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conditions and the response of the individual
to those conditions. If the learner wishes to read
more effectively, solo learning may be
satisfactorily motivating, chiefly if the person
has an introverted style and therefore enjoys
working alone. The technical perspective treats
learning strategies merely as tools that are
‘given’ by the teacher to the students through
learner training or strategy instruction.

The technical perspective withits emphasis
on external conditions has value. A rich
description of literal, physical eircumstances is
often very important for understanding
psychological, social, and political factors in
learning situations.

2.2 Sociocultural Perspective

The sociocultural perspective on learner
autonomy involves socially mediated learning
by emphasizing on social interaction as a major
part of cognitive and language development.
More importantly, the sociocultural perspective
centers on the development of human capacity
through interaction.

Sociocultural perspective mostly relies on
the work of Vygotsky. In this perspective,
context is important in two ways, i.e. (1) learn-
ing is situated in particular context, and (2)
context consists of a particular kind of relation-
ship through mediated learning. Mediation
involves dynamic interaction between the
learner and more capable learner. Mediation
can also occur through books, technology, and
cultural artifact. Mediation helps learners move
through the zone of proximal development. In
sociocultural perspective, agency is viewed as
the power to controlone’s Jearning through self-
regulation. The more capable other provides the
Jearner with scaffolding consisting of various
kinds of assistance, the learner becomes more
ted. Motivation is not highlighted as
a key feature, but it is important. In this pers-
pective, learner is motivated to become a self-

ted learner. Learning strategies are not
typically used, although metacognitive,

self-
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cognitive and social learning strategies are
clearly implicit in Vygotsky’s work.

3. Project-based Learning

31 Definition

Following Becket (2002) [6], the term
‘project-based learning’ in this paper is used
interchangeably with other terms, such as project
work, project method, project approach, project-
oriented approach, and project-based instruc-
tion.

There is no one accepted definition of
project-based learning. According to Becket
(2002) [6] a project is.defined as “a long-term
(several weeks) activity that involves a variety
of individual and cooperative tasks, such as
developing a research plan and guestions, and
implementing the plan through empirical or
document research that includes collecting,
analyzing, and reporting data orally and/orin
writing”. More comprehensively, Buck Institute
for Education (2010) [7] states that “project-
based learning requires students to go through
an extended process of inquiry to respond to a
complex question, problem or challenge. While
allowing for some student “voice and choice”,
rigorous projects are carefully planned,
managed and assessed to help students learn
key academic content practice 21* century skills
(such as collaboration, communication, and
critical thinking), and create high quality,
authentic products and presentations”.

Of the two definitions, it can be restated
that project-based learning refers to an inquiry
teaching method that asks students to
investigate a complex problem through
individual and cooperative tasks for a certain
period of time. Students’ voice can be heard
by involving them, chiefly during the planning
stage of the project.

3.2 Stepsin Project-based Learning

The project approach is an emergent
approach to developing and implementing
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