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1.1 The Rationale

Man i created to fulfill his material or immateral needs in his life,
Mne kingd of human tmimaterial needs is experience. There are many ways
e fulfill it. Books, newspapers, magazines are all the ways of increasing
our experience, lor example of going places, of doing things in our
imagination thal we might never have a chance o do otherwise, 1t is
stated by Jones {1968:1) that “literature is simply another way we can
experience the world around us throuph our imagnation”,

In literature, there are two imporiant clements, the author and the
works of literature. There is close relation between the authors and their
works. The experience thar is wrillen in a literary work is, sometimes,
the author’s personal expericnces that he has got by himsell in lfe, but
sometimes, it is also the others'. According (o Jones in Cutiines of
Literature the writer of literature applies trath, facts, and strle to the
basle emotions of man such as pity, fear, anger, disgust, vearning, pain,
hope, joy, sormow [ 1968:5).

Besides, ierature s a means to refresh our mind or to entertain us.
As Wellek and Warren say in Theory of Lierature that the fanction of
Literature is to relieve us, either wrilers or readers from pressure of
emaotion [1956;30).

Literary work is typically divided into three categories, novel, play or
drama and poctry. Drama is one form of literary works which delinestes
life and human activity by means of presenting various actions of
characters through dialopues and it is also to be acted on Lhe stape
|Fraske, L196G5:3].

For the aliove reasoen it is obvious that drama is dynamic organism,
because i represents people in aclion. By studying drama, we can also
study human life with all their problems by means of analyzing the

dialogues among the characters,
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Henrik Ibsen is one of the prealesl  Norwegian dramatists and
writers. His works have spread and colored literature all over the world.
Une of his works is Little Eyolf. He wrote Little Eyolf in Christiania in the
summer and autumn of 1894 when he was sixty-six years old.  This
drama consists of three acts. It presents an obvious crisis in Alfred and
Rita's marmiage. Being a possessive woman, she has an obsession tw have
her hushand totally which makes her extremely jealous. When Allred,
restored by several weeks in the mountains, announces that he will
devote himsell 1o s previous neglected little erippled Loy, Rita is jealous
of the child, Alfred’s announcement of his changed prorites and his
close relationship with Asta, Alfred’s halfsister, quickly reveal the

suftfocating elements in his marriage.

1.2 The Problem to Discuss

In wriling a work of literature, sometimes a writer is influenced by his
experience or others, The writer records many things he feels from his life
or social condition as the source of his writing,

In Little Eyolf, the problems are closely related with the conflict in
marriage as the unil of social environment and mostly based on love, As
a human being, Rita has a desire to love and 1o be loved. She loves her
husband passionately which causes her possessive nature increases
toward her husband, She becomes exaggeratedly  jealous when her
hushand has close relationship with his half-sister and has great
intention loward Lheir crippled son, Evolll Those jealousies which arc
dirceted to Evolf and Asta cause the marmage conflicts between Rita and
her husband, Alfred.

1.3 The Scope of Study

In drama, there are many elements that are relaled o each other.
The scope of sludy is important to avoid the discussion lums away mom
the main point of the thesis. This discussion is focused on the main
characters’ marriage conflicts caused by Rita's jealousy to her own san

and her sister- in- law.
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1.4 The Hypothesis

“A hypothesis is an intormed guess or prediction aboul the resalt; @
indicates belpre the study is camded out what the resull will be”
{Me Millan, 1992:15). In this play, the main character gets psychological
problem that is jealousy which siimulates her into cxcessive marringe
contlicts. It can be drawn the hypothesis whether or not the main

character’s contlicts are caused Ty her jealousy,

1.5 The Approaches to Use
In the discussion of the play, a suitable approach is used 1o pel a
clear understanding and detailed explanation about the problem. The
approaches used in analyzing this drama are psychological and
sociological approach because the study in this thesis is close 1o
paychological  and  sociological matters.  According o Scotl, a
psychological approach is an approach o art that penerates three kinds
al illuminations, provides more precise language with which to discuss
the creative process, goes back to the study of the Hle of the author as a
means of understanding their arc and can be used to explain fictitious
charmcter {1962:71-72), The main character in the play has psvchological
problem, that is jealousy which has influenced Hita's attitude toward her
husband, In this case the psyvchological approach studics the mental
condition of the characters and emphasizes the analysis on the state of
mind of the characters.
Whereas a sociological approach is applicd to see the interaction of
the characters in the drama that causes conlliclts, Besides, 11 is used to
understand the social milieu and cxtends to which manner in which the

artist responds o 1t (Scott, 1962:123)

1.6 The Mcthod of Analysis

The melhod s used to analvze the data. In Little Egolf, inductive
method 4% used which Hadi states that inductive methed is a way of
thinking to draw a conclusion from  particular events and facts then from

both of them can be drawn into general idea (1994,42), The application of
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this method in writing the thesis is by Anding some cvents supporting
contlicts in the play. Those can be described as follows; the jealousy of
the main character toward her own son and her sister-in-law reveals the
most important thing thal causes the conilicts, Her passionate love
malkes her become a possessove woman, From this evidence, it can be
drawn into a conclusion that the jealousy of love is the cause of the main
Characters’ marriage conilicn s,

The materials are taken from some available books and references
that are selated to the main point of analysis, so library research will be

appropriate in this case to support the complete data of this thesis.

1.7 The Goals of Study

There arc some goals of study in this thesis, firstly is to make a deep
analysis of the conflicts upon Rita’s marmiage caused by her jealousy
toward her son and her sisler-in-law as the main aspect of the analysis of
the thesis. Secondly 15 1o pain and increase the deep analvsis about
Henrik Ibsen's Litle Syolf The third goal is to apply literary theories,
which I have got during my study in Faculty of Letters. Finally, there is a

hape that it will ennich our knowledge about literahire.

1.8 The Organization of the Thesis

The organization of the thesis is important to get a neal arrangement
in writing the thesis. This thesis is divided into five chapters. The first
chapter is the introduction of the thesis, L shows the description of the
thesis and as the puide to understand the thesis. The second chapler
deseribes the biography of the author and the synopsis of Little Eyolf. The
third chapter explains the meamings of the terms. The fourth chapter
discusses the jealousy as the cause of Rita’s marriage conflicls. Whereas

the last chapter is the conclusion of all the discussinns ol the Thesis,
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CHAPTERNI =~

THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR AND
THE SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY

2.1 The Biography of Henrik Thsen

Henrk Johan Ibsen or more famous as Henrik Thsen, was one of
the preastest Notwegian  playwrights of the 19%-cenmiury  Norwegian
literature. |bsen was penerally well-known as the founder of modern
prose drama, because he presented problems and ideas of the day as the
themes in his works., His [amily was classified into high class tamily
because his father was a prosperons merchant. Tlis father was Koud
Henriksen Ibsen and his mother was Marichen  Altlenburg. 1bsen was
bomm at Skhien on the 200 of March 1828. Tn {836, Knud Ibsen went
bankrupt because he was extravaganl and the family had to move to
Venstoep not far from the cily. There, they lived in poverty, After finishing
his school at Skien, Thsen tried o apprenlice as a pharmacist at another
small town Grimstad. The poverty had made him a stubborn, rebellious
and unsociable in relationship, Then, in 1846 he had to support an
tllegitimate child Ians Jacob., The baby was borm because of his illegal
relationship with a servanl girl Else Borkedal and it made him depressed
i linance,

He began to write poetry in nineleen years old, In 1848, a
revolution swept Europe and Thsen adopted its ideas into his work
Catiline, in verse, which reflected the atmosphere of the revolurion in
HMungary and Germany, Cabiine was his first work and published in
1849, Unfortunately, it failed in marketing. As his experience in
pharmacy, he hoped to become a physician. Early in 1830 Tbhsen left
Grimstad to Christiania (now Oslo). Tle entersd Heltbergs Cstudent
l[actory’, a preparatory school to enter University, He failed in entrance
examination but his name was known in universily circles because he

was achive in journalistic and wrote a piece or wo fur the stage, In the
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same year, he wrole his second play The Burial Mound [also known as
The Worrior's Barrow).

During the year, he made a verv hard livelihood in Christisrnia as a
journalist. However, in November 1851 he had & good forfune 1o be stage
manager al the National Theatre in Bergen. e was discoversd by Ole
Bull a violinist who was looking Tor a falented assistant dirceler and
playwright. e was there during six vears. He produced four plays, St
John's Night (1552 was wrilten during his travelling to Copenhagen and
Dresden (o study the theatre, Lady inger of Ostraar (1855), The Feast at
Solheaugh (1856) and Olaf Wl Jekrans [I857). Iie also met Susannah
Thoresen, the daughter ol Dean Thoresen in Bergen, She was a woman
with high spiril, energetic and supported lbsen in  his misfortune of life.
They were married in 1858,

Ihsen returned in 1857 (o Christiania to become the new manager
ol the Norwegian Theatre, He kept the position until 1962 when linally it
wenl hankrupt, On December 23+, 1859, his son Sigund was horn, for
the marmiage between him and Susannah Thoresen, His fmmily  life
seemed happy enough but it also pressed his financial ditficulty. e had
made some works but most of them  failed.

In 1862 he wrole Lowve's Comedy, o modern verse satire, as his
first. work during five years of his absence in writing. It became the
awakening period- of his literary carcer. Continued by The Pretenders
(1864} which was staged in Christiania and got a saccess. 1t led him to
recoive grant  ravelling from government to stdy in Rome and Parcis. e
left Norway in April to Italy and travelled abiooadd for the next lwenty
seven years. During this time, when he hwved n Home, Munich and
Uresden, [bsen wrote most of his bezl-known works, Omne of ihem was
Brond (125650, a symbolic ragedy abourt a priest Lirand who  [ollowed his
high principles, at the end he died in an avalanche. The publication of
Brand made Thsen become famous throughout Scandinavia.

Following the success of Brand, I[bsen wrote Peer Gunt (1867 in

verse whenn he was o Fome,  This work was sacoe=sl, 1L was a
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magnificent work in modern Norwegian literature, put it equal with the
finest Turopean poetry at the century.

In 1868, after spending the time in Rome which gave him many
inspirations and successes, Henrik Ibsen moved to Dresden and settled
there. The next year The League of Youth was written, [t was the earliest
af his prose dramas, the political comedy, a photographic picture of
liberal politdcians of the day. Ibsen himself considered Emperor and
Galilean {1873) was his most important play. It was completed after nine
vears, about Christianity, Tt had a subject of the unsuccessiul struggle of
Julian the Emperor to provoke the world against the rnsing tide of
Christianity. Even finally he devoled himself to the rebigion of
Christianity. This work preserved a colour of idealism and even of
Ty SLIC ST,

The new period of Theen began by Pillars of Sedety (1877) in
Munich. Continued by & Dell’s House (1879 a social drama on marmiage,
in which a woman refused to obey her hushand and walked out from her
perfect marriage. It was lbsen's contribution to feminist movement. The
work caused sensation and toured FEurope and Amerca. Ghost (1881}
touched the forbidden subject of heredity venereal disease and attacked
socidl conventions as destroyers of life and happiness, n Enemny of the
Peopie (1882) Ibsen altacked ‘the compact lberal majomby’  and the
conformity of mass opinion. In this play he tried to say that a majority
mighit be wrong,

lhsen's next drama, The Wild Duck (1854) is the story of peaple
Hving in illussions hecause they are not strong enouzh to face reality. TI
was wnitten when he was ffty four years old and got success. With
Rosmersholm {1886] he rose to the height of his pemius. He began 1o
compose 4 series of symbolical dramas and poctical characters, lhese
were the mystical The Lady from the Sea (1883) The Master Suilder
(18540 and Little Eyolf (1894). Continued by John Gabriel Barkman (1896)
and When We Dead Awaken (1599] as his last drama.

lhsen returned to Norway in 1891 and lived there for the rest of

his life. He continued to write until a stroke in 19040, In 1898, on the
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occasion of his sevenlieth birthday, he received the highest honour from
his country and congratlations and gifts from all parts of the wockd. Tlis
health began to decline after his stroke and he died in Christiania on
May 230, 1906, The last years of his life were clouded by mental illness.
Although Henrik |bsen was never fully appreciated during his life time,
he had w be recognized as one of the preatest dramatists of all Hme and

the Father of Modern Drama’,

2.1 The Synopsis of the Play

Little Eyolf is a play which consists of three acts, The aclion lakes
place on Allmers' beauliful cstate, by a fiord in western Norway, a fow
miles outside the town. Alfred Allmers is a scholar, He is busy writing a
book of the Responsibility of Man. He has a beautiful wife, Rita and a
child, Evolf. They often call him Little Evolf. Asta, Allred’s halfsister, lives
mn lown bul she often takes the steamer out o visit her beloved brother
and sister- in- law.

The marringe of Alfred Allmers and Rita has Leen extremely happy
[or the years of their marriage. As the vears passed, Allred leels that he is
Lhe subject to ‘the law of change’, a kind of transforralion in human lite
crcle of interest. In his life, the place of passion becomes less and less
important, while the demands of his mind and his spiril are growing, His
passion o Rita does not like their first vears. However, Rita does nol
undersiand this condition. She sl feels that her love-life with her
hushand will last forever in passion,

Alfred Allmers decides to go to the mountain amd spends scveral
days there. He iries to heal the crisis of emolional life. He takes his
writing materials with him. Now his son Eyolf is nine vears old. He is a
crippled bov. The accident happened when he was still infant. e laid on
the table and fell down when his parents did nol keep an eve on him in a
moment. The accident left them something unforgettable, His legs gor
injured and could not be cured. 8o, Evoll became a cnppled boy and

wused a crutch for the rest of his Lite,
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Both Rita and Alfred are sad about the condition. Rita has great
sorrow on Eyolf’s calamity but she cannot love him truly as a mother to
her son. She loves him but also jealous of him at the same time. She is
scared that Alfred will neglect her and pour his love to the son and the
tamily. As the time passed, she ¢ven wishes that Evoelf mav not exist in
her marripe's life.

Alter several days, Alfred Allmers has come back from his jourmey
to the mounlain, He announces that he will give up his hook making and
devote himsell to the furtherance of his son’s welfare, He feels that he
has neglected the little Hhoy. S0, he wants to be a real father or him, He
wants to help him to reveal his dream and ambition and bring him 1o
self- fultilhment. Evoll is a crippled boy but he wants 1o be able to swim
because the chilibren around the estate always mock him to his inability
i swimming., Above all he wants 1o be 2 soldier which is something hard
lo realize, So Alfred wanls (o refer and shape Evolf's dreams into the
right way based on his real conditon. Asta and Rita are swrprised about
this decision because as they know that he loves his work on the book
very much, Rita cannot accept it because basically, she loves her
husband passionately and does not want to share him with anvhody else.

When they are arguing about Alfred’s decision, a sirange womsn
cilled the Rar-Wife visits the Allmers estate. She is a woman who has the
power semething like mapic chann by which she could lead anything
gonawing, crawling and creeping drawing away from the land and out to
the deep warter. Little Evolf is scared and shocked when he looks at her,
but later he 15 interested in her. He goes down (o the garden and follows
hee. Aller @ while, he gets on the jetly looking out over the fjord, falls
inle the water and gets drowned, Then the undertow comes and carries
him put toward the sea.

Eita and Allfred are shocked at the news of the tragedy, Ripght now
Little Evolt only becomes a memory  {or both the father and mother. They
remind how little Eyolf has become a crippled boy, They blame each other
of the fault and how actually they do not love him because there is

someone who is Eyvoll close to, that is Asta. Rita accusses Asta has scized


http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

the boy from her with her love and tenderness since the accident which
had made Evolf a crippled bov. The close relationship between Asta and
Evolf makes Rita jealous of her. Moreover the great affection which is
given by Alfred to Asta males her jealonsy hecome worse. They have Inst
their passion each other and it makes their marriage seem poing to b
broken.

On another occasion, Alfred and Asta recollect how their lively
childhood was., He remembered how he called Asta as litle Eyvoll because
she was young and small and how they faced their life aler the death of
their parents. Thev lived happily and shared evervihing by (wo, Alfred
fecis that there is nothing to be maintained 4l all n his marmiage. He
urges Asta to live together in two as brother and sister like their past life
because he thinks thal such kind of relationship does not obey ‘the law
of change’. Surprisingly, Asta tcfuses this idea, Then she shows her
mother’s letters to Alfred. It says that Asta is not his sister. Asta is not
the daughler of Alfred’s father, but from another man. So, They are not
hinlogically related.

Asta leaves Alfred and chooses o go away with Borghejm, an
engineer who is interesied in her because there is nothing to keep her
any longer in the estate. There is no littile crippled boy who needs her Iove
and carc anymore. She realizes thatl if she stavs in the cstate, Alfred’s
affection will be given to her and Rita will be drifted away.

Now, Rita and Alfred are left alone o face their next life, Rita is
haunted by a huge open eves staring at her amd the voice the crutch is
Moabing'. A memory of the accident when Little Evolf got drowned. Alfred
oflers how if they part, because he wants to spend the rest of his lile in
the mountain. So, Allred told his secret experience in the mountain. It
was when he wanted 1o cross the lake. There was no one or a boat there.
Then he tried o find another way. He lost all senses of direclions and he
thought that he wonld never come back again. He struggled alone and he
el & death was walking beside him, They were like two good friends.
Strangely, he came on the other side of the lake, That experience had

resolved him. He realized that he had wasted his time only in his work,
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I

while there was something more important to be atlended, He telt he had
neglected his son. So he turned back and came back to Evolf.

Finally Rita realizes that she cannot hold Alfred anvmare, She
plans 1o help the poor children in the village around her estate and lakes
care of them to fill the emptiness with something resembling love, After
hearing his wife’s desite he comes 1o his conclusion thal Rita has
changed a lot. AL last he agrees thal togheter they may find new

satisfaction in life by helping and caring others,
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CHAPTER II  ——_
THE MEANINGS OF THE TERMS

The thesis discusses about jealousy as the cause of marriage
conflicts. To gain a better understanding of the discussion, it is necessary
to catch clearly the definitions of the terms used in the thesis. It is
important to do so because some of the readers may not be familiar with

these lerminologics which are relaled to the discussions.

3.1 The Meaning of Jealousy

Jealopusy is the first term which is used in Lhe thesis as the main
subject of the discussions. To obtain the deep analvsis of the term, it is
necessary to know the word jealous as the root of the word jealousy.

in Oxford Advanced Learmer's Dictiorary of Crurrent Enghish. jealous
is defined as:

l. Teeling or showing fear or ill will because of possible or
actual loss of meht or love.
2, leeling or showing unhappiness because ol the better
ortane, ete, of others
Then jealousy is defined as:
1. being jealous
2. mmstance of this; acl or ullerances that shows jealous

(Hornbw, 1987:435335]

Based on Random House Dictiomary of the English Language,
Urdang et al, (1987:717) explain that jealous’is;

fearful of losing another’s affection
troubled by suspicious  or  fears  or  rivalry,
unfaithfullness ete, as in love or aims
3. solicitous or vigilanl in maintaining or puarding
something
While jealousy is explained as:
L. mental iliness, etc. s in love or aims
4. wvigilance In maintaning or guarding something
3. a jealous feeling, disposition, state or mood

B pet

Another meaning of jealousy according to Reaske (1960:42) in

mowt o Analyze Drame is " |, simply defined as human covy, other times
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as over-whelmingly bitter hatred is operative in most human
relationship”. Hilgrad [1962:517) mentons that jealousy is a specinl
torm of anxiety arising from lear of loss of a loved one’s affection to rival
with both emotional and motivational consecquences.

Based on the explanalions above, it could be concluded that
jealousy is a kind of emotional attitude toward another who is oving o
scize someone’s important thing, [t is characterized by feeling of anger,
depression and hatred. The main cause is based on someone’s anxiery

ol loging another love or affection.

3.2 The Meaning of Marriage Conflict

The next l(ermn is marrage conflict. This lerm consists of two
waords: martiage and conflice. First of all, The Encyclopedin Britannica
delines marmage as:

a legally and socially sanctioned union between one or

more husbands and one or more wives thatl accords status

L their off spring and is regulated by laws, rules, customs,

beliels and attitudes that prescribe the rights and dubes of

Lhe partners [1973:926)

While Urdang et al (1967:819) explain that marriage is, “the social
imstitution under which a man and woman cstablish their decision (o live
as husband and wife by legal commitments, relipious ceremonies etc.”
Moreover Pei in The Lexicon Webster Dictionary states that marriage is
the social insttution by which a woman and a man are legally united and
establish a new family unit {1976:584).

The second word is conflicl, Every fiction and drama always have
contlicts 1o support other clements of literature. Shaw [ 1972:92) states
the definition of conflict is the opposition of persons or forces upon which
the action depends on drama and fAction, The dramatic conflict is the
strugele which grows of the interplay of oppossing forces (ideas, interests,
wills) in & plot; conflict may be termed the material from which a plot is

Consirucied,

Whereas Hornby [1987: 178) points out that conflict. is,

1. light; strugele; quarrel;
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2. [of opinions, desires, ctc) oppositions; dillerence be in

opposition or disagreement wath.

From the definitions abowve, it can be summarzed thal the
marriage is the legal union between man and woman to form & family as
a husband and a wife, [n 4 marriage oo, a hushand and a wife will not
be related only in sexual relationship, but also in maintaining house hold
financial matter. This relationship also involves the children in il They
will bear children and others based on love and responsibility, Then
conflict is the dilference, disagreement or opposing  persons in interests,
ideas with himsell, others or surroundings.

[n short, marriage conflict is the difference of interests, adeas
which happen to a husband and a wife in & marmape mstitation,

The marriage between Alfred Allmers and Rita s Qlled by
happiness, Rita loves her husband very much and does not want to share
him with anybody e¢lse. When Alfted gives much attention to his crippled
son and his half-sister, Kita fecls that she is drfted away. She is jealous
nf  them who have close relationship with Alfred, Her jealousy may be
hatred that influences her atbtude. It causes the conflicls in her

marmage especially with her husband,
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jealousy with love. Jealousy and love are a kind of emotion. This leeling
of love can change into jealousy if what he loves is seized Dy someone
else. At last, jealousy can turn intn hatred, Therefore, jealousy s usaally
followed Ty hatred.

In Litle Eyolf, the jealousy of lowve s the ioame cause of Hila's
marmage confbicts, It creates her hatred toward anvone who has close
relationship with Alfred. Besides, it influences her atiicode. Therefors,
Alired feels nneasy with her and controversies happen between him and
Rita. The controversies can thresaten the marmage mio dissension. It can
be concluded that jealousy can create controversies hetween a husbhand

amndd 4 wile in 4 marriage.
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