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PREFACE

The interest of the LOOW conferences held by the English Department of Petra Christian
University has indeed been in the language used in the online and offline world. The first time it
was held in 2010, the conference explored the language used in the online and offline world. In
the following year, 2011, the second LOOW conference was held with the theme “The
Awakening”, realizing that there might be differences in the language used in the online and
offline world. Then, having realized the changes occur in the language used in the online and
offline world, another conference, LOOW 3, was held in 2012 with the theme, “The
Transformation”. In 2014 echoing the freedom of opinion in its theme, “The Latitude”, LOOW 4
re-examined the language trends and practices and offered challenges in teaching.

- This time the:theme taken is “The Amplitude”. As it is conveyed by the word, the
proceedings of LOOW 5 contain papers of a wide range of topics, such as literature, culture,
teaching, rescarch, and business communication. I do hope that thrcugh the cxchange of ideas in
the parallel sessions and through the plenary and featured speakers’ presentations, more ideas
and insights can trigger all the conference participants to have a broader horizon in the res pective
fields and to come up with fresh ideas in our next LOOW conference.

On behalf of the organizing committee, T would like to express my sincere gratitude for
all the plenary and featured speakers, who are willing to share their ideas and knowledge in this
conference. To all the pi-esenters and participants, 1 express my heartfelt gratitude for your
participation in this conference. Without your efforts and interest, it would be impossible to hold
this conference. ~

We wish you a productive conference that will enlighten not only your mind, but also
your heart.

Dr. Julia Eka Rini
Chairperson of the Organizing Committee
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LOOW 5: The Amplitude §
MALL AS A DIGITAL MEDIA IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING: !
FOSTERING STUDENTS’ CREATIVITY .

Eka Wahjuningsih, Universitas Negeri Jember
merrynining@gmail.com

Abstract: The iﬂ':'reasfng- number on the use of mobile technology has been more obvious in the last few
decades. More and more students and teachers have mohile technology which actually can be used in the
teaching and learning process. The use of such a technology in language learning is called as Mobile-Assisted
Language Learning (MALL) which is believed to be able to lead students to master the target language more
gasily and in a fun way because many of them like improving their proficiency if they are provided with
technology inside and outside the classroom. Yet, the usage of MALL in the classroom is not popular yet. There
is only few teacher BEP”ES mobile technology efficiently in the classroom. This article tries to discuss that the
use of iStoryBooks — along with its values- as one of the MALL media can be applied to improve students’
creativity.

Keywords: MALL, creativity

Introduction _ :

In the past decades, the teaching and learning process happened only in a traditional way, in which it was
conducted in a classroom environment in which there was a teacher presenting new knowledge for the
learners by having books and boards in the classroom. This phenomenon was used to be defined as the
context of learning (Beale, 2007; Klopfer, 2008). When it happened, it is quite understandable that teachers
tried to provide the materials (books) in the classrooms. In this case, the materials are made suitable with the
students’ level. Sometimes, it did not cover the authentic materials that actually can enlarge students’
knowledge. It can also be said that teachers did not havé control on what happened to the learners out of the
classroom.

Yet, because of the massive growth of technologies teachers can make the teaching learning process
becomes more complex and adaptable to the available technologies which have made interactional and social-
based approaches happen. The technologies began with the inventions of audio recorders, TV, VCR, and
projectors that can be used to help teaching and learning process. The mare modern ones are computer and
internet which provide possibilities to conduct teaching and learning process :both inside and outside the /
classroom. & '

The presence of internet creates some new terms such as -, Onlines, Ubiquitous-, Personalized-,
Virtual- for learning (Pachler & Cook, 2010). Furthermore, the vast development of technologies also
introduces portable and personal devices such as mobile phones, digital audio players and personal digital
assistances (PDA). Almost all people including students have such a device. This is supported by Sesame
Workshop (2007) which states that over 50% of the children have a cell phone, 30% have a portable game
player, and 20% have a digital music player {https://www.slideshare.net). Very often, students have more than
one device which is used for different functions. In that link Garg (2012) also states that the number of mobile
devices worldwide exceeds the nu;;}1ber of PCs and that by 2015, more than half of US workers access Weh
mostly via mohile devices.

These devices create new concept and view of learning which is called as Mobile Learning or M-
learning (Bachmair, Pachler, & Cook, 2009]. This term has the understanding that the |earning‘pmcess can he
y happen across multiple contexts, through social and content
s, Dealing with this term, Sharples et.al (2009:2) state that M-
rtual worlds, creating learning communities between people
supporting a lifetime of learning. It can be concluded that in
term of learning, M learning is used by using personal electronic dEVi‘fes and is conducted in a mobile way
between those who are in real world and the materials provided in the virtual wjvorlds.. . .

Nowadays, the increasing number of mobile learning pmducts_and its service which cc.nnsl.st of new
content which can be used in the teaching and learning process ‘and its vast number of applications have
treated exciting situation in learning something from the agpﬂcatmns. fhll these phenomena are Icommr:.lnh,r
tonducted by using cellular telephones, | pad or | pod. Thus, it can be said that those types of mobile devices
have been significantly useful in this digital of technology era because they meet the needs of the society. In

done in a mobile way which means that it ma
interactions by using personal electroric device
learning helps linking people in real world and vi
on the move, providing expertise on demand, and
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‘other terms, the society can also use their digital devices in term of education, not Oﬂ;‘:‘ fﬂf zs::;:?r:ca;:ag]i:v
. doing phone calls, or sending messages by using short message service [SMQ or for oing Kl deEices fog
~ with the social media that they have. Instead, they can use the ap?l;icatlc.ms in their mobi E
enlarging their knowledge. That is why it is said that it is useful in term of learning.

Furthermore, dealing with thase mabile devices, wireless and portable feat.ures have also been very
beneficial because of its borderless communication in terms of time and distance. This IT:iEEI“;S th_at they can be
used to access the information from many different places in‘a very short time. In this wa‘v*‘lt CFEEHEES the
traditional classroom teaching and learning process to the technological-based one so that it is said that the
mobile devices give inflirence in the modern education'world. It also gives new term for our students. E—ecat.jse
of the vast growth and popularity of such devices it is then said that “digital native” students have occupied
the university (Zur and Zur, 2011), T

M-Learning

It is said above that most devices used in M-learning contexts are mobile phones, PDAs, and audio pl.a:,'ers
(Chinnery, 2006). Kress and Pachler (2007) states that those devices have specific characteristic and functions
but the growth in mobile phone technology has covered other devices function in some extents that make
them multi functional. It is alse said that they are technologically convergence devices because of having the
ability to cover other devices functions.

In addition, Kress and Pachler (2007) also state that young people are very familiar with mobile
phones. It is because of the fact that mobile phones are cheaper and more available than other technological
devices such as laptops or desk top computers. This candition makes it possible that some students have more
than one mabile phone. Therefore, the curriculum developers including teachers have the possibility to use
them in educational environments. In term of this thing, Kukulska-Hulme & Shield (2008) and Traxler (2009)
state that mobile phones support not only the transmission and delivery of multimedia content but also the

materials that contain discourse that can become the topic of discussion, especially because they provide real-
time situation, voice, text and also multimedia. i

The Definition of Mobile Learning
The first thing that the experts did dealing with mobile learning is exploring the context of mobhile learning
itself. It is said that in term of educational activity, Mobile learning makes sense only when people.use the
technology which is fully mobile. Besides, the users of the technology should alss be mobile while they learn.
This becomes the emphasis of Mobility of learning and the significance of the term “mobile learning”.

However, there is still some dispute amongst industry advocates in how mobile

defined: in terms of devices and technologies; in terms of the mobility of learners and the
and in terms of the learners’ experience of learning with mobile devices.
Some researchers and educators view mabile learning as the immediate descendant of e-learning such as what
Pinkwart, et al. (2003) state that e-learning is ‘learning supported by digital “electronic” tools and media’, and
by analogy, mobile learning is ‘e learning that uses mobile devices and wireless transmission’. Furthermore,
Quinn (2000) defined it earlier that mobile learning is simply learning that takes place with the help of mobile
devices, or the intersection of mobile computing (the application of small, portable, and wireless computing
and communication devices) and e-learning {learning facilitated and supported through the use of infarmation
and communications technology). In addition Turunen et al. (2003) view mobile devices as a medium to give
assitance in combining work, study and leisure time in meaningful ways,

Dealing with this term, Traxler (2007) and other advocates of
as wireless and digital devices and technologies, generally produced fo
she participates in higher education. Meanwhile, others define mobile
learners and t.h? Mobility of Ie:‘:lming, along with I?arne-rs' experience as they learn by means of mabile
devices. Thus, it is clear that the important terms dealing with mobile learning are mobility and learning

In tl"us case, rnobl_llty reff:r‘s tu_thg capab|l|t|e§ of Fhe t:echnologv in terms of the physical contexts and
the students’ activities while participating in the learning situation. It also refers to the learners’ behavior whil
using the technology to learn. Thus, according to Traxler (2007) mabile learning is not about ’mob.[a,‘”ur wyhe
‘learning’ as previously understood, but part of a nely mobile conception of society”. Theref, : l e’ or about
that research and reflections on mobile learning shoulg stimulate multidiscipli.nar il ‘"?E‘?“"d
thinking and methods in education. ¥ and interdisciplinary

Yet, in this digital era, Mobile learning is alsp
content on personal pocket devices such as PDAs, s

learning should be
mobility of learning,

&

mobile learning define mn:rbile*tearning
r the public, used by a learner_as he ar
learning by emphasizing the maobility of

said to be the ability to obtain Or provide educational
martphones and mobile phones. In this case, what is

i
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considered as educational contept are digital learning assets which can be in the form of content or media
made available on 2 personal device.,

Mobile-Assisted Language Learning

mahmoud Al Saidi (2013 in his slide stated that Moabile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL) is 2n approach to
language learning that is assisted or enhanced through the use of handheld mobile devices. It is 3 merging
language teaching methodology which can effectively integrate listening, reading and speaking a-:t!-xit[e;.vThus
by applying MALL in the classroom, teachers can ask the students to listen to something while reading
particular passage and after that they can have spezking activities dealing with what they have listered to and
read. It is also said to be able to develop students’ academic study, critical thinking and research skills, It is due
to the fact that, example, by listening to something from their mobile device, students can share their opinion
about the content of the text so that they become more cr;tical,

MALL s ideal for language learners who want to have fun by learning English. In term of the device, 23
it is mentioned in the earlier part, Mobile phone is superior to a computer in portability — that is wihy it
becomes popular among the English language learners. Professionally developed materials can be delivered
through mobile phones to improve English language learners' vocabulary acquisition znd critical thinking skills.
In some other cases, students can read the definitions of words, sentences, improve gronunciation skills, and
develop their thinking skills through quizzes because there are so many useful IMALL software and references
available and updatzahble online.

Why Mobile-Assisted Language Learning?

Thére are some reasons why MALL is considered to be sble to apply in a languzze clzssroom. The first reason
is because of the ubiquity of mobile device and network. It is szid so because 90% of the pecple on sarth are
covered by mobile phone network (Colley et.ali, 2010) and that 41% of users hzve mare thzn one mobils
device (the oracle report written by Yu Vespi and Hazen in 2010). It is also becauss 23% of mobile phonas
shipped worldwide in 2011 has got an internat browser on them and that betwesn 2010-2015 web accesses
via mobile has exceeded desktop web access (Colley et.al, 201C). Besides, it is also sz2id that learners
downloaded most of the commercial er free applications downloaded by all mobile users. The second reason is
because of the real life of our learners. All students have cell-phones and most of them own smart-pnenes sg
that it is easier to do mobile-assisted language learning. They are aiso motivated towards the vast growth of
technology. Apart from those factors, our learners are geared to learn informally. Furthermare, they can alse
find mobile-based materials easily.

The next reason is that Mall is considered to be relatively cheap technology and scme of them are
very cheap even totally free content. They are also portable and ubiguitous. Besidas, MALL is still new and
fashionable. Finally, it can be said that MALL can be potential for encouraging lsarners’ zutcnomy and
fac_riITtates peer interaction so that the learners become more sociable. There are alsa many e Books provided.

Istorybook in Language Classroom
Dealing with MALL above, nowadays, mcre students have access to cell phones. They will open their cell
phones to check text messages, email or to piay games on the small screen of their mobile phones. Teachers
should take advantage of this situation. It means that teachers should be able to take benefit of the availability
of mobile phones to enrich the learners’ experience and bring memorable experiences to the language
classroom.

In this paper, the writer applied an application available in cell phone: especially inthe s
Such a device has “playstore” from which teachers and learners may download many applications that
used in the language classroom. One of the applications is “istorybaok” which is actually an audicbook
application from which the learners can read the passage while listening to someone reading the passage for
them, gy doing so the learners can listen to the pronunciation of the correct word written in the book and read
the spelling of the words at exactly the same time. Thus, they learn reading and listening all at once.

In the first meeting of extensive listening which is given in the second semester, tche students had
Tegular class of listening where they listened to the recording played by the lecturer. Then, _tne lecturer asked
SOme questions dealing with what the learners had listened to. In that first meeting, only 10% tout of 45
studenzs} understood the content of recording. They could answer the questions and clarified their answer
Cﬂrrect]y_ .

Then, in the second meeting, the lecturer asked them agai
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and asked them to download the “istorybook” application. The lecturer made Sut:I tttli::tsilr:w{irixt as what t?]r:‘i
smartphone in each group. After that, the lecturer asked the students to H:,tonr yiar thecetors farthem Aftes
just listened to and asked them to read the story while listening to someong IrLl|“1 u: ress their opinion aboyt
listening and reading the story two times, there were more students w?m le‘( ¢ tlu by thi stitiants e pad
what they just listened to and read. It seemed that reading to the text being listene et the pronunciation of
them understand the context better. It is because sometimes the stulrlonts do nnlt I‘ftuclen'z SR
some particular words in the recording but by reading what they were listening to, i re. At the enc,i of th
the confusing words were. Thus, it helped the students understand the context mo "1 and listened to |e
session, the lecturer asked the students to create something based on what they just read ¢ N
this second meeting, most of the students retold the story in their own words. Because they said th
Yet, in the next meeting, the lecturer told them to create something different. ec;u : .tv T at
they need some other tools to create something different, then the lecturer let them do the activity a_ or:ne
; X S Id produce poems and pictorial
to be brought in the next meeting. The result was so surprising that they could p i d d
story books. It means that they become’ more creative than just listened to the recording and answered the

- i s wer
questions given by the lecturer. This activity was done in a month and it showed that the student e more
enthusiastic in the listening-class.

Conclusion

Mabile learning can be very beneficial for the learners and alse lecturers in providing some materials for the
language classroom they have. That is why it is suggested that either the learners or the lecturer or teacher
explore their smart-phone mare than what they have done so far.
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