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ABSTRACT 
 
A Study on Social Conflicts as the Result of the Characters’ Greed in Nathaniel 
Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables; Lailiyatul Mufidah; 030110101097; 
2008; 48 pages; English Department, Faculty of Letters, Jember University. 
 
Social conflicts are the main problems undergone by some characters in the novel. 
The three social conflicts are available in the novel. All of them are caused by the 
greed and lead into chaotic situations. The purpose of this study is to analyze the 
three social conflicts experienced by the Pyncheon and the Maule’s families. It is also 
to analyze the role of both the descendants in giving the contribution to the end of the 
social conflicts. The analysis is conducted by using inductive method to make a 
precise and chronological analysis. It also uses sociological and psychological 
approaches in examining the thesis. The analysis reveals that the first conflict 
happens between the Colonel Pyncheon and Matthew Maule as the result of the 
Colonel’s greed. The second occurs between Gervayse Pyncheon and Matthew Maule 
as the result of the Gervayse’s greed and the last is the social conflict between Judge 
Jaffrey Pyncheon and Hepzibah Pyncheon as the result of the Judge’s greed. 
Furthermore, it also reveals the role of both the Pyncheon’s and the Maule’s 
descendants in giving the contribution to the end of the social conflicts in which they 
have the ability to control one’s self and to love where they bring the greed and 
revenge away and puts love above everything so that the social conflicts disappear 
and an orderly situation is restored. The descendants who can create the peaceful 
condition are Hepzibah Pyncheon, Clifford Pyncheon, Phoebe Pyncheon and 
Holgrave. 
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