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Preface
ayshiren sato

(U n Nersity ot Newc astte)

lFdonesE e.perenced a sla p dop rn lle qeneBl 5E_dad ol lking dud.g

the Japanese o@upaion. The @use ol rhe dEp, and Elared ecial and

politiBl changes, is 3t I iiadequale y undeEtood. The €xislins lileatuE
usualll afidbuEs it lD rulhless exploihl on by th€ Japanso. The mlivalion

behind lh6 Japan€s. irvasiod Ms lndeed exploilalion of rcsu@s.
Ela oilalion as s analr4ical onEpl, hM@r, n*ds io be app ied wih cae.
lxe ese@s $atthey aired io €rp oll w, liFt and toEmosl, slElegbalt
npor6nt ileds such as oil, rubbeL and u.. ne amount of Ihese re$uB
he, reeded. and plan'en b secJE. ms a sall f eton ol ehal rdor6'a
used to expod They exploited other iemr as uel, Jor iislanca by

commandee no molor vehicles aid ships, @nf6cstins enemy pDpenies,

and tlEugh forced donalio.s oi monqa je@llery, and scrap non. Thsa
Iom ol exo o tauon reE cenainly damasins M d @l exploilalion alono

euld nol adequaE y exp an tha genoEl sLump in the slandard of livinO.

Ire Japanee l&ked shipping clpacily and ottr m@ns lor a laqa'
scab matadal erdoit t on. 36lom l,\. @r about *@ity per enl ol all lhe

shps lMlopeEted hhreon ndonesias pons and ioEhn pons bel gedio

the Geal Bilrin and the Nelheiands, 4d Japan's share w6 no more lho
eishr per@ntin loniage. M6t oItlE shiF rhar belmged ro beAlied @unties

had bnrhe aE pdor ro he Japanee atek. The Japanee shippirc cap&iry

w6 sma I tom lhe oulsel, and plummeLd n Ih8 stund hall ofthe mupalion

Dedod when Ue {onmic condil om ln lndoMia s umped supposdly dB

Ihis intelpretative conuidrum can be brcken ifee diiieEnuaie
erploitaton lom erploihliw intensloi. The later wd much moe hamtul

fian dirccterploiblion. Japan launched into lhe mreih an inleiiion io exp olt

eou@s. fiE hibn b a@mplish lhb inienlhn bul lhelr aclion a[ered lhe

o@al egional and ooba Mnomic slructuEs. Ths nrodrElchange had
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an impact on a I aspects oi lidoiesian econony. lt aflected lndoresian
people\ da y li@ indirecly, in extemeiy compl* oays.

F@m the p€ople wilh iq Estures, lhe Japd6e erp oited abour and

de. The qisling ac@unls do iot q@tun for trhal puQoses Uie Japane*
erp oiled 50 much labor and ,ice apparently assum ng lhal then neens and

th. cpacily lo explo t weE u lmited. lf re we.e to oblain a rc inlomed
unded.iding, re will noed to €rp5nn or Esearch into tio d eclions OE
is lo examine $e brcad hslodcaland g@graphical conlexl in *tich the

exploihliE etiois tool place The olher is to conduct a delailed 6e study

e rhe. of a panicula issue or a locarion.

By way ol illuslElioi let re .ite $e cae oi exoloibfon ol coal and

labor n Telalombo kabupalen Pactai Easl Java. BetoE lhe Japarese

ocupadon, Java had no acliE @dmin6 aid imp.rled @ ircm Sumalra

and Kalimantan. Atur lho inu6ion ire Japan6e @e in€pable of shi(ifq
sum.ient aho! nls ol coal to Java lrcm ils adjee0t is ands Tney spe about

Iolry O€rceitolnre hhFis and shippino space lor sh I no corl but te amunt
Jav. could reeive ,as bd a stoa I lEclion of lhe pBwar impon Ir s wu d
paElyse Ja€ s raivay syslem and its economy The Japaneso lhetstorc

staned @a mining at s x olaes eilhii Java. The Japanes dmpany lshihad

Saiqyo, eas odercd lo nine n TeOalombo Imm Apil 19,1-4. fte dhlanF
beM€ei lhe open cul m nes ii Ihe tuig 6 to be neaesl rcad on {hich cads

colld opeEte w4 rony kilomerB. Tlie @mpany mobilzed hundrcds oi local

people lo cany dlqoul coalon lhet backs. Theh lun tp aloig a Mftw
mouirain pass r.ok rhem a hsdaF The amouil oI @doblained n Java

vas s sml lhal the shonage of coa! baEme moG and rure a@h bul lhe
Japanese decided to disonliiuelhe hiies ii leoa ombo in eady 1945

beG,se I'e la!o-4 prcnxlo'efi(ie q was onqders boloretr 1

Ite lleBture 6ua y atubul6 rhe labou. mobiizalion lo rhe Japane*
m I lary ne€ns but some pimary eu@s iid cale that civ I proiecls demaiden

mu.h more abour Th.t @e becaue as iustEEn abore, the prcducuon

€mcion.y or labour drcpped when lhe Java beame *momhaly iela&n

fom the Est oi ihe wo d ln olher mds, eonomic va ua ol labour drcpped

due to conpaBlive dhadvanlage ol a cloed dmomy. This lorced pep e oi
ndon*ia lo rc* haderlo oblain f*er r6oums. That Ms lhe iundamental

@aen b.hind the enensive mbilizaton ot la5orcts euphonica y ca ed

Thepmblemof daiy6enlassuchasloodandcothing s aso €laled

h the same orcblem. Naw yanb Do nls oul lh€l hod Drcduclioi n B es u ki

d rcpped d ue n pa d to erlen sive culiivaiion ol cotoi. F@d and clolhlig w e
eve.rone s daiy e$enllals, and lheir omduct ois wee clGely e aled to each

olhet as rell 6 io lhe exhrsive moblllzaion oi laboul Collon curvalon
aliecled the ocal agtuullue not only in gesutj bul a so in the other pads ol

dre ndonesian arhioe aqo ad beyond. Be,oe lhe war Soulheasl Asia as a

whole Gied a mosl @mpleGy on impo alion lor a suppy oJ clolhing, ad
Japan was $e ma n supplie[ Th s l6din9 pallom slopped be€use lhe supp y

of cotton as lhe Ew malerallor Japatrslellie lndusry stopped. Japao

imp enenled a live ye4 coloi cultvalion plan ihrcughoullhe occupied

terdbnes Th s undeniied food production. To compeNale lhe oss ol
lam and 1o nond b e cDps lhe Japanese opeied the agd.ullu El eslates

lo lhe @d osola lbrow nq food cmDs, and also staded asricultuGLeroms.

As erampies ol neqal ve and pos tive leqac es ol the Japanese

@cupalion, Nawlyanlo po nis oul the 6usal iik belw*o the openlig up oi
lhe Arares lor lood cu lival oi duing lhe @cupation 6id lhe cooi cls h lhe

1950s behreen lhe iame6 aid lhe edvhlle owie6 ol $e eslales, atu tre
rclar onship beM€en the aqr cu lukl Ebms by the Japanese and lh€ qr$n
rew ution in lndfr6 a in lhe 1 S30s I re eramim th6e l$ues i a hhlor€
.onlexl oflhe structuGlchanqe, we vi Galize rhat lhe Dutch coonla

aulhoit 6 daned $66 rcloms belorc lhe Japaiese invas on. llhen lhe war

brcke our ii EuDp. . seplember 1939,lhe Dutch anlicipated lhe coming or

war to the Notrer ands hdies aid slafted to make pepaEt ois lo eslab ish

econonic self-sufcemy For nslame they opened the loba@o and olher

aqdcullucl esi.t6 in tE Easl coasl of sumatc lor lhe l6a! peop e lo grcf,

l@d cmps and a$ Gsued the leeld@r9..d,noli6 {tomad .ulivalion
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o,! nan@) and staned agnicu tural Blms in lhe OUbl lslands by iiildEing
moE abou inrensive merlEd s ol ric6 r6ming lhat m3 Fericed in Japan. lt
*as rie outh rho slaled rhp xrpa- /dtbl or'cetming 1ndoresE

C. ntetualizalion and a@umu alion ol h.al slud s vil Esult n hoEugh
@wil iq oi lhe hisbry ol lhe Japamse d.upalion, n. ud ing $u* 3@h rs
caus.l t continuity ,nd.haiqe, and legacy. ln thh book, Neiyanlo pEsenls

a lno ocalsludy, rut malnq a ddr.{e spp lokad a -oF pr"crs6

undedlatding ol oconomi. lssues in idonesia during the Japan€sg

PREFACE
ByAiko Kutasawa

I hrs alrcady ben 60 yeats sine he Japanes ree delealed in the war

alos wlh lh€ end ol the r @clpadon in ndoi6ia lt i5 signitcant lhat this

book by Naw yani, b publhhed on the 6@ anni@Eary Ihe viru$es or lh€

hhlory ha€ gwi o d by nowod m.ny ol$am hN pa*d auay. ThdeloE,

thee is a reBsily ior immediale @ lellions ol ths oEl re@ds lrcm this

pedod

Thmushout tha 60 yea6, lhee have b@n mny edemic wod6 dor
on Japanes oMparion ii ridomsla, bur rhh book by N4iyaito is very

spellc in chmsins lts area and topic. !e iocus6 o. one esldency n J a,

Esidenry of Bsul( localed at easl lip ot Java lslaid, a land iamous lor ils

ri.hnes li agdcutuE. By locGing or one pantubr a@a, h6 cdlicizas the

most oifie exiding sludy b6ause ol ils oE.geneEizadon. He claims rral
even rithln one admiihlElive a.ea such as Java inpacl orJap ese

Nolonly be.! specifc h lhe choice ol rM, Nawiyanto aho look specilic

choies ii iems ol h s lroic. He mna.lrales oi aoddlluml chanoe In lhh
E de_cyolBe,uF -6 tunhs /ndyzes he bptrolprcdiclion hy loc6'no

les6 on lhs aspdl ol circulalion of lhose aoicu luE @mfrodilles. He

queslions uE impdl oflhe Japanse tole on lhe B.sukl s agicultue and ihe

felc lhal herp h undeEhnd lhe petuman@ otagd@lluE in Besuii duinq

L\e Japa6e o@upaum Thus tt- s@pe o{ his stud, is s6l do ldil€d

Being a histodan Naw)6ilo applis hblodcd m.thodolosy ol loxlEl
cdtaue and tri6 io.oisult 6 nuch as oossible on witlen deuments

inc uiim Dulch adr Es, eEn if I equ res oEl Eserch (imely inteMe6
lhl@lhist ihlu tEss). Althulh lhe iumbe. oi inlomants wlth a@uEc

ftmal otr ahdl th€ past @e limlted Naw yanio mnaoen b ind a iew

oood Esour6. He B also slesstu ii col 4rinq uinen d@umenls

such as Japaiossponsored lo€l n4spap* and eseaBh documenls

rl



wdtlsi by Dulch h imfrediale poslv, pedod. Thercfore, Ihe valldi9 ol
Naianlos mhnl *as quit€ eNBt6.

'Iho ptobem ol aqdcutturc, sp&ia ty lhat oi dce (duriio Japan6e
occupstion in soultEasr Asia) s one ol lhe iopcs rhat have been nost
ntens @ry and thomugh y sbdied by vaibus s.noh6 fDm rhe vorld. Many

h@ts aln adides haE been pubrishe! on lh s lopic. Thh toplc eiecls lhe

&cl lhat qulte a iew hhlo,ians .oisider lhe ,i.e prcbhm lo b. crurlal in oder
lo unde6laid lhe social-&onmh aspecl of Japan.se oetrpalioi. C0 ntra ry
to lhe genoE undErsbnding lhal Soulhesl Asia was mporlant lor lhe

Japana* bMuse of oil, Neiydlo mentbB lhat the ice pob em actually

cau*d more danage imposed on o€ people ewDehqe n soulheast

Souti6t Asia has thEe b g deprcd ucinq aEas Buma, ltal aid aod

lid@hina Total ol six mi I ois milled de used to be expodpd lrom rh6e
lhe ear in rMr dars, M anq tlE bEakoulothe warlh@ ice m&kols

dlminishe!. The JapaBe milirary auh@Iy houglt it muld not be ha tul

to Equis b mtoltis su.p c lorlhe b€neatolJala and Japa@se.@upjed

ace. Bul, ir s luned oul lo be qu le 5 hmtul danaoe lor b.lh cuhiyaloE

To mimie Ih€ collecl on ol dce, Japan loMd pesa s Io deil€r diek
prcduct lor rery low pri6, d ds impo*d he alioning ol i€ to udai
dren* contary io lhe odginal calculaloB me d, did noi m@ssrily
rcadl the rcquesled d60narions, inscad much veE l6ron rhe My iorseEa
redons 15 a resuli thee *as a pEva led shonage ol ,i@ aid lhouends ol
people reE slaNing, 6nd ii m,tEm pal ol vietian lwo millois ol pmpl6

died ol huiqei ln Java, roo many cas oi shdalon @e round and tur€

B@auso ol sch d6l c efe.t qlilE a lw $hdaE paid aflfllion on lhe

dce pmbhm duiiiq lhe Japanese o@polion. Apan frcm immediate post war

suBey doie by Dutch s.hol* and o5( a s, lhe lid sr \o a', @d\ @ ice
poblem duing lhe Japai6e @upaim was an adide by BenedhAnde6on,

li0ed 'Prcb em ol Ri@ ii 1966 ' Aner intldu.ing fie Eods oi Sanyo Kaiqi

ii Java wnich he found n lhe oul.h archi@s, he brcughl lhe prcb em ol d@

Thenafte.manyy€6 inlerya,in1980aid 1981, KuEsawawmleiw
adides ii J apanee t@ma s oi contolled r @ Mnomy and ice Eq u sil oi
esp€ct€ y ' -h.n ' 1986 s5. @le in TdoEi dbou' a Brnt dpds {
ii potest ol dce Equis rion tr d6myu Iten in 1s36 she spaen hro chapi€c

in her Ph. 0 dissen.ton h Com€l lor agrclltuE prcduction and rce
ciar atun. (Ihh boor eas htert'ans ared nr. hdoidian aRd poblshed in

1994 in Jakar€ and Nawiyanto ciles iom Ihis vedon ) 
I A I hq wis wE

based on Durch arch res ad inhtoiM t r Japan and ndonesE

li 1994 Sab Shgeo ae Etun€n b ica poblom in JaE in hls b.ok,

Wlhliadiw d P6sqns: Jova wJer LtN Jwr@o o@uadin 1942-

,94t ln rhe sm6 year P ere Bn dst Ergw.ile F@d SUOqU I Ja@ dnllg
wb d DeqlMizali , Th6n Ricado Hos {rcle hh Ph.D d sshlion on

ice prcblen in lhe Philipoides, lor lokyo Uii€reity ol Forcion Slddi6, aid
lho eson.e 6 publ shed n a bmt oi lhe Japan6e occupalio in fio

In 1998 Pa! XEtostz edirei a b.oi t lred F@dsrpplbsadrE Jaree
odupatio, i,, Soud,.EarAsia, and al oltu abow.renlided eholats (Sato,

@i da EnO, N@ and tu6ak) @ntibulE ai adide ii thh b@k. B6ides
them &aloska wb an annb @ing the $de Soulhedl Asa ad $o
mE schola6 on Vieham {Furuta Moloo and NguFn fte Anh) and one

ehol on Sa@k (Roben CEmb) also add6d h6ir @lr bulions ln $ s
book KuGsaw anaran d@ prcblm ioi oit ln Jav. bltde in Buma a|d

As tor de pob eh in Tha laid, YoshikM T6hlhatu ercle n 1999and

Kariaki rchirc wEre in 2t04 in elalion b rhe Eilway rranspo,taion . ftus
lhe ,lce preblem in alm6l all main aeas oi SoutEst As a h6 alEdy b*n
rhorcioh'y sMid and thee aE a eady e_o.Oi inroraion or fiis lopk

Even vith such en,ichmentol iitomaton rtoul t'e ice prcbiem,

N iyanb darcd to claim lhat een in Jffi 6e situalion is d fieEnl dependinq

on aE and he lound it ne(6ary lo illusiEla its dilerBe ht spe.iar/hq in



one padcuh a@. Ha @6ide6 nrd desc,jbing hislory al meo bvel ofieo

lacks quantilaliE daL. Nawyanlo is swNtllin oveoom!q thi! pDblem

by@ldlingstalstcal d quant laliE 6vldei@6 al eqional *eh. !e always

ties lo @im lhe nlomal on amm inleruies by milten ddumenls and vie

B@d o[ tho* delal inlomdion, NaviyoL c.ma tr a mnc us on lhal

hom {as 6s d€mas in i6 pmducton atrd lomr d6an 6b in Besuki

han in aiy odEr residencies in JaE and as a resul Besuki as a 
"hole,slnered les s@rely than othe6. Ne tudher slBses that loca dillercne

@u d he sen even inside one Esideicy and hadsh p caued by Japa@e
occupation was nol equally dhLibuled anong iour eOercies n Besuli
R*idemy. He aiso llns oul hal in sprte ol relaliwly h 9h pmductm, a pan of
Besuki s populalin ie I difrcult 6 n obtaining dce, aid he connecls lhis *ih
disrupt m oi ice madcl inll cted by JapaEse iorcen de[Ery and @nto led

Noijice cereaB *pe enced decliie becaue p anted area was

redued due Io inhlduclion ol id ! ail5 sEh as conon ad @slor oil plant

aid Nasiy6ntr blmes the J6pane* ior lheir lack oi coodnalo io their

Al tEE lind ngB @n be acquied only thrcuqh detailed E*arch at
mco b@1,.nd N iFnb {.5 6ry su@e$r( in tEL

I b.liM tal 6s[I at tio nm aid ni.o 166l is equal]y imoon nl

inone o lomdar, an 4u6tg 6e!1. Neiyanlo s sMy6suGry.litihurE
as fie b6is ol compllio hlsiory in brcadd pere!€c]i€ ad laqa space

l. mmory of nE 60h anniE6ary of llE d ol lhe uar, a pmjecl of
@piling aid publshing *style mdire hislory is now qoinq on B Japan.

Th. ri.l Fodud {i I @Ee out as eiqhi volum$ ol b@lc on tuian Pacli.
War, @nsMns or mts tEn 100 anichr vinen nainly by Japan6e but
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

l.l Background and Research Questlons

Japan& mFaiim in lndoneia w6 a (rui,l Penol in t!. 6ue
ot lndonEian niiory ThE on be un.lestood in lBht 6l tle
poramodmporrr'Fot hP-rodbaPalud.ro.lrIndonN.-
Evoluiion Oberlds enptEsEd tlur dunng the.lapone eupdion
p.riod lndomia erFnened a redar]r.ble siaL char8E, which

irarotomed Indondan ciery and sdted .ondniom rqun.d tor
a brlgound to the mkrng oI hdondan revolution' TL€ olten

q@1ed iildratioB lor t1N chanee are roal l*el mas nrobilietion

at a very lar8e qle lor sonomrc, $ial and n nary puPos€s a

Imdanenbl sbjtr in uadirional Elatio6 tetMm eln6 and ordimry
people and ln .olodal polidG In this Egafth n E alo renahlc
th,t Fre.ledck and sato resarded the lapale dnpauon 6 a

tGtuirional Fri.d Ircm ihe Dulch colonial rule to rhe indeFndot
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Japare @pation 6 a preLude to lndocian indeFndener h
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