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ABSTRACT

The Impact of Racial Atmosphere toward Lily’s Attitude in Black
Community in Sue Monk Kidd’s The Secret Life of Bees

The belief that one race is superior than therathees, has been accused
since the first men are created by God. Humanfissicializes only with similar
physical appearances. This gathering which is kntater as races happens, in
each part of our world, including America. Amerigaich is used to be popular
as a new world has been attracting many raceste the beauty of this Island. It
is why American is called as an Island that is ilgdanown or called “melting
pot”. Unfortunately, the Black race, one of rackattcame to America, did not
arrive as citizen but as the slaves of white AnaaridAfterwards, even the slavery
was abolished in two hundred years ago in factBleeks are still threatened
racist by American society. Sue Monk Kidd as thateviwoman author tries to
raise the problem of racism in America and inspiressto writeThe Secret Life of
Bees She describes the racial atmosphere between $Blanll Whites toward
Lily’s attitude, the main character of this noveldaas the white girl who lives in
Black Community, in South Carolina. Kidd arguestthat all of the white people
have the same opinion toward black people, espe@hbut their races. lithe
Secret Life of Beeghe readers presents the story of white girl whoiggles
toward her father’s desire to hate Blacks.

This thesis will analyze about the impact of ra@mosphere toward
Lily’s attitude, one of the main characters in thassel, and about the effects of it.
The problems that will be discussed in this theses how the racial atmosphere
influences Lily’s attitude then and how the attdudauses the effects in Black
community, especially in Boatwright’s family. To@ud the complex discussion,
this thesis is limited only in Lily’s character,pegially toward her attitude and it
effects before and after lily's confession. Mearehthere are three approaches
which are used in this thesis; those are Histor@pproach, Psychological
approach, and Sociological approach.

This thesis consists of five chapters. The fitepater is the introduction of
the thesis. The second chapter informs the biograptsue Monk Kidd and her
works. The third chapter discusses about the mgaofithe terms and the fourth
chapter tells about the analysis. The last chapferms the conclusion of all
discussions in this thesis.

Keywords : RacismThe Secret Life Of Bees
English Department, Faculty of Letters, Jember ©rsity.

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Grateful praise to Allah SWT who has bestowed Hés&ing upon me so
that | can finish my study; | also thank Him forvigig me the strength and
knowledge to finish this thesis.

Secondly, the best praise to Muhammad SAW who giwes many
inspirations and ideas by his honesty so that Iftash my thesis and get a new
lesson.

My sincere gratitude goes to my beloved parentsl fam indebted to
them. Their love, patience, tenderness, cares awer+ending supports have
given me the power to accomplish my study.

| gratefully thank my first and second advisorsaDvieilia Adiana, M.Pd
and Drs. Eko Suwargono, for the patience in adgisind guiding me to find the
answers to the problems | encounter in writing hmsts. | am also to thank to the
member of my Examination Committee, especially tatheir participation and
giving me the chance to complete my study by wgitims thesis.

My sincere gratitude also for the people who hawetributed and helped
me to complete my thesis; they are:

a. The lectures of the English Department the Facaftyetters who

have given me the important and valuable knowledge.

b. All officials of Faculty of Letters, the Librariarsf Faculty of Letters
and central Library, Jember University, | thanknthior helping me to
find the important data and many other reference=et.

c. My lovely friends, Celoel, Anney, Dean, Moel Nifhdithe others who
can not be mention one by one, thank you for sladireof great
memories and accompanied me both in happinessaaimng ss.

d. My classmates the 2003, who have supported methgihfriendship.

e. All of my friends in Boarding House thank you fteetspirit.

This thesis will never finish to its completion watut their contribution.

Jember, August, 2007 Astri Nurmala

vii



THE IMPACT OF RACIAL ATMOSPHERE TOWARD LILY’S
ATTITUDE IN BLACK COMMUNITY IN SUE MONK KIDD'S

THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES

TABLE OF CONTENTS

FRONTPRIECE ...t [
DEDICATION PAGE ... e e i
MOTTO ottt e e e e e e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e s e enrnnnnneeeaaaeaens Iii
DECLARATION o e e e e iv
APPROVAL SHEET ..ot v
AB ST R A T e e Vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS oot viii
CHAPTER | - INTRODUCTION
1.1 The Rationale ............coovvvviiiiiiiiieeeee 1
1.2 The Problem t0 DiSCUSS ..............ummmmmneeeeeeeeienenes 3
1.3 The Scope of the Study ...........oviicceeme e, 3
1.4 The Approach to USe .........ccoovviiiimmcceiiiiee 4
1.5 The Methods of Analysis ..........ccoicceeevieeeiennnnnn. 5
1.6 The Goals of the Study ..........covvvmreceieiiiee, 6
1.7 The Organization of the Thesis .......comeeeeveen.. 6
CHAPTER Il : THE BIOGRAPHY OF SUE MONK KIDD AND THE

CHAPTER 1lI

SYNOPSIS OF THE NOVEL
2.1 The Biography of Sue Monk Kidd ........comeeees 7
2.2 The Synopsis of the Secret Life of Bees.............. 10

: THE MEANING OF THE TERMS

3.1 The Meaning of Impact ............ccocvceeeemiiiiiiiieeenns 13
3.2 The Meaning of Racial Atmosphere ......ev.... 13

viii



3.3 The Meaning of Attitude ...........ccovvemeeeriiiiiiieeees 15
3.4 The Meaning of Black Community ...........comm..... 17
CHAPTER IV : THE IMPACT OF RACIAL ATMOSPHERE TOWARD
LILY'S ATTITUDE IN BLACK COMMUNITY IN SUE
MONK KIDD’S THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES

4.1 The Brief Historical Background 6Fhe Secret Life
Of BEES ..t 19

4.1.1 The Ideas of RaciSm ...............commmmnreeeeennn. 26
4.1.2 The White People’s Attitude toward Black

COMMUNILY oo 28
4.2 The Causes of Lily’s Attitude as The ImpacReacial
AIMOSPNEIE ... 31
421 T.RaAY'S ANQEI ..oivviiiiiiiiiii e vmmeme e 31
4.2.2 Lily’s Desire to get Information about Her
Mother, Deborah ..., 33
4.2.3 Injustice Treatment from Her Father ......... 35
4.3 The Effects of Lily’s Attitude toward Black
COMMUNILY .eeevieecee e e 36

4.3.1 Changing Black Community Assumption ..37
4.3.1.1 Before Lily’s Confession................. 38
4.3.1.2 After Lily’'s Confession ...........eu... 39

4.4.2 Changing Zachary Taylor's Opinion ......... 41
4.4.2.1 Before Lily’'s Confession ................ 42
4.4.2.2 After Lily’'s Confession ...........e... 43

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION ... 44
BIBLIOGRAPHY



