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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

1.1. Rationale

Literature is an art form as a product of creative
process of mind. It is a reflection of human life. While
life experience is the basic source of literature. By
reading literary works we actually also read our real
lives as stated by Harry Shaw in Dictionary of Literary
Terms * “Literature is writing in vhlch exprmn.on and
form, 1in cannnctaon wqth adaaSsand ca;cargwof In:
and  appax in

' ﬁ -atu: ,%"vf.-;_‘. 972

!urther e ~ designed heatpiCal - . ¥
presentation, that: ia awhwgn we m&k of drm e
as g 'literary 'works 'ar' & TOMDUSITIGN, W mamt ot el
never forget that drama is designed to be acted
on. Lhe SLaga’ (1960653) .
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Many readers are moved after reading a certain
literary work because the work resembles their lives so
that they are touched by the story which is similar to
their own lives. If the readers read the play they will
focus their attention to the 'characters and they will see
the behavior and the attitude of the characters in the
play.

A character 1s one of the most important elements in
the play. By studying 1literature, which presents us
characters from a wide range of classes of society, of
ethnic backgrounds, of mental conditions, and . of
geographical areas we are likely to encounter real 1life.
Drama without characters is impossible and a character
must be different from the others. Each character
demonstrates his or her behavior, feeling, thought, and
conduct.

Based on the above consideration, the play must have
characters. The characters are the imaginary products of
lhe writer. Characterization is the creation of images of
imaginary persons in drama, naxrative p@etry, prosa etc.
That is why charactcrlzation is 1nteresting in flctlon.
However, characterlzatlon w1thout plot is 1mp0351ble, it
is a product from plot and essential part of plot.

“Character causes plot and plot is the result of
form, and is dependent upon character. So
without characterization, no thesis, no plot and
no setting can develop genuine interest for a
reader or cause him to cause to care what
happens, or does not happen, to whom, and why”
(ThawW! T9T2y71).



http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

John Osborne’s Luther is a play to be the topic of
this thesis. The discussion 18 focused in the
characterization of the main character presented in the
play. By analyzing the main character’s actions, speech,
thought, physical appearances and what the other
characters think of him, it is hoped that the attitude
and the characteristic of the méin character will be
understood. This helps to discuss characteristic of the
main character. The main character in this play is Martin
Luther. He was a reverend, who had special rule in that
era, beginning at his entry into the Augustinian order in
1506. He thought about many moral decadence in his
religion and in the government, Luther was intended to
. reform it with hié idealism. This purpose makes him
experience social and psychological conflicts with Hans,
his father, his friends, and also with himself. Stanley
Hochman in Mc Graw Hill Encyclopedia or World drama,
explains: “The play presents an angry man struggling with
his inability to deal with thé father-childzrelationship”
(19843:51) . ' S |

The characteristic of the main character is very
interesting ’to analyze because the characteristic of

Luther has a great influence on the plot of the play.

1.2. The Problem to Discuss

Reading a literary work will enrich our knowledge
about life. It does not merely give amusement but also
moral teaching to the readers. By learning some

charactels creaved by Che o writers “3h fniy CEee. Ehe
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playwright, we will be able to have better appreciation
about characters. This thesis 1s intended to analyze one
of John Osborne’s plays, Luther. As seen in the play, one
of the main characters, Martin Luther, has to face many
problems in trying to defend his faith. Therefore, this
thesis discusses about the characterization of Luther as
a moralist, an .ddealist, and as @ religious man.
Furthermore, the problem to discuss in this thesis is to
answer a question of how far Luther as the main character
has those characteristics as the:  result. of the

playwright’s imagination.

1.3 The Scope of Study

The need for the scope of study within this thesis is
1ndlspensable to avoid any complicated discussion as well
as to achleve a better understanding on the topic being

discussed. This discussion is focused and limited on

several characteristics of Martln buther as the naln

character of the play. Thoaea pertlnant. characteristlcs
are: Martin Luther as a moralist, an ‘idealist, and a
religious man. They character of the play has passed
through many interestlng experlences wlth'many conflicts
particularly the psychological conflicts during his life.

Then this thesis analyzis the character by harnessing
some approaches to identify and reveal the
characteristics of the main character. In this case, some
connected references including the drama Luther and other
books which have correlation to the characteristic of

Luther as the references outside 1literature such as:
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Psychology and Life, Etika, Pengantar Filsafat, and which
are considered as compatible.
They are studied in order to get the proof whether

Martin Luther is a moralist, an idealist and a religious

man as well.

1.4. The Goals of the Study

This thesis discusses about the characterization of
the main character in John Osborne’s play : Luther aiming
to make the readers share a _valuable' experléﬂea that‘

K.

coacerns W""h the

Luther’s chara'-er 8
The stu&y will enrich me to understand a s"pacj.’fic

characterxstlc represented by Martin Luther, a reformist

in his 1lifetime.
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The other aim of writing this thesis is not only to
enrich my knowledge about 1literature but also to
appreciate it. Finally, this thesis is written to fulfill
the requirement to get the award of Sarjana Sastra
degree. I hope this study will be worthwhile to myself
and to the readers who are interested in John Osborne’s

plays, especially Luther.

1.5. The Approach to Use

In analyzing and to grasp the appropriate discussion
on the topic, psychological approach is applied. It is
helpful te understand psychological elements experienced
by Martin Luther. There are three kinds of application of
psychological approach to literary work, First, the new
field provides a more precise langdége with which
discusses the creative process. Second, the application
goes back to literary biography in order to study the
life of the author as a means of understanding his art.
Third, psychological approach can be used to explain
fictitious characters (Secott,1962:71-72). This thesis

conveniently uses the_third‘éppliCation.

1.6. The Orxrganization of the Thesis

The thesis consists of five chapters. Chapter one
includes six-sub chapters; the first sub-chapter contains
the principal background and the significance of writing
this ‘thesis. The last five sub-chapters are the problem
to discuss, the scope of study, and approach to use, the

goal of 'study, and the organization of the thesis.
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Chapter two 1is description of the biography of John
Osborne and the synopsis of play. The third chapter deals
with the meaning of the terms. Includes two sub-chapters.
The first sub-chapter gives information about the meaning
nf main character, and the second chapter deals with the
meaning of characterization. Chapter four deals with

detailed analyzis of the characterization of Martin

Luther as the main character 1n this play Chapter five
embodlea conclu&;em &a‘:ggaz qusnlt df &he di%ussion and



http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

Digital Repository Universitas Jember

CHAPTER II
THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE WRITER AND THE SYNOPSIS
OF THE PLAY

2.1. The Biography of the Writer

John Osborne (1929-1994), 4is a modern English
playwright, film screenplay writer, actor, and dramatist.
His real name was John James Osborne, born in London on
December 12, 1929, he was the son of a @ommerc:.al artist.
After finishing his seconda;y 9dudamn, rhe \rﬁs then
studying at Belmont ea&iége> he eV
::i':e'rtlflcatt of e‘nlm&alﬁn. Ha: did

managing, and writing. He '!Mrwa.t*hemightnn mh
a small theatrical company at seaside réé-drts, for sme
time he had tried to persuade the interest of London

producer's upon his play. Finally English company accepted
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Finally English company accepted him to join the company.
It was opened in London at The Royal Court theatre in
May, 1956, under the title Look Back in Anger it was the
first momentous success in the English stage company
history (Hochman, 1984:49) . It established Osborne’s
reputation as a dramatist. This play was a spectacular
success, standing for eighteen months in England and when
it was opened in New York, it won the New York Drama
Critics Circle Award as the best foreign play of 1957.

Osborne’s next play, the Entertalndr (1957) c&hcerns
with soc1a1 lsgues,, ‘ i

TN e

wife was an actmyss,,"a' Lée’;. his seccmd w:t.fe was an‘
actress too, Mary Ure, but was dlvorced in 1962 In 1963
he married Penelope Gilliantt, and his fourth marriage
was with Jill Bennet (Hochman,;1984:49).
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2.2. The Synopsis of the Play

The play begins with the christianizing of Martin
Luther to become a member Qf monks'by.the Prior Cloister
Chapel of Eremites in St. Augustine, Erfurt, Thuringia,
1506. At those ritual ceremony he joins with Hans, his
father, a miner. He 1is also “al@ompanied by Lucas, a
friend of him. When the proceésion is going on, Hans and
Lucas have a quarrel about Martin’s decision. This is
because Hans doubted if his son 13 a kind wnllraducated
man and even accused him of choos:mg Wo be a Mk in

s .vi

oréer to get the staws "ﬁat‘her’

priest
‘still-in

love and hlS own salvatic

stay in the church. Martin activaiy d&v&tad him aafu' A

reverend who always preaches against several major
tenants of the Catholic Chiirch. Further he nails his
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ninety-five theses 1in order to oppose the manner of
indulgences in which the church releases the temporal
penalties for sin wilh the payment of money that is being
sold for gathering the fund to build church in Rome.

TIHEB. Ul 1S .plared BTt Tay T pic. A
controversial figure. Even almost all priors order Martin
to retract and 4##q-Tor forgiveness,. ®hg reverends are
afraid that Maftin’s faith can influence other Christians

and induce them to rekel Then in Aprll 18th, 1521 at the
Dlet of WOrl$,‘ the Senate condemﬁs ﬂﬂﬁttln fam his
Reject gV, T4 'th ﬁfi' tln EK

% \rrlp"'.* -‘gu»; )

i
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CHAPTER III
THE MEANING OF THE TERMS

chapter explains and clarifies the meaning of

he terms found in the title. This 1s purposed to avoid
misunderstanding 1N this thesis. There are many
ations and statements which have correlation with the
subject of discussion. The title has only two essential
words which need clarificatiens. This chapter is divided
into two sub chapters. At the end of each sub chapter,

there will be found specific meaning of the terms.

The Meaning of Main Character

Before understanding the word “main eharacter”, it

L5 amportant to understand first the meaning of the word

“character”. It will give understanding toward the whole
ong. In the Advanced learner’s Dictionary of Current
English, states  the meaning' of «AVeharacter” 'is : (off /&
persen, commundty, race, ‘détc)k mental of moral nathee:
mental "or moral gualities that make one person, race,
etc, different from others tHornby, 1963: 156)

Richard Taylo: in Understanding the Elements of
Literabiire, writes a description’of character as follows:

“A character 1s afmene cdeastruction of /weords
means to express an idea or view of “eXperience
and must be considered 1n. . redati®h Tto other
feature of the eomposition. Such as action and
satiing, befate, it  as JUll ‘Blgaslicance . can Lo
appreciated™ (1981:62).
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Harry Shaw in Dictionary of Literary Terms describes :

“Character as the ' aggregate of traits and
features that form the nature of some person or
animal. “Character” also refers to moral
gualities and ethical standards and principles,
notably that of a person represented in a story,
novel, ‘play, etc” 4tEWl2:r T

According to .Robert Stanton, the term character is
commonly used in two ways

“It designates the individuals who appear in the
story, as in “How many character are there”, and
it refers to the mixture of interests, desires,
emotions, and moral principles that makes each
characters of these individuals. Most stories
contain a central character who 1is relevant to
every event in the story, usually the events
cause Some’ changes either in 'lAm ©r 1in our
attitude toward him” (1965:17).

The definitions above explain briefly about the
meaning of character. “Character” in literature means a
person or animal represented in a story, novel, play,
etc. Character consists of moral qualities, ethical
standards and principles, features or attributes. The
principles distinguish one person from the others, and
have relation to other eléments, such as: plot, actibn,
setting, etc.

Finally, the main character means the most important
person potraying his or her progress in the story. She or
he 1is analyzed Dby—-the  readers through his actions,
dialogues, thought, and attitudes. It presents dominantly
and continually in the story’s progress. Therefore,

without characters, especially the main ones which are

3
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interrelated with the other elements, it is impossible

that a literary work comes about.

3.2. The Meaning of Characterization

Characrer 1in  The  stotaiamnst come “1ively, 50 The

writer creates particular traits of his characters by a

process called characterization. It has the purpose of
making the readers understanding the character’s actions

and dialogues easily.

Harry Shaw, in Ql@il@ﬂary of therary be‘atargues

five li,\w_,qwﬁm.m

added dimensions that, as readers, we
know and to understand him as

breathing human being (1972:71).
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The statement above explains that a flat character
1s simple and constructed around single idea. There 1is
only one side of him. Sometimes he or she only has good
or bad side of his or her personality, and the side never
changes. It is different from round or complex character
which 1is more 1lifelike than the simple one. It has
complexity in temperament or motivation. He or she always
changes as a human being, and people can see all sides of

him and like most people, they are capable of surprising.
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CHAPTER IV
CHARACTERIZATION OF LUTHER AS THE MAIN CHARACTER

Luther's characteristic development is more or less
influenced by his morality, idealism and religious faith
which appear throughout the story. Contradiction between
his faith and reality that happened at that moment led
him to experience social and psychological conflict that
he never had before, Martin Luther expresses this
experience 1in the play entitled “Luther”. Before
discussing more about Luther’s characteristics in the
play, this chapter firstly explains the general meaning
of the terms; moralist, idealist, and religiousity which

involve him as a character.

4.1 Luther as a Moralist

Before analyzing the characteristics of Luther as a
moralist, it is important to understand the meaning of
the word “moral”. In the Advanced Learner's Dictionary of
Current English, the weaniﬁg‘af.méra;'iaz

Concerning principles right and wrong; good and
virtous; able to understand the difference between
right and wrong; teaching or illustrating good
behaviour; (contrasted with physical or practical)
connected with the sense of what is right and just
(Hormtyy, 1963; 634)°

The above statement indicates that the meaning of
moral concerns much with the values of right and wrong,
good and bad, true on false. Discussing about the sense

of what is right and what is wrong all people realize
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That they have moral concepts and rules governing their
behaviour. For example, society rules the people for
their action by law and rules enforcement so that they
cannot ignore the quality of moral. For instance it is
noted in William Benton’s Encyclopedia Britanica Vol 15:
primitive people are rarely concerned with the origin of
such standards and the validity of judgments made by
reference to them (1768:821).

The above statement underscores that moral concepts
and rules are clesely related with” the “structute of

society but the moral standard is universal which rules

people (and relatives) when society changes. They make a

judgment of a certain people's behavior whether it is
right or wrong.

Meanwhile the meaning of “Moralist” concerns much
with persons or men that justify the distinctions between
something right or wrong, based on ethical behavior. It
also means a person who consciously realizes about the
right and wrong behavior, about ethical standard, about
good habit; A moralist defends the ":u'las; and principles
that are considered to bé‘ right in a certain society.
About a moralist Harry Shaw explains:

“A person who teaches or preaches the rules
and principles of right conduct. A moralist is
concerned with distinctions between right and
wrong, with ethical behavior, with honest and
honorable dealing” (1972:245).

Martin Luther is one of the characters in this play.
He 1s a reverend and a moralist. He defends right

principles by being an honest man. He differs a certain
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deed to be right by opposing it with a wrong deed
conducted by someone, when he fights against immoral
behavior, ethics and norms within society. There are
several actions that he expresses dealing with his

morality

Martin. I am alone, I am alone and against myself

Brother. I confess it, I confess it, and beg prayers
that I may undergo the greater punishment
ol X B

Martin. How can I justify myself ?

Brother. Take heart, you shall be punished and
severely.

Martin. How can I be justified ?

Page 325

The above quotation shows the situation when Martin
Luther and other monks make the confession of their sins.
This ceremony makes Martin Luther have guestions as he
disagrees with it. He asks himself how ean a monk give
forgiveness to someone’s sin, while he believes that only
God who gives forgiveness.

Martin Luther is reminded by his critical story
through the following quotation :

Martin. I was ameng a group of people, men and
women, fully clothed. We lay on top of each
other in nest rows about seven or eight
across. Eventually, the pile was many
people deep. Suddenly. I panicked -
although I was on top of the pile - and I
cried; what about those underneath ? Those

at the very bottom and those in between ?
rage 325
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The statement above describes Martin Luther’s way of
thinking about the eqdai nature of human in the eyes of
God. In this case Martin tries to remind the monks by his
story on one’s behavior. Martin disagrees with most
monks who claim that they are different creatures, they
are not similar with ordinary people, only because they
are wearing church robes. This misunderstanding makes
Martin Luther depressed because the interpretations about
monks as highest or holy creatures in the world. This
behavior is strengthened by Edmund Fantino: "Depression
is a pattern of sadness, anxiety, fatigue, insomnia,
agitated behavior, and a reduced ability to function and
work with others"™ (1974:313).

Brother. Let Brother Martin remember all the
degrees of humility; and let him go on
cleaning the latrines. ‘

Martin. Not Ti'Me & 1 am not !

(The attack reaches its height, and he

recoils as if he had bitten his tongue and
his mouth were full of blood and saliva.
Two more monks come to help, and he almost
breaks away from them, but the effort
collapses, and they are able to drag him
away, -as he about to vomit. The office

continues as if nothing had taken place).
Page 326

Those sequences of quotation have brought a certain
climax, which is experienced by Martin’s refusal to go
along with the other monks. Martin cannot stand anymore
to know the wrongly established ceremony which leads the
approach to climax by roaring, crying, and attacking the

choir section. Furthermore he cannot resist covering his
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psychological conflict any longer. Henry E.Garett says in
his book:

"The frustration or blocking of the self+
assertion motive often leads to aggressive
action against the person or situation
blocking the individual's desires. In adult
society, furthermore, aggression as a response
to frustration may express itself directly in
swearing, loud complaints against real or
imaginary grievances, protests, strikes,
demonstration, even revolution" (1950:66).

Martin Luther has also carried out other acts of
morality by which he opposes several important rules of
the church. ThisS is #lbew by his Eitics against the
moral decadence within his society and he strongly urges
for the enlightenment of the condition through several
obligatory changes. The following quotation sharpens that
idea

Staupitz. (smiles too) Too hard for you, I dare
say. Did you know the Duke’s been
complaining to me about you ?

Martin. why, what have I done ? |

Staupitz. Preaching against indulgences again.

Martin. Oh that - 1 was very mild.

Page 343
Staupitz, one of the “fathers”, (highest monk), has
warned that his controversial preach results in the
Duke’s complaint. Dukes are worried that Martin Luther's
preach will influence the well-established Christian
faith and will turn ‘against indulgences. Nevertheless,
Martin Luther feels different because he is sure that his
preach brings enlightenment so that the moral decadence

will get its solution.
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The.  following quotation shows the reasons of Martin
Luther’s disagreement about the indulgence which is found

in Christian faith and practice ;

Staupitz. Yes?

Martin. About all this. The other day a man was
brought to me, a shoemaker. His wife had
just died, and I said to him, “What’ve
oot lone for her?” “s0inhe said, “I've
buried her and commended her soul to
God.” “But haven’t you has Mass said for
repiseé Of. heér' seul?’” “WMo.” he said,
“What’s the point? She entered heaven the
moment she died.” So I asked him, “How do
you know that?” And he said, “Well, I’'ve
preof. That’'s why.” «And alit of his
pocket he took a letter of indulgences.

Staupitz. ‘Kb

Martin. He traw it at me, and said, “And if you
still maintain that a Mass 1is necessary
then my wife’s been swindled by our most
holy father the Pope. Or, if not by him,
then by the priest who sold it to me.”

~ Page 343-344

The above statement describes that Martin Luther
gets sad feeling and experience to Staupitz. This man is
a Parish Shoemaker who tells Martin about his wife who
has passed-away. The Parish believes that she will be
placed in heaven with the quarantee of a letter of
indulgences she has got. However, soon after Martin
explains that he is against the ihdulgences for several
reasons, through his preach, the shoemaker turns smacked
in anger because he feels that he has been cheated by the
church then the letter is thrown to Martin.

Thus indeed, Martin Luther encounteres the

establishing faith in the society in which he fights
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against and he motivates people of doing something
necessary to reform, is a change the worst situation of
the church. The reason 1s deep effect to the Christian
faith which causes confusion among the believers to
choose between the right and the wrong according to their
religion. Zimbardo . PRillip "in wPsychology and Life
explains:

"Once you learn to experience vicariously the
thoughts and feelings of others, then you will
feel pain when you see others in trouble and
will take action to reduce their pain and your
own (Aronfreed,1970)" (1965:386).

Martin’s other effort is shown below:

Martin. ... There are some who complain of these
things, and but they write in Latin for
Bchiokars.  Who’ll spefig @it in  roudgh
German? Someone’s got to bell she cat!
For you must be made to know that there’s
no ‘security, there’s no segurity at all,
either in indulgences, holy busywork or
anywhere in this world. It came to me
while the Jakes, the John or whatever
yoii' £e  “pleased €6 c3kk 'it. I / was
struggling with the text I’ve given you:
For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed, from faith to faith."...

Page 346

Martin Luther reminds the Christians that there are
sO0 many religious deviations in their surroundings. There
are so many deviated religious practices. Luther believes
that they should be certain persons who dare to change
the situation. Luther says that there are no secure lives
at that time. The Holy people who give indulgences are

not the people who can provide safety as something taken
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for granted. Martin realizes the sorrow of people because
of that deviation. At last, Martin creates a thesis that
consists of corrections toward the right way to God. All

of those principles have to base on the Holy Scripture.

Martin. <+ MThe aget “Shall ‘life by Tuith.” My
pain vanished, my bowels flushed and I
coudd get up. I could see the life 1'd
lost. No man is just because he does just
works. The works are just if the man is
just. If a man doesn’t believe in Christ,
not only are his sin mortal but his good
works. This I know; reason is the devil’s
whore, born of on stinking goat called
Aristotle, which believes that good works
make a good man. But the truth is that
the Just shall live bv.-faith @alone. 1
need no more than my praise him as long
as 1 have voice to sing; and if anyone
goeSn’'t care @ to sing. WiEh me, than he
can howl on his own. If we are going to
be deserted, let’s follow the deserted
Chiists
(He murmurs a prayer, descends from the
pulpit, then walks up the steps to the
church door, and nails his theses to it.
The singing from wlthln grows louder as
he walks away) -

Page 346

The guotation =zbove shows that Martin Luther calls
the Christians to turn back to praise Jesus Christ,
because only Jesus’s way can help them. After that, he
nails the theses which oppose the indulgences to the
church door.

Another proof of Martin Luther’s action basically
lays on the truth that must be defended. The following

quotation shows that idea
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Martin. Some 1interest are furthered by finding
truth, others. by destroving it. I don't
care-what pleases or displeases the Pope.
He is a man.

Cajetan. (wearily) Is that all?

Martin. He seems a good man, as Popes go. But
1t’s not much for a world that sing’s out
for reformation. 1I’d say that's a hymn

everyone.
Page. 351

Cajetan, one of highest monk's 1legates tries to
persuade Martin’s way. He influences Martin’s way to give
up the idea of reformation, because it will displease the
Pope. However, Martin believeé that in this world some
purposesdf v 1ife @4 for findingy The ..Lruthi Gand the
others for covering and destroying it. Martin ignores all
of the risks although those will displease the Pope, he
should maintain the truth and proclaim the call of

reformation the condition.

4.2 Luther as an Idealist |
The word idealist is basically from word ‘ideal”. In
Dictionary of Philosophy, the meaning of ideal is;

pertaining to ideas; mental; possessing the
character of completely satisfying a desire or
volition. A state of perfection with respect to
a sSkandard or“goal ©r WiIl. o desire, / #brm,
perfect type, or goal, an object of desire or
will, whether or not «conceived as attainable
{19633 13987 .

Most human beings have dreams, hope, thought, the
way of thinking, desire that they perceive to be right,

but they cannot be explained. That matter is called an
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ideal. The ideal sometimes effects or dominates the
actions and personality, but sometimes it is merely a
dream because without any actions to realize his ideals.
According to Louis O Kattsoff in Pengantar Filsafat:

Yidealist 19 ‘draamer, il is kKinl ar  Nin. Jho
founds of something complicated and has a point
of view which close to perfect. An idealist is
understood a@i"if he had his hoad hanging on
cloud and sometimes people looked of him as a
stupid. However he can also be seen as if he
were a generous man with a tender and kind
hearted figure” (1969:127).

Luther is an idealist because he has desire, goals
of will, hopes and dreams of life. The ideals lead him to
social experience and psychological conflicts. Most of
his friends and surroundings have opinion that Martin
Luther 15 a stubborn dreamer. On the contrary, Martin
Luther believes that his ideals will be realized through
his great effort. The following quotation is a proof of

that characteristic.

Martin. Somewhere, in the body of a child. Satan
foresaw in me what I‘m suffering now.
That’s why he prepares open pits for me,
and all kinds of tricks to bring me down,
50 that 1 keep wondering if I'm the only
man living who’s baited, and surrounded
by dreams, and afraid to move.

Brother Weinand (really angry by now) You’re a fool.
You're really a fool. God isn’t angry
with you. 1It’s you who are angry with
Him.

(He goes out. The Brothers wait Martin,
who kneels,)

Martin. Oh, Mary, dear Mary, all I see of Christ
is a flame and ranging on a rainbow. Pray
to your sopn, and afk Him to still His
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anger, for I can’t raise my eyes to look
at Him. Am I the only one to see all
this, and suffer?

Page 330

Martin Luther believes that he suffers from his
belief because of the wrong condition and situation that
happen 1in the church at that time. Most of the monks
think the condition is natural, on the other hand, that
condition causes Martin look to be different and strange
in the community. Martin keeps his faith by praying to
Jesus Christ to make his dreams come true although he
guarells against Brother Weinand.

His being stubborn and idealist is shown more in the

next statement:

Hans And why? 1 see a young man, learned and
full of 1life my son, abusing his youth
with fear humiliation. You think you’ re
facing up to it here, but you’'re not;
you’re runhing away, you’re running away
and you can’t help it.

Martin If it’s so easy in here, why do you think

the rest of the world isn’t knocking the
gates down to get in?

Hans Because they haven’t given up, that’s
why.
Martin well, there it is, you think I've given
up.
Page 336

The above quotation affirms that Hans, Martin’s
father, complains because of Martin's decision. Martin is
a young and educated man but the father asks him why he
chooses to be a monk. Both of them argue for their

arguments. In this quotation, we can see that there are
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two opposite points of view. Henry E.Garrett in his book
explains:

"Interference or blocking of a motive may come
from several sources: (a) from competing and .
antagonistic motives; (b) from religious or
ethical principles, moral scruples, ideals, and
contrary habits; /(o) ~Lrem.  stumbling blocks
imposed by circumstances-physical and personal
lidbilities, vrestraining 1laws and customs,
social taboos, lack of money or education”

(1950875 .

Hans Well! (Almost anxiously) And if beat you
fairly often, and pretty hard sometime I
suppose, 1t wasn’‘t any more than any
other boy, was it?

Martin No!

Hans What do you think it is makes you

different? Other man is all right. Aren’t
they you were stubborn, you were always
stubborn, you’ve always had to resist,
haven’ t you? '

Martin You disappointed me too, and not just a
view times, but at sometime of everyday I
ever remember hearing or seeing you, but,
as . you say, may be :that was alsp ‘no
different from any other your love more
than anyone’s, and if anyone was to hold
me, 1 .wanted it to 'be you. Funnily
enough, my mother disappointed me the
most, and I love Her less, much less. She
made - a gap which i1t bigger, bigger and
more unbearable.

Page 336

The above quotation indicates that Martin’s parents
still believe in their conservative thought. On the other

hand, Martin wants to reform the conservative thought to

be more realistic.
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Moreover, the conflict between Martin Luther and his
father becomes more serious and complex. This is proved
when his father calls Martin Luther a stubborn man;
Martin Luther cannot stand his anger toward his father.
He tells the truth that his father and mother also make
Martin disappointed at that time. Although they are not
ideal parents for him, he still loves them very much.

Martin Luther’s ideals are basically come from his
religion which is different from the condition at that

time. Many' dav1at10ns make hls_ 1dealk¢m grow w&xonger

Martin. %

Christi&n'vtﬁﬂéhiﬁﬁgu'

ordinary people. ) ' i e i
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There’s another story going around about
him which is obviously true because I've
checked 1t at several. It seems that a
certain Saxon nobleman had heard Tetzel
in Juterbog. After Tetzel had finished
his usual performance, he' asked him if
he’d repeat what he’d said at one stage.
That he TetzZel-.l' 'mean-had the power of
pardoning sins that man 1intended to
commit. Tetzel was very high and mighty,
voli know .what. he's 1IN and said,
“What’s the matter, weren’t you
listening? Of course I can give pardon
not only for sin already committed but
for sins . that. men intend to commit.”
"Wells «then, that’s. finey!. says -bthis
nobleman “because I’d 1like to take
revenge on one of my enemies. You know,
nothing much, I don’t want to kill him or
anything like that. Just a little slight
revenge. Now, if I give you ten guilden,
will you give me a letter of indulgence
that will justify me-justify me freely
and completely?” Well, it seems Tetzel
made a view stock objections, but
eventually agreed on thirty guilden, and
they made a deal. The man went away with
his letter of indulgences, and Tetzel set
out for the next job, which was Leipzig.
well, half-way ~pbetween Leipzig ' and
Treblen, in the middle of the wood, he
was set on by a band of thugs, and beaten
up. While he’s 1lying there on the grass
in a poll of his own blood, he loos up
and sees that one of them is the Saxon
noblemen he’s recovered enough, he rushes
back to Juterbog, and takes the noblemen
to court. And what does the noblemen do?
Takes out the letter of indulgences and
shows 1t to Duke George himself-case
dismissed!
Page 344
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The other deviation of Christian religion is when

Martin Luther tells the truth to one of the "fathers",

about deviation

which 1s done by Tetzel, one of the

highest monks, who has sold a letter of indulgences for

Christians. On the other hand, it is used to cheat and

hurt other people.

Several of Martin's actions that show - his

characteristic as an idealist mWman.are whén he nails the

theses against the indulgences of Christian belief.

Martin

We are living in a dangerous time.
You miant BOot think so, buf 3t couldibe
that this 1is the most dangerous time
since the 1light first broke upon the
earth. It may not be true, but it's very
probably true-but, what’s mostly
important is that it’s an assumption we
are obliged to make. We Christians see
to be wise outwardly and mad inwardly,
and in this Jerusalem we have built
there are blasphemies flourishing that
make the jews no worse than giggling
children. A man is not a good christian
because he understands Greek and Hebrew.
Jerome knew five languages, but he's
inferior to Augustine, who knew only
one. ©Of course, Erasmus wouldn’'t agree
with me, but perhaps one day the Lord
will open his eyes for him. But listen!
A man without Christ becomes his own
shell. We are content with shells. Some
shells are whole man and some are small
trinkets. And the holy relics will be on
show o "youw #3%i "to " "the hungry ones
whose lives are made satisfied by
trinkets, by unimposing procession and
the 'dressings 'up Of all kintes of dismal
things. .. '

Page 345
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The above quotation informs about Martin’s opinion
toward the condition of his surroundings that most of
Christian are not more pure anymore. They are wise
outwardly but mad inwardly. He believes this condition

must be changed and he wants to change that.

Eck --. . Don't rate “your own opinion so
highly, so far beyond that of many other
sincere and eminent men. I ask you don’t
trow doubt on the most holy. Orthodox
faith, the faith, the faith founded by
the most perfect legislator known to us,
and spread by His apostles thought the
world, with their blood and miracles.
This faith has been defined by sacred
councils, and confirmed by the church. It
is your heritage, and we are forbidden to
dispute it by the laws of the Emperor and
the Pontiff. Since no amount of argument
can lead to a final conclusion, they can
only condemn those who refuse to submit
to them. The penalties are provided and
will be executed. I must, therefore, ask
again, I must demand that you answer
sincerely, frankly and unambiguously, yes
or no: will you or ‘will you not retract
your books and the errors contained in

Martin Since your serene majesty and your
lordships demand a simple answer, you
shall have it, without horns and without
teeth. Unless I am shown by the testimony
of the scripture-for I don’t believe in
the Popes or councils-unless I am refuted
by the Scripture and my conscience is
captured by God’s own word, I cannot and
will not recant, since to act against
one’s conscience 1is neither safe nor
honest. Here I stand; God help me; I can
do no more. Amen.

Page 357
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The above quotation proves that Johan Von Eck, one
of the secretaries cﬂg Archbishop debates Martin’s book
and attitude. The people in the senate think Martin
Luther is mad because his book 1s contradictive with the
scripture. They are afraid if it will make the Christians
be confus. They order Martin to retract that
controversial books from public. In contrary, Martin
argues, and he believes that his actions are good ones
because they base on the God’s name. He stands on his

faith although they will condemn him.

Knight Never mind-you’re wearing His apron

(Martin moves to the stairs to the pulpit).
It suits you (pause) doesn’t it? (Pause)
That day 1in Worms (pause) you were like a
pig wunder g¢glass weren’t you? Do you
remember 1t? I could smell every inch of
you even where I was standing. All you’ve
ever managed to do is convert everything
into stench and drying and peril, but you
could have done it, Martin, and you were
the only one who could have ever done it.

- You could even have brought freedom and

order in at one and the same time

Martin Theré’'s no . such. thing 8 an orderly

revolution, anyway, Christians are called
togsufrer, ot Tight:
Page 359

This conversation between the knight and Martin can
indicate Martin’s 1ideals. He fights and solves that
problems not by fighting but by changing the condition
suited with God’s way. The knight is disappointed with

Martin. He accuses Martin merely of converts the
situation into war circumstances, he does not support the

knight in overcoming the situation. The knight’s purpose
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is in contradiction with MNMartin's beliaf that  the
Christians only receive the condition and they are called
to suffer, without violence and fight. This quotation
sharpens that 1i1dea:

"Thus, Luther stressed that God reveals his
wisdom through the foolishness of preaching,
his power through suffering, and the secret of
meaningful life through Christ's death on the
cross" (Microsoft (R) Encarta (R) 96Encyclopedia.)

4.3 Luther as a Religious Man.
Before having further analysis and to avoid any
mistaken interpretation, it is better to understand first

the meaning of religious. Hornby explains in his book:

Religious .are: 1. Of religion. 2. (of a person)
devout; God-fearing. 3. Of a monastic order: a~
house (a monastery or convent). 4. Scrupulous;
conscientiois: dot ‘ohe’s work “WiLERr care
(exactitude) n. (with indef. art) person bound
by monastic vows; monk or nun; (pl., unchanged
in form) the (some, several)~ persons bound by
monastic vows. ~1ly adv (Hornby, 1963:828 ).

The above quotation explains that the meaning of
religious are; something connected .with religion, or a
person which has a religion, faith and usually it deals
with monastery or «convent. Then the meanings of a
religious man are someone who believes, faithful, has a
religion, and lives and fights for God’s way. Example:
monks, nuns, reverends, "Pastors, and persons who are
bound by monastic vows. While the characteristic of
religious man is: that he believes in God with all his

body and soul are faithful and have relationship with
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God’s calling, all of his life is dedicated to pray and
he is controlled by God’s command. Dra. Ari Damascena

Suharso says:

“Belief in God means to agree on God's promise
given through His words and work, this agreement
is not only in higéminds ‘bt in the whole of
men's personality and their way of life. Whoever
believes in God or has faith, the whole of his
life is under the promise of God” (1986:3).

The world is the place of struggle between good and
bad. If someone wants to reach the correct deeds, They
must provide within their own 1lives the ability to see
badness. They have to escape from bad deeds and replace
them with holiness in their soul.

One of the examples 1s Martin Luther whose
characteristic is religious one. He makes reformation on
his society, government, and also religion at that time
because of his confidence and strong faithfulness to
God’s promises. He prays, believes, and does everything
in God’s way. Dr J Verkuyl in his book strengthens that
idea; "We must be afraid, love and believes in God
greater more than anything in this world " (1966:9).
Martin Luther's belief is based and centered on God's
command. This dialogue shows the characteristic of Martin

as a religious man:

Staupitz (laughing) Well, I 1leave you to handle
- it. But try and remember, I agree with
all you say, but the moment someone
disagrees or objects "to what you're
saying, that will be the moment when
You”ll suddenly recognize the strength of
your belief.
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Martin Father, I'm never sure of the words till
I hear them out loud.

Staupitz Well, that’s probably the meaning of the
word. The word is me, and I am the word.
Anyway, try and be a little prudent. Look
at Erasmus: he never really gets into any
serious trouble, but he still manages to
make his point.

Martin People 1like Erasmus get upset because I
talk of pigs and Christ 1in the same
breath. I must go. (clutches himself, but
unobtrusively) .

Staupitz Well, you might be right. Erasmus is a
fine scholar, but there are too many
scholars who think they’re better simply
because they insinuate in Latin what
you’ll say in plain German. What’s the
matter, are you having that trouble
again? Good heaven! Martin-just before
you go: a man with a strong sword will
draw it at some time, even if it’s only
to turn it on himself. But whatevar
happens, he can’t just let it dangle from
his “ belt. And, another thing, don’t
forget-you began this affair in the name
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. You must do/ as
God commands you, of course, but
remember, St. Jerome once wrote about a
philosopher who destroyed his own eyes so
that it would give him more freedom to
study. Take care of your eyes, my son,
and do something about those damned
bowels!.

Martin I wiTi. Who - katW? If 2 break sind in
Wittenberg, they might smell it in Rome.
(Exit. Church bells.)

Page 344-345

The above dialogue explains that there are different
interpretations between Martin Lutﬁer and a father of
monastery. The father’s position is as a representation

of Christ, and he believes that all his teachings are
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right, but Martin disagrees with it. Martin criticizes
that a father is not a representation of Christ because
he is merely a human which is the same as the other.
Martin also disagrees to the claim that only Pope who may
interpret Holy Scripture because Pope 1is human and in
reality it is written in Latin, thus logically everyone
who knows Latin well can also interpret it. However,
Martin is afraid that there will be a little number of
person who can understand the Holy Scripture since not
all people could understand Latin language at that time.
It may happen to the people from any languages other than
Latin such as German, French or others who know nothing
about Latin. He . @lso criticizes ' the  Tact . Ehat every
religious policies and decisions should depend on Rome.
In his belief, the center for Christianity is not in this
world, but in heaven, which means on Christ himself. The
following guotation proves 1it.

Martin v». We are content with shells. 'Some
shells are whole men and some are small
trinkets. And, what are the trinkets?
Today 1is the eve of All Saints, and the
holy relics will be on show to you all;
to the hungry ones whose lives are made
satisfied by trinkets, by an imposing
procession and the dressings up all kinds
of dismal things. You’ll mumble for magic
withlighted candles to St. Anthony for
your erysipelas; to St, Vvalentine for
your epilepsy; to St. Sebastian for the
pestilence; to St. Laurentis to protect
you from fire, to St. Apollonia if you’ve
got the toothache, -and to-8t, Lolis Lo

stop  your bBeer  from going = sSolr. — And
tomorrow vyou’ll queue for hours outside
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the Castle Church so that you can get a
cheap rate glimpse of St. Jerome’s tooth,
or four pieces each of St. Chrysostom and
St. Augustine, and six of St. Bernard.
The deacons will have to link hands to
hold you back while you struggle to gawp
at four ha¥Pg.from Our Lady’™s head, at
the pieces of her girdle and her veil
stained with her . "Sen’s blooed. You’ll
sleep outside with the garbage in the
streets all night so that you can stop
your eyes like roasting birds on scrap of
swaddling cloathes, eleven pieces from
the original crib, one wisp of straw from
a manger and a gold pilece specially
minted by three wise men for the
occasion. Your emptiness will be frothing
over at the sight of a strand of Jesus’
beard; at one of the nails driven into
His hands, and at the remains of the loaf

at the last Supper :
Page 345-346

Martin ‘‘critigizes the ' concemk ""Gre the churgh
teachings about relics, he does not agree that relic ecan
give someone safety and power. He also disagrees that
most of Holy Saints can cure some diseases and all other
things. For examples: St. Anthony for erysipelas, S&t.
Valentine for epilepsy, St. Sebastian for the pestilence,
Sst. Laurentis for fire protection, St. Apollonia for
toothache, St. Louis for stopping beer from going sour,
and also St. Marry for getting calmness and gquietness.
According to Martin, all the helps to people in the world
come directly from Christ himself, because only Christ
that has power, not through the mediators such as the

holy saints or St. Mary as well. Dr J.Verkuyl says: "For
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our soul safety we must to avoid from anything of relic

adoration" (1966:12).

Martin I understand all that. But I’m asking you
to tell me where I have erred.

Cajetan IT you 1insisie-dRattling oFf, very Iast.)
Just . touibogil «adtith, - -here . . ape - .tweo
propositions you have advanced, and which
you will have to retract before anything
else. First, the treasure indulgences
does not consist of the sufferings and
torments of our lord . Jesus . Christ.
Second, the man who received the holy
sacrament must have faith in the grace
that 1s presented to him. Enough?

Martin I LESE " my case" eatirely on Hoky
Scriptures.

Cajetan The Pope alone has power and authority
over all those things.

Martin Except Scripture.

Cajetan Including Scripture. What do you mean?

Tetzel Only the Pope has the right of deciding

in matters of Christian faith. He alone
and. no one else has the power to
interpret the meaning of Scripture, and
to approve or condemn the views of other
man, whoever they are-scholars, councils
or the ancient fathers. The Pope’s
judgement cannot err, whether it concerns
the Christian faith or anything that has
to do with the salvation of the human
race.
Martin That scounds like your theses.
Page 349

According to Martin Luther’s belief. All of church
teachings are just human theses. He merely believes in
God. According to Cajetan and Tetzel, Martin Luther has
erred in the idea of indulgences, and the teachings
sacraments. In Martin's ideas, everything must be based

on the Holy Scripture, and not the interpretation of the .
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Holy Scripture by the Pope, Scholars or Councils. He does

not agree that Pope may do no wrong because he is merely

a human being.

This quotation strengthen that idea:

"Lutheranism affirms the ultimate authority of
the Word of God (as fespd in the Bible) in
matters of faith a Christian life and emphasizes

Christ
Bible"™

Martin

Cajetan

as the key to the understanding of the
(Microsoft (R) Encarta(R) 96Encyclopedia) .

(Formal, as if it were a prepared speech)
Most worthily father, in obedience to the
summons of his papal holiness, and in
obedience to the orders of my gracious
lord, the Elector of Saxony, I have come
before you as a submissive and dutiful
son of the Holy Christian Church, and
acknowledge that I have published the
proposition and theses ascribed to me. I
am ready now to listen most obediently to
my indictment, and if I have been wrong,
to .submit /Eo your inskEREEion in the
TruEn. ;

(impatient) My son, you have upset all
Germany with your dispute about
indulgences. I know you’re very learned
doctor of the Holy Scriptures, and that
you’ve already aroused some supportgrs

However, if ynu wish to remain a member
of the church, and to find a gracious
father in the_Papa, you’d better 1listen.
I have herée, “in front "Oof me, three
propositions which, by the command of our
Holy Father, Pope Leo the Tenth, I shall
put to you now. First, you must admit
your faults, and retract all your errors
and sermons. Secondly, you must promise
to abstain from propagating your opinions
at any time in the future. And, thirdly,
you must behave generally with greater
moderation, and avoid anything which
might cause offence or grieve and disturb
the Church. -
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Martin May 1 be allowed to 8see the Pope’s
instruction?
Cajetan No, my dear son, you may not. All you are

required to do is confess your errors,
Keep a strict watch on your words, and
not go back like a dog to his wvomit.
Then, once you have done that, I have
been authorized by our most holy father
to put everything to rights again.

Page 348-349

This dialogue explains about the Church’s decision
saying that Martin Luther is wrong and he must confess
his fault. The three conditions to rehabilitate Martin,
according to the church; Martin has to admit his faults
and retract his teaéhings and Sermons; Martin has to
promise not propagating all his teachings in the future;
and Martin has to do things not disturbing the church.
Martin does not agree to do all that things because he

believes that everything he has done is right and based

on Holy Scripture.

Martin It's shame everyone can’t marry a nun.
They’re fine cooks, thrifty housekeepers,
and splendid mothers. Seems to me there
are three ways out of despair. One is
faith in Christ, the second is to become
enraged by the world and make its nose
bleed for it, and the third is the love
of /# "wpmefy .Ming= . youy” .they dopt all
necessarily work-at least, only part of
the time. Sometimes, I'm lying awake in
the-devil’s own . sweak; and-=1  turn to
Katie and touch her.

And 1 say: get me out, Katie, please try and get me
out. And sometimes she actually drags me
out. Poor old Katie, fishing about there
in bed with her great, hefty arms, trying
to haul me out.
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Staupitz She’s good.
Page 363

The dialogues above affirm that Martin criticizes
the Church of not letting the nuns to get married. This
is just ‘the church’s” ruld  ami NOt T 15 the WY
Scripture. In Martin’s beliefs, nuns are common women, no
more or less. They Cannot be separated from worldly

things. They can either love or be loved as well.

4.4 Characterization Luther as the Main Character

Martin Luther is known as the father of reformation,
German theologian and a religious reformer, who initiates
the Protestant Reformation. His motive is to believe and
to devote to God and religion.

Martin Luther in this play is described as a complex
character that lives as if as a human being in real
world, he experiences social, psychological conflict with
his surroundings. At first he was impulsive, idealist and
faithful but contradicted with the situation at that
time,  then results him on . frustration. Floyd in
Psychology and Life statés : =

"An individual suffers personal frustration when
he is prevented from realizing his ambitions by

some personal limitation-either real or imagined
(19%/24061) .

Then in the middle act he becomes brave, restraint,
more idealist, and tough and at last they change again.

The author characterizes Luther as a reverend, which
is faithful to his belief, having sense of humanity,

having good education, strong motive, bravery, being
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idealist, with responsibility, but temperament. Those
characteristics are exposed on Martin Luther as a
moralist, an idealist and as a religious man.

Martin Luther as a moralist and an idealist,
described as a brave man, has strong motive to reform

situation at that 8fhe, he = Umongistent with his

idealism and effort to defend the J:ightness,k his
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

Characterization is very important in a .play as a
fictional work, because characterization is the creation
of images of imaginary persons in plays or drama. Beside
that, they can give the colour of the story and maké the

readers have great interest. Readers focalize their

attention to the characters of the:p;ay.

The main purpose of writin ghié“t@bﬁfsﬂis P?@%FNQ
that Martin ; nain cha L9 4 wara

the priors. Further he had conflict against the senate of

the Church members and he was excommunicated.
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Martin Luther is a religious man. His faith in the
God and the Holy bible motivated him to oppose against
religious deviation that happened at that time, he had
agreed 1idea to purify the belief to God based on the
teachings that were found in the Holy Scripture. This

fact meet experiengh .-conflivd Wmither socially eor

psychologically with the surrounding, example; conflict
between Martin and the ather mbnka, his féthar and also
conflict with himself when he must éaaag to MOma the
)my‘a , ‘h ‘Ehw it cal

r.t

condlhé;on of "“Qp ﬁ‘dln

-
f“%x

A i

x,“-eixt}r‘snaaz:a«-mp-(ym‘i‘n|’s¥"‘¢i‘ti’¢m;In't‘#’c‘d‘*ﬁ"&"‘l";v
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