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CHAPTER o o ff
INTRODUCTION e

1.1 Rationale

Literature relates o all written works in a beautitul form that give
us such expression or appreciation of lite, Tt depicts some elements of
actual events in the certain tHime and society,

Kennedy an Freface of s book, Lilerature: An Infroduction o Fichon,
Poetry aml Drinrg states that hlerature, in the widesl sense, is just aboul
anvthing writien (1991:xxxix). Along with Kennedy, [udson in Ax
introdechon o Ve Shaly of Literatire yives a description of literalure as a
vital record of what men have seen in life, whal they have cxperienced of
it, what they have thought and fell about those aspects af it which have
the most immediate and enduring interest for all of us (1963:10).

By reading a literary work, of course, we will appreciate and
furthermore criticize certain social condition of certain socicty. Hoth
processes not only offer us pleasure but also great satistaction atter deeply
having invalved in such activity, Cole and Jeft Lindemann state in their
book entitled Reading and Responding to Liferature (1990:v) that there is a
deep satistaction to understanding hiterature through the study of genres,
the elements of literature, and various critical approaches to literature, and
through discovering a wriler's purpose and craft.

Again, Kennedy brietly emphasizes that the novel is a picture of
real life and manners and of the tme in which it is written. By so
specifving that the novel depicts life inthe present day, the critics were
probably observing the derivation of the word novel (1991; 213).

Dealing with Kennedy's statement abowe, it should be noted thal
the novel is an imitation of true life; it is formed by the way how the

characters are presented according to the time it is written. In this case to
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achieve the sense of actual of a novel, an author's role to elaborate the
historical background ot their works is very important.  Nathaniel
Hawthorne in his mtroduction to The Scarlel Lebfer gives a munute accounl
ot his tinding documents in which he claims to base his novel, tied with a
taded red ribbon and gathering dusl n a costomhouse (Fennedy, 1991
214).

Mathaniel Hawthorne, an American novelist, whose works are
deeply concerned with the ethical problem of sin, punishment, and
atomement, wrote e Scarle! Lefler in 1850, Tt 15 regarded as masterpiece
and one of the great works of American literature. The Scarle! Letter offers
extraordinary insight into the norms and behavior of 177 century
American Puritan Society. The basic conflict and problem of its main
characters however are familiar to readers in the presents (Gross, et al.,
2002: 1),

The attitude of Hester Prvone who has committed adultery with
Dimmesdale concerning with Paritan doctrine and morality is sinful. 1
the resource notes of The Scarlet Lelier - A Romanae, Cockeroft brietly states
that: as mentioned in the doctrine, for the sinner who had broken God's
law will be punished and suftered trom eternal damnation { 1997: 2Z84).

The essence of Puritanism itself 15 an intensive commitment 1o a
morality, a form of worship, and a avil sociely sinictly conforming to
God’s commandments. Puritan theology is a version of Calvinism. [1
asserts the basic sinfulness of humankind; but it alse declares that by an
eternal decree, Cod has delermined that some will be saved through the
righteousness of Christ despite their sins { Anonymous, 2002: 1).

Hester Prynne has borne a child out of marriage and has refused to
reveal the identily of the child’s father - her secret lover, to prevent him

from punishment and keeps his reputation as a Reverend. Later she has
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been jailed and sentenced to wear o syvmbol of her adubtery, the scarlet
tetter * A" on her dress at all mnes,

Desides Hester Prynne, there are Arthur Thmmesdale, who s a
voung, Keverend, and Koger Chilingworth, who is a physician, whose
maoral conflicts are the same as Hester 'renne’s sense of sin, As a source ot
much critical interest and prejudices ot her Puritan society, [ester Prynne
i5 the great character of The Scanief Letter. Fredenck I Carpenter in
Cockeroft (1997:301) gives comment on Hester's role that:

'he greatness of The Srarlet {etier lies in the character af Hester

Prynne because she dared to st herself and to belivve in the

].‘H.‘r-:'nﬁihilit}-' of a new morality in the new world, she achieved

spirttual greamess in spite of her own human weakness, in spite of

prejudices of her Puritan society and finally, in spite of the
prefudices of her crealor himsell

Actually, The Scarel Letber 13 not a realistic novel. In the
introduchion of The Scarlet Letter, An Annotabed Text Backgrownds and
howries Essays o Critiosm, Hawtharne called his book “a romance’, as it
truly 15, not because it 15 an idealizabion but because its vision turns
inward upon the mysterious realifies of the human soul {Bradley, etal,
1962:viid).

Lea Marx in the foreword of The Scarlet Lefter supports the
wrigueness of [awthorne's work, Marx says, entering the world of The
Scarlet Letter 15 like walking into a large, many-sided hall of mirrors.
Unlike nowvels in the realistic tradition, The Scarlet Letter has a moral and
only in its moral signiticance it is tirmly linked with the world we inhabit,
In fact, the setbng bears directdly on the story of Hester Prynne

(Hawthorne, 193%viti-xi). It 15 reasonable why The Scarlet Lelfer is chosen

tor b discussed in this tThesis,
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1.2 The Problem to Discuss

Uz eavled |etter, the novel discussed in this thesis, deals with many
subjects, for example, the relationship between Hesler Trvnne, Arthur
Limmesdale, Roger Chilngworth and 'earl, the nature of sin, guilt and
personal responsibility, women’s role in society, and the conflict between
privale and public morality (Cocktort, 1997:289),

Since it is the moral significance of the main characlers, the
problems discussed in this thesis are:

| What factors creating the morality of the main character?

2. Does the main character’s private and public morality have any

effects in shaping her personality?
Whatever presented in Hester's morality, as an action or conduct, is the
realization of her character.

It 15 already known that character is one of the elements of
hterature and becomes an important component of fcton. Hudson savs
that character deals with person presented in the novel, Through the
character, we can imagine the realization of the appearance and behavior
of the people in the novel (1965 146).

Hester Privnne is one of the main characlers in the novel with a
strong-willed characteristic. Her firmness 1o be condemned to death and
to wear the shameful scarlet letter A" and the acceptance of bwo realities
in her life, Pearl and shame, indicate her private moral quality conformed
to the rules and doctrines as religious principle of Puritanism,

The most distincl case of morality in the novel that becomes the
central issues of the plot development is adultery. The sin of adultery
committing by Hester and her lover Dimmesdale consttutes Hester's
public morality being an adulterous woman. Her rebellion against

furitamism contributes on it which later determines the consideration of
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the heroine in The Scarler Leiter, So, it will bring, the writing of this thesis 1o

an interesting discussion.

1.3 The Scope of the Study

I'he limitation of the study is needed to avoid more complicated
and misleading discussion of the thesis. It s necessary o determine the
scape of the study on moral studies of the ares of sociology of lireratore
that is the value of maral in the society, in this case Puritan society when
the novel was written, Furthermore the divected discussion of this thesis

will e reached.

1.4 Fhe Goal of the Study

In writing this thesis, 1t 15 important to state the soal of the study,
There are some ygoals of the study in this thesis. Firstly is o present the
description how  the author creates the maoral conflictss of the main
character, It is supported by several factors such as setting, the role and
existence of each character like Roper Chibngworth, Hester Pryvnne and
Arthur Dimmesdale. Secondly is (o give inflormations aboul the novel and
the author and the last is Lo lind out the moral lessons of this novel.

bventually, this thesis is hoped to be etfective to understand
Hawtharne's work as the great American writer whose masterpiece has

regarded remarkable in hiterary world.

1.3  The Approach to Use

Since this novel is regarded as the insight into the norms and
behavior of 17" century American Puritan Society, in analvzng The Scarizl
Lelier, the moral approach will be applied.

According 1o Scoll in Froe Approaches of Literary Criticism, “The

comman ground between religion and Hetion is behavior” (1962:47). From
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this theory, the application of behavior is closely related to the sense of
religious fiction amd Tre Scrlef Letter belongs to religious fiction. Religion
iself 15 a particular system of worshin, behavior and moral values as
belief.

Furthermore, T.5. Elliol in Scoll states that the “preatness” of
literature cannol be determined solely by literary standards, and probably
abways will be judged by some moral standards. Moral judgments of
hterary works are made only according to the moral code accepted by
cach generation, whether it lives according Lo thal code or not (1962; 48),

Moral approach s cheven to present [lester's private and public
morality, These support the stoctness and rigndity of Puntanism in moral
and religious matter. Considening this kind of aspect, there is 2 relation
between Hawthorne's work with his religion and the society where this

nonve] lakes place.

1.6 The Method of Analysis

The method of analysis used in this thesis is a deductive method.
ladi says: Deductive method gives a way to reach a condusion by
reasoning from general laws to a particular case (1981: 36). It means thal
the wriler explains the malerial roughly and then determining the details
about Hester's private and public morality and its effects in shaping her
personality rollows it,

The hbrary research s done in this thesis in which the materials,
data and mformation are collected from several books, dictionaries and
internel. ‘The primary datum is thie novel itself; while some appropriate

source materials concerning with the topic of the study are used o

support the analysis as well
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1.7  The Organization of the Thesis

This thesis will be divided into fiive chapters. Chapter T deals with
rationale, the probiem to discuss, the scope of the siudy, the goal of the
study, the approach to use, the method of analysis and the organization of
the thesis, Chapter 11 explains the short biography ot the author and the
synopsis of the novel. Chapter 111 gives the meaning ot the terms used in
the title of the thesis, then followed by the analysis of a study on the
private and public morality of the main character and its effects in shaping
her personality. The lasi chapter is the conclusion of the whole discussion,

For the scientific supporting ideas will be got from some references as in

the bibliography.
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THE SYNOPSIS OF THE SCARLET LETTER

21 The Biography of Nathaniel Hawthorne

Born in Salem, Massachusctts, on July 4, 1804 into an old Puritan
famaly, Nathanicl Hawthorne was one ot the greatest American novelists
whose works are deeply concerned with the ethical problem of sin,
punishment and sense of atonement,

His father, Danicl Hawthorne, was a sailor. Dandel dicd because of
vellow fever and left his wife, Ehzabeth Clarke Manning and three
children-- Plizabeth, Nathanie]l and Louisa. Soon after the death of Daniel
Hawthorne, the family moved lo Manning's house, [lis grandfather also
named MNathaniel and his uncle rather than his own mother cared
Hawthorne, She didn't give much attention o her children any longer
since her husband's death because she was always in sorrow,

When he was 17, thev moved to Maine where he attended Bowdoin
College and  had  some close [riends, such as [enry Wardwaorth
Longfellow, ranklin Pierce and Jonathan Cilley. In 1825 he graduated
trom the college and retormed to Salem, producing a weak first novel
Fanshaee (published in 1828) with his own expense. Unfortunately, it
fatled. [huring this period he also contributed articles and short stories to
periodicals, Several of stories were published in Twice-Told Tales (1837),
which although not a financial success, established Hawthorne as a
leading writer.

Actually, throughout those twelve vears, from 1823 to 1837
Hawthorne performed many activitics. Some of his anonymous works,

which were published in The Token and The New Magazine, were The
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Aanted Quack, The Muosdern Job, The Gentle B, Yowng Gocdmian Broang, The
Yowig Provincial and The Dewed fn e Manuscript,

Unable to earn a living by literary works. in 1839 Hawthorne took a
wb as a measurer of coal and salt in the Boston, Massachusells's
customhouse, Two years later he returned to writing and produced a
series of New England history tor children, Gramidfutfier's Chate: A History
for Yot (1841). In the same time he also joined the communal sOCiety at
Brook Farm.

In 1842, Tlawthorne married Sophia eabody and settled in
Concord, Massachusetts; in a house called "The Old Manse”, Una, the first
child of Hawthorne was born in 1844 and the second son, Julian was born
in 1546, The record of the four years lived in Concord published as Aopses
froms an Ofd Manse (1846), which contains the story The Yourng Goodian
Brinin

Again, Hawthorne could not make a living from his writing. To
survive, he returned lo government service as a surveyor and Revenue
Inspector ot the Salem Customhbouse. However in 1849, he had dismissed
fromm the post because of a change of government. By then, it seems a
blessing i disguise. e had already begun wnting 'he Scarlet Letter. His
expericnee in the Salem customhouse became the element of the
tntroductory section to this novel. This novel itself was sel in 17" century
Boston and explored the history of Puritanism in great detail,

He published his masterpiece, The Scarlet {etter in 1830. [t was the
lop most of his lilerary involvement with the New England past and
especially Salem. This work improved mat Hawthome was able to
discover the meaning of the past and the 'sin of the father’ both for himself
and for his tellow Americans. Shortly after ils publication, The Howse of The

sepen Gabies, The Snoe Imaee and other Tunee Tald Tales, which includes
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such stories as iy Grand and My Kipsman Major Molinenr, published in
1851, rapidly followed it

In the same years, Hawthorne and his family moved to Lenox,
Massachusetts and Began simultaneous frivndship with Herman Melville
who wrote Aoby Dick, an admirer of Hawthorne's works. Melville had
written a glowing review of Hawthorne short story collection Masses Frinm
e Cd Manse. In May 20, his second daughter Kose was barn.

He wrote (he Blithdale Remance at West Newton as a novel of his
experience at Brook Farm and published in 18520 Since Rose birth,
Hewthorne concerned for loving, his children, observed themtrequently
and had the habit of writing down the history of their lite in his journal,

In 1853, he was appointed United States Consul at Liverpool, Bving
in ngland for tour yvears and in Italy for two vears (1858-1860). Nol so
long atter the publicabon of The Marble Faur (1860} as his final nowvel,
which published on his return to the USA, the Iawthornes returned to
"T'he Way Side” in Concord where Hawthorne spent the remaiming four-
vears of his life. These were the vears ol sadness, frustration and tailing,
health. His political isolation managed him to bring out a fine collection of
essay about Bngland, Cwr Old Home, which published in 1863 and it
dedicated to Franklin Pierce, who had became highly unpopular because
of his support of the Southermn slave owners.

Mathaniel Hawthorne died on May 18, 1864 in Plymouth, New
Hampshire on trip taken to restore health. He was buried in Concord.
Mrs. I Tawthome eventually devotled her widowhood to the publication of
her husvand's journals. Four untinished novels are Sepinius Felton (1872),
The Dollver Romanee (1876), Dr.Grimshawe's Secret (1883) and The Ancestral
Fuof Steps (1883). His wife also edited his notebooks as Massages trom e

Englisht Nolebook (1870 and Fussages From The French and Dhdion Nofebooks

(1871).
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Thus, bv understanding Hawthomme's hife and hos works then, we
know that he 15 one of important writers of American llerary works. His
lite 15 so colorful as well as his works especially Ve Scardet Letter,

Actually, most of his works are seen clearly as a criticism of lite and
a d:amatization ot the dilemmas and ambiguities which beset the human
condition, Tawthorne evervwhere is concerned with moral probloms,
which are also personality problems, Theretore, The Scarlel Letler, as the

greatest work of Hawthorne gives me much impression.

22 The Svnopsis of The Scarlet Letter

I the summer morning of seventeenth-century Boston, there was a
crowd outside the Boston prison-house at which Hester Prynne, with her
three months baby would be legally condemned on the scatfold and
immprisoned by the Puritan Magistrates. She had to wear an embroidered
scarlet letter “A" on her breast of her dress as a symbuol of her adultery.

Actually, Hester Prynne got marmed to the famous physician, RKoger
Chilingworth in Boston but her husband had lett her without any news at
all. Being away for more than two years, presumably caused Hester to
commit adultery with a young handsome Eeverend Arthur Dimmesdale,
Therefore, she was imprisoned after giving birth to her baby because she
refused to pronounce the identity of her fellow-adulterer or the father of
her illegitimate baby to prevent him from punishment.

Arthur Dimmesdale himself wanted to continue his duty as usual
but his sense of guilt increase afler seeing his fellow-sinner suffer alone
from his own weakness and the only possible victory hes in public
contession of the truth.

Meanwhile, on the edge of the crowd, Hester saw her long, missing

husband who was no ather than Roger Chilingworth, 1le had just come to

Boston trom Red Indian Settlement, Being aware that the woman who tell
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into disgrace was his wile, and then he asked Hester to tell him the name
ot her secret lover. She however refused to reveal the name of her Fellow
sinner. She thought that what her husband's doing toward Dimmesdale

7as shrouded in devil revenge. Chilingworth asserted that he would find
the culprit anvway. [ester took an oath o keep her secret lover s identity
trom Chilingworth though she feared to hear it.

To survive her life and to enhance the dignity of her presence in the
Puritan society, Hester then withdrew herself to the small solitary cottage
near the sea and away from the village. She held up herself and Pearl, her
daughter by makang such artistic haodiwork,

Hearing her Prarl who would be separated from her by the
authorities, Hester went to Boston in order to know the news in reality, A
group of ruling member led by Governor Bellingham worried about the
future of the child and made a decision to take away the child from her
mother. Then, Hester asked the Minister Arthur Dimmesdale to persuade
Governor Bellingham not to take Pearl from her side Eventually, the
Magistrate allowed the Minister expectation but Roger Chilingworth
seemed to mocks ham.

In the meantime, the disease was sapping [mmesdale and
Chilingworth made endeavors to get close to the Priest. He hoped that he
could make an inquiry to find out that the real Hester's partner in adultery
was. 50, Roger Chilingworth attempted to cure Arthur Dimmesdale but
actually he began torturing the Eeverend, It made Dimmesdale's illness
deteriorated slowly.

Being, convinced of Dimmesdale’s wrong doing toward his wife,

Chilingworth made a blend of poisonous herbal medicine which he got in

the ltﬂmj_ng af the Ked Indian traditional cure to torment Dimmesdale's

body in order to kill him painfully.
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At one night, Arthur Dimmesdale went to the scatfold and stood
upon it alone, e thowgeht that thers was no one who could see him but
Hester and Peard, on their way back from the Governor's Winthrop's
house saw what the Minister doing on the scaffold. While Arthur
Dimmesdale and Hester P'rynne talked about their guilt and sorrow,
suddenly Hoger Chilingworth called the Reverend's name and ook him
away from the scaffold to the forest, 1t caused 1lester dislike her husband
even maore. There upon, she planned o meet Arthur in the forest and
revealed that Roger Chilingworth was her legal husband. As the resull,
Primmesdale was very shocked. Tle thought that Chiling sorth would ruin
his  positbion and  reveal his sin to the public. Hester encouraged
Dimmesdale with the hope of the new life by askang him to run away with
her from the community o somewhere in Burope to get more comfartable
life. Then, the Minister responded it and he agreed to go away with his
secret lover, 1ester Prynne.

On the Election Day, which was also the day they proposed to
escape, Arthur Dimmesdale was asked to preach the clection sermon. Cn
that occasion, he made public confession of his sin with 1lester. 1le
mounted the scatfold up and so Tlester and Pearl, Bravely, the Minister
asked God's forgiveness for his sinful adultery, embraced his daughter
Pearl betore dying on Hester's lap. Roger Chilingworth who stood nearby
them woent away soon after Arthur Dimmesdale died with a deep
countenance,

A year later, after the revelation of the scarlet letter, Chilingworth
died too. He had left his property to Pearl. 50, Pearl and Hester Prynne
devaled her life happily in hurope for some vears,

Yoears passed by, Thester Prynne came back and occupied her old

house, enjoved her remaining, imes by giving advice Lo those in need and

distressed untl she died there after hoer daughtm' oot marricd. The side of
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Dimmesdale's grave buried her On her tombstone, the scarloet lotter was
inscribing upon,

The significance of writing the synopsis of the story is (o give us a
good comprehension of the elements of literature such as the theme, plot,
characters, .‘:.-I."'Hiilflg_. andl puj_nt af view

Fventually, by reading and comprehending the synopsis of the
story Hrst, it is easier to understand the whole story and its main problem

well. Mareover, the directed problem to discuss will be reached
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CHAPTERIV _ ™ [ l\/iipen
CONOLUSION e

The Scarlet etler, written in 1850, 15 Hawthorne's novel about the
sin of adultery committing by Tlester Prynne, the main character, with her
secret lover Arthur Dimmesdale, a voung Puritan Minister. This novel is
Hawthorne's first and only greal lilerary success as a wrler. [t s tegarded
as the maslerpiece in literary world. The Searlet Letter offers extraordinary
insight into the norms and behaviors of 17" century American Puritan
society,

This thesis focuses on the discussion of the main characker's private
and public morality, There are two kinds of moralities that shape her
personality. The Hrst is pricete moralify that is described as her moral
quality concerning, to the standard of right and wrong or good and bad, 1t
tends to be her behavior or conduct and appears as her personal moral
value. [Ter tirmness to be condemned to death and to wear the letter * A"
and her acceptance of two realities, P'earl and shame, consbtute the
realization of her private morakity,

Meanwhile, the second is public moraiity as her moral quality which
deals with the general observation; whether it 15 nght or wrong and
belongs to all people as scandal. The manifestation of her public morality
15 shown in her sin of adultery and her rebellion against Paritardsm.

It can be answered that there are some faclors crealing the main
character's mworality. lirst, Hester's loneliness being away from  her
husband for two years. Feeling lonely and vearning love, $ester tries to
ind someone else to give her love and happiness, Second, Hesler's
binlogical desire. As a young passionate woman who has a great sexual
appeal, Hester is difficult to control her sexual drives as the result of her

strony biological desire that need to be satistied.

31
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A voung handsome Puritan Minister Arthur Dimmesdale, is the
man who is able o give [ester love and attection and to satisty her desire.
In tact, Arthur [immesdale is a religious and holy man. Tle has not
married and it is not a prohibition for him if he wants to be married with
Hester Prynne, Their deep love and uncontrolled passion, then lead them
to immoral conduct,

The moral conflicts created by the author are much influenced by
the setting of the novel and the existence of each characters like Roger
Chilingwaorth, 1 fester 'rvnne and Arthur Dimmesdale. The role of setting,
pither of ome or place, 15 significant in supporting the sirickness of 17"
American Puritarusm that causes Tester Prynne, whose heart and mind
are rebellious and defiant, rebels against its laws and principles.

Furthermore, the existence of each characters is influential. For
example Roger Chilingworth; because of his  carelessness  and
irresponsibility loward his wife, Hester then commits adultery with her
secret lover. Hester herself, has a strong sexual deswre. Therefore, it is
reasonable why Arthur Dimmesdale, who deemed as holy man by his
congregations, doing sinful action becanse ot uncontrolled passion.

Iester's private and public morality bring the eftects in shaping her
personality. Those are signiticant and influential too. By her sorrow and
strength to survive, eventually she gains people sympathy as a woman
wha dares to accept the consequences that follow the sin of passion.

She shows preat courage in rebelling her society although, she
formerly assumes that the society where she lives in is uniriendly. She
thinks that they have no tolerance and sympathy because its laws and
principles are very strict. 1L is difficult for the persons like Hester Prynne,
whose heart and mind are so peculiar, not to rebel against Puritan society.,

Besides, Hester also gets a moral anxdety that caused by the plan of

Muritan Magistrates to deprive her af her child. This reason makes her to



http://repository.unej.ac.id/
http://repository.unej.ac.id/

challenge them in order to keep Peard in hoer side. Therefore, it is true that
Hester Prynne is rebellious and defiant woman,

Finallv, by understanding Hester's private and public morality and
its etfects, we know those are influential and significant in shaping her

pm'-_:-:malih-'-
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