgments are wrong. Only racists make them.
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ABSTRACT

“The Effects of Racism toward Bernadine’s Marriageand her Love Affair in
Waiting to Exhale” Rosyida Firmani, 010110101128, 2006, 44 pages.

Racism, the belief that one race is superior rdi@n another race, has been
occurred since the first men are created by Goadnaiufirstly socializes only with
another similar physical appearances. This gatgesihich is known later as races
happens in each part of our world, including Ameridmerica, which is used to be
popular as New World, has been attracting manysracetaste the beauty of this
virgin island. Unfortunately, the Black race, orferaces who came to America, did
not arrive as citizen but as the slaves of WhiteeAoa. Afterwards, even the slavery
was abolished two hundred years ago, today, thekBlare still threatened racist by
American society. Terry McMillan, as one of theddavomen authors tries to raise
this social problems and inspires her to wiM#iting To Exhaleln Waiting to
Exhale, the readers are presented the story of four AvaerBlack Women'’s life in
1992 which is fulfilled by their love story, thdhiendship, and racial treatments that
happens to them.

This thesis will analyze about the effects of satitoward Bernadine’s
marriage, one of main character in this novel, aed love affair afterward. The
problems that will be discussed in this thesis tare racism influences Bernadine
family’s life then how racism gives effects to Badmne’'s marriage and her love
affair. To avoid the complex discussion, this teesi limited only to Bernadine’s
character, especially to her marriage and her &ffer. Meanwhile, there are two
approaches which are used in this thesis, thosd&syehological and Sociological
approach.

Waiting to Exhaleis a story about American Black Women'’s life in929
Bernadine Harris as one of the main characterfisfriovel plays as a house wife
who has been abandoned by her husband for a wHitdahn Harris has a stereotype
of himself that in American society the white rasehe best race among the others.
He believes that if he wants to be a part of thieenshould change his life into white
also. Since that time, John’'s life changes into té/hifestyle, even the way he
manages his family’s life. Furthermore, he decigeseplace his Black’s wife with a
white woman. Those racial actions gives negatifecef in Bernadine’s life. Her
marriage runs into divorce, her children gets sudfed, even Bernadine herself traps
into a forbidden love affair.

Through the novel, it can be seen that racism tdvlze Blacks still exists in
America until this recent times.

English Department, Faculty of Letters, Jemben@rsity.
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