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INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Rationale

Discussing drama means discussing one of literary works that deals wath
characters, plot, setting, conflicts, theme and actions. It scems less complete then,
discussing drama without recognizing, first of all, the meaning of the word
“literature”™ itself 1t is imporiant to present the defimtion of litemature as the
starting point of this introduction. William Hudson in An infroduction to the Study
af Literature stales.

“Literature 15 a vital record of what men have scen i life, whal they have

experienced, what they hayve thought and ,fe!'r. g.hpqt those aspects of life

which have the most immediate and ehduring inierest for all of us. It is

thus fundamentally an expression of life through ghe medium of

lamguage™ 1965 1) e
The shorl statement above leads (o the understanding that anyone can express his
experience through literature as a medium. 'This experience deals with fecling and
thoughl. Tt is human creation that has intimate relation with life personally and
socially. 1t represents the patural word, individual subjective life, and socal
reality. Moreover, the literary work has function as a representation of socal life,
it means whoever reads literary work, he wall be able to imagine and understand
some facts and phenomena occurred in socicty when the work was wniien
Thercfore, literary works grow directly out of life. On the other side, FEduard H
Jones in Cilines of Literature siates that hiterature 15 simply another way we
expenience the world around us through our imagination (1968: 1) This statement
mcans we may cxpress our expenences through literature, so literary work can be
OUr Expenence

There are three kinds of lilerary works those are drama, prose, and poetry.
Eventhough, they are created differently in forms bul the most important part of
creative process of Hierary works are the messages thul the wrilers want 1o utter o
the readers. The messapes can be social criticism, moral messages, or others. As
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the main source of this thesis, Chnstopher Russel Reaske in How fo Analyze
Drama gives the definttion of drama as follows:

“Drama 15 a work of literature or a composition which delineates life and

human activity by means of presenting vanous action of — and dialogues

between — @ group of chamacters, Drama is furthcrmore desigmed for

theatrical presentation; although we speak a drama as @ lierary work or a

composition, we must never forget that drama is designed 10 be acted on

the stage (19635; 5).

Reaske's statement above is clear to understand that drama expresses life and
human activity which presents the actions and dialogues among the characters
directly. It is created by the author in order to perform on the stage as theatncal
presentation

Through the characters the readers cannot only imagine human physical
appearance but human inner life and complexities of motive and passion as well
From the characters’ dislogues and actions, the readers can in@rpn:t their moral
and disposiional qualities. Moreover, characters and event are armanged to ocoupy
their proper class. There are relationships between characters and the events as
William Kenney in his How te dnahze Fiction says,” Surul;-. our sense of the
meaning of experience is closely tied to our understanding of what cause what
and it is the business of plot to clarify the casual relationship” ( 1966; 23},

Druma as another kind of litetary work not only conveys the readers an
imitation of life but helps them to understand about the human life nself as well
because the main purpose of fiction is to cmpower people to imagine and
comprehend human experience. Besides we can take a lot of valuable weachings
from drama since it deals with human life"s problems and hus solution, it 15 also
something nice w enjoy either 1o read or 1o see in theatrical performance. We can
enjoy literary work as something impressive in our mind and feeling which we
may gain them in our life as Jones in his Ourlines of Literature who states:

“Each person has desires to live life as fully as possible to do and sec
many things or hear about and read of many thing. Such as life is filled
with conflicts, with problems, with struggle, with dilemmas. Such a lite
becomes an exciting life, for life itsclf 15 a problem solving business
(1968: 30)
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From Jones’ statement above, it 15 explmned that everyone needs to know
a lot of previous expenences by hearing about or reading any references. Perhaps
by reading drama, the readers will recognize some solutions of human life’s dmly
problems. Furthermore, they may obtain a certamn impression of what they have
read in the unerances of drama. Drama 15 easier (o understand than novel and
poem because the characters express what they have in mind directly through their
dialogues. Tn this thesis, Anton Chekhov's drama is chosen for its source due to
his works have special characteristics and pertain the struggle of human hife m
overcoming their problems and reaching their goals of hife

Anton Chekhov is onc of the Russian greatest dramatists and writers. His
works have excried an immense influence on Europcan and Amencan lnerature.
His reahstic plays introduce the new m:hmqm ﬂf theatrical presentation, that is
mdirect action, which ennching the wuﬂd mpmmm Chekhov ghows a profound
understanding of human nature that iransco:nds compassion, His observation of the
follies of man gave basic idea that is expressed on his works. One of his works’
charactenstics 18 the marvelous blend of the comic and the tragic (1998:360).

One of Anton Chekhov's dramas is fvanov (1887), 'This drama is his first
successful play and contains four-acts. This play 1 so interesting to discuss
because it talks about the struggle of human beings in solving their problems. In
this play, Chekhov presents Ivanov, a man sulfering [rom clinical depression m
which there is hittle or no social support Moreover, he 15 in signilicanl hinancial
problems. Running an estate, coping with the peasants, farming scientifically,
falling into debt, and having an alien faith wife are wo much for Ivanov to keep.
Moreover, us dying wife can be more serious problem for him since there s Dr.
Lvov, lus wife's physician, who always condemns him. He s not like many
modemn care physicians who minimize the symptoms of depression, instead he
makes self-righteous pronouncements toward vanoy. This thesis discusses about
the social condition as the cause of lvanov's immorul attitudes which lead him to
tragic life, Ivanov's efforts in solving his problems face some obstacles because
he must confront with himself, his conscience, his guilt, s social norms and s
surroundings.
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1.2 The Problems to Dhscuss W

Drama is one of literary works which has some elements such as
characters, plot, sctiing, conflict, theme, and actions. All of these elements are the
components thal build the structure of the fictonal work This thesis discusses
about ong of the main characters of the play, lvanov, who experiences internal and
exlernal conflicts because of his social condiion, This causes his attitudes o
become immoral. His immoral attitudes generate some impacts toward himself
and his surroundings. Micholas Ivanov has a Jewish wife, Samh, who 1s
disinherited by her family for marrving a gentile. She 18 dving of tuberculosis and
Tvanoy should have taken the sick woman to a warmer ¢limate, but instead he s
busy seducing the daughter of a rich neighbour. His main inlention to marmy
Sasha, the Lebedevs’ daughter, after the death of his wife is to loose his debt
especially to Zinaida lLebedev. On the other hand, Dr. Lvov as Sargh’s physician
accuses him of killing his wifc since she has discovered Sasha and Ivanov
embracing. In the last acl, lvanov feels puilty by having a plan te marry Sasha,
then, he wants to break off the marriage plan. However, he annot do it because
the wedding ceremony is prepared well. His decision canses public debate and
conflicts. In the end of the play, he runs offstage and shoots himself to death.

Everybody may experience the problem in life and it depends on his abality
lo solve all of the problems. If someone can solve his problem well, he will be
satisficd, or he will be disappointed if he cannot, In this thesis, there are some
problems that can be seen inside the play, such as: the preat influence of the
surroundings upon one’s attitude, the marriage of different race will find obstacles
especially from the surrounding where they live, the loneliness of life and soul
will lead someone to the self-destruction, and the depression of the characler, This
thesis takes one problem to discuss that is the imfluence of the surroundings upon
Ivanov's attitude in which causing some dilticultses in deciding the right way of

atntudes and actions.
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13 The Scope of The Study

fvanov can be analyzed [rom different standpoints, This thesis tnes to
explain how the influence of social condition as the cause of Ivanov's immoral
attitudes leading 1o his tragic life. To clarify the discussion of this thesis, the
anulysis concerns with the following problems: how the influence of the social
condition upon one’s attitude, social norms relating with people should have
certain amimde, the view of the norms in the world producing moral standard

those are applicd o analyze [vanov,

1.4 The Hypothesis

In this play, lvanov expenences clinical depression that causcs his
atttudes become smmaoral. He finds some obstacles i overcoming his problems.
His surroundings let him go 10 deep sufferings. He cannot do the right way of
attitudes and actions. This condition gives some impacts towards himself and his
surroundings which lead 1o his rragic life. So, the hypothesis appears when it is
necessary 1o prove whether or not Ivanov’s immoral athtudes are caused by hus
social condition :
1.5 The Approaches to Use

Psychological Approach 1s used as the basis of the data cultivation because
the study in this thesis is close 1o psychological matters. According to Wilbur 5.
Scott, Psychological Approach 1s an approach to art that generaies three knds of
illuminations: (1) provides more precise language with which to discuss the
creative process, (2) goes back 10 the study of the lives of the author as a means of
understanchng their art, (3) can be used to explain fictihous character
(1962: 71-72). The third illumination is used in the discussion of this thesis to
describe Ivanov's immoral attitudes. The Psychological Approach studies the
mental situation of the characters and emphasizes the analysis on the state of mind
of the character,

The study of Sociology is applied in the discussion since there are some
interactions of the characters in the play that influence Ivanov’'s amitudes. His
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immoral attitudes occur when there are some conflicts between lvanov against
himself, his conscience, his guilt, his social norms and his surroundings. The
study of Sociology analyveing the interaction of people and the environment 1s
applied in this thesis. An interaction is the key of socil life because without 11
there will notl be the collective life. If two men meet, an interaction starts when
they begin to address, shake hands, wlks to each other or even [ight
(Sockanto, 1982: 54-53). The statement denotes that in society, people alwavs
interact with one another and their environment. This interaction can be shown
through the dialogues and actions in the real lile or even in literary works.
Therefore, these Psychological and Sociological Approaches above are imporiani
1o analyze the social condition as the cause of Ivanow's immaoral attitudes which
lead 1o his tragic life.
:

1.6 The Method of Analysis i

The inductive method is used in writing this thesis lnm:n{ms: the conclusion
is tuken from specific statemem into general cases (Hadi, 1987 40), This method
15 used to observe, collect and analyse some particular data frdm the source, then,
draws a conclusion from the analysis. Starting with the Theory of Psychology
related to immoral attitude and the Theory of Sociology related to the influence of
the surroundings upon ones’ attitude occurred in the story, This thesis also uses
lhibrary research to find owt the data and information taken from several books and
references mn relation 1o the discussion of the thesis,

1.7 The Goals of The Study

The study has several goals. First of all is 1o explore the inlluence of the
soctal condiion upon Ivunoy's attitudes and the impacts of his immoral attudes
toward himself and hus surroundings which lead to his tragic lile. Secondly, it is to
know ubout Anton Chekov's works especially fvanov, Thirdly, i is 10 apply the
knowledge of hterary works especially drama,
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1.8 The Organization of The Thesis

This thesis is divided into five chaplers. The introduction is presented in
the first chapter, Chapter 11 informs the biography of the author and the synopsis
ol the play. Chapter III informs about the meaming of the terms used in this thesis.
Chapter [V discusses the social condition as the cause of Ivanov's immoral
attitudes leading to his tragic life. Chapter V takes the conclusion of the

discussion of this thesis,


http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

i) -
"ﬂ;ﬁf‘% *J b il P LT
. ||I G IYERSITAS JOMsER
CHAPIERIL S . e
THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR AND
THE SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY

2.1 THE BIOGRAFPHY OF THE AUTHOR

Anton Chekhov was considered as one of Russian greatest dramatists und
short story wniters. He was bom as Anton Pavlovich Chekhov, on January 29,
1860 in Taganrog Russia, on the Sea of Azov. His paternal grandfather was a serf
who had bought his freedom from his master, a rich landowner in 1841, His
father, Pavel Yegorovich, worked in their family small grocery shop and Chekhov
was one of his six children who spent a wretched boyhood. Chekhov with his two
elder brothers got their education at Greek prepatory school and then sl the
Taganrog secondary school. Chekhov worked long hours after school m their
grocery shop and sang in the church choir. He did all activities ;'mlhr the direction
of a fanatic and religious father who always supported his sons {1973 371)

His father's interest in local pulilicsandlhtnhmll'ld'mrhslcd hus
business get bankruplcy because he did not keep s own shop well. This
condition forced his lather and the rest of the family escape fm-m the creditors to
Moscow. Chekhov was lell w fend for himself dunng his last three vears ol
school. These harsh expenences developed Chekhov's independence and
responsibility. Therefore these also enabled him to become the sole provider of his
family in Moscow, This occurred when he came (0 live with his Tumly in August
1897 to enter the Medical Fuculty of the Moscow University. 11e studied medicing
on a scholarship from the Taganrog municipalily. As he was a medical student, he
took over the responsibilitics of the head of the family since his father at that me
got inferior post as a salesman at o Moscow store. His father had got to spend his
night in the store and seldom went home. However, Chekhov could survive in
supporting hamsclf and his family by writing bnef tales, anecdotes, jokes and
articlkes. He sent those writing to the St Petersburg and Moscow popular
magazines under the pscudonym Anfovha Chekhonre. He worked hard duning four
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vears of his studentship that was marked by a large increase of his lilerary
production amounted 120 short storics {1998: 360),

Chekov received his M.D. degree in 1884, then, as a doctor, he worked in
a hospital at Voskresensk, a small town near Moscow, While he practiced his
medical work, he continued his talent in writing stories. The vears 1833 to 1885
were very productive for Chekhov, who was in desperate need in money, but
some of his storics was published: The death of 4 Governmend (fficial (1883),
Fut and Thin (1883), The Daughter of Albion (1883), A Chameleon (1884},
Chster (1884), A Dreadful Night (1884), The Huntsman (1885), The Malefactors
(1885}, The Misfortune (1885), and Sergeant Prishibeyev (1885).

By the end of 1885, Chekhov had published over 300 short storics and
some of his storics in the best-known humor magarines, Fragments, had begun 1o
attract favourable attention. The well-known novelist, Dmitri {:irigumvich, gave
encouragement 0 Chekhov. He wrote about Ckekhov 1o lﬂéﬁ ithat his talent
placed him in the front rank among the writers of the new peneration. Throogh
Grigorovich, in the same year, Chekhov met Aleksei Suvorip, the owner of the
national newspaper New Times. Suvorin invited him to contnbute longer tales for
higher rates. Chekhov's reputation grew further with a pzlhlished collection,
Muotley Stories (1886). His artistic career began by his very next volume of stories,
fn the rwilight (1887), in which he was awarded the Pushkin Pnze from the
Division of Russian language and Letter of the Academy of Science. With the
publication of his long story The Steppe in quality magazine, Chekhov was
established as a new foroe in Russian Literature (1993 27).

Chekhov's fame as a playwright began with the production of s full-
length play fvarov performed on 19 November 1887 at the Korsh Theater in
Moscow and even with greater success on 31 January 1889 performed m 5t
Petersburg, This play was begun on Korsh's supgestion that expected Chekbov o
write on uproarious comedy, Chekhov wrote fvgmev in ten days which was hoping
to make a thousand roubles (about £ 100) out of it. Ehsaveta Fen in Py by
Anion Chekhov savs that at the time fvarov was wntten, Chekhov had very
definite nofion of what dramatic art ought to be (1954 10}, This shows that even
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Chekhov in desperate need in moncy, he still held the basic pnnciple of his
writing style.

Then Chekhov continued 1o write for the theatre several light one-act
comedies The Swan Song (1888), The Bear (1888), The Proposal (1889), The
Wedding ( 1890}, and The Night before The Trial (1891}, His statucs as a dramatist
rested on his four late plays: The Seagudl (1896), Uncle Vampa (1889), Theee
Sisters (1897), and The Cherry COrchard (1903) which are concentrated on the
reaction of the characters to the dmmatic event of their lives (1993: 27)

In 1892, Chekhov made his first jourmcy abroad, wisiting Vemice,
Florence, Rome, Paris, and Nice. On his return, he bought a small farm near the
village of Melikhovo in the Serpukhov, o district of Moscow Province. There he
spent the next six years with his family. He also engaged in various philanthropic
activities such as treating without charge hundreds of peasant who sought medical
aid, combating the famine and cholerm epidemic, and huilding local school
Chekhov was contracted pulmonary tuberculosis in the winter of [E83. After
suffering a violent hemorrhage in March 1897, he spent ﬂmtwimcr in MNice. In
1889, his health forced him to sell his estate and settled in the Crimea scaside, a
resort of Yalta i

In 1901, Chekhov met Olga Knipper, one of the actresses of the Moscow
An Theatre thal produced some of his plays. His vld cheerfulness relurned and
with it, a hope for improvement in health, He proposed Olga Knipper and it was
accepted. They married in May 1901. They passed their honeymoon at health Spa.
The Chekhov's married lile was happy and a unigue despite the strain of [requent
scparations and disappointment of not having children. Olga Knipper spent her
time working in Moscow, while Chekhov, for reasons of health, spent his staying
alive in Yalta. She became pregnant in the sccond year of mamage, but miscamed
and was very ill for some months. Chekhov's concern for her health and many
sleepless nights a1 her bedside made serious inroads on his own failing health
However, he stll continued the wnting of plavs a more protacted business, and
tried to finish his last play, The Cherry Crchard, Despite the mild climate and for
those days as the expert medical care, the progress of s illness could not be
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arrested, and in 1903, when he was working on {he €herry Orchard, Chekhoy
was a very sick man. The first pecformance of fhe Cherry Orchard was planned
for 17 Janvary 1904 on Chekhov's birthday and the twenty-fifth anniversary of his
literary carcer. Then, his haalth deterivrated gravely dunng his three years in
valta. On June 15, 1904, he left with his wife for the German health resor of
Badenweiler, where he died on July 14, 1904. He was buned in the cemetery of
the Novodechy Monastery in Moscow (1998: 361 )

1.2 THE SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY
Nicholas Ivanov is a young estate-owner. He is at thirties-old age. Ivanov
used 10 be energetic, creative and unconventional as the star of the local
pentry. He has a Jewish wife, Sarah, who has been disinherited by her nich parcnots
for marmying a gentile. She is dying of tuberculosis and urdnriiruauncm of her
physician, Dr. Lvov. Running an cstate, copmg with the peasant, larming
scientifically and having an slien faith wife are too much for lvanov to keep. Like
other landowners, Ivanov is always in debt especially to Zipaida Lebedev, the
wife of the Head of the County Council. These conditions make Ivanov [eel
depressed.

His bailiff, Michae! Borkin, has been robbing him for years by exploiting
his weaknesses, One day, Borkin inviles him 1o gain some benefits by swindling,
He suggests, for example, that Ivanov should buy the opposite bank of the river,
bevond the boundary of his state. This will give him the right 10 dam and build a
mill that will bankrupl the factories below the dam. If Ivanov buys this dam, he
will get the additional salary of the dam from the tax of using the water from the
factories. Among the dialogues about the dam, Dr. Lvov asks Ivanov to take his
dying wife to milder and warmer climate, Guinea. Ivanov replies that he will think
it over. As a matter of fact, Ivanov cannot decide to the most important step of
helping his dying wife of tuberculosis. Morcover, Borkin reminds [vanov to
attend Sasha’s birthday in (hat evening, By knowing Boran's invitation, Sarah
wants to follow her husband attending Sasha’s birthday party. But, Ivanov refuses
it and says that the night weather is oo bad for her health. He explains further that
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he needs to go out every evening especially sociahzing to the Lebedev’s house
order 1o bk aboul s debt. Sarah objects his reason because iU oceurs almost one
vear, Then, she supgests that bvanov should stay at home as wseal, bul vanov
tells that he needs 1o go every evening just for losing his burden. e does not want
to show his depressed Teelings in Tront of her. Becouse of his depressed feelings,
he begins not to love her. She suggests i Ivanov has problems, she wall
accompany him 1o solve the problems together. He cannot share s burden and
still looks depressed. Even he forces to atiend Sasha’s birthday party. He goes out
with his uncle on his mother side, Shabelsky, Tvanov left Sarah with his physician,
Dr Lvov.

Before Ivanov's coming in the Lebedev's house, there are dialogues
among the guests including talking about his bad habits, lns family and his
farming Sasha disagrees with the guests’ opinion about Ivanov. Sasha tells that
fvanov is not like that Mr. Lebedev talks about the figure.of Sasha’s ideal
husband that is Tvanov, but he feels sorrv becanse Ivanov has marricd with a
Jewess. In contrast, Mrs. Lebedev savs that Tvanov has a germin intennon by
marrying a Jewess that is a great dowry of Jewess family, bul, Sasha denies that
her mother’s opimon abouat Ivanov 1s not true. Mrs. lebedev sull jabbers awayv of
Ivanov's debt. Then, Ivanov arrives in Sasha’s birthday party and welcome by Mr
Lebedey and all guests. But he keeps quiel for @ moment. When all the guests go
out to the garden for having fireworks, Sasha and Ivanov stull stay at home. Sasha
asks Ivanov why he looks so depressed Ivanov tells about lns real problems to
Sasha. He regards her as an old friend but instead, Sasha feels having a duty of
rescung Ivanov from his depression and putting him on his own feet and making
him happy. She offers him the love. Later, Mirs Zinaida fetches thom and Ivanov
asks her for a favour. He needs her help to postpone the pavment of hus loan He
will add the amount of the interests into the loan if she would Otherwise, she
refuses i1t angnly and gocs back to the garden Then Ivanov continues lus
dialogues with Sasha Without being known by anyone, Sarah and Dr Lvov
follow her husband to Lebedev's house. She tries w find where her hushand is
Unluckily, she discovers Ivanov kissing the Lebedevs” daughter, Sasha who 1s
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hopeless in love with [vanov, who doesn’l reciprocate Sasha’s affection. [vanov i5
surprised when he knows his wife being around. This unpredicted surprise makes
Sarah’s illness heeome worse,

Some men arnive in vanov's house because it is a long time that they do
not meet lvanov anywhere. One of them is Mr. Lebedey who comes to Ivanoy’s
study besides he wants to see him, he also needs to recover Ivanov’s debts, [vanoy
says that he cannot pay at once and promises he will pay all debts by sclling the
crops by this autumn, On the other side, Lebedev persuades lvanov to marry his
daughter, but Ivanov doesn't give positiveness aboul that offermg. Seeing there is
no good respon from Ivanov, he settles to wail Ivanov's promises and leaves
Tvanov alone, Then, Lyvov comes and accuses Ivanov of killing his wife by hs
allitudes, with his blatant, adulterous behaviour, Suddenly, Sasha wrrives in
Ivanoy's house and her coming makes Dr, Lvov go oul, Tt has been two weeks
since Sarah found Susha and lvanov embracing, Since he has m; responded 1o her
letter, Sasha decides to seek lam out, In the course of the yeene, she tries to relieve
his guilt ol his dying wile as well as convinee Tim ol the possibililies of happicr
future. He calls himself a Gailure and wonders why she loves him, Sasha ensures
him that any girls prefer to love a man who s a failure than m;r: who is successful
because, then, the love is active. Sasha persuades Ivanov by saying she is in loye
with him. Ivanov changes his idea of an advance young girl whom he plans to
marry. She tells lm that she will e patient (o wasl Ivanoy G the death of s
wile. Borkin comes in and fecls sorry lor nol knowing Sasha’s presence. Sasha
wamns Ivanov 10 be careful of Dr. Lvoy and she goes out in a hurry. Unfortunately,
Sarah has obscrved Sasha's coming and blames Ivanov for not being honest. She
savs that Ivanov has deceived her for five years for being his wife. For weeks
later, her illness sentences Lo her death

A year later, Ivanov und Susha are set to be married. In the moming of the
wedding day, Ivanov comes (o the bnde and savs that he must break ol the
marriage plan. Ivanoy explains 1o Sasha that he fecls gwilty by having a plan to
marry her However, Sasha thinks his decision to brenk ol the wedding is such as
madness because the wedding ceremony 18 prepared well. Mr Lebedev asks
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Ivanov m b hreak of7 the mamapge plan e offers vanoy thousand roubles il he
wants them but as the condition, Ivanov must continue s marnage plan. Ivanov
in his consciousncss still keeps his decision, he tries 1o convince them that the
muarringe is not a good way to overcome all problems as well as 1o reach a happier
future. All family hopes and supports his marriage with Sasha but Dr, Lyvov comes
and utters his strong objection wward lvanoy’s marriage plan. Ivanoy’s decision
of breaking off the marriage plan causes public debate and conllict among the
guests, Ivanov feels hopeless and decides to end his life, He runs to one side and
shoots himself to death.
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THE MEANING OF THE TERMS

In this chapier, it is necessary o know the words relating to the most
important subject matter before discussing the main problem in this thesis. These
sub-chapters explain the meanings of terms used in this thesis meluding the socal
condition, immoral attitude and the tragic life

3.1 The Meaning of Social Condition

AS Homby in the Oxford Advanced Dictionary of Curreni English
defines the word social as :

1. lwing in groups, not separately: man is a social ammal.

2 of people living in eommunities; of relabons between persons and

communities: social costum.

1. ol or society, :

4. for companionship © a social club "

{ 1995 RIR)
While Fairchild i fvetionary of Soctodogy delines socml as follows: “"Having to
do with the reciprocal relation of interacting human being, either as individual or
groups” (1962: 273)

Based on the previeus definitions, social always pertains to the life of the
people in society. Therefore it talks about the people’s activilies, problems and
interactions with others as a apart of socicty in 2 place where one lives. So. the
social condition is the circumstnces of living together in society that pertain
reciprocal relation of people’s interaction with all aspects of hife.

3.2 The Meaning of Immaral Attitude

This sub chapter discusses the phrase “immoral attitude™ which consists of
twio words that have different meamings. The word “immoral™ has close relation
with moral study, so it is urgent 10 give further explanation about this phrase.
Generally, immoral is defincd as ignoning the moral standard like smied by AS.

15
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Haornby as Tollows:

1 {ad)) not Gellowing sceepled stundard of morality; bad or wicked,

.y

2. (ad)) not Tollowing accepted standurd of sexual behaviour,
(1995 593)

A, Budiarjo m Kames Psikedeg defines immoral, “"Concerns wilh the decadence
of moral values, A decadence of moral values 15 not identical with amoral™
(1987: 196), As the word “immoral” is the opposite of the word “moral”, 30 it is
necessary to define the word moral iisell

The term “moral™ has several definitions which is defined as 1o each
goodness or corrections of behaviour of what as pood and bad. William Morris in
The American Herngge Dictionary of English Language defines moral as;

1. have concemed with the judgement of the goodness and badness of
human action and character, pertaining to the ::hm:r.rnment of good and
evil.

2. designed to teach goodness and correciness of Lhumtnr and behaviour,
mstructive of what is good and bad;

3. being or acting in accordness with standards and pnnmplcﬂ of goodness
or established codes of behaviour, especially with regard 1o several
conduct.

~  {1971: B52),

While William Kenney in How fo Analyze Fiction siates “moral is o piece of
practical moral advice that can be derived from the story; and it has a direct values
as advice 10 the readers™ ( 1966: 89),

While the term “attitude™ has some meanings like defined by Russel
Vench and Daniel Arkkelin i Enviconmental Povelinlogy: An Interdiseiplinary
Perspective as:  That 15, an attitude involves the way we think about, leel about,
and behave woward an object™ (1995 102), Further, Cemille B, Wortman and
Elizabeth F. Loftus in Psychology who define the word “attitude™ ag [ollows:

"A dsposition to respond favorably or unfavorably toward some persons,
thing, event, place, idea, or situation. Attitudes, in other words, are thought
and feclings that encourage us 1o act as il we like or dislike something.”
(1992: 558)
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So, the word “immoral” as an adjective and the word “atttude” as a noun
are combined, they become a phrase “immoral attitude™ 1t means that the way of
thinking of somebody toward somebody else or something else, as the reaction,
which its moral quality being lowered because the result of the reachion process in
the mind of the reacted person. The reaction is not following accepted standard of
moral either bad or wicked.

33 The Meaning of Tragic Life

There are often unexpected problems that happen mostly in human life,
which are sometimes profoundly difficult 1o overcome. In many respects, it
depends on the way how the people face thear lives. It 15 undoubtedly true that lile
15 full of conflicts, dilemmas, suffenng, and disasiers. Such & condition 15 very
likely 1o lead people to @l isdo musery, depression, of destruction, Tlas sub
chapter disgusses the phrase trmagic life bocause one locus nzi';lw discussion s
Ivanov’s tragnc hife :

The word trgsc s the adjective Torm ol the mud‘lluy,un.l}' | siurenee

Urdang i Random Hlouse Dictiomary of Faglich Langege defines the word tragic

as follows:
| of, pertaining 1o, or charactenstic ol tragedy, or pathetic,
2, extremly mournful, melancholy.
3. dreadful calamitous or fatal,

(1968, 1393),

While in Ve New Gredior Websier Internaremad Dichienary of The haglish
Language, Mano Pei clanifies that meaning of tragic lile 1s perlaining tragedy, or
the nature or character of tragedy, lamentable, dreadful” (1971 1045).

Based on the above explanation, il is said that the word fragic 18 the
charactenstic of tragedy. 1t 1s marked by disaster, dread, calamity, and falality. In
the play, Ivanov has failed to reach what he dreams of all of his life. This
condition makes his life full of sad events, such as suffering, frustration, confhicts,

and depression.
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The word “lile” according fo Laurence Urdang in the Rawdom [ouse
Dictiomary of English Language means *lhife (noun):

1. the ammate existence of an individual
2 o living being,
3 ammalon, livencss,

(1968: 781}

If the word “tragic” as an adjective and the word “lifc™ as a noun arc
combined, it becomes a phrase “tragic life”. It means a living being or people
who get a bad condition in their lives. They probably live in misery, suffening, und
despair. In the play, Nicholas Ivanov is prescnicd as the discussed character who
expenences an unhappy life caused by his own fault He does not realize that he
fails in achieving what he wants. This condition makes him get terrible conflicts
which lead 1o s tragic hic Ile even cnds his lifc iagically by commilting
swicade, .

r
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CONCLUSION

Ivanov 15 one of Anton Chekhov's five greatest plays besides fhe Seagnll,
Unele Vamwa, Three Sisters, and The Cherry Ovchard. This play contams four acts
in which Chekhov succeeds to establish human life problems in wnitten matenal
and performs it on the stage. /vanov 1s a play entitled by the name of the depressed
character which is discussed in this thesis His idea to present Ivanov as the
depressed character of his play has attracted to discuss further, This play describes
psvchological and sociological eonflicts expencenced by Ivanov.

Everybody may endure some conflicts in daily life, whether those are
internal or external conflicts. Internal conflicts concern with the state of mind ol
someone. [0 this play, Ivanov experiences these internal conflicgs because he linds
some diffieulties in deciding the right way of athiludes and actions. T herefore, his
attitudes and his actions are dominated by his depressed feclings He does
everything by his unconsciousness through the changing of s morality. Ivanov
dlso experiences external conflicts. Externul conflicts concern with the conflicts
hetween someone toward the others. [vanov feels termible conflicts with his famaly
and his ‘surmundmg'_:. He gets faillures in overcoming all the problems without
support from his surroundings. His problems can be more scnious since be does
immaoral things toward his wile and the daughter ol a rich neighbour, to whom he
plans to marry

This thesis also proves how the influence of society wward vanov's
personaliy  especially the changng of s annudes toward others  lvanov
expenences the difficulties 1n deciding the night way of attitudes and actions
which arc caused by the pressures of his surroundings. These hindrances lead him
to violate the social norms about the mamage. He wkes adultery with Sasha whalc
his wifc 1s being sick. Further, Ivanov 1s regarded having depressed feelings since
he shows the sympioms of the depression as stated by Wayne Waiten. He cannot

reach his dreams or his ideas. Because of that, he endures longer sad events such

——
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as inmost sufferings and termble conllicts. Fis depressed feelings exceed longer
than the normal depression so, he gets clinical depression

The depression, Ivanov endures, is stated clearly in the drama although
there is no solution at the end of the play. Anton Chekhov gives a message, that s,
the people should care about other’s condition especially when someone does the
wrong-way., Eventhough, somcone can be supposed having a lot of sins and
mistakes, the people cannot blame and damn him or her. These may be caused by
the depression he or she endures, then, he or she cannot do the right ways and
actions as Ivanov does In short, his social condimion can be the causes of s
immuoral atitudes which lead to his tragic life
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