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SUMMARY

An Analysis of Mitchell Y. Mcdeere’s Dilemmatic Decision Making in John
Grisham’s The Firm; Evi Faridhatur Rohmah; 080110101064; 2011; 43 Pages; The
English Department, Faculty of Letters, Jember University.

This thesis studies on dilemmatic decision making in John Grisham's The
Firm because the main character of the novel has a dilemmatic problem, a situation
requiring a choice between equally objectionable alternatives in one's life. Grisham
presents Mitchell as being trapped in a dilemma from which he hasto choose to build
career in Bendini firm or to snare it by cooperation with FBI agent. On the other
word, he has to decide whether he leaves his firm or not. In making a decision, he is
motivated by safety needs which based on his interest. Thus, it is paramount
important to recognize Mitchell’s suspicion of the firm's condition in order to
understand how he later builds his choice. Besides, there will be some discussions
concerning why the main character gets dilemma, what the effects and how he faces
his problem which brings him into a dilemmatic situation. This thesis uses
psychological approach which can be used to explain fictitious character. Besides,
this thesis also uses library research and inductive method as the method of analysis.

The analysis shows that the main character, Mitchell Y. Mcdeere faces two
difficult choices which make him confused which ore is the best for his life. In this
thesis, the discovery of the previous dead partners is used as the background and the
oppression of FBI Director is the only factor that leads him into dilemma. After
considering the choices, Mitchell finally decides to snare the firm by cooperation with
an agent in order to get protection. Further, Mitchell’s problem is more difficult to
solve since the people of the firm catch him walking together with FBI and sadly his
cooperation is leaked. Mitchell’ s dilemma gives some effects to himself, personin the
firm and FBI agent. At last, Mitchell is able to overcome his fear and any kinds of
threats after he makes video deposition and lives in Primitive Island in Caribbean that
he considers comfortable.
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From the analysis, it can be concluded that people can solve their problems
and fulfill their needs which have been through, however they try hard to find the
way out. In addition, it is hard for people to make up their mind to do something.
People who want to decide one of the two, they should think carefully since they
cannot avoid the consequence of each choice. In this case, the main character of the
novel is trapped in a bad position, but he fights hard to fulfill his safety needs. As a
result, he is successful on both snaring the law firm and staying alive in Primitive
little Island peacefully.

Vii



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to God, Allah SWT, the most
merciful and the most benevolence. By means of his blessing, | am able to finish this
thesis, even though | have found many difficulties and obstacles in the course of
composing it.

| realize that this thesis has not slipped away from carelessness, hastiness, and
mistakes. Therefore, | will whole heartedly accept any suggestion, critic, and
additional information to develop and improve this thesis. However, this thesis is a
reflection of spirit which gives individual pride for me, because writing this thesis is
the beginning of a long course toward the future.

In this opportunity, | would like to express my thanks to:

1. Drs. Syamsul Anam, M. A, Dean of Faculty of Letters, and Drs. Moch Ilham,

M. Si, The Head of English Department, who have given me the permission to

start writing thisthesis;

2. Dra. Hj. MeiliaAdiana, M. Pd, who has full heart to be my first consultant;

3. Erna Cahyawati, S.S, M. Hum, who has given her time patiently to be my
second consultant;

4. All lectures of English Department; who has taught me good and useful
knowledge during my long academic years;

5. The librarians of university and faculty library; who has given me a chance to
make use of the available facilities;

6. All of my beloved friends in English Department who | cannot mention one
by one. Thank you for giving me support and favor;

Finally, may Allah SWT bless them all for their sincerity and endow them
with the proper virtue. At last | do hope this thesis may give beneficial and valuable
contribution for those who concern with literature.

Jember, June 15, 2011 Writer

vili



TABLE OF CONTENTS

(0] 011153 o=
DediCAlION PAGE ...ttt e e
1Y/ o1 (o S PP
3= 0d = =4 o o

11The RAiONale ..o e e e
1.2 The problems to diSCUSS .......ovvueiiniriie e e
1.3TheGoalsof theStudy .......coooviiiiiiii e
1.4TheMethod of AnalysiS ......ooviiiiie i e e,
CHAPTERII. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ...
2.1 Literary REVIEW ..ottt e e e e e e
2.2 Maslow's Hierarchy of HumanNeeds Theory ....................
2.2.1 ThePhysiological Needs ............ccoeiiiiiiiiiinnnn,
222TheSafety Needs .......cccooiiiiiiiiii i,
2.2.3 The Belongingnessand LoveNeeds ......................
224 TheSelf-EsteemNeeds .......coovviiiiiiiiiiiie e,
2.2.5The Self-ActualizationNeeds ............cccovvivinnn.n.
CHAPTERII1l. AN ANALYSISOF MITCHELL Y. MCDEERE'S
DILEMMATIC DECISION MAKING IN JOHN

GRISHAM'STHE FIRM.......coiiii i
3.1  The Secrecy of the Law Firmas the Background ..............
3.2  TheOppressionof FBI Director asthe Factor Leading to
Mitchell’ sDilemma .........coieiii i

Vil

©® N U g W W R e X

e =
N B B S

14
14

19



3.3  The Effectsof Mitchell Y. Mcdeere’sDilemma ............

3.3.1 TheConflict toward himself .............................
3.3.2 TheConflict against Other Characters ...................

a The Conflict against Devasher ..............c.ccovenees
b. The Conflict against FBI Agent ........................
34  TheProblemsolving of Mitchell Y. Mcdeere’s Dilemma....
3.4.1 MakingVideo Deposition ............ccoeeviiiiiiinnnn.
3.4.2 Living inPrimitive Little Island in Caribbean...........
CHAPTERIV. CONCLUSION

BIBLIOGRAPHY ot e e e e

24
24
31
31
33

35
38
43
Xi

Xiii



