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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Rationale

Laterature: #z a product of creative process of mind is a reflection of human
life, and 1if= is the basic essence of literalure. An author creates a literary work
in erder to be enjoyed, understood, and read by readers, By reading a literary
work like a poetry, drama or novel, readers are nat only gelling amuosement but
also moral teachings.

According to Hudson, “Literatire 18 2 vital record of what men have seen in
life, what they have axperience of it, whal they have thought and felf about thoge
aspects of it which have the most inmediale and enduring inlerest of all of us
(1960:10)" Dased on the previous statement, literature cannot be separated from
Lty fiafie.

Literature is also simply another way we can experience the world around us
through cur imagination {Jopes, 1968:1). Therefore, throueh litermy works, we
cun ebserve and analyze the experiznce und behavier of humun being

Novel as a kind of literary work beside poetry and drama has some elements
auch us u tittle, plot, teeme, point of view, characterization, condlicl, ete. In this
thesis, the writer tries to discuss about conflicts, especially the pevchological
comdlicts faced by tha main charaster in Conrad's novel entitled Lord Jirm,
because they almost requently happeny in buman life, included Jim's life, 1f
paychological conflict carmot be solved, its influsnce can bring people into
dilemma, struggle and despair. Iu such cases, the problems of solving 2 conflict
can be reduced if a person is uble to find the way out. Thos, if he els that Life is
full of troubles, it makes him unable to enjoy his life happily.

Lavd Jim, anovel written by Joseph Conrad in 1900 porrays the events of

peyehalogicul contlicts that we possible to cecur in one’s 1ife, where 4 man has
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to face problews sl cause psychological conilict, and in Lord Jiw, the
peychologieal conflict of Lord Jim as the main character is clearly illustratod,
Based on the reason above this thesis entitled “A Study on the Causes and
Effects of the Main Character’s Psychological Conflicts in Joseph Conrad®s

Loard Jim®,

L2 The M'roblem to Discuss

Reading i literary work like a novel wiil enrich the readers®s view of lifa, It
cant give mnusemenl and woral Yeaching to thewr By lewrning some churucters
erealed by the author, readers will be able 1o sharpen their feeling and lead them
to undersland about the cliaructers’s conflicts, Readers will inderstand as well
how the churacters cope with the conflicts and what kind of conflicls that hiappzn
ter the them,

Joseph Conrad digplaved several kinds of character’s condlicts through his
nevel Lord Jim. The idea of the novel is simple enough but it is considered as 2
great one. The novel telly aboul a young man named Jim who fices many
experiences and problems ol |ife, ITe experiences peychologival contlicts which
udluence the way of solving them. The conflicts, especially the cauger and

effects we interesting to discuss in this thesis,

1.3 The Scope vl Siudy

The lunitation of the disvusyion veeds to be uchieved a beller understandiag of
the topic, The focus of the thesis will be on the causes of Jim's pavchological
confliets especially the external causes and the internal causes, and the effects of
it upon Jie's life und his surroundings during his lifstime it bring him into

trugic life,
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be Approach to Use

A certain approach is necessary to use in the analysis of the datd and fo get a
clenr discussion and detailed explanation that deal with the problem. The
epprovch noed Ly this thesin ju the paychological spproach,

According to Seott, there are thres applications of peychological knowledge
to wrt; it coneeme with erealive process, the study of the 1ife of the nuthor uy
meang alundersiunding their erte, and to explain fictitious characters (1962: T72).
From the three mpplications, the moal suitable wgproech ia the third one becamse
thig theais will divcuss aboul the main character’s peychological conflicts,

To suppart the unalysis, sociological study is used becange eVEry rmam is
invelved in big social Jife. There ig a Hok that relates him whit hi aociely, 1t

meang that a person cannot be separeted from hig swroundings.

L3 Hypothesis

The kyphothesis ef the thesis is Jim, the main character of ard Jim who
fiscces many peychologicnl conflicts is gravely struck by his conflicts. He is not
able Lo cope will all of the problews Dal case e wental conflicts 1o happen,
The writer wants Lo proove it to the reader whether or not it happened.

1.6 The Method of Analysis

The mathod of analysis is deductive method and it explaing the materials
reughly. IL is followed by sewrching the detuils aboul the causes aud ellzels of the
mental conflicts which are related to the definition of the terms. The deductive
method is used because this method is a way of muking a conclusion from general
understanding or events to specific ancs (Hadi, 1986: 36).
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1.7 The Goals of Study -

The main goal of thia study is to appreciate Conrad’s works especially Lord
Jirm, a greal novel with a great simple idea

There are some purposes of writing the theals such as o increase the
understanding of literary work, to present a precise deacription sbouwt
pevchologicel eontlicts and to study abouy the conses and effects of the
pevchological condlicle The other purpose is to enrich the writer’s lmowledge
ubout literatre Finally, the writer hopoes this study will be worthwhile for
herse]land the veaders who are interested in Joseph Cowrad's works, especially
Lord Jim.

1.3 The Stncture of the Thesis

This thesis is divided into five chapters. Chapter One containe the
itroduction. It expresses and states the idea of the writer, Chapter Two concerus
with the biography of Joseph Conrad snd the synopsis of Zord Jim Chapter
Three deale with the meaning of the lerme, and in this chapter the readers gel
wlormation aboul e meaning of wain character, coutlict and paychological
conflicts. Chapter Four or the main discussion of this thesis deals with the
analysis of the main character’s peychological conflicts, included the cuuses and
elfects of the conflicts, Chapter Five is the last chaptor of the thesis, it deals with

the conclusione of al] discussions.
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CHAPTER II
THE BIOGRAPHY OF JOSEPH CONRAD
ANLY THE SYNOPSIS OF LORD JIM

1.1 The Biography of Joseph Conrad

Joweph Conred wes bem Teodor Jozef Kowrad Korzeniowski on December 3, 1857,
the only child of Apollo and Evaling Korzeniowski, a patriotic Polish couple of the
Ukraine. The father wus esteemed as a poet and & man of letters in Poland, his native
land. The mother was a woll-born lady with o keen mind snd Grail health,

When Conrad was five, tus father was arrested for revolutionary plots against the
Russians and exiled to northern Russia. His mother divd from the hardship of prison
lifi three years later.

Conrad's father sent bim back to his mothers brother for caring and educating him.
His father lived only for fowr yesrs. Conrad had been g weuk child, and all through his
Life he worried about his health He received a good education, and on a trip through
Switzerland und Italy with his tutor he decided to make the sen his career.

Ad the age of sevenleen, he forsook Poland e had suffered much from e Tisssizmn
overlord. He reached Marseilles in October 1874, and foor the next twenty years he
gailed the seven geas i manv ships, most of them sailing vessels.

He left Marseilles in April 1878 and first saw England in June that year o well. Ha
wan hwenty-one years old and he did not know anything about English He signed ona
ahip, The Ehmmier of the Sea, und made six vovages between Lowestoft and
Newcastle, He reached Singapore for the first time in 1883, Here he picked up the
slory of Jeddah, which he aflerward made his plot for Lord Jine, althowgh he did not
begin the book unli] 1898,

Two of Conrad booke, Adirror of the Sea und Meper of the Mareirsus, describe hig

Il during Lis twenty vears ul sea He became o naturalized Britigh citizen in August
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1880, Laler i the swne year he eaned his Masters certificate and that year be began (o
wite his first story, The Black Mate.

Conraid spent only eighteen months as a captun of his own vessel; then ho rosigned
L relwn bo Eoglaud. Aller his, e wenl W Allica and alinost lost his 1ife i Congo,
Here he found the story recerded in Heart of Derdness. Then he made two voyages to
Australia and on l.ha.sa::nnd of hig vovages. be allowed another person to see some of
s writing-the first chapters of Almiagvers Folly,

He left the sea-lifs in 1894, and his first book, A'mayers Folly, was sold o a
publisher that year, From 1895 to his death, hie adventures conter aroimd his fictionel
waorlse,

In May | 898 he began lo write Lord Jim, lis twelfth work of fiction. Although it
wits ot fnishad yel, il began to appeay in The Blackwoods Magazine in 1899, Cowrad
completed it in 1900, Conrad died on August 3, 1924, at the age of BIXtY-BEVEIL

2.2 The Synopsis of Lord Jinm

Thie story introduces its hero, Lord Tim, a water-clerk for a firm of ship-chandlers
who has lost his identity and evervoue knows him simply as Jim. Jim, born and reared
in an English parsona home, decides to make the sea his carcer and enters a training
ship for officers of the merchant marine.

A lew Lime laler, an injury from a fulling spar puts Jim in e hospital. On
recovering, he ships as first mate on the Patna, an old iron tramp steamer bound for the
hely places with eight hundreds moslem pilgrims. On a calm dark night in the Arabian
Sea, the Patia nns over seme floating wreckage snd gets badly holed in her forepeak
compartment. The sea is pressing in on the bulkhead where hundreds pilgrims are
sleep, Witk a few life-boats and limited lime, there is not sy possible salvation
Meanwhile, the skipper and other officers struggle to lower a lifeboat. Jim despises

e cowsrdice and refises to help them.
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The squall closes in and the fivst gust of wind its the Pafra, She plunges. Jim is
sure it is her last tremor, so he jumps. Hours of horror follow. The other officers recent
im’s pregence in the lifeboat. They watch the light of the Patnae go out, and Jim hears
the screams of the helpless passengers. He is alisost ready to tuow himself overboard
and swim back. Befors sundown of the following day, the ship Avoadele picks up the
Four men and ten davs later delivers them o an easlern port.

A Urench man-of~war hag discovered the Patna listing badly, and has towed her
inte Aden. Jim must face the official inquiry alone. He ingists tha! there was not a
ciiance i a million that the Patra could survive. At the inquiry Marlow enters the
REOILD.

Hecanse of e interest, Marlow attends the mquiry and tries to discover why Jim
bias showu such weakness, A sleange and drapalic cirewnstance brings Marlow and
Tim together for the first time, Fimally Marlow wviles Jun to have dinner at Malabar
House, and Jim relates lns story.

The inguiry ends. Jim loses his certificate, and Marlow invites him to his hotol
rooim Marlow linds a job tor em, who does well and pleases his employer. Someons
hias brougit up the Para’s affair when he has done has new job and Jim cannot andure
il Under such circumstances, Jim leaves one job te another witil every person knows
about hig story,

Mauwlow finally confides Jim's problewms to Stein, & line old wader with a fabulous
buttertly collection. Stein suggests that he is better going to Patusun, an isolated
cormunity in & native state. This offer delights Jim whoo feels that now he will bury
hig past mud not anyone will ever find him out. Stein gives Jim a silver ring, as a
symbol of eternal frendship between him and Doramin, chief of the Bugis Malays in
Palusan,

Jim govs to Patusan and he is captured by Tunglm Allang’s men, but finally he can
escape to Doramin’s village where by the ring he 18 welcomed and protected,

Dovanun's sow, Dain Wals, 16 u sboug, wielligont youth sboul Jin's age. They work
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logather to put down the vandalisn of Sheriff Ali and to bring Tungku Allang under
control. Jim hae changed, because be has loved and trust of all the Malaye, has a noble
andbeloved friend, Dain Waris, and Jewel, who shares and provides the final
Veuwremenl Tor lig rebabililation

Then, again, the outside world enters Jim's ganctuary in the person of Brown, an
Australian renegade who has stolen a ship in Zambounga, he goes along the river to
'atusan. Jim is absent, but the village pe ople under Dain Waris attack the invaders and
drive them to a hillock where they throw up temporary defenses. When Jim returns,
Doramin, Dain Waris, and all the villagers urge bim to destruct the robbers, but Jim
decides to talk to Brown,

Hrown knows his own vile history, He saya Jim has ndden in Patnsan becanse of
Fear. Jun promises Brown wid bis wen a safe conduct down the river. Then Jun makes
a deal to the Malays in which he pledges his own life ag ge curity.

Brown, advised and guided by sneaking Cornelius, loaves as planned but
treacherously fires on a purty of Malaye under Dain Waris. The chiefs son and many
of hie poldiere are killed. Survivors bring Lain Waris body to his father, Doramin, On
the voung man’s hand is e silver ring which Jim had sent Lim ag & pledge of Browns
good futh. Someone takes the ring and holds it up for Doramin to see.

Meanwhile the awtill news has reached Jim. His new life has fallen. The Malays
will never ust hiw agais, but Jin decides to cross e creek wid elunby e Lill (o
Doramin’s villlage, Doramin shoots Jim on the chest. He Hashes a proud and

wnilinching lock on all the Malavs and fille 5t Doramins feet, a hero 15 dead.
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CHAPTER IIT
THE MEANING OF THE TERMS

Betore coming to firther analysis of the thesis, it is necessary to know the meanings
of some ferme applied in i1 The explanation of them is very nseful to help the readers
Lo stideratand the discussion iu e uext chapler, Theae bertng are discussed in (he tyee
sub~chapters. The first sub-chapter consists of the definition of the main character. The
second one defines the meaning of conflict, while the third deals with the definition of

paychelogical conflict.

3.1 The Meaning of Main Character

in this thesis the writer tries to study abont the paychological conflicts faced by Jim
Thus, the meaning of character and main character need to be explained clearly.

According to Abrams, characters are the persond, in a ;.’:rmnntic or narrative work,
endowed with moral and dispositional qualities that are expressed in what they say -
the dialoque - and what they do - the action {1971: 21). From the stalement, characlers
can be explained as the persone in a play or novel who have moral and dispositional
qualitier expressed in their dialogues and aclions.,

In the following quotation, Shaw also has several terms about the meaning, of
character -

This term has several meanings, the most commeon of which is “the ageregate of
traity and features that fonn the nature of some persou o animal " Character alao
refere to moral qualities and sthical standard and principles, In literahure,
character has veveral other specific meanings, notably that of a pergon
represented in a story, uovel, play, ete. (1972: 70-71).

In thig quotation, character involves the aggregate of traits and features, moral
qualities, ethical atsndard and principles of some persons, and in lilerature it means a

pevson portrayed in & story, novel or play.
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We can sev soweone's characteristics from (1) his action, (2) speech, {3) thoughts,
(4) physical appearance, and (5) what others characters say or think of him
(Shaw,1972: T1),

[Lis ¢lewr it the definilion sbove show that chaacler is & person represented in a
slory, novel, or play which 15 supported by moral and dispositional qualities, ethical
slandard sand principles. expressed by his actions, speech or dialoques, thoughts,
physical appearance and what other charactors say or think of him

1t ig better to know the meaning of the main charscter itself 'The word “main
character” consists of two words, ‘'main” and ‘charucter’, In The New Groiier Webster,
main 45 an adjective means principal, chief, or most etminent; foremost in imporiance,
rank, or g1ze (1974 575). The combunation of these two words mesns that main
cliaracter is a person who has wost emineut or importa role represented in a story,

nevel, or play. The main character discussed is Jim who experiences muany problems

which give strong influence in his sttitudes and life,

3.2 The Meaning of Conflict
To get e wewnigg of conflict, Shaw describes the mesiing and the types of il He
alaley:

The vppoeition of persons or forces upon which the action depends in drama and
liction is called conflicl. Drwnatic conflict is the sruggle wliich grows out of he
interplay of opposing forces (ideas, interests, wills) in a plot; conflict may be
termed the material from which a plot is constructed,

Une type of conflict is elemental, or physical: a struggle between man and the
plysieal world. It represents man vorsus forces of nature.

Another type of conflict is soctal: a struggle between man and man. Much
popular fiction ie based on social conflict,

A third kind of conflict is internal. or pychological: a struggle between desires
witlin # person. Exlernal forces may be important and other characlers may
appeared in the narrtive but the focus is always upon the central figure’s imer
il {1972; 91-02),
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[1

The statement above expounds that conflict is a kind of opposition between persons or
forces which sustaing the action in drama and fiction and construct a plot. It is devided
mite three types: the elemental or physical, social, and intermal or prychological
condlicts. The elemental or physical conflict is a conflict which repiesents inan versus
forces of nature, for example the struggle of a man facing & sudden storm. The second is
social contlict which portrays a strugele betwosn man and man, such as & condlict
between two women who love the same man. The third is psychological or internal
conflict which represents a struggle betwesn desire within a person, such as Jim's
contlict in the novel, he foels Nustered whether he jumps from the Paina and lost his
self-respect as a suilor or stays in it with the pilgrims when the ship is going to sink
From the defimtions which explain about contlicts above, e writer concludes that
conflict is a kind of oppuosition, fight, stuggle ol a person or forces which involves
emotions, iiterests or principles, and it is divided into three categories: elemental or

phvsical condlict. social cordlict, and internal or pevechological conflict

3.3 The Meaning of Psychological Conflict

According e Shaw, psychological conflict is u struggle between desire wilhin a
person. In this contliet external forees may be important and other characters mnay
appear i the narrative bt the focus 18 always upon the central figure’s inner turmoil
{1972; 92),

Another defimition about peychological contlict is givan by Jones, He says in it we
find 4 man struggling against himself, his conscience, his guill, or simply trying to
decide what he is going to do (1968: 31),

From the two stalements above, a conclusion ig drawn that psychological contlict is
a stiuggle between desires witlin a persou. Tt exists in a person because of e

existence of some motivations, goals or needs to be achisved, The focus of the struggle
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itsel s one’s problems in life. IFle caonot solve tem, they will disturb and influsnce

hig life and mind. Thus the psychological confliet is an unstable condition within 2

PHEFRON,
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CHAPTER'Y
CONCLUSION

Lveryone s sare lo ondergo peychiological conflict in his life. Priomarily, il happens
whon one has to seleel two or more conllicting choices. In such gituation, one has fo
dotermune his choiee and take any risk whatever will lappea to him. It also influences
individual"s thoughts and feelings. 1'the conflict is unsolved, it will load ioto an
infensied frustration, a dilemema and despair,

O 18 hoped 1o be respensible for the resolution of any conflicts tat Lie
euperienced, The ways of overcoming the confliet depends on his ability und mental
state o cope it,

Jim as the maincharacter of Lord Jim faces many psychological conflicts, It bogins
when he has 1o decide whether be must stay on the ship, the Pama or jump wnd abandon
it like the other officers when it is going to sink In the lust moment bie Jumps and
abamdons . His jumps Fom the Matma is also his jump into “the eviorlasting deep
bele”, the deep hole of feelmg of guilty, wxiety and mberiority ad he has lost his
cigarivy. He feels thud lig swrounding: will nol Tovgive and will b late bim, so he
decides 1o go to Patusan, an igolated place. He wants to mn avway from the pecple who
know about e wffair,

Apparently, big eflort to run wway from lug gloomy past does not work out, The
shadow of his gurlty conscience still follows him everywhere he goes. His new
surtpundings and new friznds caniot help him to overcome his feeling of guilty becanse
b 15 still haunted by his past and bie cannot forgive himself. The coming of the guler
waorld in his sanctiary alwavs makes him afraid He thinks that it will bring his gloomy
past back mte his new life, Indeed, i 15 only his feeling that is influenced by big guilt
and amely, and it poisons himself i inaking any decisions. The falal decision that le

has taken is his decision of letting the Brown party go frealy. It causes the death of
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55

Dain Waris and inany of the Bugis pe ople, He must redeem it with his de ath, shot by
Droramin, his own Fiznd,

Peyehologieal conflict nur happen to everyone becunse man is weak sand rary Fil|
tle un unguarded moment and so does Jim, He has Tailen into g deep hole of his guilty
feeling that he cannot forgive himself He lives it his past although he has his new [ife
i hiy new sarroundings, His peyeholo gical contlicts lead him into the big changer of
hus Life that ended with bis death, The deuth for getting lns dignity 15 the result of 4l of

the actions and decisions he had done.
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