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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Rationale

Studving any form of literature 15 very inigresting although it necds a
specilic knowledge 1o understand what hizerature means, 1 can enlarge our
knowledge and experiences through the author’s imagination whereas literary men
certainly write their works wath some purposes. They may wrile their works with
the aum for giving us pleasure, information or eriticism, By writing Iitcrary works,
they try to present a certain view of bhife and its problem as they only express their
imagination.

Literature is often defined as the murror of society. s explanation that 1=
csscntially an imitation of aspects of the universe, so what happens if it will be
sech of described in lilerature. 1L s also assumed as the retlection of human lile
and society, and ils position cannot be scparated from the culture of soctety

“Literature 15 a social mstitution, using as ils medium
langnage, a social creation. Literature represents life
and ‘hie’ 1. in large measure, & social reality;
eventhough the natural of world and the inner of
subjective world of individual have also been objects of
literary "imitation”, Indeed, literpture kas ususlly arsen
in cloge connection with particular social mstitution™
{Wellek and Warmen: 1956:94 ).

Drama 15 not difterent from the function of the other forms of Hieraturs:
novel and poetry. Dirama is more inleresting to appreciste because it illustrates
kuman life clearky. It 15 the illustration of the real phenomena of Tile i clearer than
the other forms ol Hierary works, the slory 15 created specially to be performed on
stape that makes us casier to understand. Drama 13 alse as a means of
communicaling weas, fechings, and cmotions, through the words with several

differences of convention of each term.
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A drama as a form of literary work ot lierature or
composttion which delineates hife and human activity
by means ol presenting various action or dialogues
between a group of characters” {Reaske: 1966:5)

Arthur Miller 15 known as a social dramanst who s mone interested in
criticizing aspects of American society. Most of his works have theme concerning
with the relationstip belween the individual and the society, Miller's perfect
presentation in desenbing the real social condition ol Amencan, thetrr problems
and attitude, caused by economic depression can be scen casily from their social
contlicts in Fie Price.

fhe Price 15 one of Arthur Miller's dramas, which s successfully
produced n London, and the television production in the United States wing
Emmy Awards. {le Price seems to present the American condition in thirties, so
it can be classified as a socinl drama. Tn this sense. it conceives soctety as an
object, & mechamsm whose works can be cxposed by the process of theatre,
Shaw’s remarks that sociolopical play is narrlive or dramatic work that deals
premarty with soal question and problem that focuses on social conilict ol the
main characters and personality ol the main characters that create a social conflict
between the mam characters (1972:349),

This thesis discusses one of Arthur Miller plavs entitied e Proce, The
play was written in a dramabic form locusing on Victor's family problems and
their physical and psychological deterroratian. The central problem upon which
the interpretation of plav lurns i that of the character and relationship of Fsthe
and Viclor, who has a closed relattonship with Walter and Solomon The play
devetops their characters and relavonship dramatically and realisticatly, Victor
and Esther s a married couple wha have sertous problem in their Anance, Walter
as the young brother’s of Victor trv to help Victor and Esther but Victor has
wrong perception to his brother. Victor sl maintoins his “price” so he rejects

Waller’s help.
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The author centralizes her study on social comllicts of the major
characters in the play, Esther, the fctional character and Victor the suspicious

character become the major focus to discuss concerning with their social confiict,

1.2 The Problems to Discuss

Arthur Miller describes the American economic depression is a source as
of the people’s conflict. The difficult situation a1 the time, such as small salary,
unstahle price, uncmployment. made people compete with ethers w0 show that
they should be strong erough to defend themselves, The Price woitten by Anthu
miller shows the relatton between human and social condition in which they
inleract one another. Supporting the idea, Miller hamsell explaans that:

“It i3 a given assumption thet all playwrights of any
sigmificance have something to soy about man, the other
kalf of the thematic equation changes. Thus many play
address themselves to the nature of the relationship
between man and society” {Reaske: 1966:81)

Conflict may happen when there s & dispute between one character
with others, between o character and some clements in the workd about her or
between divergent impulses and value within herseif. One of the conflicts thal
will be discussed in this thess 15 social eonflict of the major characters.

The Price is a play that reveals some conflicls from the major characters,
especially Fsther who pets social conflicts She has several problems in her hile, as
the impact of the gradual movements and progress in thesr society. The social
conflict is mamly cavsed by their differemt perception - facing the reality. In
order to enlarpe the understanching of the topic there will be a further discussion
about the causes and effects of the social conflict, and how they solve their
problems, the causes and the effects of the secial conilict have close relation with

the major characters of the play,
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1.3 The Goals of Stody

Through this analvtical thesis, the writer considers that the social conflict
is important 1o the development of the drama because social conllict as a
combnation of specific individual disabilities and the atitude of the society
coneerming it own responsibilities. By analvzing the major character's social
contlict, the writer wants to reveal the major character’s standpoints in facing the
sacial contlicls with other characters around them.

The first goal 15 (0 make a deep analysis aboul Social Conflict of The
Major Character in Arthur Miller’s The Price. Tharefore, it will be a contribution
capecially to study about the major social eharacter conflict. The second purpose
15 1o Tulfill the requirements 1o get the award of Sarjana Sastra degree in English
studies. The third /s invaluable as a means of practicing Enghish Lanpuagce, The
last, there is a hope, this thesis will e worthwhile for developing the knowledge

and 1ncreasing the reades’s interest on appreciating liternry works.

1.4 The Scope of Study

The discusston of this thesis is limited an social conflict of the major
characters and the personality of the characters that create a social conflict. The
bimitation atms 10 avoid the complicated discussion. The major characters ane
Victor, Bsther, Walter and Soloman, This thesis alsa analvses the causes and the
cfteets of this confhict, and the solution of the major characters to salve their

prablems

1.5 The Approach to Use

The socielogical approach is used in this thesis because this thesis will
analyze the social conflict. The sociological critic therefore Is interested in
understanding the social milicu and extent (o which manner in which the artist
responds to it (Scott, 1962:123) This statement makes clear that the person who
has lived in a certain socicty has to make a relalion with other persan who has
live in a certain society. The relation here s not only as an artist but also as a

human betng. [ lwe men meet. the sacial interaction starts or even fight hegins
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for his own interest {Sockanto, 197792}, It 15 clear that in the society the peoaple
always interact wrth each other. This interaction can be shown through the
dialogues and the actions mn real Life or in hiterary works as well. This interaction

15 also able to create the canllict between each alther,

1.6 The Method of Analysis

In writing this thesis, the deductive methad 15 used. Tt s used to prove
whether the conllicts of the major characters called as a social conflict. The
deductive method s used because the conclusion potlen from peneral statement
into spectfic one (Sotrisno, 1987:40) It means that the peaeral statement is {aken
from some theories that support these analysis, On the other hand, the specific

une 15 taken from some evidence to prove and support.

“Hocial conflict means the struggls of one person against
another: two women seeking o marry he same man, bwo
men competing Tor a job a clild being confict with his
parents. Psychological or inlernal conflict means man is
strugehing aguinst himsell, s conscrence, his zuilt, there
15 an honest but poor bank employes [ghting the
lemplation o steal from his bank, a woman struggling
with the consequences of a he she has (old™ (Jones,
PGl 30-31)

The soctal conflicts between Vietor and Fsther, Victor and Walter,
Father and Solomon assumed as a social conflict. This assumption needs some
evidence to prove and support o, The reasons someone bear a conflict. The
personality of mdividual can create the social conflict The causes ol the conflict
between man and man. The effcets of the contlict for them: The way they solve
their problems. The library research s used to gain some data, some sources of
information about the conlend of this thesis, besides Hibrary data and informaiion

are collected From dictionaries and Inlernet,
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1.7 The Organization of the Thesis

This thesis is divided into four chapters. 'The first chapter 15 introduction
consists of the rationale. the problem o discuss, the scope al study, the approach
to use, the method of analysis, and the orgamization of the thesis. The second
chapter consists of the hife of the author and the synopsis of the drama. The thard
chapter discusses the meanings of lerms discusses aboul the causes and the
elTects of social conllict of the major characters and how they solve their

probilems. The last chapter is the conclusion.
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{CHAPTER I
FIE BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR AND
THE SYNOPSIS OF ARTHUR MILLER'S THE PRICE

2.1 The Biography of Arthur Miller

Arthur Miller, onc of the Amencan dmamatists, was born in Manhattan,
Mew York on October 17, 1915 He came from the middle class family. His
father was Augusta Barnett Miller and his mother was [sadora. He hved al the
wyme ern as Termeesse William. Miller was son of & Jewish manufacturer who
had come to this city as a small boy from Austria, in 1929, his father's business
failed because of the economic depression. Thus, they had to move (o Brooklyn,
MNew York, Arthur Miller then had to work at a various jobs around New York
including work as a farm hand and 0 a Tenth Avenue Warehouse for two and a
half years W pay for his twition fee to the University of Michigan, Through this
job, he leamed abowt the hife of the sample man who 15 the subject of most of
Arthur Miller’s plavs (Roherths, 1964 53).

He entered the Umversity of Michigan as a student of journalism and
then swilched o0 English, when he was about nineteen years oid. At the young
age, he began 1o write some plays. His tirst plav was Sonor @ Dawn (1937 and
it won Avery Hopwood Award m Drama University of Michigan, His next play
which won the same prize were The Gravy Sill Grow (19363, No Villain (1936)
and the Theatre Guild Bureaw ol New Play Award for Pheyv Too Arise which teld
about his descoiption of a Darwimian struggle for survival in New York in 1930,
After graduation in 1938, Miller retumned to New York and a succession of
writing jobs, briefly with the Federal Theatre Project, then with CBS and NBC
radio workshop (Block, 1962 1018}, In 1940, after petting a BA degrec In hand,
he married Marry Girace Slattery, s Michigan classmate

Situatione! Normal, a forthright diary form report was produced in 1944
It was written during s experiences in visiling army camps in Waorld War IL His

next play was Te Man Who Hod AN Lack (1944) won a theatre Guild National
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next play was Vhe Moun Whe Had AN Laeck (1944 won a theatre Guild National
Award in which he observed the midwestern small lown manner. In the following
year, his only novel, Focis (1945) was produced 11 was the campaigmng ggainst
an unchantable social order, that depnves honest workers of constructive lahor,
then discards who 15 no longer yselul (Moss, 1980 preface). His following play
was AV My Som aboul a Tactory ewner wha sells faulty aireraft parts during World
War 1. began presented in 1947, [t was a box office success, which won the
Drama Critic Award as the best plav of the season.

I wriling plays, Arthur Miller chielly wriles themes concerming with the
relationship between the individual and the society, Some of his plays criticize
the aspect o Amenican sociely, He senously talks about the problems dealing
with the conflict between the individual enabling vision ol personal inlegrity may
be prited against human weakness, and outside pressune. either social, political o
economic {ncyvelopedin Americama, 1974 1171 As the proof, it can be seen
through his masterpicce entitled Dearht of o Sadesman {19497 11 s aboul the
commaon man and hs problem o hes life. His life is neglected by the society,
which has drained his energy in order 1o support s family to Hyve in modern ity
This play includes Miller’s impressive and successful plav. He wan the ‘Fheatre
Club Award, and The New York Drama Crtics Circle Award, and the Pulitzer
Proce (Bigshby, 1984; 186}, In this play, he not only placed on trial moral valees of
lis central character, Willy Loman, but also the society that by compelition
compels its individuals to neglect the native talents in lavour of achieving
maderial success, at the price of human dignicy (Gould, 1968 252). This means
that Willy Loman cannat fulfill his family’s demand on things, According to the
Amencan modern socicty at the nime, success can be shown in richness and Willy
Loman, who frstly believes thal he swill be successiul in his business, cannot
ke his dream come true because he onlv counts on his performance, not on the
skill on selling.

Having produced the plav, Cewth of @ Safesmon, he wrote the other play

entitled fhe Crucihle (1953), This play retells the story ol the Salem Wiich-
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Hunts, It was also his successful play and won both the Antoniette Perry Award
and Donaldson Award.

His other play, A Vew from the Bridee (1953) which zot the Pulitzer
Frize, was one of his short plays with the subject ol two longshoremen caming
iliegally into Brooklyn Water Front America through friends and relatives. In the
same vears, he also produced his other short play entitled 4 Memory of Two
Muondays. [t was inspire by his cxperiences while working in the warehouse in
Mew York

Besides his successtul plays previously mentioned. Arthur Miller had
atso written The Misfity (19610, amed Afrer the Fall | 1964, 15 an autobiography of
his marnage to Marilyn Monroe, fis other {terany works are fncident ai Viehy
{1965}, the short stories cotlection entitled J Don't Need You Amamore (1967
fhe Price (1968) lells about the meeting of two Brothers who have not calted for
about sixteen years, to dispose of family’s furmiture which is inherited rom their
father because his life 15 not good as his old brother’s, the young brother's
accuses his old brother for victimizing his life during the time of economic
depression, [1 alse describe about money erentation where a wile demands her
husband to get much maney 1o support their living

As a dramatist, Arthur Miller effectively uses the drama as a media to
represent what he thinks and leels about something 1o the audiences. He
attempted o communicate and deliver the message to the audicnces through his
works, [t (s reasonable for some eritics to regard Miller as a social dramatist with
a message. His existence as a dramatist is proved by his works mostly delineate

the fate ol the commoen man

2.2 The Synopsis of Arthur Miller's The Price

Victor's family lives in New York at lhe time of great troublie of
economic depression. His room is progressively seen, there 1s a rich heaviness,
something almost Germanic showing the tend ol his parents life in modern era,
Victor Franz was a police sergeant who alrcady has a retired. He plans to sell his

hertage o Gregory Solomon, a clever businessman, in order to give his wile
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relaxation, Esther Franz, who always feels depressed by those whole things.
When Victor says that he will sell this turmiture, she looks very happy and agrees
with him even though she aclually hates an emply room. It 15 sorry for the
furniture, which 15 such kind of beautiful and expensive things,

Meanwhile, Esther does not like her hushand’s profession, which only
gets small salary, She does not want to see her husband going in police unifarm.
The depression period influenced and changed Esther’'s idenlogy especially in
muney grentalion. She lorces her husband to find a new joh because she thinks a
new job will give them much money than his profession betore, Esther sugiests
him it will be better if Victor makes a pood relationship with his brother, Walter
Franz, just for geting his help. It 15 such a kind of a dithicult thing for Victor 1o
start & mesting with Walter, However, to sell the fumniture he has to discuss it
with Walter who has not called him for sixieen vears, 1l seems the touble [or
Victor o sell i, One day, Walter comes to his brother's house, Victor Franz, for
making his relationship nommal and noa goed condition, Unlortunately, Victor
thinks differently, he s sure that Walter’s coming Just to have half of that
furniture. Actually, it was wrong because Walter himself 15 rich enough.

Walter tries to explain whal he really wanls but Viclor does nol care
about 0L, Walter alsa olTers him 10 gel 2 new job as anabviic chemsstry of Walter's
committee but he rejects 1. Besides, he also woarres aboutl the condition of
Victor's family hecause as Tar as he knows in 1930 1t was difficubt to get a job
without money and skill. As it s supposed by Esther, she makes a good decision
to support the idea of Walter and she blames her hushand who s a stubbom man.
There is a regret on Walter’s face hearing that victor will sell the fumiture to
Salomon who is buying it in lower price.

This conllict between the twao brothers become more serious when
Walter telis about theirr father who had invested money about four thousand
dollars. Yel, Waller never told hom so ic is the reason of him o blame Walter
Even he believes that Walter docs not give him the money because Walter does
not want to. Esther s myvolved in this conflict by giving suggestion to Victor that

Walter has been perlectly clear, he is asking Victor's fricndship. even though this
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suggestion has another aim. Victor even accuses Walter that he offers him a job
and twelve dollars moorder to stab hrm. He thinks that s brother, Waller, had
abandoned his lHal responsibalities

At the end of the storv, Walter does not have another way to @ive an
explanation about the truth, Victor himself 1= still on his decision that there 15
nothing to give and accept between them, Therefore, he poes out and Victor lets
him go. knowing conflict between that two brothes Esther blames Vietor who
never thinks clearly and lets the problem solved. 112 15 such a stubbom because he

still thinks abowt his own “Price”™.
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46

He says nobody will be interested in buying the Dermifure and it will be difficult to
sell the furniture agam, Selomon alwavs bothers their conversation because
Solomon thinks 11 does not make lom get advantages from the Turniture.

The cffect of this problem, they are still walking in their own way. Victor
still works as a police serpeant. The relationship between Walter and Victor is
slill uncomtortable because Victor still cannot forgive Walter, Esther cannot make
her dream come true hecause the price of the Tumniture is not as she wams. The Jast
Victor and Esther sull sell the furniture to Solomon because they really need much
money,

However Walter hates Solomon, he lets Viclor and Esther sell the
furniure. Waller really knows that the money 15 very important thing for them.
Esther and Victor unsatisfy with the price of the furniture because the price 15 too
low. Bul they do not have chance, so they sell the lurniture 0 Solomon and

solomaon feels so happy because finally be can gel what he wants.
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