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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Rationale s

Appreciating a work of literature is interesting. A story is not only read but
also brings some points in a certain literary work that usually gives us example how
should human being behave in their everyday lives. Hudson (1965:10) says that
Iiterature 1s a vital record of what men have seen in life, what they have experienced
of it, and enduring interest for all of us. Literature describes the events and conflicts
that exist in life. The French phllosopher Louise de Bonald ( 1754-1840) was one of
the first writer to arguc that hroug ‘. a careful read!m*nf

or psychology of art desxgn is stated by the later (1990. 82). Thas thesxs is um a work
using biographical approach substantially and totally. It can be said more and close to
psychological and sociological approach, in which, the creativity process occupies all
the steps starting from the subconscious nature give birth the art work until the last

ey
ﬂg}; % MIL!X PERPUSTAKAAM ]
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treatment had been finished by the writer. Wellek says more that anyway there is still
any relationship and similarity within the literary work and the writer. The work can
be a mask, or a dramatized convention. But the convention used clearly based on his
true life (1990: 88). The Year of Living Dangerously is a historical novel. It is the 4th
book of Christopher J. Koch, an Australian. The film script which he write, was
nominated for an Academy Award. Koch was working as a radio producer in
Indonesia for a UNDP project to Gestapu. He depicted Jakarta situation until the
downfall of Sukarno. This novel is not pure a true life story but ornamented by a high
sense of art of the writer himself. The historical background as the social element in

this work makes the story comes close to a reality and nice to read for the Indonesian
readers since they know the context very well. ,

In the story, Koch creates Hamilton and Billy Kwa

: b, N oy

of Sir Leslie

S
e TRAR R il
. S
74 . s MR 0y ¢

Pl

“Every writer may be regarded in various aspects. He is, of course, an
individual, and the critic may be endeavour to give a psychological analysis of
him...But every man is also an organ of the society in which he has been
brought up. The material upon which he works is the whole complex of
conceptions, religious, imaginative, and ethical, which forms his mental
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atmosphere. Fully to appreciate any great writer, therefore it is necessary to
distinguish between the characteristics due to the individual with certain
idiosyncrasies and characteristics due to his special modification by the existing
stage of social and intellectual development™” (1971: 5).

The quotation above refers that a writer will be more or less influenced by his native

country land consciously and uncounsciously.

1.2 Problems to Discuss

In The Year of Living Dangerously, Koch tells about the life of some Western _
Journahsts who cover the atuatlon of Indonesm in 1965. ThoSe )oumahsts «hﬁw a

scenes might caught by his camera. His Chmese-Austraﬁan faoe glves a‘ lat of e
advantages for him. Sukarno just left behind Russian influence to Indonesia and turns

over political direction into China whose communism as ideology and the way of life.
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Indonesia, at that time, has the policy against Nekolim, hates all Western people and
states to get out from the membership of United Nations. China that seems help much
to Indonesia get their nice position. Sukamno is so fond of Chinese existence in
Indonesia. As the result Kwan becomes easy to move anywhere and he feels lucky of
God’s blessing. It is no longer run when Pete Curtis, a Canadian reporter teases Kwan
as having funny physical appearance; short and merely looks like a dwarf in a cartoon
movie. Of course, it makes Kwan uneasy and protests so many times that he is not
Chinese but Australian. This phcnoména 1s interesting to discuss. In one side it makes
him proud and the other side takes him into sorrow.

Hamilton is an Enghshman hm grows up m Smgapore and Apstraha

The Year of Living Dangeromly ' & | - Sk it ) P
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1.4  The Scope of the Study

In order to avoid overlapping in analyzing the problem of social patterns, it
will be focused on the influence of Australian Social Patterns in relation to the
forming of the two main characters’ personalities. The events can be seen from the

narration, which depicts their personalities, figure and daily behaviour.

1.5  Hypothesis
The study concerns with the Australian Social Patterns. The hypothesis in this
thesis 1s whether or not Billy Kwan and Hamilton’s personalities are influenced by

the social patterns of Australia, in which they have been living and grow up. -‘

the psychological analysis is used as a 1t in this thesis since the human
problems in society can be formulated competently by: psychoiogy and society. This

consideration is based on Kimbal Young’s statement: “Psychology deals with the
, various relationships between man and his physical and social culture

environment”(1958: 1). The verification to support the discussion is based on the
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quotations those are explicitly or implicitly in the story, from the references. and of
course, by reasoning.

1.7 The Organization of the thesis

This thesis is divided into five chapters. The first chapter is introduction,
which includes rationale, problem to discuss, the goals of the study, the scope of the
study, hypothesis, the approaches to use, and the organization of the thesis. The
second chapter 1s literature in review, the mw and the sgnopsns of &e story The :L

-,
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CHAPTER I
LITERATURE IN REVIEW, THE WRITER,
AND THE SYNOPSIS OF THE STORY

2.1 Literature In Review
Literature and society has a close relationship. We can see man’s social world
in a work of literature. A novel, which is one of a literary work can be seen as an

attempt to recreate the social world of man’s relation with his family, with politics,

and with his surrounding that is completed by a lot of conflicts and tension between
groups and social classes. The first really systematic treatment of the relatxonshlp
between hterature and socnety bclmgs to the Frenchphﬂbsapher and critic, Hlppolyta

Dealmg thh theﬁeld«ef thc study thxé ﬂlesm :
in which The Year of Living Dangerously is the main object Moore says in Social
Patterns in Australian Literature that literature itself is taken as a social mirror
reflecting those traits and sentiments and outlook distinguishing a particular society

which are best called social patterns . This are associated as a complex in which a
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common home n a country, common blood, common language and literature, a
common system of government, education and religion, all serve to unite the
members of a society, make it a community, and give it a collective spirit from other
societies (1971:3). Though various societies have similar social patterns, each has a
special combination of them, which is distinctive.

Social element with its patterns may be expressed either implicitly or
explicitly. It is usually implicit in the attitude of the writer to his subject. However,

mostly the social patterns get a conscious articulation in Australian writing. The

writer as a human being is also a social creature, in which part of his personality
.deterxmned by his envxtonment Therefote the gmtt majonty of Amkahan wrmrs

characteristic, and later, to endorsc the ldemﬁcatmn that only memly have the
literary complexities of the period begun acknowledged.
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2.2 Short Biography of Christopher J. Koch

Christopher J, Koch is an Australian, bornt in Hobart in the year of 1932. He
lives in Wahroonga in Sydney now. He has lived for extensive periods in Europe and
America and has travelled in Asia. He worked for more than ten years as a producer
for the ABC, becoming federal supervisor of school broadcasts but resigned in 1973
to write full time. Apart from some striking, uncollected poetry, some of it
anthologized(Wilde, 1985: 393). In an interview with Dennis Finney, the manager of
IALF(Indonesia-Australia Language Foundation), he said that Koch doesn’t write
much, only six books in 28 years. His 6th book, Highways To A War, is set in
Tasmania and Cambodia. It’s about a search for an Aussie journalist who goes
mlssmg in Cambodia while covenng the Pol Pot years. Higlzwayv To 4 War won the

| mﬁwth

restlessly pursués his dream af 8. paradis; v
Striking the book are the youth’s dlslllusxomng love a&u' dcscnbed wrth Md |

honesty, and his excited response to the magical lure of the big city. Across The Sea
Wall, written entirely in the present tense, spurs six years and is set partly in India,
partly in Australia. It deals with the strange, obsessive relationship between a young
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Australian and a Latvia shoregirl and traces a similar pattern of dream and
disillusionment. Koch’s concentration on missionaries had led earlier to his being
classed with Patrick White and Randolph Store, but the reception of this novel was
very mixed. The Year of Living Dangerously revived Koch’s reputation. More of a
mainstream novel, set in Indonesia in 1965 just before the fall of Sukamno, it is an
engrossing narrative. Diverse yet unified, it convincingly meshes public and pﬁvate
worlds, setting the unpredictable political events agains spiritual and multicultural
background (1985: 393).

In 1985, Koch produced 7he Doubleman and an assay Crossing 77ze Gap in

works, he was honoured Doctor of Literature by Th Jr
theplace in mhh ﬁmsMﬁs BA 1st class :

Sukamo Kochmtequﬁtrcal‘mm fndor
and the hatred to all Western people provoked |
The characters in this story played mostly by some Wmm wwml;sts;vho R
cover Indonesian political violence. It is said so because Indonesia has the policy of
crushing Malaysia and British as the protector and states to drop paratroop to
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Malaysia and Serawak. Sukarno gets his popularity over this situation, and then he
has been given some titles such as: Great Leader of The Revolution, Mouthpiece of
Indonesian People, Main Bearer of People’s Suffering, Supreme Sheperd of Women
Revolutionary Movement and Father of The Farmers.

In the international comradeship, Indonesia hold strong friendship with
communist countries particularly China. In his own country, Sukarno hold tightly
Indonesian Communist Party (PKI). There are two ;:haracters play dominant role in
this story. Those two journalists are Billy Kwan and Sir Guy Hamilton, represent
Australian typical characters. Both Hamilton and Billy Kwan are proffesional in their
work. They share their skill to cover Indonesia political situation, Hamilton as the
reporter and Kwan as the cinecmemnan Hamilton-foBtth information about PKI ‘m N

Vera Chostikov’s prem &he ls &ﬂultyral A Russ ‘taken
Kumar with the reason of getting a lift to Russian bungalow in Pungak It seems in
the sight of Hamilton that Kumar has love affairs with the Russian girl. They halt, in

: Tugu, finally, and in here Kumar and Hamilton have a discussion that makes
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Hamilton startled; about the difference of race, about the kindness of PKI, and the
sorrow of Kumar’s family.

The story is ended with the coming back of Hamilton to Jill. What Hamilton
predicts before that he lose Billy Kwan as his good companion is wrong because Jill

sends the message from Kwan to Hamilton that he is not an enemy but friend.

et

g WO v N R VR e T R T T N e O e i A R S TR R VN RN R e S R T
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CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH

This chapter deals with the type of data, the data collection, and the
type of analysis. The explanation below is aimed to show a clearer description

about the content of methodology of the research.

3.1 The Type of Data .
The data that is used in this study are

Djajasudarma (1993) states that the qu

form of numbers, they can be wo

N

| Dangerously, Christopher J. Koch also support the data in this thesis.
150 suf o s :
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3.3 The Type of Analysis

The collected data will be analyzed through descriptive analysis. As
Winarno Surakhmad (1990: 139) says that descriptive analysis is not restricted
only to the collection and arrangement of data, but also occupies analysis and
interpretation of the data meaning. The interpretative analysis is used to

‘interpret the dialogues within the characters in the story those are related to the
existing phenomenon.

The first thing to do is finding speeches that are spoken by the
characters, mainly the main characters in the story that support the hypothesis if
3 there is an influence of Australum Socnal Pmcrns On Thc Two Mam'f
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" CHAPTER IV

THE INFLUENCE OF AUSTRALIAN SOCIAL PATTERNS
ON THE TWO MAIN CHARACTERS’ PERSONALITIES

'ty 41 The General View of Australia
Yy :' .: Australia is one of the five continents in this world. Its development is highly
' . ¥ ificreased with the human spirit of the people who live in it. One will be surprised and
oy amazed how fast this continent, and particularly the country, run in a speedy way
.- . toward the attempt of reaching one of the leaders in economic section among the best

conomwal countries. It is so amazmg because tlw world historians note that ﬂle ﬁrsti

.'.

. th;;ty of Tnmty Bay where the Endeavour was“senously d.amegcd It was neaﬁy
> 'two monlas before repairs were completed and Cook again set a course to the north
through Ta'éesﬂtralt (1990: 3).

» " B

(
i ‘ I

_ *

15
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It 1s depicted in the Encyclopedia Britannica 2 that Australia like all other
continents consist of a core or shield of ancient Precambrian rocks flanked and, in
some places, covered by younger rocks. In the case of Australia this shield of ancient
rocks, ranéing from 3,000,000,000 to 600,000,000 years old, is very large and
underlies most of the Western and central parts of the continent; the eastern part of
the continent is an accretion to the shield and has been build up within the last
600,000,000 years. The continent may be divided into the three structural units. The
precambrian shield established the framework of the western of the continent by the
end of Pecambrian time; the Tasman geosyncline build up the eastern state of the
continent in Paleozoic time, 600,000,000 to 200 000 000 years ago, the east central

depressxon become evident about 200,000,000 yeam uga, n Mesozw ’umc and’| gave | !

~south, a distance on the mamland alone of3 134 km from north to south From east to : |
west, Australia measures 3,782 km (1985: 177). Castles presents the areas of several
states and territories of Australia in the following table.
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17
AUSTRALIA: COMPONENT STATES AND TERRITORIES
State or Territory Year of Year Year of Year in  Present
Annexa of Formation which area in sq
tion First  into responsible

Perma separate government
nent  colony or was granted
Settle  Territory
ment '
New South Wales 10 e
Victoria 1770 1834
Queensland 1770 1824
| / 1836

. fun activities. It is approx1mately over 300 scholarshlps awarded by the Austmhan ol ;
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Government for postgraduate study in Australia to the foreign countries, including
Indonesia. Australia and Indonesia have a long line history for their relationship. The
tradition of this bilateral diplomacy is always ups and downs. Everybody knows that
their relationship has had some difficulties, especially about the Timor crisis. Apart
from those troubles, Australia helps a lot to the Indonesian government if we are
looking backward and trace back to the history of Indonesian struggle against
Dutch By diplomacy Australia assisted Indonesia in the international forum as
Kartodirdjo depicts in his book Sejarah Nasional Indonesia VI..

“The two countries chosen by Indonesia and Dutch are allowed to chpose one

country to be part of the commission. Indonesia Government asks Australia to
be the member of the commission, Dutch chooses Belgia, and those. two 1
countries choose United States. Australian is represented by Richard Kirby, |
Belgia by Paul van Zwimd and United Sm& bgfﬁ ank " (197

50).

This novel

origin inhabitants, the Aborigines. The world knows very well how in the basis
Australian comes out very badly, epsecially in its treatment of Aboriginnes. It is no

longer happen because from time to time Australian government much more awares
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that all are equal with assimilation. The position of the Aborigines is slowly
improving. Aborigine’s welfare and reform groups have been formed in the last five
years and they have done much to marshall pressure on the various government to
abolish discriminatory legislation.

It is much more difficult to give a particuiar identity or even character to
Australia as a nation entitled ¢ multicultural country. That statement is not a strange
thing because it can be understood how a certain nation or a race usually hold its
strong nationality with its distinctive characteristics it considers to be the best.
However it is not so in Australia smcc British, Irish, and Scottish together with the
time movement evolve and develop themselves to be one nation, Australia, vmh a
special characteristic. They just left behind their culme even not dl and hold @

spirit, inspiring its utoptan dreams and theo?éod Gi‘ matesbxp, ﬂavounng its reahsm,
hardening its humour and providing its earthly vitality (1971: 68).
A society is usually has their own traits that distinguished with other sociéties.

Since societies are organized in a national framework, it is said that national
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literatures reflect national characteristics. It can be seen in 7he Year of Living
Dangerously how realism becomes the dominant characteristic of Billy Kwan and
Hamlton who are proud as holding strong nationality of Australia. It is better to pick
out a number of Australian Social Patterns by Moore (1971: 19-21) as major ones of
national significance. They will be explained generally below.
1.The Spell of The Bush

The bush has been the matrix of sentiments and ideals, symbol of a distinctive
national character, and a religious mystique invoking salvation for the spirit.
2. The Clash of Cultures

It is a matter of conflict between Bn’ush way of hte that is challengedby the
growmg mdngemmm ethos of Mla

B R St

potenualmes that are jomed with nationalism »tor snmn!m thc prospemy of
Australian.

4 8. Humanism ‘ - AT

The faith in the human spirit, with man as thé measure of values.
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Those patterns are considered to have a relationship with the forming of Billy
Kwan and Hamilton’s personalities in The Year of Living Dangerously. The social
patterns above are only described in a general way. Some sociologist and humanist
give much more vividly the understanding of Australian people. In We Have No

Dreaming Ronald Mc. Kie notes his statement.

Another outstanding characteristic is our slow, dry, cynical, sardonic, irrevert
humour. Its confidence and restraint, its self-criticism and honesty, says more
about us than we realize ... We also have a mutual suspicion, a healthy
cynicism, of anyone especially politicians and people in authority, who attend
to lead us up to the garden path with promises, with lies, half-truths... and
with attitudes and behaviour which Australians automatically recognize as
spurtous (1989: 224).

4.1.2  The Development of Australian Literature

a"
slitls - AUS an Canr

divided into namely Part mwses)m 0(1890s
Part Three (1920s-1930s), and Part Four (Post War and Modern).
In Part One (1788-1880s) period Mitchell says that the history of Australian

prose begins with the writers of memoirs. In the circumstances, all the first writing is

in some fashion a report, providing not just an account of events and discoveries in
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the new colonies but also tacitly presenting the self as accountable. Personal
experience is hidden by the careful neutrality of the formal report, and that writing
has very little direct bearing upon the foundation of an Australian prose tradition
(1981: 27). Some of the works that have the characteristic as this Part One period are
Island (1794) Address to The Inhabitants of The Colonies established in New South
Wales and Norfolk by Rev. Richard Johnson, Journal of A Voyage to New South
Wales (1790) by John White, 4 Narrative of The Expedition to Botany Bay (1789) by
Captain Watkin Tench who shows a broader undrstanding of the venture as whole.

In Part Two ( 1890 and The Edwardians) Mitchel says that in most views of
Australian literary history, the Bulletin is the exclusive forum for the new realism, the
opening ground for a new authentic Australian Lixenm;xe The Mgomsm of m
realist towards raﬁmwe w nﬁ just a formal jection, b
-nmomiwm MW llex

k

i Bl D@ tm@, and Tales he O
period are Henry Handel Ri ha rick White, William Gosse H; P s

Thirdly in Part Three (19203-19303) Mltchell statcs that in the twennqs snd
thirties there are signs that some writers were beginning to tire of the nineties ethos,
for most of them the less imaginatively independent. It was a period of consolidating
and enhancing the legend of the nineties and imposing the orthodoxy of that version
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of the Australian experience (1981: 106). Still in the same book, Mitchell says that in
writing what the author assured themselves was the real Australia. They, in fact,
identified a colourful but limited aspect of full range of possible Australian
experience; and their gage of literary value had more to do with feeling than with
activity. Some literary works produced in this period are Kanga Creek : An
Australian Idyll (1922) by Havelock Ellis, Old Days, Old Ways (1934) By Mary
Gilmore, and Flesh in Armour (1932) by Leonard Mann. This war novel suffers from
uneven writing and ackward super-imposition of national assertiveness,
characteristics of much of the fiction of the period.

Lastly in Part Four (Post War and Modern), Mitchell adds that very little
prose of the forties is memorable; flatness of narratxva mner semtal gestures mn
licu of clear thu&mg, arﬁ m assummon |

endemic ( m?«m;, “The i

symbol md mgntary reai:sm,
journalist (one ofmi,% first-persor ving Indonesia’ oo
and public affairs in Sukarno’s year 748 Confriteie Miwhell says (1981 m) thaf{
the novel is full of observers, each of them both a participant in and a recorder of the

momentous events of that year- a novel with receding series of memorialists. Interest

in the procedure by which the narrative is presented is just as important feature of
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Australian fiction as the concern with reality, in its different guises. As the author in
this modern period, Koch tries to offer a reality as he sees in his life. Even lacked in
imagination it will not reduce the sense of art in his works. The development of
Australian Literature finally finds its identity together with the development of

democracy, the development of social patterns.

42  The Factor Influencing Koch in Forming The Two Main Characters’
Personalities

The first time creativity process began when an author has in his mind such a |
kind of unification between reality and imagination. Reahty may come from hlS own
expenence natural cnv1ronmem, and outside pressures. By his imagi

Chnstophcr J; Koch is an Austrﬂlm Mostly, Austraiwn authors hold
strong nanonahty of their own. Intended or notthcy usually do s0. As: a remlfs it wﬂl
influence the formmg of the characters personality in the story, particularly Billy
Kwan and Hamilton’s personality in 7he Year of Living Dangerously. The personality
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of the two main characters, Billy Kwan and Sir Guy Hamilton, particularly in the
pride of them as the Australian is interesting to discuss. This subchapter will take us
to search the pattern that motivate a character. As Hjelle and Ziegler state the
definition of personality by Allport in Personality, Theories, Bassic Assumption,
Research and Application that personality is the dynamic organization within the
individual of those psychophsical system that determine his characteristic behavior
and thought (1976: 174).

4.2.1 Personal Experience

The material for the creative writing may come from the author’s atumdc to
experience. It is so easy for hxm to express hls &elm becausq ;hat is his m

Dangerously is a mvel full of observers Thc pmmemc in Austmlxan ﬁct:m & the
participating chronicler as the narrator indicates the extent to which attention has
. been given to the mode of narration itself (1981: 172). In this story, Koch uses
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(‘ookie as his nickname. He says in the quotation,”Cookie! ‘Pete called. ‘Great
Wally! Want you to meet my mate.” It amused Curtis to use Australian terms. He
staggered slightly, coming to a halt” (1995: 4). The narrator functionally also as the
chronicler of the story is supported by the quotation,”] was beginning to be
embarrased for Kwan, and glanced at him. He had now been given a Scotch and
looking at it carefully without expression” (1995. 5). The quotation also indicates
how the narrator puts on great attention of Kwan’s feeling. Cookie implicitly doesn’t
like when Pete Curtis, a Canadian reporter insults Billy Kwan with his joke. "

‘Hey Billy, I’ve got an Australian-chinese joke for you, ‘Curtis said. Kwan

glanced at him warily, and said nothing. ‘It’s about a Chinese market gardener

in Sydney who brings his vegetables in the atag market every Friday. There’s a

really stupid Aussie pig running a stall-sorry chaps -who’s a x
nzht?m;very i imcsedehvers

Christopher J. Koch makes him respects Hamﬂm He descnb&s Hannlton as the very
respected journalist because of his first success in interviewing DN. Aidit, the leader
' of PK1L.



http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

Digital Repository Universitas Jember

He had special reason to sweat over the connection today. Outside on a
portable tape recorder threaded up and writing on a machine at the severe
technician’s elbow, was the interview with DN. Aidit, head of The Partai
Kommunist Indonesia: and it was the best story of Hamilton’s life. As well he
had been granted a sound-on- film interview for television, already dispatched
on a flight to Sydney via Singapore (1995: 37).

The same occupation between Koch and Hamilton makes the author easily depicts the
character of Hamilton and it is mainly caused by the real experience of Koch himself

as the participant both in real life and in the story.

4.2.2. Strong Nationality

The great majority of Australian writers hold a strong nationality as it is stated
before in the literature in review. Moore in Social Pawems in Amrmian Luerww
says that the confussion is commg it
thatlfawoﬂ*’“ 0 strali

greater responsibility for citizens we
necessary or desirable (1995: 43). That is the reason why the first nﬁtlonahsm grows

An Australian nationalism is identical to the quality of interclass personal
relationship within the colonies. Birrel says (1995:45) more that it was reflected in
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the popularity of mutual improvement socialist in which all, including manual
workers, could participate with hopes of social advancement. It means that all classes
has the same equality to participate in every sector, including to Australian Literature.
Australian’s authors do not want to be left behind in shaping the particular identity of

Australia. They want implicitly to raise the value of nationalism that depends on
Great Britain before.

The strength of nationalism is hold already by Christopher J. Koch. He is an
Australian. The statement above is supported by these quotations.
“But you’ve got abig advantage being Australian. Australian aren’t as bad as

other Nekolim yet. We still get special credits for the ume in the i
struggle when our Wharﬁm‘ vouldn’t load Dutch shi
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4.3. The Influence of Australian Social Pattérns in Forming the Two Main

‘Characters’ Personalities

This subchapter deals with sociological approach. It is a search how the social
patterns of a certain country, in this thesis Australia, influence in the forming of the
two main characters’ personalities. A society is organized in a national framework
therefore national literature reflect national characteristic. Moore adapts (1971: 3)
what Salvador de Mariaga in Englishman, Frenchman, Spaniards’ statement.

However hasty those sketches of national types maybe, they have the merit of
establishing beyond doubt the great fact with many a dogmatic internationalist
would have us forget. There is such a thing a national character. Opinions may
dlffer as 1o the mfluenm mch create or m it. Race, cﬁﬁiate economic

generalized but detailed descnpuon of 'the behawour and appenrmce of a class or

type, they were on the whole short, succinct, pointed, and less discursive than the
essay (1995: 188).
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The definition of personality is quite different among others. It is not
necessarry actually to debate about the term since they imply the same intended
message and general in view. Ewen explains in 4n Introduction to Theories of
Personality that in particular, personality is regarded as relatively stable. It may
change over a long period of time, and a person may well behave differently in
different situation. Nevertheless, personality refers to long lasting and: important
characteristic of an individual, ones that confine to exert a strong inﬂuenqe on
behaviour. Personality also includes respects which are concealed for onescff, or
unconscious as well as those which are conscious and well within one’s awareness
(1980: 3). The personality of Bllly Kwan and Hamxlton rcﬂect the A
nationality character. Through m:: two main
Australian personality. Th i

cinecameraman called Kwan ‘Wally wd’hc does a blt Qf telwimen wark ﬁt the
ABS bloke, and for the Japanese. been here about four months, I know him in
Sydney, years ago (1995: 4).
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Billy Kwan is very proud as having Australian blood in his veins. He always
felt insulted if his journalist companions makes a terrible joke about the Chinese
physical and attitude he has. It is happen when Pete Curtis makes a joke for Kwan.

“This happens every week, ‘Curtis said, ‘and the Chinese gets very sick of it,
so he spends a lot of time practises how to say “Friday.” When he gets it
perfect, and the pig asks him the question the next week, he’s ready, “F riday,”
he says “you flushing Australian plick!”(1995: 5).

As a result Kwan is so furios, for this joke, Kwan, his face gone suddenly blank, was
bhinking rapidly, and leant slightly away from Curtis’s hand (1995: 6). From the
quotation above it can be said that Billy Kwan has a strong Australian nationality. His
dwarfish physical does not make him step backward in r@ardmg himself as an
Australian, N et

heritage is Europe, just as young is (1995: 77).
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A strong nationality feeling is always hold by Billy Kwan unconsciously. This
condition implies how The Great Australian Dreams applied. The Great Australian
Dream pattern indicates nationalism on Australian earth, an Eden of prosperity. The
social pattern arose early and its expression has persisted through all the period of the
literature.

One of the Australian social pattern is realism.. It is best known that Australia
has a reality in thought. It is also reflected in the literary work, as depicted in 7he
Year of Living Dangerously.

‘Marhaenism-that’s the Bung’s answer to Marxism. It’s a great concept for
Indonesia-they’re the people who matter here; the peasant who work their
own the acres. They are Indonesian: that’s why they love him; he’s given
them a voice. Say what you like about hm, Sukamo s tmlm "laughter

redoubled, herwagwym (1995: 12).

lis dosaior sadhestet to BTG,

‘But brother, you live in poverty,’you said. And you tzll how you reahzed that
although a landowner, although not a member of the proletariat who sell their
g labour, this typical Javanese farmer was in  fact a pauper (1995: 124).
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Humanism is the good side of Billy Kwan. This humanism values are the one that is
attempted to do by Koch. In the interview Christopher J. Koch says (14 Febfuary
2000) that secondly he tries to create a work of art, and to write about the human
Spirit. |

One interesting personality of Billy Kwan is his friendship with Hamilton. It
1S not just a common friendship but comes any further to the comradeship.
Cooperation in covering Indonesia’s political situation together with Hamilton and
his hard effort to do so is a prove of loyalty to a friend. Loyalty within friends in
working relationship is called 7he Creed of Mateship pattern.

“The cameraman seemed eager to establmsh lumself as gmde,'
adviser: but Hamllton was only . ,
13..

s N o N
L e SRR

A e

e i al

his Chinese makes anather‘

‘Well, they find it hard to lméw whai I am, ﬂxaeﬂy fxm wd W it 8

‘Particularly since I don’t speak Chinese .’Hamilton was incredulous. ’No
Chinese at all?”’Not a bloody word, Kwan said.’So I must be Australian,
mustn’t [? (1995: 10).

e T e S e R
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Representing the hatred of Australian to Chinese in The Golden Rush Age in which
Chinese has harder effort in exploring the gold than Australian, Koch creates Kwan

as a personality who more proud becoming Australian eventhough he has a Chinese

blood. Koch makes it as Keynote of Irony. Irronical sattirist that influence the readers
to laugh and laugh since humorous.
Billy Kwan asks for social justice of Indonesian people through his diary, a
writing proposed to Sukarno on 30 June,‘A kilo of rice now cost a worker"s daily
~wage. Your people suffer, Soekarno! Marhaen suffers! How can you bear this
suffering? When will you come again to Pasar Baru? (1995: 125).

Itis strengthened also by hns du.ry on 1 September

4.3.2. The lnnmee ofAmamn”'? ial ] |
Guy Hamilton is a Britishman although techmcally an Australian, Hm career
grows in Singapore and Australia. Just because of his Australian passport he can go

everywhere as he wishes in Indonesia, I was born in England, ‘he said.’But I grew up
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in Singapore and Australia. And I travel on an Australian passport. So what the Indos
don’t know won’t hurt them, will it?” (1995: 9). As technically an Australian it gives
benefit for Hamilton. It makes his movement easier because Indonesian still respects
Australia as this country supports the independence struggle against Dutch
colonialism. Uncounsciously Hamilton becomes proud of becoming an Australian. It
seems that Australian nationality is also strong in himself when he has a conversation
with Henderson, a British Military Attache.

‘I'm an Australian passport- I spent most of my life there.’
'f ‘Ah. Too late then - you’re a colonial.’
“You mean you won’t have me back?’
‘Afraid not. You’re a convict, aren’t you?’
This silly banter had an Odd.mcy ﬁorihmuton, even“lﬂ Ment oﬁw
(1995: 46-47). g,
Hamilton’s accent in speaking is a

Australian in nature but Ko
nationality. .

Hamilton feels very lucky has a friend like Blﬂy‘ Kwan. It is just nice to be
Kwan’s partner because there is a mutual relationship between them . Kwan always
j be a good guide for Hamilton.
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‘What are those lights up ahead?’
“Just a pasar. 1t’s not a bazaar for tourists; they don’t come out here. A little
pasar for the poor. Come and have a look or are you nervous? “‘I’'m in your

hands, matey.’ (1995: 18).
Hamilton’s loyalty to Kwan does not make him able to do what he likes. He still
respects Kwan, Another thing, Billy. There’s no reason why you shouldn’t go out and

shoot film for me on your own initiative from now on-as long as you shot-list the
stuff carefully (1995: 33).

Hamilton gets the meaning of loyalty within partners together with Billy Kwan. This
Creed of Mateship pattem born in Australia as the result of loyalty of man to man n

between man to man is 1mpmtthm says Mthe 15 nothing
humanist in its outlook and sympayhies, hedonistic in its enjoymentt of lif |
in its facing of adversity (1971: 21).



http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

Digital Repaository Universitas Jember pe

Hamilton is also a realist. His courageous in answering Bung Kamno’s
question is confessed by other journalists.

“Tell me, then - how do you like my New Jakarta?’

‘It’s my impressive, ‘Hamilton said. ‘But I’'m told Bandung’s more beautiful.
"No doubt this refrence to the city of Sukarno’s youth was intended to please
it suceeded, since the President nodded, his smile becoming shrewd” (1995:
24).

The realism pattern is intended to achieve honesty. That is a remark for Australian
people to do so. Hamilton tries to be honest for whathe had said and he had done.

The influence of Australian Social
as much as its influence on Kwan’s pe:
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CHAPTER YV
CONCLUSION

T'he Year of Living Dangerously is a novel written by Christopher J. Koch in
the year of 1978. This fiction is set in Indonesia at Gestapu time. It tells the life of
some western journalists covering the situation of Indonesia. Billy Kwan and
Hamilton are the two main characters in the story. Kwan is a hybrid, a mixture of
Chinese-Australian. While Hamilton is a Britishman but technically an Austra:lian
They, in fact, take a benefit to be Australians. Because of his Australian bleod, Billy
Kwan gets an easy way to go around Indonesxa and take any plc""

s0 takﬁ o1 tproft

." s i

cinecameraman. By an Australian Mp‘brt
becomes so easy in covm the pellucal

" b ‘:"

Koch also puts a great respect on Hamilton's petsonahty Hamﬂton is a vety adxmred

journalist since his success in interviewing some Indonesia’s politicians. The same

38 :
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occupation between them makes the author easily depicts the personality of
Hamilton. It may understood since Koch is a participant both in real life and in the
story.

The taste of Australian is thick in 7he Year of Living Dangerously . Some
traits in Australian social patterns influence Koch in forming Billy Kwan and
Hamilton’s personality. The first pattern influencing Billy Kwan and Hamilton is The
Great Australian Dream in which indicates nationalism on Australian earth. The
second is The Creed of Mateship that influence the loyalty of man to man within
Kwan and Hamilton. The third pattern is realism. It is intended to achieve honcsty
Kwan and Hamilton are influenced by thls pauem even in some other cases Km is
not consistent with his realny think ing
Koch in forming Kwan Hamiltor
&h\tt is attempted to do b
van as a momi

m e :‘t.&_‘"’-'-'*"'—"-{‘-'r:?.;, ho
novel is gﬁod
forezgners view about w

Koch only wants to write about about humanism and morahty that are very oﬁen ‘ ' 1
forgotten by all mankind. |

e T N W RN Y Y
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Appendix 2
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