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CHAFTER
INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Ratidnale

There are thee: major forms of lileralure, namely — novzl, drama. and
poetry. Poctry (s different rom any sther forms of literature. Poatry is the must
condensed and concentrated form of literature, saying most in the fewest number
ol words (Perrine, 1933; 523), ls langunge is using patterned lenguage thal iy
different from daily cenversation language, Poglry 18 a literary work in metrical
form or pattemned langonge (Shaw, 1905: 292}, Poetry as a wirk of literaure -
reveals il beauly thrpugh langusge snd the mmagnstion of the poet. A poel
crr:atc!. poctry in order to either emermin or educate. Many peems try o be
cntertaining and instructive, both amusing and edifving at the same time (Reaske,
1966: ). Sir Philip Sidney savs, "Poctry is speaking picture, with e end 10 weach
and delight” {Bhurton, 1974: 136). Peetry 15 hard 1o understand becanse the words
overflow  spontancously from the deep feeling of human being, especially the
poct. Wordsworth statcs that

“For all good poctry & the spontancows overllow of powerful
feelings: bul though this be true, poems o which any value can be
stiached, were never produced on any varlery of subjects bul by a
man, who being possessed of more than usual orgunic sensibility,
had also thought long and deeply.”™

(Bhurton, 1974: 141)

Keats savs, "I poetry comes nol as maturally as the leaves o a tree, it bad betler
not come at all™ (Bhumon, 1974 141,
Life 13 always mteresting to discuss, Most poets take life as the subject of

their werks, They express olher's experiences or their own in the form of literary
works,

Poetry takes all lifc as ity province. Its primary concem is nol
with heauty. not with philosaphical iruth, nol with persaasion but
with expenence. Beauty and philosophical mrath are sspects of



experience. and the poct is often engaged with them. But poetry
us @ whole is concerned with all kinds of experience.
(Pemine, 1983: 522}

A poet creates his good, brilliant, and critical idea of life in pretty words in the
form of poetry. We can say that poetry often comes as the reflection of life.
Matthew Amold states that “Poetry is at the boltem is g crbicism ol life, the
greatness of a poct lies in his powerfil and beautiful application of ideas to life, 1o
the question: How 1o live™ (Bhordon, 1974: 37). There 13 a relationship between
poetry and life. We can pet an understanding of society by understanding of
poctry because somelimes poelry is crenled [rom the inlerlerence of socicly and
on the other hand, the spirit of life comes from poetry. Reaske states that “We
arrive dl 4 prester understanding ol people und of our socicty by amiving ot an
understanding of poetry: there is indeed a relationship between “the literature we
resd and the Life we Tead™ ( 1966: 10}

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was the most popular American poet in
nincleenth century. He wus very productive (o exinblish his achicvement from the
late nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth. Nearly every school-age chald in the
United States and maost of those in Britsin were required 1o read some of his lines
(Magill, 1982: 17450 He gave ar important coninbution lo the 1mportant
relationship between America and Esrope literatore (|Unger, 1974: 487). lle has
the abilily W make his moral rellections arise vut of expenience; cmerge from the
substance of the stories he tells. the inages he presents. e sees the phenomenon
around vim, slavery rooled thil is in society, The Hacks got bad freatment from
the whites. They treated the blacks as slaves tha had 0 gerve them all life.
Through hiz work he eriticizes the hife of Megro thst connot be separnted from
slavery. As a poet, Longfellow creates poetry that reflects the lile of American
Slavery. He cannot accept the fact about the condition of Negroes that always live
under skovery during their Hives. The whites took their freedom as the real essence
of men The blacks bave a groat hope that slavery will be abolished so the
MNegroes will get the hetter position as hwnan beiwg, which have the suthority
toward their lives and their freedom. Meanwhile, in fact slavery aill exists even
thawigh some elforts for abolishing sdovery had heen dome.



Poctry always concerns with life, bul poetry canmol chmge any social
conditicns. The posts may not stop what happen in life and may aol change the
destiny of mun or nuion. The pocts only try 0 speak about their condition.
Eberhant (1979; K7) states that, *“Pocry may not change the fatc of nations, but
poets should do and speak from their consciences against every hind of tyrunny
and evil They defend the best part of man and sustain cultural values in society.”

This thesis 15 concentrated on Longlellow’s Gve pocms. Those poems arg:
To William £ Chanming, The Slave in The Dismal Swamp, The Witnesses, The
Warning, and The Slove Singing at Midnight, These poems generally talk about
slavery, Moreover, hese poems particularly declare the sympathy and
endarsement for the nlave's rights. Thia work, somehow. 13 very oppealing sinee, oo
Longfellow, ns the “white” author, affirmed himsell 1o probe Afro-American
peaple in slavery time of America. The explananor above motivate the wnter to
choose Longlellow's five poems tha reflect the exisience of slavery in America
as the suhject of the study in this thez s

1.2 The Problem to Discuss

The problem of this study couls wjlhsluv:l]rlhllcxiﬂqlinhmﬁ::jﬂ.
Some people are for and some pecple are against slavery. Negroes as m .
expericaced bod aud isbunsay peabuenl. They Lad b Live waba presme mui"»f*
the blackness of their skin. The Thineenth Amendwen forhids savery and tha
MNegroes are said 1o heve equal right with other mces. In reality. slavery had not
been really abolished.

lenry Wadsworth Longfellow as a white American Poct writes poems on
slavery which coosidercd 1o be eruel and inhuman instution hat should by '

aholished. The problem to discuss in this thesis is o question on the ways that the

poct hiad applied in his poems (o criticize slavery mshilution,

1.3 Lhe Scope of the Study
The study is limited on five poems of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
which contents deal with slavery, Those pocms are To Williom E Charming. The



Slave in The Dismal Nvamp, The Wikmesses, The Warning, and The Slave Ninging
af Midmight, All of thewe poems reflect slavery in Anenca thal male the Negrocs
face hand and sorrowfid life.

The materials of discussion are taken from the text of the pocms. Il means
that the analysis 15 based on the conlent of the poems. The scope of the study
focuscs on textual analysis.

1.4 The Approaches (o Use .

To gel an uppropriste analysis, two suimble approaches are applied.
Sociological approach is applied to know the condilion of Negroes during the era
ol alavery, This approsch i used w understand the social inilicu in wlivh e pue
respondzd to. The use ol socielogical ppproach stants from the assumption that
literstur: and socicty are two parts that cannot be separmted. Scott (1962:123)
states that liternture s not created n vacuums it = the work not simply of a
person, but of an author fixed in time and space, mswering 10 o community of
which he s an imporant figure, bocuuse he 15 pn articulate part. it means that
hiterature is the reflection of society. I conves us & response Wward the phenomena
that hapaens in socicty

Historical approach 15 applied 10 know the history of Negro in America. li
comes from the idea of Semi (1993 65), which says tha lierary work is hisiorical
fact becanse il is human creation in o cerluin period that brings its spirit. This
approach will belp us 10 scurch the history of Negro in the age of slavery, and
their straggles for freedom thut strted in the carlier period, in the slavery period,
Longfellow reveals this condition through his poems thut will be discussed in this
thesis.

Through these epproaches we can see reciprocal relation between literature
and socizty. Ad Hary Lavin States;

“..the relution between literature and society is mciprocal.
Literatnre 2 oot only the #lTect of sociel canses; but ot also the
cause of social effect.”

(in Scott, 1362: 126)




1.5 The Method of the Study

The method of snalyvis in this study i deductive ane It wall start from the
specific explonation 1 the general one. This study is also done by means of
libeary research in which the muleruly, the data, and information are collected
from scverl books und dictionaries (Nasurion, 1999 10).

1.6 The Goals of the Study

There are some purposes of wriling (his thesis. The first is 1o prove thal
Longfellow's five poems are reflection of American slavery. The second is w
know the life of Negroes in Amernca and how they did the efforts Jor the survival

to get freodom, The lasl pim tu to apply knowledge that the wiiter has pot in -

Facully of Letiers, especially the study of poetry. 11 1 hoped that this simple thesis
will be 1 useful contribution (o give Dirther information about American literature,
wspecially Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's work.

1.7 The Organization of the Thesis

This thesis consists of five chapters. Chapler one preserts introductior
which i divided inlo seven sub chapters. Chapter two describes the biography of
Henry Wadsworth |ongfellow. Chaprer three concerns with (he history of
Annricas slavery mal the influciwe 10 Anverican iteramure. Chapter four is the
main discussion aboxt Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's five poems as the
reflection of Americun Slavery. The whole discussion of this thesis concluded i
chapler five.



CHAPTERTII
THE BIOGRAPHY OF HENRY WADSWORTH

LONGFELLOW

lHenry Wadsworth Longfellow was bom ‘at Portland. Maine, on
February 27, 1807, He was the sccond ol eight children. His mother’s name is
Zilpah. She was the siggest influence of Longfellow’s literary interests and
inspired him with her own religious motivated wealism, including a lifelong
hatred of war and viclence, s lutaer, Stephen Longfellow, was a lawyer, a
trustee of Bowdoin College, and Congressman from Maine. He was an
advisor to s son who provided him wilh Imancwal aw as owell as
encouragement al the beginning of Fis career.

In 1821, Longfellow entered Bowdein College, at Bnumswick. Mainc.
Beside his formual education in Bowdoin, he also received the informal
education by joning in the Poucinian, a litcrary socicty with & well-stocked
library. The reading and critical discussion of papers of its meetings sharpened
Longfellow’s growing desire for a literary career. |le was graduated in 1825
and wm offered to continoe his study in Europe w get his professorship. The
offcr was guickly seeepied, und os May 15, 1826, Longfellow sailed from
New York. For three vears, he was in France, Spain, Ialy, and Germany.

Assuming his professiona]l duties in September 1829, Longliellow
discovered that he had virtually to establish a wew area of smdies and to
provide its materials; betwoen [B30-1832 he edited or translated six texts m
French. Spanish snd lialinn, His compedence in busie instructon, skall as oa
lecturer, and courtesy 1o student quickly made him an influential teacher.
Further, he was making o professions] repulation.

After a shorl courtship, Longfellow married in 1831 o Marry Storer
Potter, 1 delicately attractive girl intercsted in mathematics and poctry. who
made v sell~elfacmg bul elfective helpmaote. In 1B3II-1834 Dutre-Mer: A
Pilerimage beyond the Sea was peblished. In 1834, George licknor, Smith
Mrofessar of Modern Laneuages at Harvard College, designated Longfcllow as



his successor. Once more preparatary study abroad. Longfcllow and his wile
lefl for Europe in April 1835 He sddod Duich, Danich, Ieslandie Swedish,
and some Finnish to bis store of languages. acquired a thorough knowledge ol
German romuntic litemture. The vielent cmotional expenience originate in his
wile's death. Marry's health hud elways been uncerntain; she was pregnant,
and the rigors ol Scandinavian tip exhavsted her. Back in Holland, she
suffered from a miscarriage; infoction subseguently developed, and on
Novemoer 29, 1835 she died. Longfellow was hacnmted by loneliness and oflen
acutely depriessed,

n spring of 1836, his spirits slightly improved. Longfellow visited the
Tyrol. n July, st Intrlaken, he cneountered the wealthy Bostonion Mathun
Appleton and his faily, and with he beautiful, wlented and sensitive young
Frances Appleton he el in love. 1o August he had to leave for Amenca. his
love umreturned; this began an exended courtship, long unpromising and
hroken off by Fanny afler publicaiion of the astobiographical Hyperion in
1839. A chance meeting four years later became a reconcilislion of theis
courtship. and on April 17, 1843, Longfellow received a note from Fanny that
set him walk at top speed from Cambridge to Boston through a transfigurcd
day. and into one of the happiest marriage on July 13, 1343, Her lather. o
wealthy cotton-mill propricior, presenied the cogple with Craigic House as &
wedding present. Longfellow’s life now flowed on placidly, in the Congeniul
Cambrilge society.

1839, he published Veices of the Night, his first collection of poems,
some of which. including the sensationally popubar 4 Fsalm of Life had beer
previously printed in magazines, Ballads and Ciher Povms followed in 1841
Ppems om Slavery wis writlen during his retuen from brief third Buropean tnp
in 1B4%. Poems on Siavery might ke not only Longlellow™s sympathy towarc
the slave’s suffering life, but ulso his impression toward the slave’s lifc ic
facing and bearing the oppression. Both attitudes supported s position as the
sboliticnist. 11is sympathy expresses Longlellow’s religiots convictions
oward Unitarianism. A poctic druma, The Spansh Srudewr, in book form



1843, The yvears from 1843 10 1860 were Longfellow’s most fruitful. Besides
editing and contributing 1o three eallections of verse, he wrole many of his
hest shorter poems, gathered in The Belfry of Bruges and (ther Pocms (1846)
and The seavide and the Vireside (1850), Tales of A Wavside Inm; a novel
Kavanagh {1849); ard his most ssccessful long pooms Evamgeline (1847),
The Geoldden Legend (1B51), The Sonp of Higwatha (1835) and Fhe Courtship
of Miles Standish ( 1858). Many of the volumes sold in numbers and with a
speed unprecedented in American publishing history. Longfe low observed
the sharpening prewsr tensions closcly and with growing concern. The
opening of hostilities make him sad because his abhorrence of slavery and his
hatred of war.

Then tragic :xperience of his life happened, on July % 1861
Longfellow was resting on a bed, in an adjoining room. his romantically loved
wile was sealing locks ol their dacghters® hair in packets. Uhen o spark or 2
drop of hot wax ignited Fanny's (limsy summer dress. A blaze and in agony
she mn 1o Longfellow, whose effons to beat out the flames lefl him eriticully
burned During the night, Fanny died. While she was being  buried,
Longfdlow lay helpless in bed. Physically he made u thorcugh recovery,
although the circumstances of Famy's death had & strong consequence; the
scars on Longlellow's fave wade fnilier shavicg impossible, and thus was
created the bearded imspe. Psychic recovery come slowly, and the inner
wounds never complstely healed. His suffering toward the tragic death of his
wife was reflect in his sonnct The Cross of Saow was wnilten in 1879, whea
Longlellow came upon a picture of a mountain m whose ravines lay a cross-
shaped deposit of snow, and found there the image of his endless puin. The
Crosy of Snow was published posthumously; like another somet, the Mezzo
Camemin of 1842, it seemed to Longfellow 1wo personal for being printed.

Initinlly forcing himself 1w resume as an escape from grief, Longfellow
wity soon engaged 0 some ol his wost ambitious undertaking. The throe series
ol narmative poems constiating Tales of 4 Wapside Tnn were published in
1863, 1872, und 1874 respectively: the translation of the whole of The Livina
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(ommedia occupied the years from 1865 (o 1967: the New England Tragedics
appenred in 1868 and The D¥vine Troged in 1871 two works that were linked
with The Golden Legend to make up the complele Christis in 1872, From
1876 to 1879 Longfellow acted as an editor, in practice as editor-in-chiel, of
the thiny one volumes of Poemy of Maces, which included several of his own
contributions. Meuntime, a bt shightly diminished flow of shorter poems.
mciuding the fine soanets, continuad, filling most of Aftermath (1873). The
Masque of Pandora and (dher Pocms (1875); Keramos and (fther Poems
(18T8)" and Ultima Tawle (1880),

The last European journey in 1868-1869 was un almost roval progress.
lie reccived dogreos from Cambridge and Oxford, und was given a provate =~ -
andicnee by (ueen Victonia, Vicwor Hlugo saluted Longfcllow s a man wha
brought honor to America. Tle was ciearly the werowned poe: lavreate, and
he plaved his part to the end. On March 12, 1882, he finished ten six fine
stanzus of The Belly of Sar Rlaxs, 1is health began to fail belore the work was
complacd nnd he died from peritomtis aller o short illness on March 24, 1382
His project, o project on poctic dramn Michael Angelo was mmcompletec
because of his death Aller his death, he became the only American to be
honored with a bust in the Moet’s Comer of Westminster Abbey.

According 1o Rene Wellek and Austin Wancw, o iclale the literary
work with social development one applics three terms. One of them is
soviology of the writer. 1t 15 relaied (o 1.ongfellow’s existence g8 & mem her ﬁ;r":m
American society, The soviology of Longfellow ncludes his social life,
attitude and ideology, They show the situation or issues of which the wriler
has tahen part (Wellek, 1956: 196). Knowing Longfellow’s biography will /
help the writer 1o nnaly 2¢ 1.ongfellow’s five poems,




CHAFPTER 111
THE HISTORY OF SLAVERY IN AMERICA AND ITS
INFLUENCE IN AMERICAN LITERATURE

11 The History of Shvery in America
Slavery is o wide wvaricly ol conditions wherchy one  person
subordiantes another, usually by the exercise of physical coercion, and exerts
some proprictorship, ¢ither legally or customarily {E;icjscfﬂpm'i'a Americonmi
ol 24, 1988 19), Floventinua states “Slavery is an institition of the law of
niations, wherehy someone agalnst nature is made subject to the ownership of
another” (in Gumsey, 996 64). A sluve s a properiy for the ewner. For the
masters, slaves are investment and sroperty that should be protected (Sowell,
1989 253) The muawer or the sluve owner hos the right over slaves, so the
slave is ofien treated badly and inhamanly. The slaves cannot have their own
freciom. The owners take their basic right w bo free. The masiers src brutal (o
their slaves. They treut the slaves not us men but o5 animals. Negroes might be
overworked and mistreated, women slaves might become the paramours of the
masters. The rclationship between the owners and slaves were never closc.
The communication of them only through the command by the owners. The
masters should never unbend toward their slaves, but commumcate with them
only happened throwgh commuand {Gamsey, 1996: 56). For the owner,
nothing could be appreciated from the slaves. Their lives were only for W
serving their master. Seneca states that:

“ It is o mistmke tor anyone to helieve thal the condition of
slavery penetrites into the whole being of 1 mun, The better part
af him s exempt, Only the body is at the mercy and disaosition
ol master. The mind, however, is its own master,”

(in Gamsey, 1996 66)

Men have enslaved one another for two ressons: fimt, & a form ol *
pa.mizz.h:;'lent. either for transgressoss in social behavier or for vanguished



warrion: second, as a response to the demand for men and women to serve as
laborer.

Slavery in America was inroduced on th: Norith America, since 20
African had landed al Jamestown, Virgima brought by a Duich ship in the
1619. Firstly the Negroes were brought not as slaves bul as indenture
servants in which they worked for their masters for a cortain period of five to
seven vaury, In the lnder development their staius hecame one ol servitude for
life. I'his was full and complete slavery. Negroes were bought and sold to
gserve d3 coschmen nd houschold servants, The slave frade was a nasly
business. The slaves often separated from their family, Hushands were oflen
separaied Tronn thelr wives wod clhildren fiom eeir pacents (Blake, 1963:
123). The slave sysiem became thoroughly estmbhished i culivation ol
tobacco and rice.

Cotton, never an importum i Americs crop until afier the revolution,
became the dominant staple. Rapdly, expanding demand from England
France, and the industrial North led to the extension of cotton culiure mto the
new states of the Olc Southwest. Slavery, a decadent mstitution during the
latter part of the eighteenth century, of LIl Whitrey's cotton gin, 8 machine
for separating the secds from cofton, in 1793, created a greater demand for
slaves 10 work the new lands opened up in the Southern and Southwestern
United States. The American slaves were viewed not only as a unit of
potenliz]l labors bul also ms o commercial assel. A direcl conmchion existed
between the transatlantic slave trude and the growth and prosperily of the
individual American plantation colenies. The colonists quickly realized that
slavery alforded both the [istest and casivst method of providmg the labor
force for developing te colonies.

Early 1773, Massachuselts blucks petitioned tor their freedom. By the
early nineteenth century, slavery had been abolished in the narthern states.
With freedom, blacks began to create their own institutions. cspecially
churches. Lack ol adequate public school kept most Iree blacks m yymorance,
hut only minority managed to acquire more than the basic of sducation. In



823 the first Negro, Alexander Twilight, gradusted from college. In 1826,
John Russwurm received o degree from Bowdois, in Mame. and like muny
cducated blacks he used his tmining lor the better position and better
treatment of his race

In Southern siates, slaves woduced the most mportanl Americun
colton crop until 1860°s, The gest pluntations dominated the region’s
economic and politeal life. Southern states declare slave codes tha
prohibited slaves from making coniracts, learning 1o wead and write, owning
property, or moving lreely, A patrol system gave all whites, a regulation ol
controlling ull blacks, whether they were slaves or freemen, Mosi slaves
wuthed on the plantationa, They cultivated coltom, lobacco, ricc, and sugar
cane. Although they worked from sunup to sundown, they managed to revive
their own cultural lives, centered on music and religion.

Slaves purticipated in twa kivds of Christizn worship: they atiended
their master's churches, and held what were called “shouts.™

“The shout wus an African ring dence, with singers and
dancers who accompanied themsclves by clapping or tapping.
hand clapping. and thigh slapping in intricate rhythm. In the
shout, music-making and dancing scrved as @ means of
commumicuting with God, and shoutess danced until the Holy

Spirit posscssed them.™
(Encvelopedin Americana Vol 4. 1998: 28c)

Slaveholders tried unsuccessiully to suppress the shouts, toward which they
felt fear that the slaves would be encouraged on rebellion,

Slaves i all areas felt an intense disbke for the mstituon tha
subardmated them, regardless of their conditions ol slavery, as manifested by
slave revolts, protests, and resistance. One slave in North Carolima run away
from her master 16 times, “Communitivs ol runavways, called meroons, which
existed in moet of lhe slave colonies throughowt the period of slavery.
stubbomly defied recapture and incorporation into the fommal system™
(Fncyclopedia Americana Vol. 24, 1998: 23).
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The world of the American slaveholders began o fall apart during the
eighteenth century, as the slaves becwme more rebellions Ie 1772, Loed
Manslicld, The Engksh Chiel Justice, declarcd thal sluvery was illegal in
England Antislavery societies were founded ir Ungland in 1787 and in
France 728, in the Southern United Stutes, many Negrocs sought 1o restrict
the life and activitics of the slaves, During mincteenth century, slavery cam
under criticisin not only from relimious seats but also from secular thinkers on
politicel reform, who saw il us en obnoxious form of special privilege,
contrary both to reason and humarity. Furthermore, the problem of sluvery
created a provocative polinical issue between the pro-abolitionist North and
ic pmuslavery South. capecinlly over the question of refuges slaves.

Slavery was national rathor thon regional ssue in America. The malier
of slavery made the condition of he South and the North is not in stable
conditien. The south as proslavery side wanled o extend slavery, while the
North a5 sntislavery side wanled o be abolitionist. This condiion led those
two regions imto Civil War in 1361. On Scpiember 22, 1862, Presiden
Lincoln issucd the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, sating that on
January 1, 1863, he gave freedom 1o the slaves. In Devember 1865, The
Thirleenth Amendmont was issued and slavery was prohibited. In 1865 the
war cnded with the surrender of the Southen sie. Alillwogl conancipation
hasd resulted from tte Civil War, the Negroes of the country had not yet
actually achicved the rights as citizens. The Fourteenth Amcadment rutified
in 1868, puaranteed Negroes the rights of citizenship. The fifteenth
Amencment ratified in 1870, explicitly guaranteed their political rights,

Afiter the Reconstruction Feriod, and the withdrawal of the union
soldicrs, the Negroes' condition was almost emerged in the South. The
Supreme Court which well known as Jim Crow laws legalized the
segregation facilities between while and Negro. Negro was not allowed o
vole, 1o have job, and 1o aftend wkite school, Seceregation was developed by

white American us a means of suring social, political, and cceonomic
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distance between the mices. To keea the Negro sebservient. it was necessary
to keep him poor and uneducated.

During the Fisst World Wae, thousand of blacks begar to leave the
South. Jobless, discrimination and violence caused the Gresmt Migration of the
Negroes to the North. They were tired of sorrowful life, having their children
grow up without getting good eduestion, remaining in fear and hopelessness.
They moved to the North to seek a new life with the betier future,

Somelimes litcrary works are crested because of the effect of soclal
condition. Knowing the historical lckground of American slavery will make
the analysis on Longlellow’s live poems become easier. |he history will help
the wrier to D] val the ellevion of Acsuesivan sleviay owand Loog lellow “»

five poems

3.2 The Infuence of Slavery in American Literature

Slavery and the Civil War have intrigued popuolar wriers. Through
their works, the writers wanl 1o record the life ¢f Negrocs as the victims of
slavery in the form of literary works, Slavery has been a greul mspuation for
them to create thewr works. Many writers were interested in writing all about
slavery that wius one of the black’s biller experienees.

One of the writers whose work is dealing with slavery was Hamel
Beoches Swowe, On March 20, 1852, Siowe published the frst edition of
Umcle Tom s Cabin, a bitter indictment of slavery. This novel was published
only ninc years before the beginning of Civil War, It was importani in
dramatizing the abuses of sluvery o the American people.

“This book was to shape pre-Clivil War America’s image ol the
slave and his master, it delined the issues all Amencans bhad to
Face. Tt revealed the cruelty and horror of slavery and the human
ind nohle qualifies of a people held in bondage. s major point
was that the Megro wanled his lreedom from svstem fornded in
brutality and evil. and that he would fight and die For that
freedom and the freedom ol his family and Mends™ {(Lmeoln,
1267: 463,
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Another writer who concentrated her work on slavery was Margaret Mitchell.
In 19036, ghe publiched a novel, Gong with the Wind Mitchell’s historically
pecurnte boattle scency fascinated American readors, iniricate plot detailed
sccounts of while evonomie min during Revonsiruction, and vivid ponirayals
of Scarlet ('Hara and Rhet Butler, Nevertheless, Gone with the Wind 15
clearly a white interpretation of slavery and the Civil War. In this novel. the
hlack ciaracters are filered through o white lens. Although Miichell portrays
blacks with kindness, she never sees them as cquals or peneirates their decpor
emolons

“ollowing those two wrilers who brought the issuc of sluvery into their

wuiths, Lomaine [lawberry publithed a dmume. The Prinkig Greard. 0T

showed the balanced treatment of slavery. This drama is an objective study of
Southem slavery in the 1850°s. Hamberry illustrwed that the ev ] systems may
try to consume the individual, but be or she can riumph through the persona
strength and courape For her, slavery was an cvil and all consuming. 1his
situation had o be climinated because slowly bul surely. & will desiros
America,

In 1842, Henry Wadsworth Longfeliow published Poems on Slavery.
The reility in the slave’s lile was reflected in Poems o Siover: was a pant of
American’s hisworical life, Meanwhile, Poems on Slavery was also a pait o

America's literary work, Longlellow as' a white poet, had given l,,*nnl
ey

contribution 1o Afro-American lile even though Poems on Slavery was a 5

minor contribution to Ameriea’s lilerary work.

lhose explamtions above are some examples of the influence ol
slavery in Americun literature.  They show that literary work could be
historical record, The suthor’s create their works to respond the social

condition in society where they live m.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

Slavery is one of muajor issucs in American history. Rt is a system of
brutadity und cocrcion, Harshness is a generul pracice in slavery. Slavery is pan
of the Amaerican aociety and systom, The historical fact of slavery has recorded o
picture of Afro-Amercan's plight live as u sluve, From his arrival in America to
his life in plantation, the slave never had a proper life as humarkind. They are
ulways treated badly by their masters, Along their lives the slaves cngaged with
physical and pyychological oppreasion.

o William E. Channming, The Slave in the Dismal Swamp, The Wirtnesses
The Warning, and The Slave Singing ot Midwight were published on 1842
Longlelow, as a poet, criticizes the cruel institution of slavery through the poems
All of the poems above presemt slavery during ity penod. They consist of the
rcllection of slavery in America. Tluse live puoeins represent several real scenes
during slavery period, such as: the wilering of the siave in the slave ship, the
mbumanity in the auction. masicr's bad tremtments duning the slaves lived anc
worked in plantations as well as the abolitionist novement. They arc not only
Longfellow’s sympathy towurd the shwves' sufTering lives, but also his impressior
wward the sluves' lives in facing and beanng the oppression. Both attitudes
supportd his position as the sbolitonist. The glorious characte: is seen simck
Longicllow as a “white™ abolitionis strugple for the “blucks™ nghts as human
heing.

1 15 true that the five poems i this thesis rellect slavery in America The
poems reveal the slaves’ lives as the lile struggle and ability o afford the
suffering. Fo William K. Chaming 1 Longfellow’s endorsement 1o the *apostle’
of Uniurianism, The Slave in the Dismal Swamp is a deseription ol suffering
because of the slavery, The Witnessey shows the horrifving scene from the sluve
ship. However, the lest two poems. The Warming, and The Slave Simging mi
Midnight, are focused on slave’s endurance Sinc: Longfellow had chosen to
sland us on obolitionist, these pocms become expeanion of Lis stlitude wwand

L




slavery in America. Longfellow really disapprovec of slavery. He describes the
sluve’s ability in iochivg el e sulféiing spposion. The saves® lives as
chatiel and livestock were experienced from the lint time they weare brought 1w
America. They were treated badly by the slave traders while they were waiting for
the auchions. Meanwhile. aller the slaves were sold, he got other bad treatments
from the master and his overscers, Besides the tortured, slave also faced the
separation from their fomilies, The dave's children lesmned 0 understand along
tnip duning the suctions, The male slaves faced the oppression, which disrupt ana
weaken his sense of responsibility and dignity for his family, Moreover, the
slavery time in America was a period of racia and cultural provincialism
Africuns were prohibited 1o practice thelr culture. Americans whipped out their
identity as African. However, the skin colour still created some problems. Mos
peaple beliove that colour symbolises something. Therefore, black means bad,
evil, and sin.

Alter analysing the five poems, which reflest the Amencan slaves® life ir
this thesis, it can be sumumarnized that slavery is inhuman mstitution thal should be
abolished. The oppression and mistreatment that sleve got was no. appropriate io
human nghts. All men are created equal. no malier what his socal statos, anc
colour of skin is,
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APPENDIX I
THE POEMS

TO WILLIAM E. CHANNING

The pages of thy book | read,
And as | closed each one,

My heart, responding ever said,
"Servent of God! well done!™

Well done! Thy words are great and bold;
At imes they seem (¢ me.

Like Luther's, in the days of old,
Half-barttles for the free,

Go on, until this land revokes
The old and chartered Lie,
The feudal carse, whose whips and yokes

Insult humanity.

A voice 15 ever at thy side
Speaking in tones of might,

Like the prophetic voice, that cried
To John in Patmos, "Write!"

Write! end t2ll out thes bloody tale;
Record this dire eclipse,

This Day of Wrath, this Endless Wail,
This dread Apocalypse!



THE SLAVE IN THE DISMAL SWAMP

In dark fens of the Dismal Swamp
The numted Negro lay,

He saw the fire of the midmght camp,

And heard at umes a horse's framp
And a bloodhound's distant bay.

Where will=o'<the-wiips and glow-worms shine,
In bulrush and in brake,

And the cedar grows, and the poisorous vine
Is spotted like the snake,

Where hardly a human foot could pass,
Oh s busan et would dare,

OUn the quaking turf of the green monss

He crouched in the nk and tangled grass,
Like a wild beast in his lur.

A poor old slave, infirm and lame:

Grest scars deformed his fuce,
On his forehead he bore the brand of shame,
And the rags, that hid his mangled frame,
Were the livery of disgrace.

All things above were bright and fiur,
Al things were glad and free;

Lithe squirrels darted here and there,

And wild bards filled the echoing air
With songs of Liberty!

Om lum alone was the doom of pain,
From the morming of s barth:

On him alone the curse of Cain
Fell, like a flail on the garnered gramn,
And struck him to the earth!



THE WITNESSES

In Ocean's wide domains,
Half buried in the sands,
Lie skeletons in chans,
Witk shackled feet and hands.

Beyord the fall of dows,
Decper than plummet lies,
Moat ships, with all their crowa,
No more 1o sink not nise

There the black Slave-ship swims,
Freighted with human forms,
Whaose fefiered, fleskiess limbs
Are poi the spurt of storm.

These are the bones of Slaves;
They gleam from the abyss.

They cry, from yawning waves,
"We are the Witnesses!"

Within Farth's wide domains
Are markets for men's lives,

Their necks are galled with chains,
Their wrists are cramped with gyves.

Dead bodics, that the kite

In deserts makes its prey;
Murders, that with affrnight

Scare school-boys from their play!

Adl evil twrughits aind deods,
Anger, and lust, and pride;

The foulest, mnkest weeds,
Thai choke Life's gronning tide!

These are the woes cf Slaves;
They glare from the abyss,
Thqrm.nnmma:m,
“We are the Witnesses!



THE WARNING

Bewere! The lsraelite of old, whotore |
The bon mn his path,~when, poor and blind,
He szw the blessed light of heaven no more,
Shomn of his noble strength and forced 1o grind
In prson, and at last led forth to be
A pander 1o Philistine revelry.—

Upon the pillars of te remple laid

His Jesperate hands, and in 1ts overthrow
Destroved himself, end with ham those who made
A cruel mockery of his sightless woe;

The poor, blind Slave, the scoff and jest of all,
Expited, and thousands perished in the f&ll’

There 15 a poor, blind Samson i this land,
Shom of his strength and bound in bonds of steel,
Who may, in some grim revel, mise his hand,
Auid shahe e pillas of tis Commonweal,
Till the vast Temple of our liberties,
A shapeless mass of wreck and rubbish lies,



THE SLAVE SINGING AT MIDNIGHT

Loud he sang the psalm of David!
He, a Negro and enslaved,

Sang of Isreel's viciory,
Sang of Zion, bright and free.

In that hour, when night is calmest,
Sang he from the Hebrew Psalmist,
In a voice a0 sweet and clear
That | could not choose but hear,

Songs of triumph, und ascriptions,
Such 1s reached the swart Egyptians,
When upon the Red Sea coast
Pexishod Phamsoh und his host

And the voice of his devobion
Filled my soul with srange emotior,
For its tones by turns were glad,
Swoelly solemn, wildly sad.

Paul and Silas, in thar prison,
Sang of Chnst, the Lord arisen,
And on earthquake's irm of might
Broke their dungeon-gates at night.

But, alas! what holy angel

Brings the Slave this glad evangel?
And what earthquake’s anm of nughr
Hreaks his dungeon-gates at night”?




APPENDIX I1
THE PICTURE OF THE SLAVE SHIP
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(Graebner, 1970 410-411)
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